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Divine Service I 
              *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN    Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling    827   

1 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, “Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting— Who will bear the sheaves away?” 
Loud and long the Master calleth; Rich reward He offers thee.  
Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

2  Some take up His task in morning, To their Lord responding soon;  
Some are called in heat of mid-day, Others late in afternoon; 
Even as the sun is setting, Some are sent into the fields,  
There to gather in the bounty That God’s Word so richly yields. 

3  For as rain and snow from heaven Water seeds in dusty soil,  
Causing them to bud and flower, Giving bread to those who toil;  
So the Lord sends forth His promise, Words of life and joy and peace— 
Never void to Him returning, Bearing fruit and great increase.  

4  Hearken to the Lord whose coming Marks the time when grace shall end, 
When with His angelic reapers He in glory shall descend. 
Soon the night, the final harvest; Soon the time for work shall cease. 
Then the souls His grace has garnered Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace.  
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 
 This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of 
God.  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.  This is 
the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

3 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

4 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  This is the 
feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

5 For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
The Collect of the Day is spoken. 
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 
1Let me sing for my beloved  
    my love song concerning his vineyard:  
My beloved had a vineyard  
    on a very fertile hill.  
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,  
    and planted it with choice vines;  
he built a watchtower in the midst of it,  
    and hewed out a wine vat in it;  
and he looked for it to yield grapes,  
    but it yielded wild grapes. 
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3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem  
    and men of Judah,  
judge between me and my vineyard.  
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard,  
    that I have not done in it?  
When I looked for it to yield grapes,  
    why did it yield wild grapes? 
5 And now I will tell you  
    what I will do to my vineyard.  
I will remove its hedge,  
    and it shall be devoured;  
I will break down its wall,  
    and it shall be trampled down.  
6 I will make it a waste;  
    it shall not be pruned or hoed,  
    and briers and thorns shall grow up;  
I will also command the clouds  
    that they rain no rain upon it. 
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts  
    is the house of Israel,  
and the men of Judah  
    are his pleasant planting;  
and he looked for justice,  
    but behold, bloodshed; 
for righteousness,  
    but behold, an outcry! 

After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING:  Philippians 3:4b-14 

 4bIf anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
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righteousness under the law, blameless. 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that 
I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 
lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.   
      Alleluia, alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a 
fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and 
went into another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 
the tenants to get his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the 
same to them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill 
him and have his inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. 40 When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out 
the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 
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42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone that the builders rejected  

    has become the cornerstone;  
this was the Lord's doing,  
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees 
heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46 And although they 
were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   O Love, How Deep   544    

1  O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought and fantasy, 
 That God, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

2  He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place,  
 But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself but us. 

3  For us baptized, for us He bore His holy fast and hungered sore;  
 For us temptation sharp He knew; For us the tempter over threw. 

4 For us He prayed; for us He taught; For us His daily works He wrought, 
 By words and signs and actions thus Still seeking not Himself but us. 

5  For us by wickedness betrayed, For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 
 He bore the shameful cross and death; For us He gave His dying breath.  

6  For us He rose from death again; For us He went on high to reign; 
 For us He sent His Spirit here To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.  

∆7 All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high, so broad; 
 The trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore.  

SERMON   “New Tenants”   Matthew 21: 33-46     
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*NICENE CREED 
     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  
     things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
     God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God   
     of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom  
     all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and  
     was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the  
     third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and  
     sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both  
     the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
     Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
     apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I  
     look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 

*LORDS PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN   God Loved the World So That He Gave   571   

1  God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save,  
 That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

2  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
 All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone.  

3  God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh;  
 His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

4  Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done;  
 And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good.  

5  If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
 Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

∆6  Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One!  
 To You, O blessed Trinity, Be praise now and eternally!  

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Videographer:  Lou Ann 
 
Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the hours of 
10am and 2pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or you can email  
pmartin - at - stjjohn-lcms.org . You can also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor revcaithamer - 
at - stjohn-lcms.org. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time for church services. It does 
make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing enough space for 
everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances do not always allow for everyone to 
sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome those who may come otherwise unannounced. 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Dan & Karen in honor 
of Pastor & Mar Ehlers 60th wedding anniversary on October 8th.  We also remember the 
following people in our prayers: for peace and comfort: The family of Mary at her death on 
September 28th; upcoming surgery: Aidan; hospitalized: Martin-son of Letty; for healing and 
recovery: Whitney-wife of Ellie grandson, Cookie, Paul, Barbara-friend of the congregation, 
Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-
great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter 
of Bob & Joan, Joan Gray-of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & 
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Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for successful treatments: Kendra 
(school parent), Luke, Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  for 
those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy,Brandon, Ben, Allyson, 
Zachary;  for our homebound: Esther, Geneice, Lavina.   

