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                 Divine Service II 

     *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN  Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 
   Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for Him who answers prayer. 
   Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; Come Thou also unto me. 
   Where we find Thee and adore Thee, There a heav’n on earth must be. 
   To my heart, O enter Thou; Let it be Thy temple now! 

3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; Here Thy seed is duly sown. 
   Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 
   So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me. 

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken; Let me keep Thy gift divine, 
   Howsoe’er temptations thicken; May Thy Word still o’er me shine 
   As my guiding star through life, As my comfort in all strife. 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; Let Thy will be done indeed. 
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   May I undisturbed draw near Thee While Thou dost Thy people feed. 
   Here of life the fountain flows; Here is balm for all our woes. 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 
P This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia. 
C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people 

of God.  Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and 
glory are His.  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the 
people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor and 
glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  This is the feast of 
victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.  Alleluia, 
alleluia. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven  
    and do not return there but water the earth,  
making it bring forth and sprout,  
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;  
    it shall not return to me empty,  
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,  
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12 “For you shall go out in joy  
    and be led forth in peace;  
the mountains and the hills before you  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    shall break forth into singing,  
    and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;  
    instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;  
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 
    an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL 
Epistle Reading:  Romans 8:12-17 

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.  (13:1-9, 18-23) 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

      1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great 
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A 
sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 
birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not 
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but 
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered 
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away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 
      18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 
with joy, 21 yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation 
or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As 
for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands 
it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 
another thirty.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground; 
   Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound. 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove, 
   But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love. 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares The rising plant destroy, 
   But let it yield a hundredfold The fruits of peace and joy. 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, Lifegiving grace bestow 
   That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know. 

SERMON  “Parables”   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
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buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 
C Amen. 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word Which through Your grace we now have heard. 
   Oh, may the precious seed take root, Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

2 We praise You for the means of grace As homeward now our steps we trace. 
   Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here May all at last in heav’n appear. 

∆3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
   Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

SERVING TODAY: 
Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams   
Videographer:  Lou Ann 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Linda in 
praise and thanksgiving for good health.  We also remember the following people 
in our prayers:  for healing and recovery: John, Lee, Tom, Linda, Deb-sister of 
Pam, Jan, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jim, Jacob-great grandson 
of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter 
of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter 
of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for 
successful treatments: Kendra (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Roxy, Joan, 
Jeanette, Nancy;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, 
Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Esther, Geneice, 
Lavina.   

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

Voter’s Meeting Sunday, July 26th at 1:00pm.  We will meet in the fellowship 
hall.  If the number of people exceeds safe distancing, we will move to the 
sanctuary.   
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This Summer, Our Sunday School Students will explore 3 in 1: Discovering 
Our Triune God.  Each of the weekly Bible stories helps students discover 
something about our triune God.  In today's Sunday School lesson, "Jesus Is True 
God: Jesus Rebukes the Storm," children will learn how Jesus is the true God 
who stilled the storm.  Families could discuss,  "How does Jesus continue to do 
the works of God in our lives?"  "Please contact Mrs. Jones if you have not 
received the Sunday School pages for the month of June. 

The church Keys and Fobs – Please turn your keys and fobs into the church 
office if your serving time has concluded so we have enough to distribute to 
incoming officers.   

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Sixth Sunday After Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class; 10:45 Holy Communion 
Monday 6:00 Finance Board 
Tuesday 6:00 Elders 
Wednesday  10:00 Adult Bible Class; 7:15 Holy Communion 
Sunday Seventh Sunday After Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class; 10:45 Holy Communion  

To the Congregation of St. John Lutheran Church: From the bottom of my 
heart, I thank you for allowing me to lead you from the organ bench in our Lord’s 
Divine Service. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you in this way. 
Though the road ahead is unsure during this time of Covid-19, we rest in the 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace of our Lord, serving Him by serving our neighbors. To 
serve you has been wonderfully emotional to say the least. Thank you for 
accepting me and what I have to offer. I only hope and pray that I have been of 
good service to you, and in the sight of our Lord. I Bid the Grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.  In Christ our Lord, Nicholas Liese 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email 
addresses to communicate with the congregation.  If you are not receiving these 
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email communications, please call the church office with your email address so 
we can add you to the list.  If we have your email address and you are not getting 
them, please check your spam folder.  

Church Directory Photo Dates and Registration:  Our registration site is open. 
Go to the church website, https://www.stjohn-lcms.org/, and click on the link. It 
will direct you to the registration site.  You can set the appointment. We will have 
stations set up after the church services starting in July to help with registration if 
needed. The dates of the photo sessions are August 4, 5, 18, 19, 20, 31 and 
September 1. The session times are 2pm -9pm. If you have questions contact 
Faith. 

