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    Divine Service I with Holy Communion

*stand as you are able

Hymn  The Ancient Law Departs  898
*Invocation, Confession, Absolution  151
*Kyrie 152
*Hymn of Praise (This is the feast…) 155
*Salutation & Collect  156
First Reading
Epistle Reading

*Alleluia and Verse 156
*Gospel Reading
Hymn  Across the Sky the Shades of Night  899
Sermon  “How A Christian Greets the New Year”

*Nicene Creed 158
*Prayer of the Church 159
Gathering of Tithes and Offering

*Offertory (What shall I render…) 159
*Communion Liturgy 160
      Communion Hymns – 896, 878

*Nunc Dimittis 165
*Post-Communion Collect  166
*Benediction 166

Preaching:  Rev. Mark Elliott
Liturgist:    Rev. Jeff Caithamer



WELCOME TO ST. JOHN!  We ask members  and guests  to fill out an attendance 
card located by the hymnals; indicate your attendance at Holy Communion.  Cards 
may be placed in the offering plate.  Note that there are two glasses in the center of 
each tray with diluted wine.  Hearing assistance units are available from ushers.

ABOUT THE LORD’S SUPPER:  Our congregation is  a member of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, a family of congregations  who pledge themselves to teach 
and to believe the same doctrines.  We invite those persons  who are members in 
good standing of a congregation of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod or of a 
church in fellowship with the LCMS to receive the sacrament.  We want to express 
our sincere welcome to guests and to assure them that it is in their spiritual interest 
that we practice closed communion.  Guests desiring to learn more about our 
beliefs are asked to make an appointment to speak with one of our pastors.

SERVING TODAY:
  Organist: Keith Williams.  
  Elders:  Dan, Jay, Jay 
  Acolyte: Kevin 

2012 Envelopes – Please stop by the table in the hallway to pick up your 2012 
offering envelopes.

Poinsettias – Please help yourself to any of the poinsettias that remain.



Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14
These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the surviving 
elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon... 4“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to 
all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 
for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into 
exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8For thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9for it is a lie that they are 
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the Lord. 10“For thus says the Lord: 
When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my 
promise and bring you back to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 12Then you will call upon me 
and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. 13You will seek me and find me, when you seek me 
with all your heart. 14I will be found by you, declares the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and 
gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the Lord, and I 
will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 

James 4:13-17
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit”— 14yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What 
is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15Instead you ought 
to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16As it is, you boast in your arrogance. 
All such boasting is evil. 17So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is 
sin. 

Matthew 6:25-34
25“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And which of you by 
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? 31Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 34“Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 


