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Divine Service II

*stand as you are able

OPENING HYMN 802

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.
2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
3 To all life Thou givest— to both great and small—
In all life Thou livest, the true Life of all;
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree
And wither and perish— but naught changes Thee.
4 Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render: O help us to see
Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee.
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*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
*INTROIT
*KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
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*HYMN OF PRAISE This is the Feast
P This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia.
C Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of
God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and blessing and
glory are His. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the
people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory
and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory for
our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia, alleluia.
*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.)
C Amen.
Old Testament Reading: Amos 5:18-24
18Woe

to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
19
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21 “I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24 But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 But

we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord,[a] that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen
asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1[Jesus

said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps[a]
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For
when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and
slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying,
‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for
yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I
say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN OF THE DAY 516

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying

1 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight hears the welcome voices And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia!
With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”
2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all glorious, The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call.
3 Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of Thy glory;
Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
SERMON Always Be Ready” Matthew 25:1-13
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*LORD’S PRAYER
*COLLECT
*BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 663

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray

1 Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken;
For the foe, Well we know, Is a harvest reaping
While the saints are sleeping.
2 Watch against the devil’s snares Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey Oft are they Who secure are sleeping
And no watch are keeping.
3 Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see Lest there be Faithless friends to charm you,
Who but seek to harm you.
4 Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within, All your hopes to shatter;
Heed not when they flatter.
5 But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing.
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will Shall unite to serve Him
And forever love Him.
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Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer
Organist: Keith Williams
Videographer: Lou Ann
OUR WEEK AHEAD
Today
23rd Sunday after Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible
Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class
Monday
5:30 Finance Board
Tuesday
6:00 Elders
Wednesday Veteran’s Day; 8:20 Chapel; 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 5:45 Midweek
School, Lifelight; 6:00 Handbells; 7:15 Holy Communion
Thursday
9:00 Lifelight; 6:30 Men’s Choir, Lifelight
Sunday
24thd Sunday after Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible
Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member Class;
2:00 Rake n Run
OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are in honor of all Veterans and
their families who are serving and have served in the United States Military and Defense
Organizations who also give and have given up so much for our freedoms. We also
remember the following people in our prayers: for successful surgery: Shirley; for healing
and recovery: Esther, Judy, Karla, Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s
grandson, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John,
Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan,
Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joanmother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father
of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd; for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school
parent), Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy; for our college
students: Ethan, Kai, Margaret. for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick,
Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary; for our homebound: Gaylord, Walt.
For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain:
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html
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Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email communications,
please call the church office with your email address so we can add you to the list.
Sign Up for Church Services: Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or you
can email pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor
revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time for church
services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing
enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances do not always
allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome those who may come
otherwise unannounced.
Rake ‘n Run - Next Week - This is a Youth-sponsored event. Volunteers from the
congregation will rake leaves for church members who request assistance. Five to eight
rakers are needed for each yard. Please help us to ensure every yard gets raked. We will
meet at the church at 2pm to receive yard assignments and leave in groups. Sign-up sheet
is on the Youth bulletin Board by the church office. *If you would like your yard raked,
please contact the church office at 359-1123 to be included this year.
LWML School Kits - The last count was 77 school kits supplies and 2 quilts were donated. The

supplies were taken from their packaging and put into nylon string purple backpacks then packed
into boxes and delivered October 30 between 1:00-4:30pm to the LWR Pick-up Truck at Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Flatville. We thank God providing for you so you could give the school supplies,
children around the world will be able to attend school with the supplies. In one country if a child
does not have a pencil, the child cannot attend school. Thank you.

