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St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, "If Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain" (1 
Corinthians 15:14).  In other words, everything in Christianity 
depends on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  
Believing in the resurrection from the dead is far from easy 
and it is not very common, especially for those of us alive 
today.  However, resurrection from the dead is not a new 
concept, even in the time of Jesus.  And that is especially true 
for the people of Israel.  They have a deep history that is 
rooted in stories of the dead being raised to life and of God 
speaking to the people of Israel about raising the dead.  It is 
my intent to trace those stories back through the Bible and 
conclude by explaining why Jesus' resurrection is like those in 
history, but even more so, why it is different and why it needs 
to be. 
 

Beginning in the Book of Acts, chapter 20, we read of the 
account of a young man named Eutychus.  While listening to a 
sermon of St. Paul's late one night, he fell backward off the 
ledge of the third-story window he had been sitting on.  The 
fall killed the young man.  Taking him into his arms, Paul was 
able to restore life to Eutychus. 
 

Earlier in Acts 9, a woman named Tabitha—also known as 
Dorcas—fell ill and died.  She was a remarkable woman well-
loved by those in the early church for her good works and acts 
of charity.  Being summoned to her deathbed, Peter prayed to 
the Lord of the Resurrection, and at Peter's calling, Tabitha 
rose from the dead. 
 

In the Gospels, Jesus is listed as having raised at least three 
people from the dead.  The first was the raising of a widow's 
son in Nain according to Luke 7.  The second was in the 
company of only the inner three of the Twelve disciples, Peter, 
James, and John.  Alone with them, Jesus raised the daughter 
of Jairus from the dead (Matthew 9; Mark 5; Luke 8).  The third 
is perhaps the most popular and easily the most detailed 
account, the raising of Lazarus from the dead in John 11. 
 

Jesus also gave to his disciples the miraculous power to raise 
the dead to life.  The Twelve are given this great ability in 
Matthew 10 as Jesus sends them out to further his ministry 
among the house of Israel. 
 

Into the Old Testament, we find the account of Ezekiel and the 
valley of dry bones.  There, God instructs him to speak the 
Word to the bones and the breath of God is delivered to the 
bones and their lives are restored.  In those verses, God directs 
this great vision toward the people of Israel themselves, saying 
that he will raise them from the dead    and bring them into 
the land of Israel (Ezekiel 37). 

2 Kings 13 tells of the story of a man who had died and was 
thrown into the grave of Elisha.  After his dead body touched 
Elisha's bones, his life was restored to him and he rose from 
the dead.  While he was living, Elisha is credited with raising 
the son of a Shunammite woman from the dead (2 Kings 4).  
1 Kings 17 records the well-known story of Elijah raising the 
dead son of the widow of Zarephath to life. 
 

Famous words from Job 19 reveal an understanding of the 
resurrection of the dead.  There, Job announces, "I know that 
my redeemer lives and at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
After my skin has thus been destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall 
see God."  And rounding out our stories from the Old 
Testament is the occasion where Abraham was just about to 
slaughter his only son, Isaac, at the command of Yahweh God 
(Genesis 22).  The author of Hebrews informs us that Abraham 
"considered that God was able even to raise him [Isaac] from 
the dead" (11:19). 
 

Raisings from the dead did not happen every day in Israel, but 
they did happen and the people knew the stories well.  It is 
most likely that those in the past who had been raised from 
the dead would go on to die yet again.  And this is where Jesus' 
resurrection differs from those in the past.  Jesus has 
triumphed over death in his own resurrection.  "We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him" (Romans 6:9).  Paul's 
statement about the faith being dependent upon Christ's 
resurrection is in that light.  Were Jesus' resurrection just like 
those in the past, then he could die again.  The disciples would 
still have reason to fear.  Christians would live without hope of 
eternal life. 
 

Jesus' resurrection changed all of that.  He is the first one to 
rise from the dead never to know death again.  That means for 
each of us who believe in Jesus that death cannot hold us 
either.  Christ gives his resurrection power to those baptized 
into his name.  And on the last day, he will raise us together 
with all the saints to live with him forever.  "Live" is the key 
word there.  And that life will last forever.  It will not end.  By 
faith, we believe this to be the truth.  And in hope, we look 
forward to that great day when Christ will make all things new, 
beginning with our lives being restored to our bodies, glorified 
forevermore.  Thanks be to the God of the living, the God of 
resurrection, the God who has done all of this for us! 

