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OPENING HYMN   342   What Hope! An Eden Prophesied     

1  What hope!  An Eden prophesied Where tame live with the wild; 
    The Lamb and lion side by side, Led by a little child! 

2  A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem, A branch from David’s line, 
   A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:  The fruit of God’s design. 

3  As banner of God’s love unfurled, Christ came to suffer loss, 
    That by His death a dying world Would rally to the cross. 

4  Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, Lost Paradise restore; 
    Lead past the angel’s flaming sword-Come, open heaven’s door. 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
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by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

*KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
The Collect of the Day is spoken. 
C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Genesis 22:1-18 
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1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then Abraham said 
to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and 
worship and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. 7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And 
he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for 
a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to 
the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood 
in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But the angel 
of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, 
for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him 
was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of 
that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of 
the LORD it shall be provided.” 15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a 
second time from heaven 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 
because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as 
the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of 
his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE READING: Hebrews 11:17-22 
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17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, “Through 
Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered that God was able even to raise 
him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By 
faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By 
faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave 
directions concerning his bones. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.   
      Alleluia, alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.  (14-17) 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 

After the reading: 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY   357   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
 Refrain   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2. O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
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  To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. 
 Refrain  

3. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
 In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. 
 Refrain  

4. O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
 That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.  
 Refrain 

5. O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 
 Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery.  
 Refrain  

6. O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 Refrain 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 
 Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
 Refrain  

SERMON  “Jesus, the Root of Jesse’s Tree”    John 3:14-17 

*NICENE CREED 

     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  
     things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
     God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God   
     of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom  
     all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and  
     was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the  
     third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and  
     sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both  
     the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
     Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
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     glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and 
     apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I  
     look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   338   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
 Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

2 Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 
 Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
 By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

SERVING –  
  Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer  
  Organist: Keith Williams 
  Videographer: Lou Ann
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