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Whose Church Is It? An Unnecessary Battle

A

s Americans in the 21st century, we are
quite used to the notion of a "me first" culture.
As Christians, we strive hard to keep that notion
at bay within ourselves. Alas, we fail to do this,
and quite often. Perhaps, you have heard one of
the more prominent ways this surfaces among
Christians. And, perhaps, you have even spoken
this way yourself. "This is my church!" And I
want it to stay my church!
While this topic may seem out of place in the
midst of Lent and with Easter upcoming, it is
actually rather appropriate. We are readily hearing the stories of Christ's purpose in this world.
We have heard why he has taken on human
flesh, "so that whoever believes in him should
not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3:16). We
have heard of Jesus announcing his identity to
Samaritans as the Christ, the anointed one of
God. For what was he anointed? The salvation
of mankind. "For he will save his people from
their sins" (Matthew 1:21). He does so through
the shedding of his own blood on the cross.
The claim of ownership of the Church arises
most often when there are struggles in the
Church. One group of members wants one
thing; another group wants something different.
No congregation is immune to this dilemma.
But, the question needs to be asked: Whose
Church is it? The only answer to that question,
ever, is Christ's. It is his Church. It is always his
Church. And each Christian (pastors included!)
do well to remember that!
That this unnecessary battle arises occasionally is not surprising, especially in our immedi-

ate cultural context. Even our simple nature as
human beings makes the true possession of
Christ's Church difficult to remember. We all
see things through one set of eyes: our own.
We experience everything as ourselves, no one
else. While we may make efforts to see things
from other people's perspectives, the perspective most comfortable for us is our own.
In addition to that "me-centeredness" is our
American culture's insistence on our individualism. Each of us is independent. We certainly
must work with other people, but we are accustomed to think of that as most beneficial to
ourselves. And so, we naturally view the
world, the things around us, and the people
around us through our own eyes and as
though we come first. With so many things
going on in our lives and with so many people
that we come into contact with, we are left to
choose how what and who fits into our lives.
More simply put: we see the world in comparison to ourselves. We do not see ourselves in
comparison to the world.
This thinking unabatedly flows into our
lives as Christians. We see the Church in comparison to ourselves. We do not see ourselves
in comparison to the Church. As a result, we
let ourselves define the Church and even what
Christianity means. Does this question among
Christians sound familiar: "What does it mean
to you?" Or this one, "How do you interpret
that Bible passage?" The center is the individual. The implication of this is that the individual has a say, has ownership, in the Church.
Is that really true? Is that really why Christ

Jesus has come into this world? Has he taken on our mortal nature and given up his own life on the
cross as a sacrifice for all sin so that we can each think of "His" Church as our own? Are we each given
the freedom to mold the Church into our own image? Imagine if that were the case! We would live in
a world where there are innumerable denominations within Christianity and even more non-Christian
religions in the world. And there would be regular and various divisions within each Christian church
itself. And that is exactly the world we find ourselves living in!
This is not to be! And much because we fight a battle that does not need to be fought. There is no
question as to whose Church this is. It is not yours. It is not mine. It is Christ's. He has rightfully purchased it. He has redeemed it, sanctified it. If we allow that truth to rule our hearts and minds, we
will know greater peace as brothers and sisters in Christ.
By his suffering and death on the cross, Jesus Christ has won for you and for me eternal life. He has
done so with his own eternal life by taking us into his life. We fit into his life; we do not fit him into
ours. Likewise, we belong to the Church; the Church does not belong to us. For it is as Jesus has
taught: "Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in
me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing" (John 15:4-5).
Thanks be to God that Jesus is the vine and he has seen fit to make us his branches! We have life
because we belong to Christ. We have peace with God because we belong to his Church! And we belong to his Church because of Jesus Christ and him crucified. "The Church's one foundation Is Jesus
Christ, her Lord; She is His new creation By water and the Word. From heaven He came and sought
her To be His holy bride; With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died" (LSB 644. The
Church's One Foundation. Verse 1). His. Not ours.
God's great peace to you all, fellow blood-bought members of Christ's Church!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Gary & Maura and Marissa and family at the death of Gary’s
father Thomas , Kendall & Brenda and family at the death of Brenda’s father Bob , Ken & Sharon and family
at the death of Sharon’s mother June
Healing and Recovery: Bud , Ellie , Norm , Mary , Ann , Jeff
Following Surgery: Doris
Hospitalized: Walt
For Successful Treatment: Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe’s daughter-in-law
Military: Ashley, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher,
Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Easter is a great opportunity to invite your
friends and neighbors to worship with you.
To make it easier for you, we have Easter door
hangers with information about our Holy
Week and Easter services. These are located
on the narthex table. Please take some and
pass them around to friends an neighbors. Inviting someone to worship with you can make
an eternal difference in their life.
Mary-Martha would like to invite members of the
congregation to coffee, tea and rolls on Thursday,
May 8 from 9:00-10:30 am. in the Fellowship
Hall. Plan to come and visit with others from the
church. We look forward to seeing you.

Lenten Dinners
The youth are hosting Lenten dinners
between midweek services. All are
invited to come eat and enjoy fellowship.
A free-will offering will be taken to support our
high school and jr. high youth attending servant events this summer. Please consider signing up to donate food items. Sign-up sheets
are on the youth bulletin board outside the
church office. Thank you!

Lenten Dinners Schedule/Menu
April 2

Jr. High Boys Serve/Tacos

April 9

Jr. High Boys and Girls Serve/
Lasagna

Men's Prayer Breakfast
Reading Buddies
The 1st and 2nd grade reading
buddies will meet Tuesday, April
22nd, at 1:00pm.

