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 Divine Service III  

OPENING HYMN  941   We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

1 We praise You and acknowledge You, O God, to be the Lord, 
 The Father everlasting, by all the earth adored. 
 To You all angel powers cry aloud, the heavens sing, 
 The cherubim and seraphim their praises to You bring: 
  “O holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
 Your majesty and glory fill the heavens and the earth!” 

2 The band of the apostles in glory sing Your praise; 
 The fellowship of prophets their deathless voices raise. 
 The martyrs of Your kingdom, a great and noble throng, 
 Sing with the holy Church throughout all the world this song: 
 “O all majestic Father, Your true and only Son, 
 And Holy Spirit, Comforter— forever Three in One!” 

3 You, Christ, are King of glory, the everlasting Son, 
 Yet You, with boundless love, sought to rescue ev’ryone: 
 You laid aside Your glory, were born of virgin’s womb, 
 Were crucified for us and were placed into a tomb; 
 Then by Your resurrection You won for us reprieve — 
 You opened heaven’s kingdom to all who would believe. 
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4 You sit in splendid glory, enthroned at God’s right hand, 
 Upholding earth and heaven by forces You command. 
 We know that You will come as our Judge that final day, 
 So help Your servants You have redeemed by blood, we pray; 
 May we with saints be numbered where praises never end, 
 In glory everlasting.  Amen, O Lord, amen! 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

*INTROIT 
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*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
P Glory be to God on high; 
C and on earth peace, good-will toward men.  We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we 

worship Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.  O 
Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  Thou that takest away the sin of 
the world, receive our prayer.  Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us.  For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.  
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray... 
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Zephaniah 1:7-16 
7 Be silent before the Lord GOD!  
    For the day of the LORD is near; 
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice  
    and consecrated his guests.  
8 And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—  
“I will punish the officials and the king's sons  
    and all who array themselves in foreign attire.  
9 On that day I will punish  
    everyone who leaps over the threshold,  
and those who fill their master's house  
    with violence and fraud. 
10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, 
    “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,  
a wail from the Second Quarter,  
    a loud crash from the hills.  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11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!  
    For all the traders are no more;  
    all who weigh out silver are cut off.  
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,  
    and I will punish the men  
who are complacent,  
    those who say in their hearts,  
‘The LORD will not do good,  
    nor will he do ill.’  
13 Their goods shall be plundered,  
    and their houses laid waste.  
Though they build houses,  
    they shall not inhabit them;  
though they plant vineyards,  
    they shall not drink wine from them.” 
14 The great day of the LORD is near,  
    near and hastening fast;  
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the mighty man cries aloud there.  
15 A day of wrath is that day,  
    a day of distress and anguish,  
a day of ruin and devastation,  
    a day of darkness and gloom,  
a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16     a day of trumpet blast and battle cry  
against the fortified cities  
    and against the lofty battlements. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for 
that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the 
day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 
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9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live 
with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you 
are doing. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Alleluia and Verse 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*Holy Gospel 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.    
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

14 [Jesus said:] “It will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 
entrusted to them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, 
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents 
went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the 
two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug 
in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those 
servants came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; 
here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 
slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no 
seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 
should have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give 
it to him who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will 
have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 
30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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*NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  508   The Day Is Surely Drawing Near 

1 The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God’s anointed, 
 In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed. 
 Then fright shall banish idle mirth,  
 And flames on flames shall ravage earth 
 As Scripture long has warned us. 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound And all the earth be shaken, 
 And all who rest beneath the ground Shall from their sleep awaken. 
 But all who live will in that hour, 
 By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, 
 Be changed at His commanding. 

3 The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling 
 What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was dwelling, 
 And ev’ry heart be clearly seen,  
 And all be known as they have been 
 In thoughts and words and actions. 
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4 Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures, 
 Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures! 
 With shame and trembling they will stand 
 And at the judge’s stern command 
 To Satan be delivered. 

5  My Savior paid the debt I owe And for my sin was smitten; 
 Within the Book of Life I know My name has now been written. 
 I will not doubt, for I am free, 
 And Satan cannot threaten me; 
 There is no condemnation! 

6 May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit 
 Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit. 

 Then we shall see Him face to face, 
 With all His saints in that blest place 
 Which He has purchased for us. 

7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation; 
 We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation 
 O hear and grant our fervent plea: 
 Come, mighty judge, and set us free 
 From death and ev’ry evil. 

SERMON   “The Joy of Your Master”   Matthew 25:14-30 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*THANKSGIVING 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
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*COLLECT 
*SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  781   We Give Thee But Thine Own 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be; 
    All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

2  May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive 
    And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give! 

3  Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, And homes are bare and cold, 
    And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled Are straying from the fold. 

4  To comfort and to bless, To find a balm for woe, 
    To tend the lone and fatherless Is angels’ work below. 

5  The captive to release, To God the lost to bring, 
    To teach the way of life and peace, It is a Christ-like thing. 

6  And we believe Thy Word, Though dim our faith may be: 
    Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, We do it unto Thee. 

 

Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
Organist:  Keith Williams 
Videographer:  Lou Ann 
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – We remember the following people in our 
prayers:  for healing and recovery: Esther, Judy, Karla, Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, 
Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant 
relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-
great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for 
successful treatments: Luke Armstrong, Kendra McClure (school parent), Cari Cannon 
(school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  for our college students: 
Ethan, Kai, Margaret.  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua,Nick,Taylor, 
Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Gaylord, Walt.   

