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Divine Service I

*stand as you are able

Prelude- “On Jordan’s Bank”
OPENING HYMN 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Mourning ‘neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover And her warfare now is over.”
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, Blotting out each dark misdeed;
All that well deserved His anger He no more will see or heed.
She hath suffered many ͜ a day, Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness Into ever-springing gladness.
3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying In the desert far and near,
Calling sinners to repentance, Since the Kingdom now is here.
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; Make the rougher places plain.
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Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits His holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token That His Word is never broken.
*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
*INTROIT ( see bottom of file)
*KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
The Collect of the Day is spoken.
C Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 40:1-11
1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
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and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Go on up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.
7 The

After the reading:
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING: 2 Peter 3:8-14
8 But

do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on
it will be exposed.
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the
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day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by
him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
After the reading:
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. (1-8)
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1The

beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his
waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he
who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
2 As

After the reading:
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY 344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh,
Awake and hearken for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay.
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.
Δ5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit ever-more.
SERMON “John the Baptizer and You” Mark 1:1-8
*NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and
was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS
*LORD’S PRAYER
*COLLECT
*BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
1 The King shall come when morning dawns And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes.
2 Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight an die,
But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky.
3 Oh brighter than the rising morn When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of death Despite the rage of foes.
4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn Shall dawn upon our race
The day when Christ in splendor comes And we shall see His face.
5 The King shall come when morning dawns And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings!

SERVING:
Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer
Organist: Keith Williams
Videographer: Lou Ann
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OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Jim & Jennifer
in celebration of their 8th wedding anniversary on December 8th. We also remember the
following people in our prayers: for healing and recovery: Pastor Ehlers, Esther, Judy,
Karla, Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of
the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricksgrandson of Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of
the Kindts’, Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judymother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Danbrother of Bonnie, Todd; for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school parent), Cari
(school parent), Nicole (school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy; for
our college students: Rachel, Allie, Jaclyn; for those in the military:Roberto, Adam,
Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary ; for our homebound:
Mavis, Lavina.
For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain:
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html

Budget Voter’s Meeting today at 1:00pm.
OUR WEEK AHEAD
Today
Second Sunday in Advent; New Member Sunday; 8:00 Holy Communion;
9:30 Reception for new members; Adult Bible Class, Sunday School;
10:45 Holy Communion; 1:00 Budget Voter’s Meeting
Monday
Church Office closed due to asbestos building maintenance
Tuesday
6:00 Elders
Wednesday 8:20 Chapel; 10:00 Adult Bible Class; 3:30 Advent Service; 5:45 Midweek
School; 7:15 Advent Service
Thursday 7:00 Men’s Prayer Breakfast; 6:30 Men’s Choir
Friday
Newsletter Deadline
Sunday
Third Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Children’s Sunday
School Program; 10:45 Holy Communion
The Church Office will be closed Monday due to asbestos removal in the nursery.
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES RESERVATIONS - This year, we will be attempting to
keep our attendance numbers at 100 per Christmas service. In order to do so, we have
added a second offering of the Christmas Eve Family Service. It will take place at 3pm,
along with its regular time of 5pm. A Divine Service with Communion will still occur at
7:15pm and the Service of Lessons and Carols will take place at 10pm on Christmas
Eve. Christmas Day service with Communion will again be at 10am. Please reserve
your spots for any or all of these services by contacting the church office at
217-359-1123 or emailing pmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org
St. John Webstore - St. John apparel makes a great Christmas gift. There are many new
designs and styles –personalization and text options are available on many items. Orders
are processed as they are received and are ready in 10-15 days. The school office will
contact you when items are ready for pickup. https://stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/
Hat and Mitten Tree – Bring in new or gently used hats, mittens tree. scarves, etc in any
size and hang on the tree by the school office. All items will be donated to a charitable
organization. The last day to bring in items will be Monday December 14.
Nursery Remodel - Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track
the progress on the chart.
Call Committee – A committee has been formed to begin the process of calling a teacher
for the 4th/5th grade class. Members of the committee are as follows: Pastor Caithamer,
Tim Gabbert, Maxine, Leah, Faith, Susah and Marlene. They are asking the
congregations to submit names of possible candidates for them to consider. Please
contact the school office 359-1714.
Sign Up for Church Services: Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the
hours of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or
you can emailpmartin - at - stjohn-lcms.org. You can also sign up anytime by emailing
Pastor revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time
for church services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and
in allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances
do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome
those who may come otherwise unannounced.
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Talk Radio & Podcasts For The Advent Season - Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show and
podcast produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and hosted by LCMS
Pastor Todd Wilken. This week’s teachings include: The Hymn “Lo! He Comes with
Clouds Descending," John the Baptist, 4th Century Christian Martyr Lucia, The Book of
1 John and more. You can listen on-demand at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and
your favorite podcast provider.

