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Divine Service IV 

       *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN    807   When Morning Gilds the Skies 

1 When morning gilds the skies, My heart, awaking, cries,  
  “May Jesus Christ be praised!” When evening shadows fall,  
  This rings my curfew call: “May Jesus Christ be praised!” 

2 When mirth for music longs, This is my song of songs: 
  “May Jesus Christ be praised!” God’s holy house of prayer 
  Hath none that can compare With “Jesus Christ be praised!” 

3 No lovelier antiphon In all high heav’n is known 
   Than “Jesus Christ be praised!” There to the eternal Word 
   The eternal psalm is heard: “May Jesus Christ be praised!” 

4 Ye nations of mankind, In this your concord find: 
   “May Jesus Christ be praised!” Let all the earth around 
   Ring joyous with the sound: “May Jesus Christ be praised!” 

5 Sing, suns and stars of space, Sing, ye that see His face, 
   Sing, “Jesus Christ be praised!” God’s whole creation o’er, 
   Both now and evermore Shall Jesus Christ be praised!” 
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen. 

P  Almighty God, merciful Father, in  P  Almighty God in His mercy has 
    Holy Baptism You declared us to be     given His Son to die for you and 
    Your children and gathered us into      for His sake forgives you all your 
    Your one, holy Church, in which      sins. As a called and ordained 
    You daily and richly forgive us our     servant of Christ, and by His 
    sins and grant us new life through      authority, I therefore forgive you 
    Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven     all your sins in the name of the 
    our faith, and graciously receive our     Father and of the Son and of 
    prayer and praise; through Your Son,     the Holy Spirit. 
    Jesus Christ, our Lord.   C Amen. 
C Amen. 

*SERVICE OF THE WORD 

INTROIT 

KYRIE:  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth; 
   Good-will from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
   We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing- 
   Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
   O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
   Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heart-felt cry, 
   Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high— 

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
   Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 
   You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High, 
   In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children's 
teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more 
be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as 
the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.  25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of 
the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 26 When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness 
and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 
27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and 
does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall 
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not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 
Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 30 “Therefore I will 
judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. 
Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure 
in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING: Philippians 2:1-4, 14-18 
1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 
in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
of others. 14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word 
of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 
vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of 
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should be glad and 
rejoice with me. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA and VERSE 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, The Son of God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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*HOLY GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. (23-27) 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

23 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 
up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 
and who gave you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one 
question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from 
man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered 
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise to You, O Christ. 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
    I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth. 
    And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day He rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    655   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword 
   Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done. 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone; 
   Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally. 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth; 
   Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life. 

SERMON   “Ultimate Authority”   Matthew 21:23-27 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN    704   Renew Me, O Eternal Light 

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright,  
   Illumined with the light of grace That issues from Your holy face.  

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity  
  That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still. 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey Your Word.  
   Let what You will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire. 

4 Grant that I only You may love And seek those things which are above 
   Till I behold You face to face, O Light eternal, through Your grace.  

      

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Videographer:  Lou Ann 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Steve & Susie 
in celebration of their 50th wedding anniversary September 18th.  We also remember the 
following people in our prayers: hospitalized: Martin-son of Letty; for healing and 
recovery: Kendra (school parent), Cookie, Paul, Barbara-friend of the congregation, 
Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, John, Tom, Linda, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & 
Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, 
Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, 
Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, 
Todd;  for successful treatments: Luke, Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, 
Jeanette, Nancy;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, 
Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Mavis, Phyllis, Walt.  
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For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or 
you can email pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor (revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org). Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time 
for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and 
in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances 
do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome 
those who may come otherwise unannounced 

Thanks You - I would like to say thank you to everyone who gave words of comfort and 
sympathy at the death of my sister Deb. Your kind and uplifting words have been very 
helpful and I wanted to thank you for being my church family. I am blessed to be a part 
of St. John. It is appreciated more than words can express.   Pam Rudick 

Trustees are looking for any members with gardening interest or experience to help plan 
the landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick. Thank you.  

