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Divine Service IV

*stand as you are able

OPENING HYMN 540

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate

1 Christ, the Word of God incarnate, Lord and Son of Abraham;
Christ, the radiance of the Father, Perfect God, the great I AM;
Christ, the light, You shine unvanquished, Light and life you bring to all;
Light our path with Your own presence, Grant us grace to heed Your call.
2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, Food for body, food for soul;
Christ, the manna daily given, Nourish, strengthen, make us whole.
Feed us with the food of heaven, Foretaste of the feast to be;
Quench our thirst with living water Springing up eternally.
3 Christ, the shoot that springs triumphant From the stump of Jesse’s tree;
Christ, true vine, You nurture branches To bear fruit abundantly.
Graft us into You, O Savior; Prune our hearts so we remain
Fruitful branches in Your vineyard Till eternal life we gain.
4 Christ, our good and faithful shepherd, Watching all Your lambs and sheep;
Christ, the gate that guards the sheepfold, Never-failing vigil keep.
When we stray, Good Shepherd, seek us, Find us, lift us, bear us home;
Lamb of God, our shepherd, keep us; Let us hear Your voice alone.
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5 Christ, the way that leads unfailing To the Father’s home on high,
Christ, the truth that frees the captive, Christ, the life that cannot die.
Mediator to the Father, Sacrifice and great High Priest:
Lead us to Your heav’nly mansions, There to share Your wedding feast.
∆6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, Christ, the firstborn from the dead,
Christ, the life and resurrection, Christ, the Church’s glorious head:
Praise and thanks and adoration And unending worship be
To the Father and the Spirit And to You eternally.
*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P
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P
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Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in

Holy Baptism You declared us to be
Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which
You daily and richly forgive us our
sins and grant us new life through
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven
our faith, and graciously receive our
prayer and praise; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

P Almighty God in His mercy has
given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

C Amen.
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*SERVICE OF THE WORD
INTROIT
KYRIE
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Good-will from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we singOur thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heart-felt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.)
C Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11 “For

thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
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bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by
the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with
good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will
make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and
the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.
20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you push with side and shoulder,
and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22 I
will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep
and sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he
shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD, will be
their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. I am the LORD; I have
spoken.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20 But

in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have
fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection
of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after
destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For
“God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are
put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under
him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be
subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in
all.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*ALLELUIA and VERSE
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, The Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
*HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. (31-46)
C Glory to You, O Lord.
31 [Jesus

said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And
the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did it to me.’
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not
visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
5

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN OF THE DAY 532

The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns

1.The Head that once was crowned with thorns Is crowned with glory now;
A royal diadem adorns The mighty Victor’s brow.
2 The highest place that heav’n affords Is His, is His by right,
The King of kings and Lord of lords, And heav’n’s eternal Light;
3 The Joy of all who dwell above, The Joy of all below
To whom He manifests His love And grants His name to know.
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, With all its grace, is giv’n;
Their name an everlasting name, Their joy the joy of heav’n.
5 They suffer with their Lord below, They reign with Him above,
Their profit and their joy to know The myst’ry of His love.
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The cross He bore is life and health, Though shame and death to Him:
His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, Their everlasting theme.

SERMON “Judgment Day” Matthew 25:31-46
6

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*LORD’S PRAYER
*COLLECT
*BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 905 Come, Thou Almighty King
1 Come, Thou almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing;
Help us to praise; Father all glorious,
O’er all victorious, Come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.
2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword;
Our prayer attend. Come and Thy people bless,
And give Thy Word success, And let Thy righteousness On us descend.
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Come, holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour! Thou, who almighty art,
Now rule in ev’ry heart, And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of pow’r.

∆4 To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be
Hence evermore! Thy sov’reign majesty
May we in glory see, And to eternity Love and adore.
SERVING:
Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer
Organist: Keith Williams
Videographer: Lou Ann
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Sign Up for Church Services: Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or
you can email pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org You can also sign up anytime by emailing
Pastor revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time
for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and
in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances
do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome
those who may come otherwise unannounced.
Family Advent Night – All St. John families are invited to begin their Christmas
preparations by joining us for Family Advent Night on Friday, December 4th, from
5:30-7:30pm. We will have pizza, crafts for kids, devotions, singing of Christmas carols
and cookie decorating. Sign up on the bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. Sign-up
deadline is November 29th. Thank you.
Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe,
socially distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesday from 6:15-6:45 pm. No
experience or music reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring.
OUR WEEK AHEAD
Today
Last Sunday of the Church Year; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult
Bible Class, Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 New
Member Class
Monday
Newsletter Deadline
Tuesday
10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Parish Ed; 7:00 Youth Board
Wednesday 8:20 Chapel; 7:15 Thanksgiving Eve Service w/Holy Communion
Thursday
Thanksgiving
Friday
Church and School closed
Sunday
First Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion
OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – We remember the following people in our
prayers: for peace and comfort: Ellie and family at the death of daughter Kathy,
Geneice and family at the death of husband Fred, the family of Phyllis at her death; for
upcoming surgery: Pastor Ehlers; for healing and recovery: Esther, Judy, Karla, Martin8

son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the
congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricksgrandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of
the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judymother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Danbrother of Bonnie, Todd; for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school parent), Cari
(school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy; for our college students:
Isabelle, Erin, Sophia; for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor ,
Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary; for our homebound: Lavina, Alice .
For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain:
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html
Donation Board – Check out the Donation Board by the Fellowship Hall for newly
posted requests from our teachers. Items can be brought to the school office. Due to
Covid rules a member of the office staff will come to the door to meet you. Thank you
for your continued support of our school.
Nursery Remodel - Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track
the progress on the chart.
More Topics, More Guests, More Jesus - Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and podcast
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd
Wilken. This week’s teachings include: Thanksgiving in the Bible; The Lord’s Prayer
Petition “Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread;” God Condoning War & Killing in the
Old Testament; The Book of 2 Peter and more. You can listen at your convenience at
issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and your favorite podcast provider.
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LEARN BY HEART
THE FAMILY ALTAR
The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from
the Small Catechism by heart this week:
The Lord’s Prayer
The Third Petition - Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done
even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be
done among us also.
How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and
hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our
sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let
His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in
His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious
will.
Hymn 677 For All the Saints
Psalm 19
Bible Readings for the Week:
Christ’s Birth Is Foretold to Joseph – Matthew 1:18-25
The Visitation – Luke 1:39-56
The Nativity of St. John the Baptists – Luke 1:57-80
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Last Sunday of the Church Year
November 22, 2020