LEARN BY HEART
THE FAMILY ALTAR
The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from
the Small Catechism by heart this week:
The Lord’s Prayer
The Fifth Petition - And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.
What does this mean? We pray in this petition that our Father in
heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our prayer because of
them. We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor
have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to
us by grace, for we daily sin much and surely deserve nothing but
punishment. So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to
those who sin against us.
Bible Passage: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior who is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11
Hymn 347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (st. 2)
Psalm 97
Bible Readings for the Week:
The Birth of Christ Is Announced to Shepherds – Luke 2:8-14
The Shepherds Visit Bethlehem – Luke 2:1-20
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Second Sunday in Advent
December 6, 2020
INTROIT

Ps. 80: 1, Ba, 9b, 1; antiphon: Ps. 80:3

0

Restore us, I O God;*
let your face shine, that we I may be saved!
Give ear, 0 Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph I like a flock!*
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, I shine forth.
You brought a vine out of I Egypt;*
it took deep root and I filled the land.
Restore us, 0 I God of hosts;*
let your face shine, that we I may be saved!
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son*
and to the Holy I Spirit;
as it was in the be- I ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. I Amen.
Restore us, IO God;*
let your face shine, that we I may be saved!

b:1:d

0

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Stir up our hearts, 0 Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that
by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

GRADUAL

Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of I Zion.*
Shout aloud, 0 daughter of Je- I rusalem.
Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- I vation.
Blessed is he who comes in the name I of the Lord.*
From the house of the Lord we I bless you.

DAILY READINGS
December 6: Is. 14:1-23; 2 Peter 3:1-18; 7: Is. 24:1-13; I John 1:1-2:14: 8: ls. 24:14-25:12; I John
2: 15-29: 9: Is. 26: 1-19; I John 3: 1-24; 10: ls. 26:20-27 : I 3; I John 4: 1-21 ; 11: ls. 28: 14-29; I John 5: 1-21;
12: Is. 29: 1-14; Jude 1-25.

The lmroit. Collect. and Gradual are from Luthem11 Service Book: A/car Book. copyright © 2006 CPH. All Scripture
quotations, including those from L111hem11 Sen,ice Book, are from the ESY® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used hy permi ssion. All rights
reserved.

© CPH Concordia Publishing House • Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org
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Old Testament Reading:
Isaiah 40:1-11
1 Comfort, comfort my people,
says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD's hand
double for all her sins.
3

4

5

A voice cries:
"In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for
our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made
low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD shall be
revealed,
and all flesh shall sec it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

A voice says, "Cry!"
And I said, "What shall I cry?"
A II flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the
field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
s The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand
forever.
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Get you up to a high mountain,
0 Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
0 Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
"Behold your God!"
10 Behold, the Lord Goo comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him .
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd:
he will gather the lambs in his arms:
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with
young.
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Epistle: 2 Peter 3:8-14
HBut do not overlook this one fact, beloved,
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you,
not wishing that any should perish, but that
all should reach repentance. 10 But the day
of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and
the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are
done on it will be exposed.
''Since all these things are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on
lire and dissolved, and the heavenly hodies
will melt as they burn! J3But according to his
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting
for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
'The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.
2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,
"Behold, I send my messenger before your
face,
who will prepare your way,
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'"
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness
and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country
of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out
to him and were being baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now
John was clothed with camel's hair and wore
a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts
and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying,
"After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie. 81 have baptized you
with water, but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit."

Would you like to help make our sanctuary beautiful and
festive for the Christmas services? Consider donating a red
poinsettia! It may be given in memory or honor of a loved
one. To order, ?ill in the information below and place this
form in the special bag on the narthex table or deliver to the
church of?ice by Friday, December 18th. Cost is $10 each;
please make checks payable to St. John Lutheran Church.
Name ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
(please print clearly)
Number of Red Poinsettias _________

Given in memory of ___________________________________
___________________________________________________________
And/Or

Given in honor of _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
_
(please print clearly)