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 
New Member Class 

Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek, Lifelight; 7:15 Holy Communion 
Thursday  9:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Lifelight 
Sunday Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 

Adult Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 
New Member Class 

Church Directory - We recently had a Lifetouch photography event. If you elected to 
have your complimentary 8 X 10 sent back to our congregation for pick up, the 
photographs are now located in the church overflow area. If your portrait is not in the 
current shipment, it means it will be coming in a future shipment.  
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Little Lamb Buddy Bench – The Buddy Bench donated by Champaign West Rotary has 
been delivered. The bench is a wonderful addition to the Little Lamb playground. A 
picture is posted by the narthex table. Thank you to all who brought in plastic lids and 
caps last year. 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email 
communications, please call the church office with your email address so we can add 
you to the list.  

New Member Class has begun. If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran 
Church, if you know of anybody who is interested in joining, or if you would like to 
refresh your own Lutheran catechesis, then this class is for you. Pastor Caithamer is 
teaching this class in the fellowship hall on Sunday afternoons from 1pm to 2:30pm 
through the end of November. If you have any questions, please let Pastor know: 
revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org 

.   

Positions Available at St. John Lutheran School – Our school is currently seeking 
individuals to fill two vacancies. We need a teacher assistant from 12:15-3:15 Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. This individual would assist the teachers with copying and 
preparing lesson materials for their classrooms. We also need an individual to assist with 
our school's aftercare program daily from 3:15-5:30. Please contact the school office at 
217-359-1714 for additional information. 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 24, 9a-2p for 
the Fair.  Come out and see all the wonderful creations from local craftsmen and artists. 
If you are a crafter and would like to reserve a booth, application forms are available in 
the school office and on the school website.  Contact the school office if you have any 
questions or for more information. 
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Camp CILCA News – The Catechetical Retreat for anyone in grades 5-12 is coming up 
Saturday, October 3 at Camp CILCA. This event is ONE DAY only and will include all 
outdoor activities, instruction from CID pastors, worship, and two meals. Individuals 
and whole youth groups are welcome. Cost is $40. Register at www.cilca.org/
catechetical-retreat.html.  The G.R.I.T. Run at Camp CILCA is October 24 at 10am. This 
in-person 5K winds through the 225 acres of CILCA across creek beds, trails, fields, and 
hills. Adults run for $30. 18 & under run for $10. Top overall male and female runners 
receive a CILCA hoodie. Sign up at cilca.org/homecoming.  

LWML is collecting School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. Please place the LWR 
School Kit items in the bag in the box in the coatroom. Please return school supplies 
before October 19, 2020 (packing date). The following items in each LWR School Kit: 
4- 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no 
loose-leaf paper, 1- 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other, 1- pencil sharpener, 1- blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well), 5- unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band, 5- black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber 
band, 1- box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1- 2½” eraser. Do not add other items or leave out any 
of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. Thank You.   

Providing Artillery Support For The Church Militant On The Front Lines - Issues, 
Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, 
IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week's subjects include: Christian 
Survivors of Soviet Persecution; The Demolition of the Western Mind; Media Coverage 
of Religion; The Theological Foundation & Practice of Lutheran Day Schools; and 
more.  You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your 
favorite podcast provider. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from 
the Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Creed 

The First Article - I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all 
creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and 
all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care 
of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly 
and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and 
life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from 
all evil. 

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to 
thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

Bible Passage:  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.  Romans 3:23-24 

Hymn 733  O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
Psalm 96 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Israel Departs from Sinai – Numbers 10:11-14a, 29-36 
 The People of Israel Complain Against God – Numbers 11:1-17 
 The Lord Feeds His Grumbling Peole with Quail – Numbers 11: 
                                                                                                  18-35
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost D 
September 27, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 147:1-5; antiphon: Ps. 147:6 

The Lotrn lifts up the I humble;* 
he casts the wicked I to the ground. 

