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 Divine Service III  
            *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN  525   Crown Him with Many Crowns  

1 Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne;  
 Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee,  
 And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity.  

2  Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born, 
 Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn: 
 Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem,  
 The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem.  

3  Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side,  
 Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
 No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
 But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright.  

4  Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
 And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save.  
 His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,  
 Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

5  Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above,  
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 Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 
 Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall; 
 Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all.  

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
P Glory be to God on high; 
C and on earth peace, good-will toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 

worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O 
Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sin of 
the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray... 
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 45:1-7 

1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,  
    whose right hand I have grasped,  
to subdue nations before him  
    and to loose the belts of kings,  
to open doors before him  
    that gates may not be closed:  
2 “I will go before you  
    and level the exalted places,  
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze  
    and cut through the bars of iron,  
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness  
    and the hoards in secret places,  
that you may know that it is I, the Lord,  
    the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob,  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    and Israel my chosen,  
I call you by your name,  
    I name you, though you do not know me.  
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other,  
    besides me there is no God;  
    I equip you, though you do not know me,  
6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun  
    and from the west, that there is none besides me;  
    I am the Lord, and there is no other.  
7 I form light and create darkness;  
    I make well-being and create calamity;  
    I am the Lord, who does all these things. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We give thanks to God always for all 
of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, 3 remembering before our God and 
Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your 
sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in 
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all 
the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For not only has the word of the 
Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 
forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything. 9 For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Alleluia and Verse 
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Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*Holy Gospel 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.    
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that 
you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's 
opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription 
is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 22 When they heard it, 
they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

*NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   940   Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 

1 Holy God, we praise Thy name; Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
 All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in heav’n above adore Thee.  
 Infinite Thy vast domain, Everlasting is Thy reign.  

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising; 
 Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising,  
 Fill the heav’ns with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy Lord! 

3 Lo, the apostles’ holy train Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
 Prophets swell the glad refrain, And the white robed martyrs follow, 

 And from morn to set of sun Through the Church the song goes on.  

4 Thou art King of Glory, Christ; Son of God, yet born of Mary. 
 For us sinners sacrificed, As to death a Tributary,  
 First to break the bars of death, Thou hast opened heav’n to faith. 

∆5 Holy Father, holy Son, Holy Spirit, three we name Thee;  
 Though in essence only one, Undivided God we claim Thee 

 And, adoring, bend the knee While we own the mystery. 

SERMON  “Two Kingdoms”    Matthew 22:15-22 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

*OFFERTORY 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
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*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   850   God of Grace and God of Glory 

1 God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;  
 Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,  
 For the facing of this hour.  

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 
 From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,  
  For the living of these days.  

3 Cure Your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to Your control;  
 Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,  
 Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

4 Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;  
 Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.  
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,  
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 Serving You whom we adore.  

 

SERVING: 
 Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
 Organist:  Keith Williams 
 Videographer:  Lou Ann 

Church Directory - We recently had a Lifetouch photography event. If you elected to 
have your complimentary 8x10 sent back to our congregation for pick up, the 
photographs are now located in the church overflow area. If your portrait is not in the 
current shipment, it means it will be coming in a future shipment.  

Voter’s Meeting at 1:00pm in the fellowship hall. 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 Voter’s 
Meeting 

Monday 6:30 LWML 
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Council 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek, Lifelight; 6:00 Handbells; 7:15 Holy 

Communion 
Thursday  9:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Lifelight 
Friday Newsletter deadline 
Saturday 9:00 Craft Fair 
Sunday Reformation Day Obs.: 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class 
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Mike & Maxine 
in celebration of their 31st wedding anniversary October 21st.  We also remember the 
following people in our prayers:  for healing and recovery: Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, 
Whitney-wife of Ellie Arp’s grandson, Paul, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-
infant relative of Joyce, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-
great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for 
successful treatments: Kendra (school parent), Luke, Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, 
Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, 
Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Mavis, Esther, 
Walt.   