St. John Golf Outing – U of I Golf Course, Saturday, September 26th.  We will 
have more information, including registration forms, available in August. 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office between the hours of 
10am and 2pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services.  You can 
also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor. Thank you to those who signed up ahead of 
time for church services.  It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper 
easier and in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary.  We do know that 
circumstances do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will 
still welcome those who may come otherwise unannounced. 

Fellowship Committee Needs Help - Because of many fellowship members still 
sheltering at home, our committee is in need of some new members who are out 
and about and attending church.  We have started to serve coffee after the 8 am 
service and have added donuts and iced tea to the fellowship time.  We need at 
least 2 people to prepare and serve each Sunday.  If you have ever wanted to learn 
how to use the industrial coffee makers - now is your chance.  Men are welcome 
and we'll pair any newbie with a current fellowship member.  It could be a lot of 
fun to participate as a couple.  Please call Julia to volunteer. 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – 2nd Annual, coming October 24th, 2020.  More 
information about reserving booth space and other details will be available soon.  
Contact the school office with any questions.   
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Education & Edification - Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced 
by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd 
Wilken.  This week's teachings include: The United Nations' Anti-Family 
Policies, An Introduction to I Peter, The Doctrine of Election, Ruth and 
more.  You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app 
and your favorite podcast provider. 

LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Fifth Petition - And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven 
would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of them. We are 
neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we deserved 
them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily 
sin much and surely deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will 
sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

The Sixth Petition - And lead us not into temptation. 

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that 
God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful 
nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and 
other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we 
pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory. 

Psalm 119:129-136 

Bible Passage:  Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.  John 6:54 
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Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 12, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 103:15-19; antiphon: Ps. 103:8 

The LORD is merciful and I gracious,* 

0 bllldrJ 
slow to anger and abounding in I steadfast love. 

As for man, his days I are like grass;* 
he flourishes like a flower I of the field; 

for the wind passes over it, and I it is gone,* 
and its place knows I it no more. 

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting on those 
who I fear him.* 

and his righteousness lo children's I children, 
to those who keep his I covenant* 

and remember to do his com- I mandments. 
The LORD has established his throne in the I heavens,* 

and his kingdom rules I over all. 
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 

and to the Holy I Spirit; 
as it was in the be- I ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 
The LORD is merciful and I gracious,* 

slow to anger and abounding in I steadfast love. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learn-

ing, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that 
we may embrace and ever hold fasl the blessed hope of everlasting life; lhrough Jesus 
Christ. Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Rom. 7 7 :33, 36 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and know!- I edge of God!* 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable I his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are I all things.* 
To him be glory forever. I Amen. 

DAILY READINGS 
July 12: Judg. 7:1-23: Gal. 1:1-24: 13: Judg. 13:1 -25 : Gal. 2:1-21 ; 14: Judg. 14:1-20: Gal. 3:1-22: 
15: Judg. 15: 1-16:3; Gal. 3:23--4: 11: 16: Judg. 16:4-30: Gal. 4: 12-31; 17: I Sam. I: 1-20; Gal. 5: 1-26; 
18: 1 Sam. l:21-2:17;Gal.6: l-18. 

The lmroit, Collect. and Gradual are from l11thera11 Service Book: Altar Book, copyright © 2006 CPH. All Scripture 
quotations, including those from l11t/reran Service Bnnk, are from the ESV"" Bible (The Holy Bible. English Standard 
Version'"'). copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. llsed by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

© CPH Printed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 2072 



Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 55:10-13 
10 "For as the rain and the snow come 

down from heaven 
and do not return there hut water the 

earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater. 

11 so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; 

it shall not return 10 me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I 

purpose, 
and shall succeed in the thing for 

which I sent iL. 
12 "For you shall go out in joy 

and be led forth in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap 

their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the 

myrtle; 
and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

an everlasting sign that shall not be 
cut off." 

Epistle: Romans 8:12-17 
12so then, brothers, we are debtors, not 

to the flesh, 10 live according to the flesh. 
13For if you live according to the flesh you 
will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For 
all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. 15For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 
16The Spirit himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 17and 
if children, then heirs-heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suf-
fer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him. 

Holy Gospel: 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

'That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat beside the sea. 2And great 
crowds gathered ahout him, so that he got 
into a boat and sat down. And the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: "A 
sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 
some seeds fell along the path, and the 
birds came and devoured them. 5Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 
6but when the sun rose they were scorched . 
And since they had no root, they withered 
away. ?Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
BOther seeds fell on good soil and produced 
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him 
hear .. . . 

IS"Hear then the parable of the sower: 
t9When anyone hears the word of the king-
dom and does not understand it, the evil 
one comes and snatches away what has 
been sown in his heart. This is what was 
sown along the path. 20As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives 
it with joy, 21ye1 he has no root in himself, 
but endures for a while, and when tribula-
tion or persecution arises on account of the 
word, immediately he falls away . 22As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the 
one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 
23As for what was sown on good soil, this 
is the one who hears the word and under-
stands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty." 


	topBulletin7-12
	introit_pent6

