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Divine Service IV

*stand as you are able

OPENING HYMN 685

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure,
Through a world that would deceive us And to sin our spirits lure.
Onward in His footsteps treading, Pilgrims here, our home above,
Full of faith and hope and love, Let us do the Father’s bidding.
Faithful Lord, with me abide; I shall follow where You guide.
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus And with patience bear our cross.
Joy will follow all our sadness; Where He is, there is no loss.
Though today we sow no laughter, We shall reap celestial joy;
All discomforts that annoy Shall give way to mirth hereafter.
Jesus, here I share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. Since by death He conquered death,
He will free us from destruction, Give to us immortal breath.
Let us mortify all passion That would lead us into sin;
And the grave that shuts us in Shall but prove the gate to heaven.
Jesus, here with You I die, There to live with You on high.
4 Let us also live with Jesus. He has risen from the dead
That to life we may awaken. Jesus, You are now our head.
We are Your own living members; Where You live, there we shall be
In Your presence constantly, Living there with You forever.
Jesus, let me faithful be, Life eternal grant to me.
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
*SERVICE OF THE WORD
KYRIE: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. (The Collect of the Day is spoken.)
C Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may make my
covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell on
his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be
the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations.
6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings
shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to
be God to you and to your offspring after you.”
15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover, I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of peoples shall come
from her.”
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P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: Romans 5:1-11
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that,
but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one
would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his
blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now
that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
1

3

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eighth chapter. (27-38)
C Glory to You, O Lord.
27 And

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on
the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they told him,
“John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” 29 And he
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the
Christ.” 30 And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.
31 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him. 33 But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.”
34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.
35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake
and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38 For whoever
is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
4

was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY 708

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart

1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share. Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.
2 Yea, Lord, ‘twas Thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place May glorify Thy lavish grace
And help and serve my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile; Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.
3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
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O Son of God, Thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.
SERMON “Passion Predictions” Mark 8:27-38
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*LORD’S PRAYER
*COLLECT
*BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 783

Take My Life and Let It Be

1 Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
2 Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.
3 Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.
4 Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee.
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Voter’s Meeting today, 1:00pm, Fellowship Hall
SERVING:
Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer
Organist: Keith Williams
Videographer: Lou Ann
Chart for Altar Flowers – Upcoming available dates are: 5/9, 5/23. Please leave your
phone number and you will be telephoned before the Sunday you signed up for to find
out what flowers you would like and if you would like them in memory or in honor of
something or someone.
OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Little Lamb
Preschool with thanksgiving to the congregation for all their generous donations. We
remember the following people in our prayers: for healing and recovery: Heidi,
Maelynn- granddaughter of Rick & Rita, Karla, Shirley, Pastor Ehlers, Esther, Judy,
Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the
congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricksgrandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of
the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judymother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Danbrother of Bonnie, Todd; for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school parent), Cari
(school parent), Nicole (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy; for
our college students: Isabelle, Erin, Sophia; for those in the military: Roberto, Adam,
Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary; for our homebound: Paul,
Gaylord.
For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain:
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html
7

New Member Class – Pastor Caithamer will teach this class on Sunday afternoons from
1pm-2:30pm through the end of April.
OUR WEEK AHEAD
Today
2nd Sunday in Lent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class
Tuesday
10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Fellowship, Evangelism, Trustees; 6:30
School Board
Wednesday 8:20 Chapel; 3:30 Lenten Service; 5:45 Midweek School, Lifelight; 7:15
Lenten Service
Thursday
9:00 Lifelight; 6:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Men’s Choir
Sunday
3rd Sunday in Lent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class
From The Earl Welch Family - We would like to express our immense gratitude for all
the prayers and support we received after the death of our loved one. Although it is a
difficult time for us, we find comfort in the fact that our church family is thinking of us
and praying for us. We deeply appreciate all your support.
Esther is turning 100 on March 1st. There is a good chance she will not be able to
receive visitors at that time, so the family is requesting a birthday card shower for her.
Let’s all wish Esther a happy birthday and send her a card to her son’s address.
Thanks from Eunice – I would like to thank everyone for all the cards, phone calls and
notes sent to me for my 90th birthday. They were much appreciated
and really made the day special. Thanks again.
Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email
communications, please call the church office with your email address so we can add
you to the list.
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Enrollment for 2021-2022 – St. John Lutheran School and Little Lamb Preschool offer
a Christ-centered education for students age three through eighth grade. Our caring,
skilled teachers use a variety of strategies to engage students’ minds in a safe learning
environment, with the focus on teaching every subject with a Biblical worldview. Little
Lamb Preschool offers morning and full day classes. Two-day (T/TH), three-day (M/W/
F), and five-day options are available. Tell everyone about our wonderful
school! Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year has begun. For more information,
contact the school office at (217) 359-1714.

Nursery Remodel – Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track
the progress on the chart.

Woodcutters prepare for the annual Woodcutters' Retreat at Camp CILCA on Saturday,
February 27 from 8am-6pm. Three meals will be served. Rev Jon Boehne will present
on various Worldviews. And of course there will be plenty of wood to cut, split, and
stack. Overnight accommodations are available in the Christian Growth Center for
anyone who needs them. Contact the camp office (camp@cilca.org / 217-487-7497)
today to reserve your spot.

Daily, 15-Minutes, Verse-By-Verse Bible Study For Lent - The Word of the Lord
Endures Forever is an on-demand podcast hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon and
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. Pastor Weedon will begin a
study this week on the Book of Hosea. You can listen at your convenience
at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.

9

LEARN BY HEART
THE FAMILY ALTAR
The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from
the Small Catechism by heart this week:
The Sacrament of the Altar
Who receives this sacrament worthily? Fasting and bodily
preparation are certainly fine outward training. But that person is
truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words:
“Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”
But anyone who does not believe these words or doubts them is
unworthy and unprepared, for the words “for you” require all
hearts to believe.
Bible Passage: And when he had said this, he brethed on them and
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of
many, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from
any, it is withheld.” John 20:22-23
Hymn 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary (st. 2)
Psalm 142
Bible Readings for the Week:
Touching the Hem of His Garment – Luke 8:40-56
The Feeding of the 5,000 – John 6:22-44
Jesus Is the Bread from Heaven – John 6:22-44
Jesus Is Rejected by His Own – John 6:47-69
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