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Divine Service I with Holy Communion Page 
*stand as you are able 

Prelude –  “How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” Blersch 
*Processional Hymn  Come, Thou Bright and Morning Star  872 
*Invocation, Confession, Absolution 151 
*Introit   Psalm 45:6–8a next page 
*Kyrie 152 
*Hymn of Praise  This Is the Feast 
*Salutation & Collect 156 
First Reading  Isaiah 60:1–6 
Epistle Reading  Ephesians 3:1–12 

*Alleluia and Verse 156 
*Gospel Reading  Matthew 2:1–12 
Hymn  O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  395 
                                                                 (st.2 men, st.4 women)  
Sermon  “It’s All Coming Together”   Matthew 2:1–12 

*Nicene Creed   158 
*Prayer of the Church   159 
Gathering of Tithes and Offering 
 “Lobt Gott, ihr Christen” Bach 

*Offertory 159 
*Service of the Sacrament 160 
      Communion Hymn – 412, 370 

*Post Communion Canticle (Nunc Dimittis)  165 
*Post-Communion Collect & Benediction 166 
*Recessional Hymn  As With Gladness Men of Old 397 
Postlude – “March of the Magi Kings” Dubois 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN!  Please sit to the front of the church to help with singing. 
Everyone should complete an attendance card located by the hymnals and place it in the 
offering plate at the proper time. Note that there are two glasses in the center of each tray with 
diluted wine. Sunday bulletins with announcements are available on the narthex table. 

 

 

http://stjohn-lcms.org


ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER:  Our congregation is a member of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, a family of congregations who pledge themselves to teach and to believe 
the same doctrines. We invite those persons who are members in good standing of a 
congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of a church in fellowship with the 
LCMS to receive the sacrament. We want to express our sincere welcome to guests and to 
assure them that it is in their spiritual interest that we practice closed communion. Guests 
desiring to learn more about our beliefs are asked to make an appointment to speak with 
our pastor.  Note that there are two glasses in the center of each tray with diluted wine. 

   
Serving Tonight: 

Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer   
Organist:  Keith Williams 
   

INTROIT (Psalm 45:6–8a):   

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener-│ations;* 
 therefore nations will praise you forever and│ever. 
Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter of your kingdom 
is a scepter of up-│rightness;* 
 you have loved righteousness and hated│wickedness.  
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your com-│panions;* 
 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and│cassia.  
Glory be to the Father and│to the Son*  
 and to the Holy│Spirit; 
as it was in the be-│ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.│Amen.  
I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener-│ations;* 
 therefore nations will praise you forever and│ever.  



Isaiah 60:1–6 
1Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  2For behold, 

darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and 
his glory will be seen upon you.  3And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness 
of your rising.  4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  5Then you shall see 
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to 
you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.  They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 
Ephesians 3:1–12 

1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—2assuming that you 
have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  When you read this, you can perceive my 
insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.  6This 
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the 
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the 
gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power.  8To me, though I am the very 
least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.  11This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with 
confidence through our faith in him. 
Matthew 2:1–12 

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men 
from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  3When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so 
it is written by the prophet:  6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  
7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared.  8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 
when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.”  9After listening 
to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.  10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy.  11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.  12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way.


