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 Divine Service III  
            *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN  555   Salvation Unto Us Has Come   (sts. 1-5) 

1  Salvation unto us has come By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works can-not avert our doom, They help and save us never.  
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, who did for all the world atone; 
He is our one Redeemer. 

2  What God did in His Law demand And none to Him could render 
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand For man, the vile offender. 
Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires, 
And lost is our condition.  

3  It was a false, misleading dream That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright To bring the inbred sin to light 
That lurks within our nature.  

4  From sin our flesh could not abstain, Sin held its sway unceasing; 
The task was use-less and in vain, Our guilt was e’er increasing. 
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart Or purify our guileful heart— 
So deep is our corruption.  

5  Yet as the Law must be fulfilled Our we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, Our human nature sharing. 
He has for us the Law obeyed And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
Which over us impended.  
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
P Glory be to God on high; 
C and on earth peace, good-will toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 

worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O 
Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sin of 
the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray... 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 55:6-9 

6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found;  
    call upon him while he is near;  
7 let the wicked forsake his way,  
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts;  
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,  
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
    so are my ways higher than your ways  
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Epistle Reading: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard 
and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14 And most of the brothers, 
having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to 
speak the word without fear.  

19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 
will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 
be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in 
my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall 
choose I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your 
account. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for 
your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 27 Only let your manner of life 
be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by 
side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. 
This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from 
God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I 
had and now hear that I still have. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Alleluia and Verse 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*Holy Gospel 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.  (1-16)  
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 4



1“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again 
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour 
he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here 
idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to 
the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, 
but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the 
master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But 
he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last 
worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

*NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and 
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose 
again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 
end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And 
I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   555   Salvation Unto Us Has Come   (sts. 6-10) 

6  Since Christ has full atonement made And brought to us salvation,  
Each Christian therefore may be glad And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Your death is now my life indeed, 
For you have paid my ransom.  

7  Let me not doubt, but truly see Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” No falsehood have You spoken.  
Baptized into Your precious name, My faith cannot be put to shame,  
And I shall never perish.  

8  The Law reveals the guilt of sin And makes us conscience-striken; 
But then the Gospel enters in The sinful soul to quicken.  
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give, 
No comfort and no blessing. 

9  Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone And rests in Him unceasing;  
And by its fruits true faith is known. With love and hope increasing.  
For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply 
The proof that faith is living.  

∆10  All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise To Father, Son, and Spirit,  
The God who saved us by His grace; All glory to His merit.  
O triune God in heav’n above, You have revealed Your saving love; 
Your blessed name we hallow. 

SERMON  “The Inequity of God’s Grace”   Matthew 20:1-16 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
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*OFFERTORY 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   827   Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling 

1  Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, “Who will go and work today?  
Fields are white are harvests waiting – Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

2  Some take up His task in morning, To their Lord responding soon; 
Some are called in heat of mid-day, Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting, Some are sent into the fields, 
There to gather in the bounty That God’s Word so richly yields.  
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3  For as rain and snow from heaven Water seeds in dusty soil, 
Causing them to bud and flower, Giving bread to those who toil; 
So the Lord sends forth His promise, Words of life and joy and peace— 
Never void to Him returning, Bearing fruit with great increase.  

4  Hearken to the Lord whose coming Marks the time when grace shall end, 
When with His angelic reapers He in glory shall descend. 
Soon the night, the final harvest; Soon the time for work shall cease.  
Then the souls His grace has garnered Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace.  

 

SERVING: 
 Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
 Organist:  Keith Williams 
 Videographer:  Lou Ann 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Bob & Joan in 
celebration of their 66th wedding anniversary on September 19th.  We also remember the 
following people in our prayers: for peace and comfort: Patty and family at the death of 
her granddaughter; hospitalized: Martin-son of Letty; for healing and recovery: Kendra 
(school parent), Cookie, Paul, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative 
of Joyce, John, Tom, Linda, Opal, Hartman-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great 
grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for 
successful treatments: Luke, Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, 
Nancy;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, 
Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Mary, Alice, Gaylord.   
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For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

New Member Class has begun. If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran 
Church, if you know of anybody who is interested in joining, or if you would like to 
refresh your own Lutheran catechesis, then this class is for you. Pastor Caithamer is 
teaching this class in the fellowship hall on Sunday afternoons from 1pm to 2:30pm 
through the end of November. If you have any questions, please let Pastor know: 
revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org      