 

 
Blessed Resurrection of Our Lord Sunday to you all! 
 
Pastor Caithamer 

Raisings from the Dead in the Bible—Not a Foreign Concept 



Let Us Pray 
 

Peace and Comfort:  Larry & Mary and 
family at the death of Larry’s mother Eula , 
John & Beth  and family at the death of 
Beth’s mother Mary Bess , the Catherine  
Family at her death, Keith  and family at the death of 
wife Beverly 
 

Hospitalized: Joan , Theresa ,  
 

Following surgery:  Dave  
 

Healing and Recovery:  Robert , Mary, Karla, Jim , Ed, 
Fran, Betty, Bess, Jean, Tom  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Joan , Justin , Anita , Rolf , 
Thelma  
 

Military:  Zachary, John , Jimmy,  Brandon, Keidi, 
Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert  
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Mad-
agascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston 
and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot 
Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
 

The men of the congregation are  
invited the second Thursday of 
each month to Original Pancake 
House for prayers, devotion, food 
and fellowship.  Please join us this 
month on Thursday, April 12th at 6:30am. 

Dear Members of St. John, 
 

Thank you to all of you for the kindness and generosity 
you showed to us at the baby shower you so graciously 
threw for Joshua.  It was such a pleasure to get to see all of 
you there, to talk with you, and get to share our son with 
you.  The time we are enjoying with Josh and Maggie is 
greatly enriched by the gifts you so freely gave to both of 
them.  We are truly blessed to be a part of this congrega-
tion and we give thanks to our Lord for you and for our 
bond together in Christ.   
 

In the love of Christ, 
 

Pastor, Katie, Maggie, and Josh Caithamer 

Save the Date 
What:  Church Picnic 
 

When: Sunday, July 1 after second  
             service 
 

Hot dogs, hamburgers, and brats will be 
provided. 
 

Bring a side dish and dessert to share. 
 

Join the Parish Education Committee 
for an afternoon of fun, games, and 
fellowship! 

Thanks to everyone for their help in collecting 
Campbell soup points for the Lutheran Special 
Education Ministries in behalf of our Sunday 
School.  In March there were 4,756 points 
from UPC codes, bonus points and lids packed 
and shipped to Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries.  We will continue to collect the 
Campbell UPC code which must include the 
joining Campbell icon.  The UPC code, or bet-
ter yet the entire label, may be placed in the 
designated box in the 
coatroom.  A list of  
eligible product labels is 
posted on the bulletin 
board by the fellowship 
hall.  Keep those label 
points coming!!  

Please join the Mary Martha ladies 

for a hymn sing on Thursday, April 

12 at 1:30.  Choose your favorite 

hymn and enjoy!! 

Mission Statement 

United in faith,  we serve the  

Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted 

in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated 

by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His 

Gospel with all.  



As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2012 offerings 
received through Feb 2012. 
 

Envelope Giving for Feb 2012 
 

Unified Fund*   
Needed Each Month**:  $   115,624.73 
Total Received Feb 2012: $     96,973.52  -$    18,651.21 
Env./Plate/S Svc Feb 2012: $     61,743.67 
Tuition Feb 2012:  $     35,229.85 
Needed YTD:   $   231,249.46 
Received YTD:   $   211,068.56  -$    20,180.90 
 

Debt Retirement  
Received Feb 2012  $       4,126.80 
Received YTD:   $       9,145.05 
 
  * Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for    
    other purposes and school tuition.  
 

** NOTES:  Needed values are based on 1st half of 2012 estimated 
budget figures NOT actual expenditures. 

     

1st half of 2012 Proposed Unified Budget:  $ 693,748.38 

Giving compared to 2011*** 
 

      Feb        Feb                                                                                                                               
      2011                             2012 
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services 
$     51,370.58  $     61,743.67 
 
Tuition    
$     45,255.36  $     35,229.85 
 
Debt Retirement                                              
$       4,645.00  $       4,126.80 
===========  =========== 
$    101,270.94  $   101,100.32 

Schedule for Holy Week and Easter 

Sunday, April 1  Palm Sunday    8:00am & 10:45am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

Thursday, April 5  Maundy Thursday   7:15pm Service of Corporate Confession with Holy Communion 

Friday, April 6  Good Friday   7:15pm Tenebrae Vespers (offering envelopes labeled Good Friday will be given to  

                                                                                                           the Lutheran Hour) 

Sunday, April 8   Easter Sunday  6:00am Sunrise Service 

    7:00am Easter Breakfast 

    8:00am & 10:45am Divine Service with Holy Communion 

We invite you to join our singers and ringers in pre-
paring for the Easter celebration of our Lord’s Resur-
rection! 
 