INTROIT

Ps. 39:4-5, 1-8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13 NIV

[7 6:1:d 0

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a I new earth,*
the home of I righteousness.
0 LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure I of my days;*
let me know how fleeting I I am!
Behold, you have made my days a few I handbreadths, *
and my lifetime is as nothing be- I fore you.
And now, 0 Lord, for what I do I wait?*
My hope I is in you.
Deliver me from all my trans- I gressions. *
Do not make me the scorn I of the fool!
Hear my prayer, 0 Lo1m, and give ear to my cry; hold not your peace I at my
tears!*
For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my I fathers .
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son*
and to the Holy I Spirit;
as it was in the be- I ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. I Amen.
In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a I new
earth,*
the home of I righteousness.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His return with our eyes fixed on
the kingdom prepared for Your own from the foundation of the world; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

GRADUAL

Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- 1 Iation. *
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood I of the Lamb.
Blessed are those whose strength is I in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to I Zion.

DAILY READINGS
November 22: Dan. 2:24-49: Rev. 19: 1-21; 23: Dan. 3: 1-30; Rev. 20: 1-15: 24: Dm1. 4: 1-37; Rev. 21 : 1-8:
25: Dan. 5: 1-30: Rev. 21 :9-27: 26: Dan. 6: 1-28; Rev. 22: 1-21; 27: ls. I: 1-28: I Peter I :1-12; 28: Is. 2: 1-22;
I Peter I: 13-25.
The lnl roit, Co ll ect, a nd Gradual arc from Luthera11 Service Book: Afll,r Book, copyrighl © 2006 CPI-I. Unless olhc rwise
indicated. all Scriplurc quotation s. including !hose from Luthera11 Service Book, arc fro m the ESV ® Bible (The Holy
Bihlc. Engli sh S1andard Version®) , copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry or Good Ne ws Publi shers . Used
hy pcnnission. All ri ghts re served . Seriplure quotations marked NIV arc la kcn from the Holy Bihle. New Intern ational
Versi on®. NlV ®. Copyrigh1 © 1973. 1978. 1984 hy Biblica. lne.'·" Used by permission orZondcrvan. All righl s reserved .

© CPH Primed in USA Concordia Publishing House• Your church 's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org
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Old Testament Reading:
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
1l"For thus says the Lord Goo: Behold, 1, 1
myself will search for my sheep and will seek
them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock
when he is among his sheep that have been
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I
will rescue them from all places where they
have been scattered on a day of clouds and
thick darkness. 13 And l will bring them out
from the peoples and gather them from the
countries, and will bring them into their own
land. And l will feed them on the mountains of
Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited
places of the country. 141 will feed them with
good pasture, and on the mountain heights of
lsrael ~hall be t_heir grazing land. There they
shall he down 111 good grazing land, and on
rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains
of Israel. 15 1 myself will be the shepherd ofmy
sheep, and I myself will make them lie down
declares the Lord Goo. 161 will seek the lost:
and I will bring back the strayed, and I will
bind up the injured,
and 1 will strenothen
the
.
b
we~k, ~nd the fat and the strong l will destroy.
I will teed them in justice . . ..
20"Therefore, thus says the Lord Goo to
them: Behold, 1, l myself will judge between
the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because
you push with side and shoulder, and thrust
at all the weak with your horns, till you have
scattered them abroad, 221 will rescue my
flock ; they shall no longer be a prey. And I
will judge between sheep and sheep. 23And
l will set up over them one shepherd, my
servant David, and he shall feed them: he
shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And
1, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant
David shall be prince among them. I am the
Lo1w; 1 have spoken."

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
20B ut in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead , the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a
man has come also the resurrection of the
dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ
shall all be made alive. 2JBut each in hi s own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. 25for he must reign until

he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The
last enemy to be destroyed is death . 27for
"God has put all things in subjection under his
feet_-" But when it says, "all things are put in
subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who
put all things in subjection under him. 28When
all things are subjected to him, then the Son
hims~lf wi!l also be subjected to him who put
all th111gs 111 subjection under him , that God
may be all in all.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
31 fJesus said: I "When the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angel s with him , then
he will sit on his glorious throne. J2Before him
will be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats
on the left. 34Then the King will say to those
on his right, ·come, you who are blessed by
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. 35For
l was hungry and you gave me food, l was
thirsty and you gave me drink, l was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 361 was naked and you
clothed me, 1 was sick and you visited me, l
was in prison and you came to me.' J7Then
the righteous will answer him, saying, ·Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did
we see you a stranger and welcome you, or
naked and clothe you? 39And when did we see
you sick or in prison and vi sit you?' 40And the
King will answer them, 'Truly, l say to you,
as you did it to one of the least of these my
brothers, you did it to me.'
41"Then he will say to those on his left
'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternai
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42for
l was hungry and you gave me no food 1 was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 431 'was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.' 44Then they also
will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?'
45Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, l
say to you, as you did not do it to one of the
least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And
these will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life."