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or 
you can email pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor: revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time 
for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and 
in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances 
do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome 
those who may come otherwise unannounced. 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New 
Member Class 

Monday 6:30 LWML; Newsletter deadline 
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Parish Ed; 7:00 Youth Board  
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek, Lifelight; 7:15 Holy Communion 
Thursday  9:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Lifelight 
Saturday 11:00 St. John Golf Outing 
Sunday Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 
New Member Class 

St. John Golf Outing – Deadline to register is tomorrow. 
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LWML is meeting Monday September 21st 6:30pm in the overflow. We will have 
devotion, plan LWML Sunday, update on LWR School Supplies Collection and report 
from the Fall Rally. If possible, please wear masks and use social distancing.  Contact: 
Linda for information.  

Lifelight is back. Join us for The Life of David, a 9-week Bible study. We'll follow 
David's journey from shepherd to soldier to refugee to king – from God's faithful servant 
to adulterer and murderer to forgiven penitent sinner. You can join us Wednesday 
evenings at 5:45, Thursday mornings at 9:00, or Thursday evenings at 6:30. Social 
distancing will be practiced. Classes started last week. To sign up contact Neil, Matt, 
Eunice or Donna. 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email 
communications, please call the church office with your email address so we can add 
you to the list.  

Trustees are looking for any members with gardening interest or experience to help plan 
the landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick. Thank you.  

Missing – 9x11 Tupperware clear container has been missing since the Day School 
Teacher Appreciation Reception on Sunday, August 16th. If you have seen this item or 
took it home by mistake, please let the church office know. Thank you.  

LWML is collecting School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. Please place the LWR 
School Kit items in the bag in the box in the coatroom. Please return school supplies 
before October 19, 2020 (packing date). The following items in each LWR School Kit: 
4- 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no 
loose-leaf paper, 1- 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other, 1- pencil sharpener, 1- blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well), 5- unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band, 5- black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber 
band, 1- box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1- 2½” eraser. Do not add other items or leave out any 
of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. Thank You.   

Box Tops Cubs vs. Cards – Inning 4: Cubs-20, Cards-0.  Total to date: Cubs-110, 
Cards-81.  Bring in clipped Box Tops to help your favorite baseball team score “runs” in 
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the game. Gather up all those Box Tops you’ve collected and place them in either the 
Cubs or Cardinals Box Top container in the school office. *Only physical, clipped Box 
Tops can be counted for the contest.  Electronic Box Tops will benefit the school, but 
they cannot be counted for the contest. 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 24, 9a-2p for 
the Fair.  Come out and see all the wonderful creations from local craftsmen and artists. 
If you are a crafter and would like to reserve a booth, application forms are available in 
the school office and on the school website.  Contact the school office if you have any 
questions or for more information    

Positions Available at St. John Lutheran School – Our school is currently seeking 
individuals to fill two vacancies.  We need a teacher assistant from 12:15-3:15 Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays.  This individual would assist the teachers with copying and 
preparing lesson materials for their classrooms. We also need an individual to assist with 
our school's aftercare program daily from 3:15-5:30.  Please contact the school office at 
217-359-1714 for additional information. 

Camp CILCA News – The Catechetical Retreat for anyone in grades 5-12 is coming up 
Saturday, October 3 at Camp CILCA. This event is ONE DAY only and will include all 
outdoor activities, instruction from CID pastors, worship, and two meals. Individuals 
and whole youth groups are welcome. Cost is $40. Register at www.cilca.org/
catechetical-retreat.html.  The G.R.I.T. Run at Camp CILCA is October 24 at 10am. This 
in-person 5K winds through the 225 acres of CILCA across creek beds, trails, fields, and 
hills. Adults run for $30. 18 & under run for $10. Top overall male and female runners 
receive a CILCA hoodie. Sign up at cilca.org/homecoming.  

Sacred Music Station - You can listen to the best of the Church's music for the past 
2,000 years on Lutheran Public Radio. LPR streams 24/7 
at lutheranpublicradio.org, TuneIn and the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from 
the Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Ten Commandments 

The Close of the Commandments 

What does God say about all these commandments? He says: “I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 
the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those 
who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those 
who love Me and keep My commandments.” [Ex. 20:5–6] 
  

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these 
commandments. Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do 
anything against them. But He promises grace and every blessing 
to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also 
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands. 