All choirs- singers, ringers, and instrumentalists – 
there will be a joint Easter rehearsal from 11:30 am 
to no later than 1:00 pm Saturday, April 7. Please 
make every effort to attend this important run-
through.  This will be the only opportunity to com-
bine all our forces for several of the Easter selec-
tions. 
 

The spring is a great time for newcomers to join the 
choirs!  Come try us out! 
 

Alleluia Ringers  Wednesdays 6:00 pm   4/18 & 4/25                                              
Men’s Choir Thursdays  6:00 pm   4/19 & 4/26                                           
Mixed Choir Thursdays 6:45 pm   4/19 & 4/26 
 

Many thanks to the talented and dedicated singers, 
ringers and instrumentalists who continue their ser-
vice in enhancing our worship so beautifully to the 
greater Glory of God! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith  

Choirs performance schedule  
is as follows: 

 
Thursday   4.5  6:00pm Mixed Choir 
    6:30pm Youth Choir 
    7:15pm Maundy Thursday  
                                                  
Friday  4.6  6:00pm Men’s Choir 
    7:15pm  Good Friday  
 
Easter  4.8  6:00am  Brass & Organ 
    8:00am  Brass, Men’s Choir 
    10:45am Brass, Alleluia  
                                                   Ringers &  
                                                   Mixed Choir 
  
Sunday  4.15  8:00am Lois, violin 
Sunday  4.22  10:45am Mixed Choir 
Sunday  4.29  8:00am Men’s Choir 



April Youth Events 
 

Saturday, April 7  Set up for Easter Breakfast 
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm  We need youth to help set up tables & chairs, decorate, and scramble  
    dozens and dozens of eggs!  Please be there! 
 

Sunday, April 8  Easter Breakfast 
5:30 am   We need help cooking and serving and cleaning up afterward.   
    Please sign up to help for a slot!  Thanks!  
 
Fri - Sat, April 20 - 21 Garage Sale 

Set up begins Wednesday(4/18) afternoon at 3:15 and continues through Thursday(4/19) 
and Friday (4/20).  Please come help whenever you can!  We need lots of hands to set up, 
help during the sale, and haul away leftover items after the sale. 

Youth Garage Sale April 20 &21 
We need your donations. Items can be 
brought to the stage in the gym starting on 
Sunday, April 15. Please place your items on 
the stage.  
We need your time. Come help set-up for the 
sale, starting Wednesday (4/18) at 3:15 and 
then anytime Thursday and Friday. We will al-
so need help to work the sale Friday night and 
Saturday. 
We need you to come shop. The Early Buyer’s 
Night is on Friday, from 5 to 8 pm. For a fee of 
just $2 per person, early buyers will have the 
first chance to buy on Friday evening (nothing 
will be sold before 5pm on Friday). Then eve-
ryone can get in free to buy on Saturday from 
8 am to 2 pm. At noon we will have a “bag 
sale”. Whatever treasures you can fit in the 
bag will be just $2per bag.  

All youth and their families are needed to help setup, cook, serve, and cleanup 
for the Easter Breakfast, to be served from 7 am to 8 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
Set up is Saturday, April 7 at 2:00 pm.  We will start cooking at 5:30 am, Easter 
morning.  Sign up for a time that will allow your family to worship together.  The 

proceeds will go toward sending our youth on servant events this summer. 

Thank You  Thanks to everyone for supporting the youth Lenten Dinners!  We are 

well on our way to sending our youth out to grow in Christ this summer! 

Jr. High Servant Event 
The Junior High Servant Event (for youth just 

finishing grades 6 –8 is June 27-29 at Unity 

Lutheran School East St. Louis, IL. We will be 

doing projects at the school and working with 

students  who attend there.  We will be stay-

ing at Camp Wartburg.  Registration Forms are 

in the Youth box outside the church office. If 

you have questions, talk to Dan . 