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today 24th Sunday after Pentecost; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible 

Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New Member 
Class; 2:00 Rake n Run 

Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 – Council 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 5:45 Midweek School; 6:00 Handbells; 7:15 Holy 

Communion 
Thursday  6:30 Men’s Choir 
Sunday Last Sunday of the Church Year; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult 

Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New 
Member Class 

 9



Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe, 
socially distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesday from 6:15-6:45 pm. No 
experience or music reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring. 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list of members’ email addresses to 
communicate with the congregation. If you are not receiving these email 
communications, please call the church office with your email address so we can add 
you to the list.  

Nursery Remodel - Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the 
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track 
the progress on the chart. 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or 
you can email pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org  You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of 
time for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier 
and in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that 
circumstances do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still 
welcome those who may come otherwise unannounced. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from 
the Small Catechism by heart this week:    
  

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Second Petition – Thy kingdom come. 

What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by 
itself without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may 
come to us also. 

How does God’s kingdom come? God’s kingdom comes when our 
heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we 
believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there 
in eternity. 

Bible Passage:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 
earth.  Genesis 1:1 

Hymn 677  For All the Saints (sts. 7-8) 
Psalm 72:1-14 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Gabriel Appears to Zechariah – Luke 1:5-25 
 The Annunciation – Luke 1:26-38
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Twenty-fourth Sunday 
after Pentecost 
November 15, 2020 

INTROIT 

0 ~!l!dn 
Ps. 143:2, 5-6, 10-11; antiphon: Ps. 143: 1 

Hear my prayer, 0 LORD; give ear to my pleas for I mercy!* 
In your faithfulness answer me, in your I 1ighteousness ! 

Enter not into judgment with your I servant,* 
for no one Ii ving is 1ighteous be- I fore you. 

I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that I you have done;* 
I ponder the work I of your hands. 

I stretch out my I hands to you;* 
my soul thirsts for you like a I parched land. 

Teach me to do your will, for you I are my God!* 
Let your good Spirit lead me on I level ground! 

For your name's sake, 0 LORD, pre- I serve my life!* 
In your righteousness bring my soul out of I trouble! 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

Hear my prayer, 0 LORD; give ear to my pleas for I mercy!* 
In your faithfulness answer me, in your I righteousness! 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious 

promises to those who trust in You. Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant 
us to Ii ve in the light of Your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never be found 
wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu-1 lation.* 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood I of the Lamb. 

Blessed are those whose strength is I in you,* 
in whose heart are the highways to I Zion. 

DAILY READINGS 
November 15: Jer. 30:1-24; Matt. 26:57-75; 16: Jer. 31:1-17, 23-34: Matt. 27:1-IO; 17: Jer. 33:1-22: Matt. 
27:11 - 32; 18: Jer. 37:1-21; Matt. 27:33-56~ 19: Jer. 38:1-28; Man. 27:57-66; 20: Dan. 1:1-21; Mall. 28:1-20; 
21: Dan. 2:1 -23; Rev. 18:1-24. 

The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from Lutheran Sen•ice Book: A/wr Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations. 
including those from Lwhemn Se1v ice Book, arc from. the ESV® Bi hie ~The Holy Bi hie. English Standard Version®). 
copyright (D 2001 hy Crossway, a puhhshmg mrn1stry of Good News Puhhshers. Used by pcrn11ss1on. All nghts reserved. 

© CPH Primed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Yorn· church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 20113 



Old Testament Reading: 
Zephaniah 1:7-16 
7 Be silent before the Lord Goo! 

For the day of the LORD is near: 
the LoRD has prepared a sacrifice 

and consecrated his guests. 
8 And on the day of the LoRD' s sacrifice-

''! will punish the officials and the king's sons 
and all who array themselves in foreign 

attire. 
9 On that day I will punish 

everyone who leaps over the threshold, 
and those who fill their master's house 

with violence and fraud. 

to "On that day," declares the LORD, 
''a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quruter, 
a loud crash from the hills. 

11 Wail, 0 inhabitants of the Mortar! 
For all the traders are no more: 
all who weigh out silver ru·e cut off. 

12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with 
lamps, 

and I will punish the men 
who are complacent, 

those who say in their hearts, 
'The LORD will not do good, 

nor will he do ill.' 
13 Their goods shall be plundered, 

and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 

they ,shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 

they shall not drink wine from them." 

I4The great day of the LoRD is near, 
near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; 
the mighty man cries aloud there. 

1s A day of wrath is that day, 
a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 
a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements. 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
'Now concerning the times and the seasons, 

brothers, you have no need to have anything 
written to you. 2for you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night. 3While people are saying, 
"There is peace and secmi ty," then sud~en 
destruction will come upon them as labor pams 
come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not 
escape. 4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for 
that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you are 

all children of light, children of the day. We are 
not of the night or of the darkness. 6So then let 
us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober. 7for those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, are drunk at night. BBut 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having 
put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 
helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not 
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 1Dwho died for us 
so that whether we are awake or asleep we might 
live with him. I I Therefore encourage one another 
and build one another up, just as you are doing. 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 
14[Jesus said:] "It will be like a man going on a 

journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 
them his property. ISTo one he gave five talents, 
to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had 
received the five talents went at once and traded 
with them, and he made five talents more. 17So 
also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. I8But he who had received the one talent 
went and dug in the ground and hid his master's 
money. t9Now after a long time the master of 
those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. 20And he who had received the five talents 
came forward, bringing five talenL<; more. saying. 
'Master, you delivered to me five talents: here I 
have made five talents more.' 21His master said to 
him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.' 22And 
he also who had the two talents came forward, 
saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; 
here I have made two talents more.' 23His master 
said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' 
24He also who had received the one talent came 
forwru·d, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and 
gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 
ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26But his 
master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not 
sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 
27Then you ought to have invested my money 
with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So 
take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will 
more be given, and he will have an abundance. 
But from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless 
servant into the outer darkness. In that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."' 
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