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 Divine Service III  

OPENING HYMN  337   The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

1  The night will soon be ending; The dawn cannot be far. 
    Let songs of praise ascending Now greet the Morning Star! 
    All you whom darkness frightens With guilt or grief or pain, 
    God’s radiant Star now brightens And bids you sing again. 

2  The One whom angels tended Comes near, a child, to serve; 
   Thus God, the judge offended, Bears all our sins deserve. 
    The guilty need not cower, For God has reconciled 
   Through His redemptive power All those who trust this child. 

3  The earth in sure rotation Will soon bring morning bright, 
   So run where God’s salvation Glows in a stable’s light, 
    As old as sin’s perversion Is mercy’s vast design: 
    God brings a new creation– This child its seal and sign. 

4  Yet nights will bring their sadness And rob our hearts of peace, 
    And sin in all its madness Around us may increase.  
    But now one Star is beaming Whose rays have pierced the night: 
    God comes for our redeeming From sin’s oppressive might. 

5  God dwells with us in darkness And makes the night as day; 
    Yet we resist the brightness And turn from God away. 
    But grace does not forsake us, However far we run. 
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   God claims us still as children Through Mary’s infant Son. 

*INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment.  But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C   Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

*INTROIT 

*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

*SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Let us pray... 
(The Collect of the Day is spoken.) 
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C Amen. 

Old Testament Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1 Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, 
do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.” 4 But that same night the word of 
the LORD came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving 
about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people 
of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 
8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince 

over my people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off 
all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And 
violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, 
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading:  Romans 16:25-27 
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore 
through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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*Alleluia and Verse 
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

*Holy Gospel 
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.    
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I 
am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be 
called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the 
servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

*NICENE CREED 
     I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third 
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
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right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
     And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  357   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1  O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
    That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2  O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
    To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. 
     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

3  O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
    In ancient times didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

4  O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny 
    That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

5  O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home; 
    Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

6  O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
    Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

7  O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 
    Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

SERMON  “And So It Begins”    Luke 26-38 
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P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

*PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

*LORD’S PRAYER 

*COLLECT 

*SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
*BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

CLOSING HYMN   336   Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

1  Lo! He comes with clouds descending, Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 
   Thousand thousand saints attending Swell the triumph of His train:  
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign. 

2  Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him Robed in glorious majesty; 
    Those who set at naught and sold Him, Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
    Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, Shall their true Messiah see. 

3  Those dear tokens of His passion Still His dazzling body bears, 
    Cause of endless exultation To His ransomed worshipers.  

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture Gaze we on those glorious  
 scars! 

4  Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, High on Thine eternal throne; 
    Savior, take the pow’r and glory, Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
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SERVING TODAY –  
  Preaching: Rev. Jeff Caithamer 
  Organist: Keith Williams  
  Videographer: Lou Ann    

ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER:  Our congregation is a member of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, a family of congregations who pledge themselves to teach and 
to believe the same doctrines. We invite those persons who are members in good 
standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of a church in 
fellowship with the LCMS to receive the sacrament. We want to express our sincere 
welcome to guests and to assure them that it is in their spiritual interest that we practice 
closed communion. Guests desiring to learn more about our beliefs are asked to make an 
appointment to speak with our pastor.  Note that there are two glasses in the center of 
each tray with diluted wine. 

OUR CONGREGATIONAL FAMILY – The altar flowers are given by Marvin & Esther 
with heartfelt thanks and praise to God. We also remember the following people in our 
prayers:  following surgery: Shirley; for healing and recovery: Pastor Ehlers, Esther, Judy, 
Karla, Martin-son of Letty, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the 
congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, Jan, John, Tom, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of 
Dan & Joanie, Jacob-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Maria, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, 
Merv, Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, 
Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd;  
for successful treatments: Luke, Kendra (school parent), Cari (school parent), Nicole 
Johnson (school parent), Earl Roppel, Jayne Noffke, Linda Kovell, Joan Arnold, Jeanette, 
Nancy;  for our college students: Jordan, Kate, Jacob;  for those in the military: Roberto, 
Adam, Joshua, Nick, Taylor, Andy,Brandon, Ben, Allyson, Zachary;  for our homebound: 
Paul & Geneice.  