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

St. John Arts & Crafts Fair - This Saturday, 9a-2p! – Come out and see all the 
wonderful creations from local craftsmen and artists.  The St. John students have also 
made crafts for this event.  The Bake Sale will include individual items to eat on site and 
also items to take home.  Soup, salads, and sandwiches will be available for lunch.  
**Masks are required at this event.** 

  
St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – Bake Sale Donations – Get you cookie sheets and baking 
pans ready.  Donations are needed for the Bake Sale at the Arts & Crafts Fair – cookies, 
bars, pies, cakes, anything you like.  Items can be packaged individually or in groups.  
Please label your item name and if it contains any common food allergens (for example: 
Chocolate Chip Cookies contain nuts.)  Items should be brought to the school office on 
Friday by 3pm or to the gym lobby Friday 5-7pm or Saturday by 8:30am.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted by the Fellowship Hall.  Contact the school office if you have any 
questions. 
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St. John Arts & Crafts Fair – Volunteers Needed – We need volunteers on Saturday, 
starting at 2p to help with clean-up, putting away tables, etc.   A sign-up sheet is posted 
by the Fellowship Hall.  The school office may be contacted as well. 

Beef House Fundraiser – Get ready for the holiday season or just family dinner.  Order 
forms for Beef House rolls, Strawberry Jam and Apple Butter are available on the 
narthex table.  Orders are due in the school office by Monday, October 26.  Delivery will 
be on Monday, November 9. 

Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe, 
socially distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesday from 6:15-6:45 pm. No 
experience or music reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring. 

College Bulletin Board – The Evangelism Board is seeking names and pictures of our 
college students. We would also like to remember them in our prayers on Sunday 
morning. Please send their name, major, school and picture to block - at - stjohls.com 
Thank you for your help with this project.  

Trustees are looking to form a committee that will hold informal meetings over the 
phone or zoom to help plan the landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick. 
Thank you.  

Box Tops Cubs vs. Cards – Inning 8: Cubs-50, Cards-83.  Total to date: Cubs-326, 
Cards-323.  Last week to bring in any clipped Box Tops. 

German Meal - You are invited to the annual German Meal at St. John's Lutheran 
Church of rural Bath  (10844 N Co Rd 1400E, Bath, IL 62617) being held on Monday, 
October 19 from 4:30-7:30. Funds raised at this meal will go toward the support of Deaf 
Missions in the Central Illinois and especially at Christ for the Deaf Lutheran Church of 
Jacksonville, IL. The menu will include: Schnitzel, Spaetzle, Bratwurst, German Potato 
Salad, Red Cabbage, Sauerkraut and a great assortment of desserts. This will be a “to 
go” meal only all for a donation of your choice. Customers are asked to enter through 
the north doors of the church to pick up their meals and to please observe safe 
distancing. For more information call the church at (309) 546-2434. 
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LWML is collecting School Supplies for Lutheran World Relief. Please place the LWR 
School Kit items in the bag in the box in the coatroom. Please return school supplies 
before October 19, 2020 (packing date). The following items in each LWR School Kit: 
4- 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college ruled paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no 
loose-leaf paper, 1- 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other, 1- pencil sharpener, 1- blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 
steel blades work well), 5- unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band, 5- black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber 
band, 1- box of 16 or 24 crayons, 1- 2½” eraser. Do not add other items or leave out any 
of the items listed. All items should be new and in good condition.  

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or 
you can email pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor(revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org) Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time 
for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and 
in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances 
do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome 
those who may come otherwise unannounced. 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email 
communications, please call the church office with your email address so we can add 
you to the list.  

Real Reformation Radio - Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast produced by Lutheran 
Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken.  This week’s topics 
include: Evangelical Buzz Words; The Ten Commandments & Proverbs; Original Sin; The 
Hymn “God Loved the World So That He Gave” and more.  You can listen at your convenience 
at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.  

LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    

The Creed 

 11

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mctAxX-nORUGypOAiyHhcQTjTyR5KWHlttpqfYuUYXcjKcvh-9ddjCV28QXUugMzPw7YgE9QZxqGV9NVcYoP96a6TNG31cZWdcGHd67leZZ21fKvkibVpHY8GN3icCqwHHqhBH4zlXviSEEgSlZYRg==&c=xbt0OLnYMv2Xq568jANgbe4w0wc5C1Fcm9k6PANweHcwGEZSho3gJg==&ch=b2jtBBcI8kUD5KKb9CSIz-IstR-lwez_VYwG60wVCURGB7iHfMUtEw==


