
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                   April 25, 2021  

 
St. John Lutheran Church and School  
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Reverend Jeff Caithamer 
revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org 

 School Principal: Tim Gabbert 

  

 Divine Service IV 
       *stand as you are able 

  

Prelude- Prelude on “St. Columba”     Bairstow 

OPENING HYMN  549   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name       

1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
   Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 
   Bring forth the royal diadem And crown Him Lord of all. 

2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, Who from His altar call; 
   Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all. 
   Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown Him Lord of all. 

3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, Ye ransomed from the fall, 
   Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 
   Hail Him who saves you by His grace And crown Him Lord of all. 

4 Hail Him, ye heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call, 
   The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all. 
   The God incarnate, man divine, And crown Him Lord of all. 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget The wormword and the gall, 
   Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all. 
   Go, spread your trophies at His feet And crown Him Lord of all. 
6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe On this terrestrial ball 
   To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 
   To Him all majesty ascribe And crown Him Lord of all. 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng We at His feet may fall! 
   We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 
   We’ll join the everlasting song And crown Him Lord of all. 
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 
for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

*SERVICE OF THE WORD 
KYRIE:  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
   Good-will from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
   We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing- 
   Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
   O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
   Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heart-felt cry, 
   Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 
3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
   Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
   You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
   In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.  (The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
C Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Acts 4:1-12 
      1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the 
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in 
custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 
      5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with 
Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or 
by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers 
of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a 
crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to 
all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus 
is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And 
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING: 1 John 3:16-24 
      16 By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 18 Little children, let us not 
love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
      19 By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; 20 for 
whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 
21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22 and 
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24 Whoever keeps his 
commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom he has given us. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA and VERSE 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, The Son of God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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*HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. (11-18) 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

      11 [Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know 
the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this 
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 
lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my 
Father.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  709   The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
      

1 The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
   I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever. 

2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth 
   And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
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3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 
   And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 
4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
   Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
   And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never; 
   Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever! 

SERMON  “They Will Listen to My Voice”  John 10:11-18 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
         “The Lord’s My Shepherd”      

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  700   Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
   Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
   Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
   Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
   Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest. 
   Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be; 
   End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive; 
   Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
   Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
   Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. 
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4 Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be; 
   Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee, 
   Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place, 
   Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise!  

Postlude- Postlude on “Good Christian Friends”   Willan 

 
Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Videographer:  Lou Ann 

Voter’s Meeting today at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – We remember the following people in our prayers:  
upcoming surgery: Rick;  for healing and recovery: Brian, Paul, Larry, Teresa-godchild of Bob & 
Joan, Jayne, Harold, Nancy, Gilbert, Cindy, Barbara-family friend of Bob & Joan, Starley, Taylor, 
Maelynn, Lilly, Glen, Karla, Pastor Ehlers, Aidan, Whitney, Barbara, John, Tom, Hendricks, Jacob, 
Maria, Merv, Jessica, Joan, Judy, Rebecca, Roy, Dan, Todd, Brett;  for successful treatments: Luke, 
Kendra (school parent), Cari (school parent), Nicole (school parent), Earl, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, 
Nancy;  for our college students: Connor, Ben, Matthew;  for those in the military: Adam, Joshua, 
Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Geneice, Gaylord.  

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today 4th Sunday of Easter; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, Sunday 

School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 Voter’s Meeting 
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Parish Ed; 7:00 Youth Board 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek School; 7:15 Holy Communion 
Sunday 5th Sunday of Easter; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, Sunday 

School; 10:45 Holy Communion 

LWML – The Virtual LWML CID Convention Saturday, May 1, 2021, will be shown in the 
Fellowship Hall on screen. The Convention starts at 9:30am. to approximately noon. Bible Study, LWML 
President Debbie Larson Greetings from National, Mission Grant Speakers, Rev. Rudy & Dorothy Schaser, 
Mission Grants/Goals for 2021-2022 and more. We are collecting items for the Orphan Grain Train for the Gifts 
of the Heart Convention Ingathering for the LWML CID Convention. Put items in the box in the coat room on 
or before May 1st. Orphan Grain Train needs list (items only not in kits):  School Kits: backpack, 2 spiral 
notebooks, 2 pencils, 2 pens, 10 sheets of construction paper, 24 pkg crayons, 1 Ruler, 2 Glue sticks, Scissors, 
8-10 Washable markers, Hygiene Kits: 1 bath towel, 1 wash Cloth, 1 bath sized soap, 1 toothbrush, 1 sturdy 
comb, Clothing: Gently used/new infant, children, men, women (Pillowcase dresses would be great). All 
LWML members and all women of St. John are welcome to attend. For information contact Linda 
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Enrollment for 2021-2022 –St. John Lutheran School and Little Lamb Preschool offer a Christ-
centered education for students age three through eighth grade. Our caring, skilled teachers use a 
variety of strategies to engage students’ minds in a safe learning environment, with the focus on 
teaching every subject with a Biblical worldview. Little Lamb Preschool offers morning and full day 
classes. Two-day (T/TH), three-day (M/W/F), and five-day options are available. Tell everyone about 
our wonderful school!   Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year is underway and space is filling 
up. For more information, contact the school office at (217) 359-1714. 

  St. John School Wish List – There are several items that our teachers, students and school would 
benefit from: interactive projectors, new classroom flooring, Chromebooks, outdoor pavilion, office 
computers, new assessment program. Please see the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for more 
details and estimated costs and consider making a donation towards one of the items. If your 
donation goes in the offering plate, the donation remains anonymous. If your donation is turned into 
the school office, we can thank you for your generosity. All donations will be included on your 
Contribution Statement. 

Vacation Bible School 2021 – God’s Wonder Lab - June 21-25, 9-11:30am - A science lab conducts 
experiments that explain how things are possible.  In Jesus’ ministry, He did things that are 
impossible. His greatest miracle of all was dying on the cross and rising from the dead for our 
salvation. At God’s Wonder Lab, discover that Jesus does the impossible for us.  This year, 
registration will be prioritized and opened in phases. St. John Lutheran Church and School families 
will be given priority until May 7th. Register early to reserve your spot. Registration is open for 
children 3 years old (and potty trained) to completed 5th grade. Come along with us as we sing fun 
songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. At this time, masks will 
be optional for all participants. Cannot wait to see you there. Register online at www.vbsmate.com/
stjohnchampaign. E-mail vbs - at - stjohnls.com, if you have any questions. 

1 Corinthians Bible Study – The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a daily 15-minute verse-by-
verse Bible study produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor 
Will Weedon. Pastor Weedon will begin a study this week on 1 Corinthians. You can listen at your 
convenience at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 

Ark Encounter & Creation Museum Trip – Immanuel, Springfield is hosting a trip see the Ark and 
Creation Museum in Kentucky. Dates are April 26-29, roundtrip motor coach, 3 night stay in 
Cincinnati area, breakfast and dinner 3 days, admissions, baggage handling, all for $450.00 per 
person (double occupancy). Call Pastor Stuenkel at  the church office at 217-528-5232 for details and 
sign-up. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    
  

Table of Duties 

To Parents - Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them 
up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:4 

To Children - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a 
promise—“that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life 
on the earth.” Eph. 6:1–3 

Bible Passage:  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  Acts 2:42 

Hymn 464  The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 

Psalm 23 

Bible Reading for the Week: 
 The Angle of the Lord Appears to Gideon – Judges 6:1, 6, 11-27 
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