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Divine Service IV with Holy Communion Page 

*stand as you are able 

*Invocation, Confession, Absolution 203 
*Kyrie 204 
*Salutation & Collect 205 
First Reading  Isaiah 53:6-8 

*Gospel Reading  Luke 23:1-25 
*Apostles’ Creed 207 
Hymn Go to Dark Gethsemane 436  
Sermon  “Faith for a Complicated World”   Luke 23:1-25 

*Prayers   207 
Gathering of Tithes and Offering 

*Service of the Sacrament 208 
*Post Communion Hymn On My Heart Imprint Your Image 422 
*Post-Communion Collect 212 
*Benedicamus and Benediction 212 
Hymn  Jesus, I Will Ponder Now 440  

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Alicia Haggin 
Elders: 3:30 – Dan & Matt; 7:15 – Joe & Rick 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN!  We ask members and guests to fill out an attendance card located by 
the hymnals; indicate your attendance at Holy Communion. Cards may be placed in the offering 
plate. Note that there are two glasses in the center of each tray with diluted wine. Sunday bulletins 
with announcements are available on the narthex table. 

 

 



ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER:  Our congregation is a member of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, a family of congregations who pledge themselves to teach and to believe the same doctrines. 
We invite those persons who are members in good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod or of a church in fellowship with the LCMS to receive the sacrament. We 
want to express our sincere welcome to guests and to assure them that it is in their spiritual interest 
that we practice closed communion. Guests desiring to learn more about our beliefs are asked to 
make an appointment to speak with our pastor. 

Lenten Dinners – Please join us after the 3:30 service for our Lenten dinner. The meal tonight is 
sloppy joes. There will also be a soup/chili dinner in between church services on Wednesday April 
6th. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board next to the church office. We look forward to 
seeing you there. Thank you.  

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 53:6-8 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;  
    we have turned—every one—to his own way;  
and the LORD has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
    yet he opened not his mouth;  
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,  
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,  
    so he opened not his mouth.  
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;  
    and as for his generation, who considered  
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,  
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 

Holy Gospel Reading: Luke 23:1-25 
1Then the whole company of them arose and brought 

him before Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, 
saying, “We found this man misleading our nation 
and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying 
that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 And Pilate asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he 
answered him, “You have said so.” 4Then Pilate said 
to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in 
this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up 
the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from 
Galilee even to this place.” 6 When Pilate heard this, 
he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7And when 
he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he 
sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem 
at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very 
glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he 
had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some 

sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some 
length, but he made no answer. 10The chief priests and 
the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And 
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt 
and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid 
clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and 
Pilate became friends with each other that very day, 
for before this they had been at enmity with each 
other. 13 Pilate then called together the chief priests 
and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, 
“You brought me this man as one who was misleading 
the people. And after examining him before you, 
behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your 
charges against him. 15Neither did Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has 
been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and 
release him.” 18 But they all cried out together, “Away 
with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 19 a man 
who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection 
started in the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed 
them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they 
kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time 
he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have 
found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore 
punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, 
demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. 
And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that 
their demand should be granted. 25 He released the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection 
and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered 
Jesus over to their will. 



LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    
  

The Table of Duties 
Of Civil Government – 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is 
no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that 
exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against 
the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who 
do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free 
from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will 
commend you. For he is God’s servant to do you good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God’s 
servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 
Romans 13:1–4 

Bible Passage:  …And without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness of sins.  Hebrews 9:22b 

Hymn  430   My Song Is Love Unknown  (sts. 6-7) 
Psalm 100 
Bible Readings for the Week:  
 Jeremiah the Priest Is Called to be a Prophet – Jeremiah 1:1-19 
  King Josiah Restores Proper Worship – 2 Chronicles 34:29-33 
  King Josiah Celebrates the Passover – 2 Chronicles 35:1-27 


