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Divine Service III 
            *stand as you are able 

OPENING HYMN 334   O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 
1 O Lord, how shall I meet You, How welcome You aright? 
   Your people long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s delight! 
   O kindle, Lord most holy, Your lamp within my breast 
   To do in spirit lowly All that may please You best. 

2 Your Zion strews before You Green boughs and fairest palms; 
   And I too will adore You With joyous songs and psalms. 
   My heart shall bloom forever For You with praises new 
   And from Your name shall never Withhold the honor due. 

3 I lay in fetters, groaning; You came to set me free. 
   I stood, my shame bemoaning; You came to honor me. 
   A glorious crown You give me, A treasure safe on high 
   That will not fail or leave me As earthly riches fly. 

4 Love caused Your incarnation; Love brought You down to me. 
   Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty. 
   Oh, love beyond all telling, That led You to embrace 
   In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race. 
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5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, Cannot His love erase; 
   Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by His grace. 
   He comes, for you procuring The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
   His children thus securing Eternal life in heav’n. 

6 He comes to judge the nations, A terror to His foes, 
   A light of consolations And blessèd hope to those 
   Who love the Lord’s appearing.  O glorious Sun, now come, 
   Send forth Your beams so cheering, And guide us safely home. 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
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*INTROIT ( see end of document) 

*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray...(The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 64:1-9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,  
    that the mountains might quake at your presence—  
2  as when fire kindles brushwood  
    and the fire causes water to boil—  
to make your name known to your adversaries,  
    and that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
3 When you did awesome things that we did not look for,  
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
4 From of old no one has heard  
    or perceived by the ear,  
no eye has seen a God besides you,  
    who acts for those who wait for him.  
5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,  
    those who remember you in your ways.  
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;  
    in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?[b] 
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,  
    and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.  
We all fade like a leaf,  
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
7 There is no one who calls upon your name,  
    who rouses himself to take hold of you;  
for you have hidden your face from us,  
    and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
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8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father;  
    we are the clay, and you are our potter;  
    we are all the work of your hand.  
9 Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
    and remember not iniquity forever.  
    Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
      3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
      4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 
given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech 
and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you
— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*Alleluia and Verse 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*Holy Gospel 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter.    
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front 
of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has 
ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, 
‘The Lord has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went 
away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And 
some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
6 And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they brought 
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the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 
9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom 
of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

*NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY 332   Savior of the Nations, Come 
1 Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
   Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 

2 Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 
   Was the Word of God made flesh-  Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

3 Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 
   In her womb this truth was shown:  God was there upon His throne. 

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all From His pure and kingly hall; 
   God of God, yet fully man, His heroic course began. 
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5 God the Father was His source, Back to God He ran His course. 
      Into hell His road went down, Back then to His throne and crown. 

6 For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
   By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 

7 From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night. 
   Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides. 

△8 Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 
      Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 

SERMON  “And So It Begins”  Mark 11:1-10 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 343   Prepare the Royal Highway 

1 Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near! 
   Let ev’ry hill and valley A level road appear! 
   Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story: 
   Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

2 God’s people, see Him coming:  Your own eternal king! 
   Palm branches strew before Him!  Spread garments!  Shout and sing! 
   God’s promise will not fail you!  No more shall doubt assail you! 
   Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

3 Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king! 
   Your king, yet ev’ry nation Its tribute too should bring. 
   All lands, bow down before Him! All nations, now adore Him! 
   Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heav’n above. 
   His rule is peace and freedom And justice, truth, and love. 
   So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding: 
   Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

SERVING: 
 Preaching:  Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
 Organist:  Keith Williams 
 Videographer: Lou Ann 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today First Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, Sunday 

School; 10:45 Holy Communion 
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 6:00 Fellowship Board, Evangelism; 6:30 School Board 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 3:30 Advent Service; 5:45 Midweek School; 7:15 Advent Service  
Thursday  6:30 Men’s Choir 
Friday 5:30 Family Advent Night 
Sunday Second Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion 
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – We remember the following people in our 
prayers:  following surgery:  Pastor Ehlers;  for upcoming surgery: Shirley;  for healing 
and recovery: Esther, Judy, Karla, Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie 
grandson, Barbara-friend of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, 
Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, 
Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-
mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-
father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra 
(school parent), Cari (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  for our 
college students: Isabelle, Erin, Sophia;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, 
Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: 
Lavina, Alice.  

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

Family Advent Night – All St. John families are invited to begin their Christmas 
preparations by joining us for Family Advent Night on Friday, December 4th, from 
5:30-7:30pm. We will have pizza, crafts for kids, devotions, singing of Christmas carols 
and cookie decorating. Sign up on the bulletin board outside the fellowship hall. Sign-up 
deadline is November 29th. Thank you.  

Thank you – Judy would like to thank the congregation for all of the cards and calls 
during her recovery.  

Alleluia Ringers are actively recruiting new members. We are rehearsing in a safe, 
socially distanced manner in the overflow on Wednesdays from 6:15-6:45 pm. No 
experience or music reading required - if you can lift your arms and count, you can ring. 

