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Divine Service I 
              *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN   Today Your Mercy Calls Us  915 

1 Today Your mercy calls us To wash away our sin. 
   However great our trespass, Whatever we have been, 
   However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away, 
   Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today. 

2 Today Your gate is open, And all who enter in 
   Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin. 
   The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n, 
   A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n. 

3 Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits; 
   His bless-ed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates. 
   No question will be asked us How often we have come; 
   Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home. 

4 O all embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door, 
   What should we do without You When heart and eye run o’er? 
   When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair, 
   We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer. 
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 

Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  This is 
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

3 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

4 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  This is the 
feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

5 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
The Collect of the Day is spoken. 
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the 
wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 
turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not 
turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your 
soul. 
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After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:  Romans 13:1-10 
1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, 
be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes 
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 
honor to whom honor is owed. 8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, 
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is 
the fulfilling of the law. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.   
      Alleluia, alleluia. 

 4



HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 “Woe to the 
world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the one 
by whom the temptation comes! 8 And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off 
and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or 
two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown 
into the hell of fire. 10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that 
in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12 What do you 
think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 13 And if he finds 
it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went 
astray. 14 So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones 
should perish. 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

After the reading: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker  820 

1 My soul, now praise your Maker! Let all within me bless His name 
   Who makes you full partaker Of mercies more than you dare claim. 
   Forget Him not whose meekness Still bears with all your sin, 
   Who heals your ev’ry weakness, Renews your life within; 
   Whose grace and care are endless And saved you through the past; 
   Who leaves no suff’rer friendless But rights the wronged at last. 

2 He offers all His treasure Of justice, truth, and righteousness, 
   His love beyond all measure, His yearning pity o’er distress; 
   Nor treats us as we merit But sets His anger by. 
   The poor and contrite spirit Finds His compassion nigh; 
   And high as heav’n above us, As dawn from close of day, 
   So far, since He has loved us, He puts our sins away. 

3 For as a tender father Has pity on His children here, 
   God in His arms will gather All who are His in childlike fear. 
   He knows how frail our powers, Who but from dust are made. 
   We flourish like the flowers, And even so we fade; 
   The wind but through them passes, And all their bloom is o’er. 
   We wither like the grasses; Our place knows us no more. 

4 His grace remains forever, And children’s children yet shall prove 
   That God forsakes them never Who in true fear shall seek His love. 
   In heav’n is fixed His dwelling, His rule is over all; 
   O hosts with mighty excelling, With praise before Him fall. 
   Praise Him forever reigning, All you who hear His Word – 
   Our life and all sustaining. My soul, O praise the Lord! 

SERMON      “The Greatest”       Matthew 18:1-20 
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*NICENE CREED 
     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  
     things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
     God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God   
     of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom  
     all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and  
     was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the  
     third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and  
     sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both  
     the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
     Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
     apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I  
     look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 

*LORDS PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   The King of Love My Shepherd Is  709 

1 The Kind of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
   I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever. 

2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth 
   And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
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3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me  
   And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
   Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
   And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never; 
    Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever! 

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Videographer:  Lou Ann 

 
Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the hours of 
10am and 2pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or you can email 
pmartin- at -stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor (revcaithamer- at - 
stjohn-lcms.org) or calling/texting him. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time for church 
services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing enough 
space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances do not always allow for 
everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome those who may come otherwise 
unannounced. 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Elton in memory of 
Elton & Lea’s 41st wedding anniversary.  We also remember the following people in our 
prayers: hospitalized: Martin-son of Letty;  following surgery: Kendra (school parent); for 
healing and recovery: Cookie, Paul, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative 
of Joyce, John, Lee, Tom, Linda, Deb-sister of Pam, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & 
Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for 
successful treatments: Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Roxy, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  
for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon,. Ben. Allyson, 
Zachary;  for our homebound: Phyllis, Walt, Mavis.   

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 
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OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion  
Monday  Labor Day; Church & School Closed 
Tuesday 6:00 Elders 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 5:45 Midweek; 7:15 Holy 

Communion 
Thursday  7:00 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible 

Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email communications, 
please call the church office with your email address so we can add you to the list. If we have 
your email address and you are not getting them, please check your spam folder.  

Available – If you are in need, several home-made masks have been donated to the church and 
school and can be found on the narthex table. Adult and children sizes are available.  

