
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT December 13, 2020 
   

St. John Lutheran Church and School  
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

Reverend Jeff Caithamer 
revcaithamer - at - stjoh-lcms.org 
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Divine Service II  

OPENING HYMN  338     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
 Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart. 

2  Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king! 
  Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

  By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 
  By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
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1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  
    because the LORD has anointed me  
to bring good news to the poor;  
    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  
to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God;  
    to comfort all who mourn;  
3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—  
    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,  
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;  
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,  
    the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.  
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins;  
    they shall raise up the former devastations;  
they shall repair the ruined cities,  
    the devastations of many generations. 
8 For I the LORD love justice;  
    I hate robbery and wrong;  
I will faithfully give them their recompense,  
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  
9 Their offspring shall be known among the nations,  
    and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;  
all who see them shall acknowledge them,  
    that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
    my soul shall exult in my God,  
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;  
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,  
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  
11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,  
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,  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so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise  
    to sprout up before all the nations. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not 
despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every 
form of evil. 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

*ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
C Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light. 19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews 
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and 
did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, 
“No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent 
us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they 
had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if 
you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany 
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  345   Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

1  Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
    “Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!” 

2  Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earthbound soul arise;  
    Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies. 

3  See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
    Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv’n. 

4  So, when next He comes in glory And the world is wrapped in fear, 
    He will shield us with His mercy And with words of love draw near. 

Δ5  Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son 
   With the ever-living Spirit While eternal ages run! 

SERMON   "Bringing Good News"     John 1:6-8, 19-28 

*APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
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*COLLECT 

*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   333   Once He Came in Blessing 

1  Once He came in blessing, All our sins redressing; 
    Came in likeness lowly, Son of God most holy; 
    Bore the cross to save us; Hope and freedom gave us. 

2  Now He gently leads us; With Himself He feeds us 
    Precious food from heaven, Pledge of peace here given, 
    Manna that will nourish Souls that they may flourish. 

3  Soon will come that hour –– When with mighty power 
    Christ will come in splendor And will judgment render, 
    With the faithful sharing Joy beyond comparing. 

4  Come, then, O Lord Jesus, From our sins release us. 
    Keep our hearts believing, That we, grace receiving, 
    Ever may confess You Till in heav’n we bless You. 

 
SERVING TODAY –  
  Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer  
  Organist: Keith Williams   
  Videographer: Lou Ann.  

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by the Jan Family in 
memory of Nellie and Eugene. We also remember the following people in our prayers:  for 
upcoming surgery: Shirley; for healing and recovery: Pastor Ehlers, Esther, Judy, Karla, 
Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the 
congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of 
Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, 
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Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, 
Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  
for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school parent), Cari (school parent), Nicole 
(school parent), Earl, Jayne, Linda, Joan, Jeanette, Nancy;  for our college students: 
Makenzie, Terra, Allie;  for those in the military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, 
Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: Alice & Walt.  

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Third Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Children’s Sunday 

School Program; 10:45 Holy Communion  
Tuesday 10:00 Adult Bible Class 
Wednesday  8:20 Chapel; 3:30 Advent Service; 5:45 Midweek School; 7:15 Advent 

Service  
Thursday  6:30 Men’s Choir 
Sunday Fourth Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES RESERVATIONS - This year, we will be attempting to keep 
our attendance numbers at 100 per Christmas service.  In order to do so, we have added a 
second offering of the Christmas Eve Family Service.  It will take place at 3pm, along with 
its regular time of 5pm.  A Divine Service with Communion will still occur at 7:15pm and 
the Service of Lessons and Carols will take place at 10pm on Christmas Eve.  Christmas 
Day service with Communion will again be at 10am.  Please reserve your spots for any or 
all of these services by contacting the church office at 217-359-1123 or emailing pmartin - 
at - sgjohn-lcms.org 

Please join us in the Sanctuary during Bible Class Hour for the Sunday School Christmas 
Program.  

Baptism- Wesley, son of Evan & Allison was baptized following the 10:45 service last 
Sunday. His sponsors are Erin O’Leary and Shane Roberts. We welcome Wesley into the 
Church Family!  
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Thank You to Joy Lou and Leona for all their time, patience and work they did to repair and 
restore the Chrismons.  They did a wonderful job and are beautiful. Also we need to thank 
Jay Walker for putting up the Nativity, on the roof, every year.  Thank you! 

St. John Webstore - St. John apparel makes a great Christmas gift. There are many new 
designs and styles –personalization and text options are available on many items. Orders 
are processed as they are received and are ready in 10-15 days. The school office will 
contact you when items are ready for pickup. https://stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/ 

Hat and Mitten Tree – Bring in new or gently used hats, mittens tree. scarves, etc… in any 
size and hang on the tree by the school office. All items will be donated to a charitable 
organization.  Tomorrow is the last day to bring in items. 