Pra!se _th_e LORD! For it is good to sing praises I to our God;* 
for 1t 1s pleasant, and a song of praise is I fitting. 

The LORD builds up Je- I rusalem;* 
he gathers the outcasts of I Israel. 

He heals the broken- I hearted* 
and binds I up their wounds. 

He determines the number I of the stars;* 
he gives to all of I them their names. 

Great is our Lord. and abun-1 dant in power;* 
his understanding is beyond I measur~ 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

The LORD lifts up the I humble;* 
he casts the wicked I to the ground. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

0 bllld0 

Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. 
Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be 
led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Ps. 91:11; 103:1 

He will command his angels con- I cerning you* 
to guard you in I all your ways. 

Bless the Lo RD, I O my soul,* 
and all that is within me, bless his I holy name! 

DAILY READINGS 
September 27: Mal. 3:6-4:6; Matt. 4: 12-25: 28: Deut. I: 1-18; M;111. 5:1-20; 29: Deut. 1:19-36; Matt. 
5:21-48; 30: Deut. 1:37-2:15; Mall. 6:1-15; October 1: Deut. 2:16-37; Matt. 6:16-34; 2: Deul. 3:1-29; 
Mall. 7:1-12;3: Deut.4:1-20; Matt. 7:13-29. 

The Introit. Collect. and Grndunl arc from L11tlte.n111 Sen•ice Book: Alrar Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scrip1ure quotations. 
including those from Lutheran Se.11,ice. Book. ure from the ESV® Bihlc (The Holy Bible. English S1undard Version®). 
copyright© 2001 by Crossway. a publi shing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All righLs reserved. 

© CPH Printed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 2094 



Old Testament Reading: 
Ezekiel 18:1--4, 25-32 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 
2"What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel 
'The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children 's teeth are set on edge'? 
3As I live, declares the Lord Goo, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in 
Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine· the 
soul of the father as well as the so~! of 
the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 
die .. . . 

15"Y: -· . et you say, 'The way of the 
Lord is not just.' Hear now, 0 house 
of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not 
your ways that are not just? 26When a 
r!ghteous person turns away from his 
righteousness and does injustice, he 
shall die for it; for the injustice that he 
has _done he shall die. 21 Again, when 
a _wicked person turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does 
what is just and right, he shall save his 
life. 28Because he considered and turned 
away from all the transgressions that he 
had committed, he shall surely live; he 
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 
says, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' 
0 ?ouse oflsrael, are my ways not just? 
Is 1t not your ways that are not just? 

30"Therefore I will judge you, O 
house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, declares the Lord Goo. Repent 
and tum from all your transgressions, 
lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away 
from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed, and make yourselves 
a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, 0 house of Israel? 32For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, 
declares the Lord Goo; so tum, and 
live." 

Epistle: Philippians 2:1--4, 14-18 
1 If there is any encouragement in 

Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, 2complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or 
conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. 4Let 
each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of 
others .... 

14Do all things without grumbling 
or questioning, 15that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 
16holding fast to the word of life, so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that 
I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 
17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 
offering upon the sacrificial offering of 
your faith, I am glad and rejoice with 
you all. 18Likewise you also should be 
glad and rejoice with me. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:23-27 
~3When [Jesus] entered the temple, the 

chief priests and the elders of the people 
came ~p ~? him as he was teaching, 
an? said, By. what authority are you 
d~mg these thmgs, and who gave you 
this authority?" 24Jesus answered them 
"I also will ask you one question and 
if you tell me the answer, then 1' also 
will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25The baptism of John, 
from where did it come? From heaven 
or from man?" And they discussed it 
among themselves, saying, " If we say, 
'From_heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why 
then did you not believe him?' 26But if 
we say, 'From man,' we are afraid of 
the crowd, for they all hold that John 
was a prophet." 21s0 they answered 
Jesus, "We do not know." And he said 
to the~, "Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things." 
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