Beef House Fundraiser – If you missed the order deadline or just want more, there will be
extra rolls and Strawberry Jam. Contact the school office to purchase, All items will be
delivered on Monday November 9, 10:50am. The rolls must be kept frozen and freezer
space is limited. Please make every effort to pick up when they are delivered.
Veteran’s Day - Due to Covid guidelines, St. John will not be hosting an assembly this year.
Our students will be honoring veterans in their classrooms. We thank every veteran for
their service to our country and look forward to a future date when we can publicly honor
them.
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St. John Arts & Crafts Fair Items – There is a table in the fellowship hall of items made
and donated by St. John church members. Proceeds from this table go to St. John Lutheran
Church & School. If you would like to make a free will donation, please put in the drop
box by the school office.
Trustees are looking to form a committee that will hold informal meetings over the phone or
zoom to help plan the landscaping of the church property. Please contact Rick. Thank you.
Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe, socially
distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesday from 6:15-6:45 pm. No experience or
music reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring.
Expert Guests, Expansive Topics, Extolling Christ - Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and
podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor
Todd Wilken. This week’s teachings include: The TV Series “The Mandalorian;” 1 Peter;
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Praise; The Doctrine and Practice of Closed Communion; and
more. You can listen at your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your
favorite podcast provider.
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LEARN BY HEART
THE FAMILY ALTAR
The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the
Small Catechism by heart this week:
The Lord’s Prayer - The Introduction
Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to
believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true children, so
that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear
children ask their dear father.
The First Petition - Hallowed be Thy name.
What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we
pray in this petition that it may be kept holy among us also.
How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the
Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children
of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear
Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s
Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this,
heavenly Father!
Bible Passage: Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no
one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians
12:3
Hymn 677 For All the Saints (sts. 4-6)
Psalm 98
Bible Readings for the Week:
Moses Dies on Mount Nebo – Deuteronomy 32:48-52; 34:1-12
Joshua Takes Moses’ Place and Prepares to Cross the Jordan –
Joshua 1:1-18
Rahab the Harlot Hides the Spies – Joshua 2:1-24
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Twenty-third Sunday
after Pentecost
November 8, 2020
INTROIT

Ps. 84:1, 9-12; antiphon: Ps. 84:3

[lbllldn

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may I lay her young,*
at your altars, 0 LORD of hosts, my King I and my God.
How lovely is your I dwelling place,*
0 I LORD of hosts!
Behold our shield, I O God;*
look on the face of your a-1 nointed!
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand I elsewhere.*
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents
of I wickedness.
For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and I honor.*
No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- I rightly.
0 I LORD of hosts,*
blessed is the one who I trusts in you!
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son*
and to the Holy I Spirit;
as it was in the be- I ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. I Amen.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may I lay her young,*
at your altars, 0 LORD of hosts, my King I and my God.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His bride, the
Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His
eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

GRADUAL

Rev. 7: 14b; Ps. 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- 1 lation. *
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood I of the Lamb.
Blessed are those whose strength is I in you,*
in whose heait are the highways to I Zion.

DAILY READINGS
November 8: Jer. 20: 1-18; Matt. 24:29-51; 9: Jer. 22: 1-23; Man. 25: 1-13; 10: Jer. 23:1-20; Matt. 25: 1430; 11: Jer. 23:21-40; Matt. 25 :31-46; 12: Jer. 25:1-18; Matt. 26:1-19; 13: Jer. 26:1-19; Matt. 26:20--35;
14: Jer. 29: I- I 9; Matt. 26:36--56.
The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations.
including those from L111hem11 Service Book, are from the ESV ® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by pcnnission. All rights reserved.

© CPH Printed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church' s publisher• Visit us at CPH.org
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Old Testament Reading:
Amos 5:18-24
18 Woe to you who desire the day of
the LORD!
Why would you have the day of
the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
19 as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned
his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20 Is not the day of the Lo RD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness
in it?
21 "I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your
solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your
burnt offerings and grain
offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your
fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23 Take away from me the noise of
your songs;
to the melody of your harps I
will not listen.
24 But let justice roll down like
waters,
and righteousness like an everflowing stream."

Epistle:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers, about those
who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope.
14For since we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep. 15For this we

declare to you by a word from the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not
precede those who have fallen asleep.
16For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first.
I?Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we will always be with
the Lord. 18Therefore encourage one
another with these words.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
![Jesus said:] "The kingdom of
heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3for when
the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, 4but the wise took
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As
the bridegroom was delayed, they
all became drowsy and slept. 6But
at midnight there was a cry, 'Here is
the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him.' 7Then all those virgins rose and
trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9But
the wise answered, saying, 'Since
there will not be enough for us and
for you, go rather to the dealers and
buy for yourselves.' lOAnd while they
were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went
in with him to the marriage feast, and
the door was shut. 1I Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord,
lord, open to us.' 12But he answered,
'Truly, I say to you, I do not know
you.' 13 Watch therefore, for you know
neither the day nor the hour."