You are invited to enjoy "12 days of Christmas music" which Keith is recording and Lou 
Ann is posting on our church website. Although we don't sing Christmas carols during 
worship until it's actually Christmas, you can get a head start by listening. The first four 
days are already up, with more to come as the season progresses. If you've got a favorite 
you would like to hear, let Keith know. 

Call Committee – A committee has been formed to begin the process of calling a teacher 
for the 4th/5th grade class.  Members of the committee are as follows: Pastor Caithamer, Tim 
Gabbert, Maxine Wallner, Leah, Faith, Susah and Marlene.  They are asking the 
congregations to submit names of possible candidates for them to consider.  Please contact 
the school office 359-1714. 

Nursery Remodel - Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the 
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track the 
progress on the chart. 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the hours of 
10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or you can email paring - 
at - stjohn-lcms.org   You can also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor revcaithamer - at - stjohn-
lcms.org  Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time for church services. It does make the task 
of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing enough space for everyone in the 
sanctuary. We do know that circumstances do not always allow for everyone to sign up ahead of 
time, so we will still welcome those who may come otherwise unannounced. 
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LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the 
Small Catechism by heart this week:    
  

The Lord’s Prayer  

The Sixth Petition – And lead us not into temptation. 

What does this mean? God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that 
God would guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our 
sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, 
despair, and other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by 
these things, we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the 
victory. 

Bible Passage:  Jesus said to him, “ I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

Hymn 347  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (st. 3-4) 
Psalm 111 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 Circumcision, Purification of Mary, and Presentation – Luke 2: 
      21-24 
 Simeon and Anna Receive the Christ Child – Luke 2:25-40 
 The Epiphany of Our Lord to the Magi – Matthew 2:1-12 
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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 13, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 85:8-9, 12-13; antiphon: Ps. 85:7 

Show us your steadfast love, I O LORD,* 
and grant us your sal- I vation. 

Let me hear what God the I LORD will speak,* 
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
but let them not tum back to I folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who I fear him,* 
that glory may dwell I in our land. 

Yes, the LORD will give I what is good,* 
and our land will yield its I increase. 

Righteousness will go be- I fore him* 
and make his foot- I steps a way. 

Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 
and to the Holy I Spirit; 

as it was in the be- I ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 

Show us your steadfast love, I O LoRD, * 
and grant us your sal- I vation. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

0 bllldn 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness 
of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of I Zion.* 
Shout aloud, 0 daughter of Je- I rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;* 
righteous and having sal- I vation. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name I of the Lord.* 
From the house of the Lord we I bless you. 

DAILY READINGS 
December 13: Is. 29: 15-30:14; Rev. 1:1-20; 14: Is. 30: 15-26; Rev. 2: 1-29; 15: Is. 30:27-31 :9; Rev. 3: J-22; 
16: Is. 32:1-20; Rev. 4:1-11; 17: Is. 33:1-24; Rev. 5:1-14; 18: ls. 34:1-2, 8-35:10; Rev. 6:1-17; 19: ls. 
40:1-17; Rev. 7:1-17. 

The Introit, Collect. and Gradual are from Luthem11 Se11,1ice Book: Altar Book, copyright Ci:> 2006 CPH. All Scripture 
quotations, including those from Lutheran Service Book, are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All right~ 
reserved. 

© CPH Concordia Publishing House • Your church's publisher • Visit us at CPH.org 20122 



Old Testament Reading: 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1 The Spirit of the Lord Goo is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 

he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those 

who are bound; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LoRD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion-
to give them a beautiful headdress 

instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the garment of praise instead of a faint 
spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, that he may be 

glorified. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

they shall raise up the former 
devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many 

generations .... 

s For I the LORD love justice; 
I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant 

with them. 
9 Their offspring shall be known among the 

nations, 
and their descendants in the midst of the 

peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

that they are an offspring the LORD has 
blessed. 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the WRD; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest 
with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it 

to sprout up, 
so the Lord Goo will cause righteousness 

and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations. 

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 

1sgive thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1900 
not quench the Spirit. 2000 not despise proph-
ecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 

23Now may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who 
calls you is faithful ; he will surely do it. 

Holy Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
6There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. ... 

19This is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, "Who are you?" 20He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, "I am not the 
Christ." 21And they asked him, "What then? 
Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am not." "Are 
you the Prophet?" And he answered, "No." 
22So they said to him, "Who are you? We need 
to give an answer to those who sent us. What 
do you say about yourself?" 23He said, "I am 
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
'Make straight the way of the Lord,' as the 
prophet Isaiah said." 

24(Now they had been sent from the lPhar-
isees.) 25They asked him, ''Then why~ you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 26John answered 
them, "I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, 27even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 
not worthy to untie." 28These things took •place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
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