Camp CILCA’s Chicken Dinner, Today, Sept 6, 2020, 11:30am - 2:00pm. Due to COVID, the 
annual Camp CILCA Auction Fundraiser, usually held on the same day as the Chicken Fry, 
will be online on Facebook only. You do not need to be a Facebook user to participate in the 
Auction. The ending date for bidding will be announced soon. Visit Camp CILCA 
(www.cilca.org), Events/Retreats, Auction Items. Keep checking the list of Auction items (new 
gifts will continue being added) and keep bidding.  

Church Directory –If you were unable to attend a photo session, you can submit a photo to be 
included. Send your photos to fblock- at - stjohnls.com. The photos in the directory will be 
vertical. However, if you submit a horizontal photo, we will include it in the directory. Images 
should be sent in jpg format. They need to be at least 2x 2.5” and 250 – 300 DPI resolution. 
Include the names of everyone in the picture. Please submit photos by September 16th. There is 
a cost to submit extra photos. If you are able, we are asking for a $5 donation to help cover the 
cost. 

Lifelight is back. Join us for The Life of David, a 9-week Bible study. We'll follow David's 
journey from shepherd to soldier to refugee to king – from God's faithful servant to adulterer 
and murderer to forgiven penitent sinner. You can join us Wednesday evenings at 5:45, 
Thursday mornings at 9:00, or Thursday evenings at 6:30. Social distancing will be practiced. 
Classes start September 16th and 17th. To sign up, look for our table in the overflow, or contact 
Neil, Matt, Eunice or Donna. 

Box Tops Cubs vs. Cards – Inning 2: Cubs-30, Cards-34.  Total to date: Cubs-40, Cards-43. 
Bring in clipped Box Tops to help your favorite baseball team score “runs” in the game. Gather 
up all those Box Tops you’ve collected and place them in either the Cubs or Cardinals Box Top 
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container in the school office. *Only physical, clipped Box Tops can be counted for the 
contest.  Electronic Box Tops will benefit the school, but they cannot be counted for the 
contest. 

LWML is collecting School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. Please place the LWR School 
Kit items in the bag in the box in the coatroom. School supplies are on sale now, a great time to 
purchase for the school kits. Please return school supplies before October 19, 2020 (packing 
date). The following items in each LWR School Kit: 4- 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college 
ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper, 1- 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler 
with centimeters on one side and inches on the other, 1- pencil sharpener, 1- blunt scissors 
(safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well), 5- unsharpened #2 pencils with 
erasers; secure together with a rubber band, 5- black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 
together with a rubber band, 1- box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1- 2½” eraser. Do not add other items 
or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. 
Thank You.   

Missing – 9x11 Tupperware clear container has been missing since the Day School Teacher 
Appreciation Reception on Sunday, August 16th. If you have seen this item or took it home by 
mistake, please let the church office know. Thank you.  

Trustees are looking for any members with gardening interest or experience to help plan the 
landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick Thank you.  

St. John Golf Outing – Get your foursome together for an afternoon of golf on Saturday, 
September 26st. (18 holes on the UI Blue course with a cart, lunch included) Tee Times begin 
at 11:00a.m. (Call the school office to schedule your time.)  Registration forms are available in 
the school office. Sponsorship and donation opportunities are available. *Proceeds from this 
event will go to St. John Lutheran School Special Gifts. The fund was used to purchase many 
items for the school to meet new Covid guidelines for reopening the school (i.e. new water 
fountains with water bottle fillers, one-to-one Chromebooks for K-8th grade students, recess 
supplies, extra classroom materials, etc.) 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – 2nd Annual, coming October 24th, 2020. More information about 
reserving booth space and other details will be available soon. Contact the school office with 
any questions. 

The church Keys and Fobs – Please turn your keys and fobs into the church office if your 
serving time has concluded so we have enough to distribute to incoming officers. 

Where Christianity Meets Culture – Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by 
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. This 
week's subjects include: The Influence of Christianity on Labor & Economic Freedom, A 
Christian Response to Soft Totalitarianism, The Demolition of the Western Mind, 
Constitutional Republic vs. Democracy and more.  You can listen at your convenience 
at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Ten Commandments 

The Seventh Commandment – You shall not steal. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 
take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any 
dishonest way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions 
and income. 

The Eighth Commandment – You shall not give false testimony 
against your neighbor. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not 
tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his 
reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything 
in the kindest way. 