 

High School Servant Event 
 

The High School Youth will be going to 
Michigan, to serve at Youth Haven Ranch, 
June 15-23.  If you are interested in attend-
ing, please see Dan or Faith  soon.   
Information can be found in the Youth box 
outside the church office.  



***SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS*** 
 
The Junior League of Champaign Ur-
bana is hosting their annual Books By 
The Bushel, April 13 - 15 at Barnes 
and Noble Booksellers.  This is a com-
munity program to help school librar-
ies improve their book selections for 
their students. I have chosen several 
books that we would love to offer here 
at St. John Lutheran School. If you would like to participate, 
please go to Barnes and Noble, 51 E. Marketview, Cham-
paign, and choose a book or two. A book plate will be 
placed in each book with the donors name. In May, these 
books will be displayed in the school office. Thank you in 
advance for considering helping our school library.  Our 
congregations Mary Martha group recently donated $50 to 
support the library. Thank you ladies! We know that you 
work hard during your fund raising events and want you to 
know that we appreciate your gift very much.  Cindy Essex, 
from Sylvan Learning Center, visited St. John on "Read 
Across America" day. She made a book donation to the 
library that day also. Thank you Cindy!  So far this year, 
several students have been the happy recipients of Birth-
day Book Club books. These books have been chosen by 
parents, grandparents, siblings and teachers from the dis-
play case near the school office, to help celebrate their 
birthday and to encourage a love of reading.  Mr. Leffler 
presents these books during Chapel services on Wednes-
day mornings.  After the birthday boy or girl has taken the 
book home and read it, they return it to our school library to 
be shared and enjoyed by their fellow students.   
               Keep reading!      Ronda , librarian  

Thank you for collecting Box Tops for our 

school!  Our Box Top total for the 2011--
2012 school year was $1814.80. The Fall 

total was $1437.60 and the Spring total 
was $377.20.  
  

  
 

Cubs/Cards box top contest returns this Fall.  
Start saving your box tops for our fall contest.  
Let's see if the Cubs can win again!  The collec-
tion bins will be available in August.  Go Cubs! 
Go Cards! 

Car Wash for Computers 
Save the date of Saturday, 
May 5th for the PTF Car 
Wash. We will be raising 
funds to help update the 
school computer lab. 
Right now a number of 
computers are not working and updates are desper-
ately needed. We will be asking for pledges, dona-
tions, and help organizing and running the car wash. 
More information will be available in upcoming bul-
letins. Please contact Linda  if you are able to help 
with this event or if you have any questions.  

Danville Gardens $10 Gift Cards PTF is having their annu-

al Danville Gardens Gift Card Sale.  Each card is worth $10 towards your pur-
chase of plants and flowers at Danville Gardens.    Danville Gardens on Pro-
spect Avenue in Champaign opens on April 13th.   Danville Gardens also has a 
booth at the Urbana Farmers Market on Saturday mornings starting in 
May.   Cards are available thru the St. John School office at any time or by 
contacting Karen .   Cards will be sold beginning on April 10

th
 until the end of 

May.    This is a great gift for Mother's Day as well as a great way to give back 
to the school while doing your spring planting.    PTF earns $3 from every card 
sold!      

Lutherans for Life “Life Rally” — April 21 & 22, 2012  
Sponsored by: St. John’s Lutheran Church, 1225 N. Main St., Chatham, IL   (217) 483-2612  
Guest Presenter: Rev. Dr. James Lamb, Executive Director, Lutherans For Life  
 

       Saturday, April 21, 2012    Sunday April 22, 2012  
        2:00 – 4:30 PM      10:30 AM  
 

  What does the Bible say            Abstinence & Birth Control  
  about End of Life Decisions  
 
Cost: FREE   Reservations are requested due to limited seating.  Dr. Lamb will also be preaching at our  
worship services Saturday evening at 6:00 PM and Sunday morning at 9:00 AM. You are invited to join us.   
www.lutheransforlife.org  



1 Alexander , Greg , Bob  
2 Neal , Mary  
3 Joel  
4 Hannah , Gene , David       , Rachel , Bonnie , 

Preslee  
5 Lucas , Kate , John  
6 Brent  
7 Jill , Michele  
8 Dave , Judy , Tiernee  
9 Cissy , Katie , Katie , Jim , Allie  
10 Whitney  
11 Tish , Jordan  
12 Matthew , Nicole , Micah  
13 John  
14 Chris  
15 Douglas , Kathryn , Thomas  
16 Andrew , Doris , Dylan , Jamie  