Bible Passage:  There is one body and one Spirit— just as you 
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call – one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all.  Ephesians 4:4-6 

Hymn 733  O God, Our Help in Ages Past (st. 6) 
Psalm 24  
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 The Priestly Blessing – Numbers 6:22-27 
  The Passover Is Celebrated – Numbers 9:1-14 
 The Cloud and the Tabernacle – Numbers 9:15-23
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 116:72-13, 15-16;antiphon:Ps. 116:17 

I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- I giving* 
and call on the name I of the Lrnrn. 

What shall I render I to the LORD * 
for all his bene- I fits to me? 

I will lift up the cup of sal- I vation* 
and call on the name I of the LORD, 

Precious in the sight I of the LORD * 
is the death I of his saints. 

0 LORD, I am your I servant;* 

0 6\lidn 

I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have I loosed my bonds. 
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 

and to the Holy I Spirit; 
as it was in the be- I ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanks- I giving* 

and call on the name I of the LORD. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything 

we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spi1it, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Ps. 34:9, 7 9, alt. 

Fear the LORD, I you his saints,* 
for those who fear him lack I nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the I righteous,* 
but the Lo1m delivers him out I of them all. 

DAILY READINGS 
September 20: Neh. 4:7-23; I Tim. 3:1-16: 21: Neh. 5:1-16; 6:1-9. 15-16; I Tim. 4:1-16; 22: Neh. 7:1-
4; 8:1-18; I Tim. 5:1-16: 23: Neh. 9:1-21; I Tim. 5:17-6:2; 24: Neh. 9:22-38; I Tim. 6:3-21; 25: Mal. 
1:1-14; Matt. 3:1-17: 26: Mal. 2:1-3:5; Matt. 4:1-11. 

The Introit. Collect. and Gradual are from L111herm1 Service Bvuk: Altar Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations, 
including those from Lutheran Se,v ice Book, are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Puhlisht!rs. Used by permission. All rights rescrvcJ. 

© CPH Ptinted in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us al CPH.org 2093 



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 55:6-9 
6 .. Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may 
have compassion on him, 

and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. 

8 For my_ thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, 
so are my ways higher than your 

ways 
and my thoughts than your 

thoughts." 

Epistle: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 
121 want you to know, brothers, that what 

has happened to me has really served to 
advance the gospel, t3so that it has become 
known throughout the whole imperial guard 

to all. the rest that my imprisonment 
1s for Chnst. 14And most of the brothers 
~avi~g become confident in the Lord by m; 
1mpnsonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear .... 

19For l know that through your prayers 
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will tum out for my deliverance 2oas 
it is my eager expectation and hop~ that 
I will not be at all ashamed, but that with 
full courage now as always Christ will 
be honored in my body, whether by life 
or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. 22lf l am to live in the 
flesh , that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 
which l shall choose I cannot tell. 231 am 
hard pressed between the two. My desire is 
to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 
better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more 
necessary on your account. 25Convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with you all , for your progress and joy in the 
faith, 26so that in me you may have ample 
cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of 
my coming to you again. 

27Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or am absent, I may hear 
of. ~ou ~hat you are standing firm in one 
spm~,_w1th _one mind striving side by side for 
~he faith _of the gospel, 28and not frightened 
m anythmg by your opponents. This is a 
clear sign to them of their destruction but 
of your salvation, and that from God. ;9for 
it has been granted to you that for the sake 
of Christ you should not only believe in him 
but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the 
same conflict that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16 
1[Jesus said:] "The kingdom of heaven 

is like a master of a house who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. 3And going out about the third 
hour he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, 4and to them he said, ' You 
go into the vineyard too, and whatever 
is right I will give you.' sso they went. 
Going out again about the sixth hour and 
the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about 
the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing. And he said to them, 'Why 
do y_ou stand here idle all day?' ?They said 
to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He 
said to them, 'You go into the vineyard 
to~.' 8And when evening came, the owner 
of the vineyard said to his foreman , 'Call 
the laborers and pay them their wages 
beginning with the last, up to the first.' 9And 
when those hired about the eleventh . hour 
came, each of them received a denarius 
ION • ow when those hired first came, they 
thought they would receive more, but each 
of them also received a denarius. 11 And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of 
the house, 12saying, 'These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who ha~e borne the burden of the day and 
th~ scorchmg heat.' 13But he replied to one 
of_ them, 'Friend, 1 am doing you no wrong. 
Did you not agree with me for a denarit1s·> 
t4'U k · a_ e what ~elongs to you and go. I choose 

give to this last worker as 1 give to you. 
Am 1 not allowed to do what I choose with 

what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge 
my generosity?' 16So the last will be lirst. 
and the first last." 
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