For requests for the prayer chain or to be added to the chain: 
http://stjohnmedia.org/church/PrayerList.html 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES RESERVATIONS – This year, we will be attempting to keep 
our attendance numbers at 100 per Christmas service. In order to do so, we have added a 
second offering of the Christmas Eve Family Service. It will take place at 3pm, along with 
its regular time of 5pm. A Divine Service with Communion will still occur at 7:15pm and 
the Service of Lessons and Carols will take place at 10pm on Christmas Eve. Christmas Day 
service with Communion will again be at 10am. Please reserve your spots for any or all of 
these services by contacting the church office at 217-359-1123 or emailing pmartin - at - 
stjoh-lcms.org 
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2021 Contribution Envelopes are available on the tables in the church hallway. Some 
envelope numbers were changed so please throw away all old envelopes. Please stop by 
and pick up your new envelopes for 2021. If you do not see your envelopes, please 
contact the church office. 

Altar Flower Chart – The 2021 Flower Chart is now available for signing up. Please leave 
your phone number and you will be telephoned before the Sunday you signed up for to find 
out what flowers you would like and if you would like them in memory or in honor of 
something or someone.  

OUR WEEK AHEAD 
Today Fourth Sunday in Advent; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion  
Tuesday 6:00 Parish Ed; 7:00 Youth Board 
Wednesday  No Evening Service  
Thursday  Christmas Eve; 3:00 Family Service; 5:00 Family Service; 7:15 Holy 

Communion; 10:00 Candlelight Service 
Friday Christmas Day; 10:00 Holy Communion 
Sunday 1st Sunday after Christmas; 8:00 Holy Communion; 9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

Sunday School; 10:45 Holy Communion 

Tuesday/Wednesday Adult Bible Class – There will be no Adult Bible Class this week or 
next week.  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from St. John Lutheran School Teachers and Staff. 
We wish everyone the happiest season of joy as we celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Savior! 

   
You are invited to enjoy "12 days of Christmas music" which Keith is recording and Lou 
Ann is posting on our church website.  Although we don't sing Christmas carols during 
worship until it's actually Christmas, you can get a head start by listening!  The first four 
days are already up, with more to come as the season progresses.  If you've got a favorite 
you would like to hear, let Keith know. 

Nursery Remodel – Be sure to stop by the Julia Eakin Nursery to see the progress of the 
remodel. Also, check out the bulletin board next to the Nursery (in the hallway) to track the 
progress on the chart. 

Call Committee – A committee has been formed to begin the process of calling a teacher for 
the 4th/5th grade class.  Members of the committee are as follows: Pastor Caithamer, Tim 
Gabbert, Maxine, Leah, Faith, Susah and Marlene.  They are asking the congregations to 
submit names of possible candidates for them to consider.  Please contact the school office 
359-1714. 
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Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the church office 359-1123 between the hours 
of 10am and 4pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s services. Or you can 
email pmartin - at - stjohn.lcms.org  You can also sign up anytime by emailing Pastor 
revcaithamer - at - stjohn.lcms.org  Thank you to those who sign up ahead of time for church 
services. It does make the task of preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing 
enough space for everyone in the sanctuary. We do know that circumstances do not always 
allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will still welcome those who may come 
otherwise unannounced. 

Issues Etc. – Talk Radio and Podcasts for the Christmas Season December 23-January 1: Early 
Church Fathers on the Birth of Christ Rev. Will Weedon of “The Word of the Lord Endures 
Forever”; The Birth of Jesus Foretold in Micah Dr. Jason Soenksen of Concordia University 
Wisconsin; Holiday Depression Dr. Beverly Yahnke of Doxology; The New Year Hymn “Now 
Greet the Swiftly Changing Year” Dr. Arthur Just of Concordia Theological Seminary & The 
Top Religion Stories of 2020 Terry Mattingly of GetReligion. Listen at www.issuesetc.org.  

  
LEARN BY HEART  
THE FAMILY ALTAR 

The families of St. John are encouraged to learn these words from the Small 
Catechism by heart this week:    
  

The Ten Commandments Review (1-5) 

The First Commandment – You shall have no other gods. 
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

The Second Commandment – You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, 
use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, 
praise, and give thanks. 