Bible Passage:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not 
your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with a willing spirit.  Psalm 51:10-12  

Hymn 733  O God, Our Help in Ages Past (st. 4) 
Psalm 25:1-10  
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Offerings with Restitution – Leviticus 5:17-6:7 
  The Ministry of the Priests Begins – Leviticus 9:1-16, 22-24 
  The Death of Aaron’s Sons, Nadab and Abihu – Leviticus 10:1-7 
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 92:1-4; antiphon: Ps. 92:5 

How great are your works, IO LORD!* 
Your thoughts are I very deep! 

It is good to give thanks I to the Lo1m, * 
to sing praises to your name, I O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the I morning,* 
and your faithful- I ness by night, 

to the music of the lute I and the harp,* 
to the melody I of the lyre. 

For you, 0 LORD, have made me glad I by your work;* 
at the works of your hands I I sing for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

How great are your works, IO LORD!* 
Your thoughts are I very deep! 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

0 Dllld0 

0 God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, Your 
holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right and, by Your 
merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Ps. 34:9, 19, alt. 

Fear the LORD, I you his saints,* 
for those who fear him lack I nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the I righteous,* 
but the LORD delivers him out I of them all. 

DAILY READINGS 
September 6: 2 Kings 4:8-22, 32-37; Eph. 5: 15-33; 7: 2 Kings 4:38-5:8: Eph. 6: 1-24; 8: 2 Kings 5:9-27; 
Phil. I: 1-20; 9: 2 Kings 6: 1-23: Phil. I :21-2: I I; 10: 2 Kings 9: 1-13; I 0: 18-29; Phil. 2: 12-30; 11: 2 Chron. 
29:1-24; Phil. 3:1-21; 12: 2 Chron. 31: 1-21; Phil. 4: 1-23. 

The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from Lutheran Sen•ice Book: Altar Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations. 
including those from Lutheran Service Book. arc from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible. English Standard Version®). 
copyright © 200 I by Crossway. a publishing ministry of Good News Puhl ishers. Used by pcnnission. All rights reserved. 

© CPH Printed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 2091 



Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
7"So you, son of man, I have made a 

watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall 
give them warning from me. Rlf I say to the 
wicked, 0 wicked one, you shall surely die. 
and you do not speak to warn the wicked to 
lllrn from his way. that wicked person shall die 
in his iniquity, but his blood I will require al 
your hand. 9Bul if you warn the wicked to turn 
from his way, and he does not turn from his 
way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but 
you will have delivered your soul." 

Epistle: Romans 13:1-10 
1Let_e_very person be subject to the governing 

~ulhont1es. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists 
the authorities resists what God has appointed, 
and those who resist will incur judgment. .lFor 
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to 
bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and 
you will receive his approval, 4for he is God's 
s~rv~nt for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who 
carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only 
to avoid God 's wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay 
taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
allending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue lo whom revenue is owed, respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor 
is owed. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love 
each other, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, 
"You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 
covet," and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." IOLove does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1-20 
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, 

saying, "Who is the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven?" 2And calling to him a child, he 

put him in the midst of them :land said, "Truly, 
I say to you, unless you turn and become like 
children. you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

5"Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me, 6but whoever causes one 
of these little ones who believe in me to sin, 
it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be 
drowned in the depth of the sea. 

7"Woe to the world for temptations to sin! 
For it is necessary that temptations come, but 
woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 
8And if your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin. cut it off and throw it away. It is better for 
you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal 
fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear 
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into the hell of fire. 

io•·see that you do not despise one of these 
little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their 
angels always see the face of my Father who 
is in heaven. I IFor the Son of Man came to 
save the lost. 12What do you think? If a man 
has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the mountains and go in search of the one that 
went astray? JJAnd if he finds it, truly. I say 
to you, he rejoices over it more than over the 
ninety-nine that never went astray. I4So it is not 
the will of my Father who is in heaven that one 
of these little ones should perish. 

15"If your brother sins against you, go and 
tell him his fault, between you and him alone. 
If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother. 16But if he does not listen. take one or 
two others along with you, that every charoe 
may be established by the evidence of t;o 
or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to 
listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a ta~ collector. 18Truly, I say to you, 
whatever you bmd on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loo_sed in heaven. '9Again I say to you, if 
two ~f y~u agree on earth about anything they 
ask, 1t will be done for them by my Father in 
~1eaven. 2°For where two or three are gathered 
m my name, there am I among them." 
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