
St. John Lutheran Church and School 
Champaign, IL  

ASH WEDNESDAY March 2, 2022 
   3:30pm & 7:15pm 

Lenten Midweek Series:  “You Meant It for Evil,  
but God Meant It For Good” 

  

Divine Service III with Holy Communion 
*stand as you are able 

Enter in Silence 

*Ash Wednesday Litany  
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 
C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; 
 by Your holy nativity; 
 by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; 
 by Your agony and bloody sweat; 
 by Your cross and passion; 
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 by Your precious death and burial; 
 by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; 
 and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P In all time of our tribulation; 
 in all time of our prosperity; 
 in the hour of death; 
 and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 
C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word;  
 to bless our prayer and meditation; 
 to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; 
 and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; 
 to bless those who are instructed in the faith; 
 to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, 

the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers; 
 to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy; 
 and to have mercy on us all: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; 
 to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; 
 and graciously to hear our prayers: 
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 
C hear us. 
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P O Lord, 
C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 
C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 
C have mercy. Amen. 
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our 
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for 
those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Imposition of Ashes  (during singing of the following Hymn) 
  

Hymn 419  Savior, When in Dust to Thee 

*Invocation, Confession, Absolution, p.184 

*Psalm 51:1-3, 6-8; Antiphon Psalm 51:17  (responsively by half verse) 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
Have mercy on me, O God,  
    according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercy  
    blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,  
    and cleanse me from my sin! 
For I know my transgressions, 
    and my sin is ever before me. 
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,  
    and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;  
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 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Let me hear joy and gladness;  
    let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;  
    a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

*Kyrie, p.186  

*Salutation, p. 189 

*Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our 
sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon 
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 2:7-9, 3:17-24 
    7 Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8 And the LORD God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. 
9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to 
the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 

    17 And to Adam he said, 
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife  
    and have eaten of the tree  
of which I commanded you,  
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’  
cursed is the ground because of you;  
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;  
    and you shall eat the plants of the field.  
19 By the sweat of your face  
    you shall eat bread,  
till you return to the ground,  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    for out of it you were taken;  
for you are dust,  
    and to dust you shall return.” 

20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 21 And 
the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them. 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, 
and live forever—” 23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way 
to guard the way to the tree of life. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
Epistle Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 

     20b We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
     6:1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of 
God in vain. 2 For he says, 
“In a favorable time I listened to you,  
    and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no 
obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless 
nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 
love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness 
for the right hand and for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through slander and 
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet well 
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, 
yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing 
everything. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Reading 
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 6th chapter. (1-6, 16-21) 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

      1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 
them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2“Thus, 
when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
      5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into your 
room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 
      16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that 
your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

*Apostles’ Creed, p.192 

Hymn 436  Go to Dark Gethsemane  

Sermon  “You Meant It for Evil, but God Meant It for Good”    
     Genesis 50:15-21 

*Offertory (Create in me…), p.192 
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Gathering of Tithes and Offering 

*Service of the Sacrament, p. 194 
Hymn 611  Chief of Sinners Though I Be 
Hymn 637  Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  

*Post-Communion Hymn 422  On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

*Post-Communion Collect & Benediction, p. 201 

Closing Hymn  531   Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 

 

Preaching & Presiding:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Elders:  3:30 –  Dan & Matt 
              7:15 –  Rick & Joe  

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN!  Our congregation is a member of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, a family of congregations who pledge themselves to 
teach and to believe the same doctrines.  We invite those persons who are 
members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod or of a church in fellowship with the LCMS to receive the 
sacrament.  Note that there are two glasses in the center of each tray with 
diluted wine.  We want to express our sincere welcome to guests and to 
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assure them that it is in their spiritual interest that we practice closed 
communion.  Guests desiring to learn more about our beliefs are asked to 
make an appointment to speak with our pastor.   

Music Notes – Singing Choirs & Instrumentalists are about to reconvene. 
There will be an Informational Meeting this Sunday, March 6th, at 9:45am in 
the church balcony. You are also welcome to email Keith Williams with any 
interest or questions.
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