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email communications, 
please call the church office with your email address so we can add you to the list. If we have 
your email address and you are not getting them, please check your spam folder.  

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible 

Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class  
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Fellowship Board, Evangelism, Trustees; 6:30 

School Board 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek, Lifelight; 6:00 Handbells; 7:15 Holy 

Communion 
Thursday  7:00 Men’s Prayer Breakfast; 9:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Lifelight 
Sunday Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible 

Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class 

Church Directory - We recently had a Lifetouch photography event. If you elected to have 
your complimentary 8x10 sent back to our congregation for pick up, the photographs are now 
located in the church overflow area. If your portrait is not in the current shipment, it means it 
will be coming in a future shipment.  

New Member Class has begun. If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran Church, if 
you know of anybody who is interested in joining, or if you would like to refresh your own 
Lutheran catechesis, then this class is for you. Pastor Caithamer is teaching this class in the 
fellowship hall on Sunday afternoons from 1pm to 2:30pm through the end of November. If 
you have any questions, please let Pastor know: revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org 

Positions Available at St. John Lutheran School – Our school is currently seeking individuals 
to fill two vacancies.  We need a teacher assistant from 12:15-3:15 Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays.  This individual would assist the teachers with copying and preparing lesson materials 
for their classrooms. We also need an individual to assist with our school's aftercare program 
daily from 3:15-5:30. Please contact the school office at 217-359-1714 for additional 
information. 

 Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe, socially 
distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesday from 6:15-6:45 pm. No experience or music 
reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring. 
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Available – If you are in need, several home-made masks have been donated to the church and 
school and can be found on the narthex table. Adult and children sizes are available.  

Trustees are looking to form a committee that will hold informal meetings over the phone or 
zoom to help plan the landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick. Thank you.  

Box Tops Cubs vs. Cards – Inning 6: Cubs-61, Cards-78.  Total to date: Cubs-199, Cards-169.  
Bring in clipped Box Tops to help your favorite baseball team score “runs” in the game! 
Gather up all those Box Tops you have collected and place them in either the Cubs or 
Cardinals Box Top container in the school office. *Only physical, clipped Box Tops can be 
counted for the contest.  Electronic Box Tops will benefit the school, but they cannot be 
counted for the contest. 

LWML is collecting School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. Please place the LWR School 
Kit items in the bag in the box in the coatroom. Please return school supplies before October 
19, 2020 (packing date). The following items in each LWR School Kit: 4- 70-sheet notebooks 
of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper, 1- 30-centimeter 
ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other, 1- pencil sharpener, 1- 
blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well), 5- unsharpened #2 
pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band, 5- black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel 
ink); secure together with a rubber band, 1- box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1- 2½” eraser. Do not add 
other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition. 
Thank You.   

Little Lamb Buddy Bench – The Buddy Bench donated by Champaign West Rotary has been 
delivered. The bench is a wonderful addition to the Little Lamb playground. A picture is posted by the 
narthex table. Thank you to all who brought in plastic lids and caps last year. 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 24, 9a-2p for the Fair.  Come 
out and see all the wonderful creations from local craftsmen and artists. If you are a crafter and would 
like to reserve a booth, application forms are available in the school office and on the school website. 
Contact the school office if you have any questions or for more information. 

Art & Craft Donations – Are you a Weekend Crafter?  Enjoy making things but do not have enough to 
set up your own table?  We are looking for donations for the Arts & Crafts Fair.  There will be a table 
available for donated art and craft items and 100% percent of the proceeds from the sale of those items 
will go to the school. Contact the school office for more information. 

A Daily, 15-Minute, Verse-by-Verse Bible Study – The Word of the Lord Endures Forever is a 
podcast hosted by LCMS Pastor Will Weedon and produced by Lutheran Public Radio in 
Collinsville, IL.  Pastor Weedon will be leading a study this week on Matthew 10 and 11: Not 
Peace, But a Sword; Rewards; Messengers from John the Baptist; Woe to Unrepentant Cities; and 
more.  You can listen on-demand at thewordendures.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite 
podcast provider. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Creed 

The First Article - I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? I believe that God has made me and all creatures; 
that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 
my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, 
wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily 
provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all 
evil. 
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank 
and praise, serve and obey Him. 
This is most certainly true. 

Bible Passage:  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23 

Hymn 656  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   (st. 1) 
Psalm 46 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Aaron and Miriam Speak against Moses – Numbers 12:1-16 
 Spies Are Sent into Canaan – Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33 
 Israel Refuses to Enter Canaan; Moses Intercedes – Numbers 14:1-24
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