The Second Article - And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

What does this mean? I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of 
the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is 
my Lord, 
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with 
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, 
that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him 
in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 
just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 

Bible Passage:  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  
Philippians 2:8-11 

Hymn 656  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God   (st. 3) 
Psalm 119:137-144 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 The Budding of Aaron’s Rod – Numbers 16:41-17:11 
 Moses Strikes the Rock – Numbers 20:1-13 
 The Death of Aaron – Numbers 20:14-29
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 18, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 121:1--4, 1-8; antiphon: Ps. 121:5 
The Lo1m is your I keeper;* 

the Lo1m is your shade on your I right hand. 
I lift up my eyes I to the hills.* 

From where does my I help come? 
My help comes I from the LORD,* 

who made I heaven and ea1th. 
He will not let y~ I foot be moved;* 

he who keeps you will not I slumber. 
Behold, he who keeps I Israel* 

will neither slum- I ber nor sleep. 
The LORD will keep you from all I evil;* 

he will I keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your I coming in* 

from this time forth and for- I evermore. 
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 

and to the Holy I Spirit; 
as it was in the be- I ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 
The LORD is your I keeper;* 

the LORD is your shade on your I right hand. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

0 6:1:dn 

0 God, the protector of all who trust in You, have mercy on us that with You as our 
ruler and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not the things 
eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Ps. 97:17; 703:7 

He will command his angels con- I cerning you* 
to guard you in I all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, I O my soul,* 
and all that is within me, bless his I holy name! 

DAILY READINGS 
October 18: Deut. 17:1-20; Matt. 14:1-21; 19: Deut. 18:1-22; Matt. 14:22-36; 20: Deut. 19:1-20: Mau. 
15:1-20; 21: Deut. 20:1-20; Matt. 15:21-39; 22: Deut. 21:1-23; Matt. 16:1-12: 23: Deut. 24:10-25:1 0; 
Matt. 16:13-28; 24: Deut. 25:17-26:19; Matt. 17:1-13. 

The Introit, Collect. and Gradual ure from luthem11 SC'rl'ice Book: Altar Book. © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations. 
including those from lurhem11 Sen,ia Book. arc from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible. English Standard Version'"'L 
copyright© 200 I by Crossway. a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

© CPH Printed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org '.!0103 



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 45:1-7 
1 Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to 

Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped, 

to subdue nations before him 
and to loose the belts of kings, 

to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: 

2 "I will go before you 
and level the exalted places. 

1 will break in pieces the doors of 
bronze 

and cut through the bars of iron, 
3 I will give you the treasures of 

darkness 
and the hoards in secret places, 

that you may know that it is I, the 
LORD, 

the God of Israel. who call you by 
your name. 

" For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
and Israel my chosen. 

I call you by your name, 
1 name you, though you do not 

know me. 
:\ I am the Lo1rn, and there is no other 

besides me there is no God· ' 
I equip you, though you do not 

know me. 
0 that people may know, from the risirig 

of the sun 
and from the west, that there is none 

besides me; 
I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

7 I form light and create darkness, 
I make well-being and create 

calamity, 
I am the LORD, who does all these 

things." 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in 

God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
2We give thanks to God always for all 

of you. constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, 3remembering before our God 

and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers loved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because 
our gospel came to you not only in word, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction. You know what 
kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. 6And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for you received the 
word in much affliction, with the joy of 
the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. 8For not only has the word 
of the Lord sounded forth from you in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith 
in God has gone forth everywhere, so 
that we need not say anything. 9for they 
themselves repoi1 concerning us the kind 
of reception we had among you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, IOand to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted 

how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know 
that you are true and teach the way of 
God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed 
b~ appea~ances. l7Tell us, then, what you 
thmk. ls It lawful to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?" 18But Jesus, aware of their ma!~ 
ice, sai_d, '.'Why put me to the test. you 
hypocntes? 19Show me the coin for the 
~ax." And they brought him a denarius. 
- 0And Jesus said to them, "Whose like-
ness and inscription is this?" 2 I They 
said, "Caesar's." Then he said to them 
"Therefore render to Caesar the thing~ 
that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's." '.!'.!When they heard it, they 
marveled. And they left him and went 
away. 
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