The Third Commandment – Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise 
preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

The Fourth Commandment – Honor your father and your mother. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or 
anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love 
and cherish them. 

The Fifth Commandment – You shall not murder. 
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm 
our neighbor in his body, but help and support him in every physical need. 

Hymn 387  Joy to the World 
Psalm 147: 12-20 
Bible Readings for the Week: 
 The Flight into Egypt – Matthew 2:13-15 
 The Slaughter of the Holy Innocents – Matthew 2:16-23 
 The Boy Jesus in the Temple – Luke 2:41-52
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 20, 2020 

INTROIT Ps. 19: 1, 4c, 5-6; antiphon: Is. 45:Ba, b 

Shower, 0 heavens, from above, and let the clouds 
rain down I righteousness;* 

0 bllj~o 
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may I bear fruit. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above 
proclaims his I handiwork.* 

In them he has set a tent I for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his I chamber,* 

and, like a strong man, runs its I course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the I end of them,* 

and there is nothing hidden I from its heat. 
Glory be to the Father and I to the Son* 

and to the Holy I Spirit; 
as it was in the be- I ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. I Amen. 
Shower, 0 heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down I righteousness;* 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may I bear fruit. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Stir up Your power, 0 Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins 

which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

GRADUAL Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, 0 daughter of I Zion.* 
Shout aloud, 0 daughter of Je- I rusalem. 

Behold, your king is com- I ing to you;* 
righteous and having sal- I vation. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name I of the Lord.* 
From the house of the Lord we I bless you. 

DAILY READINGS 
December 20: Is. 40: 18--41 :10: Rev. 8:1-13; 21: ls. 42:1-25; Rev. 9:1-12: 22: Is. 43: 1-24; Rev. 9: 13-10:11: 
23: ls. 43:25-44:20: Rev.11:1-19; 24: ls. 44:21-45:13, 20-25; Rev. 12:1-17; 25: Is. 49:1-18; Matt. 1:1-17: 
26: Is. 49:22-26; 50:4-5 I :8, 12-16; Matt. I: 18-25. 

The Introit, Collect, and Gradual are from l.Jllheran Service Book: Altar Book, copyright e 2006 CPH. All Scripture 
quotations, including those from Lutheran Service Book. are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible. English Standard 
Version®), copyright© 200 I by Crossway. a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by pennission. All rights 
reserved. \ 
© CPH Concordia Publishing House• Your church's publisher• Visit us at CPH.org 2f 123 



Old Testament Reading: 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

lNow when the king lived in his house 
and the LORD had given him rest from all 
his surrounding enemies, 2the king said 
to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell 
in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
dwells in a tent." 3And Nathan said to the 
king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for 
the LORD is with you." 

4But that same night the word of the 
LORD came to Nathan, S"Go and tell 
my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: 
Would you build me a house to dwell in? 
61 have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt 
to this day, but I have been moving about 
in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places 
where I have moved with all the people of 
Israel, did I speak a word with any of the 
judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, "Why 
have you not built me a house of cedar?"' 
8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my 
servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, that you should be 
prince over my people Israel. 9And I have 
been with you wherever you went and 
have cut off all your enemies from before 
you. And I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of the great ones of 
the earth. JOAnd I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may dwell in their own place and 
be disturbed no more. And violent men 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
J lfrom the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel. And I will give you 
rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the 
LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house .... 

16And your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before me. 
Your throne shall be established forever.'" 

Epistle: Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen 

you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to 
the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages 26but has now 
been disclosed and through the prophetic 
writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith--27to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Holy Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel 

was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin's 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her 
and said, "Greetings, 0 favored one, the 
Lord is with you!" 29But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might 
be. 30And the angel said to her, "Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son 
of the Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33and he will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end." 

34And Mary said to the angel, "How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?" 

35And the angel answered her, "The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy-the Son of God. 36And 
behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is 
the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37for nothing will be impossible 
with God." 38And Mary said, "Behold, I 
am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word." And the angel 
departed from her. 
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