17 Beth , Sophie , Tyler , Zach , Betty , Meghan , 
Victoria  
18 Sue , Alexis , Cora  
19 Kurt , Emily , Roger , Virginia  
20 Anne , Ella  
21 Janine , Andrea  
22 Colin , Monica , Blake , Kim  

23 Marian , Maura , Jordan , Anita  
24 Paula , Lana , Jayne  
25 Lea , Brenda , Doug , Kevin , Jack , Mike  
26 Jeff , Ashley , Brandon , Curt , Noah , 

Nathan , Gladys , Duane  
27 Noelle  
28 Andrea , Caity  
29 Tom  
30 Mel  

2 Mark & Susan (35) 
3 Gary & Dee (30) 
5 Earl & Dorothy (60), Earl & 

Marlene (54) 
8 Ellis & Vicki (34) 
13 Marc & Linda (27), Jim & Dot 

(60) 
16 Elmer & Tami (18), Dan & Karen 

(24), Randy & Anne (35) 
20 Kendall & Brenda (10) 
22 Philip & Donna (45), Bill & Kim (17) 
24 Ed & Ann (57), Michael & Alice (41), Mark & Colleen (36) 
25 Robert & Karen (3) 
29 Tom & Nancy (17) 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

  

ATTENDANCE  

FIGURES FOR  

MARCH 

 

 
Sundays 8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
 Mar 4 259 174 196 123 
 Mar 11 170 123 184 134 
 Mar 18  n/a  n/a 184 139 
 Mar 25 234 144 175 128 
  

 
Wednesdays  3:00  Comm 7:15   Comm 
 Mar 7 102  85  72  60    
 Mar 14  123   85   
 Mar 21  78  66  84  71 
 Mar 28 113   92 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Palm Sunday 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Sunday School, 
          Adult Bible Classes 
10:45 Holy Communion 

2 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:30 New Member Class 
 

 

3 
5:00 Brass 
6:30 School Board 
7:00 Trustees 
7:00 Fellowship Board 

4 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
 

5  Maundy Thursday 

12:30 Widows Group 
  6:00 Mixed Choir 
  6:30 Youth Choir 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

6  Good Friday 

6:00 Men’s Choir 
7:15 Tenebrae Service 
 

Church Office  
closes at noon 

 

School is closed 

7 
11:30 Rehearsal for 
          all Choirs &  
          Instrumentalists 
  2:00 Easter Breakfast 
          Set up 

8  Easter Sunday 

  6:00 Sunrise Service 
  7:00 Easter Breakfast 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Sunday School, 
          Adult Bible Class 
10:45 Holy Communion 

9 
6:00 Finance Board 
6:30 New Member Class 
 

School is closed 
 

Church Office is closed 

10 
6:00 Elders 
6:00 Parish Ed 
7:00 Youth Board 
 
Ram Rebate orders due 

11 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
7:15 Holy Communion 

12 
6:30 Men’s Prayer  
         Breakfast 
8:30 Lifelight 
1:30 Mary Martha 
6:30 Lifelight 

13 

 
Ram Rebate order  

pick up 

14 
8:00 Handymen 

15 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Sunday School, 
          Adult Bible Classes 
10:45 Holy Communion 

16 
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:30 New Member Class 

17 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 

18 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

19 
8:30 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

20 
5:00 Garage Sale 
 
Market Day orders due 

21 
8:00 Garage Sale 

22 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Sunday School, 
          Adult Bible Classes 
10:45 Holy Communion 
           (Mixed Choir) 

23 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:30 New Member Class 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Ram Rebate orders due 

24 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  3:45 Evangelism 
  6:30 PTF 

25 
8:25 Chapel 
3:00 Market Day Sale 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

26 
8:30 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

27 
 

Ram Rebate order  
pick up 

28 

29 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Men’s Choir) 
  9:30 Confirmation  
           Questioning,  
           Sunday School, 
          Adult Bible Classes 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 Voters Meeting 

30 
8:45 MOPS 
2:00 First Grade Reading 
         Buddies 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:30 New Member Class 

  

Devotions and  

Hymn-sing  

Amber Glen 

8th & 22nd  

2:30pm 

 
Pastors’ Day off: 

 

Fridays 
 

Church Office 
359-1123 

 

School Office 
359-1714 

  

 2012 