Call Committee – A committee has been formed to begin the process of calling a teacher 
for the 4th/5th grade class.  Members of the committee are as follows: Pastor Caithamer, 
Tim Gabbert, Maxine, Leah, Faith, Susah and Marlene.  They are asking the 
congregations to submit names of possible candidates for them to consider.  Please 
contact the school office 359-1714. 
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Nursery Remodel - Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the 
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track 
the progress on the chart. 

Pledge of Allegiance – There is a segment on WIXY 100.3 at 7am, Monday through 
Friday, featuring area classes saying the Pledge of Allegiance.  Miss Rudick’s K-1 class, 
Mrs. Mihm’s 2-3 class and Mrs. Welch’s 4-5 class each made a recording.  The 
recordings will begin airing on Monday Nov. 30. 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the 
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or 
you can email pmartin - at - stjohn.lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org. Thank you to those who sign up ahead of 
time for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier 
and in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that 
circumstances do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still 
welcome those who may come otherwise unannounced. 

Budget Voter’s Meeting Sunday, December 6th at 1:00pm. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from 
the Small Catechism by heart this week:    
  

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Fourth Petition - Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 
without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this 
petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our 
daily bread with thanksgiving. 

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that 
has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, 
drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a 
devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout 
and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, 
self-control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and 
the like. 

Bible Passage:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God…And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:1, 14 

Hymn 347  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (st. 1) 
Psalm 146 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 The Nativity of Our Lord – Luke 2:1-7 
 The Birth of Christ Is Announced to Shepherds – Luke 2:8-14 
 The Shepherds Visit Bethlehem – Luke 2:15-20
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First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 25: 1-3; antiphon: Zech. 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;* 
1ighteous and having sal- I vation. 

To you, I O LORD,* 
I lift I up my soul. 

0 my God, in you I trust; let me not be I put to shame;* 
let not my enemies exult I over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be I put to shame;* 
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly I treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;* 
righteous and having sal- I vation. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

0 blllci0 

Stir up Your power, 0 Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of I Zion.* 
Shout aloud, 0 daughter of Je- I rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;* 
righteous and having sal-1 vation. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name I of the Lord.* 
From the house of the Lord we I bless you. 

DAILY READINGS 
November 29: ls. 5: 1-25; I Peter 2:1-12; 30: ls. 6: 1-7:9; I Peter 2: 13-25: December 1: Is. 7: 10-8:8: 
I Peter 3: 1-22; 2: Is. 8:9-9:7; I Peter 4:1-19: 3: ls. 9:8-10: I 1; I Peter 5:1-14; 4: Is. 10: I 2-27a, 33-34; 
2 Peter J:I-21; 5: Is. 11:1:-12:6; 2 Peter 2:1-22. 

The Introit, Collect, and Grndual are from Luthera11 Sen•ice Book: Allar Book, © 2006 CPH. All Scripture quotations, 
including those from L11thera11 Service Book, are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®). 
copyright© 200 I by Crossway. a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used hy pennission. All rights reserved. 

© CPH Printed in USA Com:ordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 20115 



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 64:1-9 
1 Oh that you would rend the heavens 

and come down, 
that the mountains might quake at 

your presence-
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil-
to make your name known to your 

adversaries, 
and that the nations might tremble at 

your presence! 
3 When you did awesome things that we 

did not look for, 
you came down, the mountains 

quaked at your presence. 
4 From of old no one has heard 

or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 

who acts for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet him who joyfully works 

righteousness, 
those who remember you in your 

ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we 

sinned; 
in our sins we have been a long time, 

and shall we be saved? 
6 We have all become like one who is 

unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a 

polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away. 

7 There is no one who calls upon your 
name, 

who rouses himself to take hold of 
you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have made us melt in the hand 

of our iniquities. 

s But now, 0 LORD, you are our Fathe.r; 
we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

9 Be not so terribly angry, 0 LORD, 
and remember not iniquity forever. 

Behold, please look, we are all your 
people. 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
3Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
41 give thanks to my God always for you 

because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you 
were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge-6even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you-7so 
that you are not lacking in any spiritual 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, -8who will sustain you 
to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 9Qod is faithful, by whom 
you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Holy Gospel: Mark 11:1-10 
1When they drew near to Jerusalem, 

to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 
2and said to them, "Go into the village in 
front of you, and immediately as you enter 
it you will find a colt tied, on which no 
one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3If 
anyone says to you, 'Why are you doing 
this?' say, 'The Lord has need of it and 
will send it back here immediately."' 4And 
they went away and found a colt tied at a 
door outside in the street, and they untied 
it. 5 And some of those standing there said 
to them, "What are you doing, untying 
the colt?" 6And they told them what Jesus 
had said, and they let them go. 7 And 
they brought the colt to Jesus and threw 
their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. SAnd 
many spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut from the fields. 9 And those who 
went before and those who followed were 
shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! LOBlessed 
is the coming kingdom of our father 
David! Hosanna in the highest!" 
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