The annual LWML CID Convention will
be held on Saturday, April 26, at St. John
Lutheran Church, 901 W. Jefferson in
Effingham. The theme of this year’s convention is “Soar on Wings Like Eagles”
Isaiah 40:31. We are reminded that when we trust in the
Lord our strength will be renewed, we will run and not grow
weary, and walk and not grow faint.
This year’s Gifts from the Heart will be for the Family Life
Center in Effingham; the items will be for the women who
complete classes at the center.
Items needed include anything needed for babies—all sizes
diapers, shampoo, lotion, powder, oil, bottles, small animals,
etc. There is a box in the coat room which has a complete list
of the suggested items. Please consider adding some item(s)
so that the LWML can make a good contribution to this
worthwhile cause.

The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and fellowship, and
devotion and prayers led by
Pastor Caithamer. Please join
us this month on Thursday,
April 10th, at 7:00am.

Guatemala, Ethiopia, and Haiti are just a few of
the countries which come to mind when one
thinks of world hunger. But HUNGER IS CLOSER
THAN YOU THINK!! Please bring a salad and
come to the LWML salad supper on Monday
April 21 at 6:30 p.m. when Julie Melton, Director of Marketing & Development at the Eastern
Illinois Foodbank, will speak about the hunger in
our area. Good food, Christian fellowship, interesting and informative information!! Ladies, we
hope to see you there!!

NEW COMMUNION WAFERS
If you come forward to the Lord’s Supper you will notice that we have switched to a new kind of Communion
wafer. You will notice that these new style wafers are slightly larger yet thinner than the old style. They have a
very nice symbol of the victorious Lamb of God embossed upon each wafer. They are made from only pure
wheat flour and water and have more of the look and taste of bread. I have always thought that the old style
wafer tasted a bit like Styrofoam. In my opinion these new wheat wavers dissolve more easily in the
communicant’s mouth, and actually have some flavor along with a better texture. If you
have glutton allergies, we will still have glutton-free wafers in the center of the tray that
you can request.
It is common practice that we elevate a wafer along with the chalice filled with wine as we
say the words of institution, and turn to face the congregation with the wafer held above
the chalice when we say, “The peace of the Lord be with you always”. We do this to make
the theological point that Christ instituted this gift of His body and blood to bring us this
peace of God of which we speak. When worshipers sit further back in the sanctuary they
aren’t always able to see the small wafer we hold above the chalice when we speak this
blessing in the divine service. So as many other churches have historically done, we have purchased one visually larger wafer that we will lift up as we consecrate the bread, and as we turn towards the congregation to elevate the wafer and wine as we speak this blessing of peace with the Lord that comes through this Sacrament.
We will then break up this larger wafer and serve it to communicants along with the smaller wafers. We do this
in the desire to make this part of the service more meaningful to the worshiper.

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat RESCHEULED!!!
We will attempt another trek to St. Louis for the 8th Grade Confirmation
Retreat on Monday, April 21, 2014 (weather permitting, of course!). We
will worship at the chapel service held at the International Center, tour
that same facility and its historical museum, tour the campus of Concordia Seminary and its Rare Book Room, and conclude with a tour of Concordia Publishing House, our synod's own publisher.

The Annual Youth Garage Sale will be April 11 and 12 in the gym. For a fee of $2 per person, early buyers will
have the first chance to buy on Friday evening from 5:00-8:00pm. (Nothing will be sold before 5:00pm on Friday). Then everyone can get in free to buy on Saturday, April 12 from 8:00am to 2:00 pm, with a “$2 bag sale”
starting at noon. As you begin your spring-cleaning, please consider donating to the Garage Sale
all of the valuable treasures that you no longer need. We appreciate items to be clean and in
good working condition. You may bring donations to the gym stage from Sunday, April 6 from
Noon to 2pm, and Monday, April 7 through Thursday, April 10 from 3:30 to 5:30 pm. No items
may be accepted after Thursday. We are trying to avoid drop offs during the school day. All
proceeds from this sale will be used to send our Jr. High Youth and Senior High Youth on servant events this summer. Please sign-up on the youth bulletin board if you are able to volunteer
to set-up, work or clean-up. This year Thrivent Financial is matching funds raised at the garage
sale. For every $3 we raise they will match $1 up to $1500.

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Summer Bible Study For Women
We are asking you to prayerfully consider joining a Summer Bible
Study for Women. The Bible Study will meet weekly and will
study from a book by Linda Dillow. She writes on topics specific
to the Christian woman...worries about children, friends, careers,
families, spouses...giving practical suggestions for overcoming
the anxieties of our pressured lives. Cast aside the what ifs and
whys and develop a deeper trust in Him. The Bible Study will
meet on Thursday evenings, 6:30pm, at Robeson
Park. All women are invited. Children will have
an area to play at the park. The first meeting
will be May 29, the final meeting will be August
14. Contact Pat or Faith for details.

***SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS
BY THE BUSHEL PROGRAM***
The 2014 Books By The Bushel program, hosted
by the Champaign/Urbana Junior League, is being
held April 11, 12 and 13 at Barnes and Noble, 51
E. Marketview Drive, Champaign. I have chosen 35
books, many are student requests and several titles from the 2015 Monarch book set, that will be
available for you to select from. Thank you in advance for your support of our St. John Lutheran
School and School Library. Later this spring, these
books will be on display in our school office.
Ronda , school librarian

April Youth Events
Fri - Sat, April 23 - 24

Garage Sale
Set up begins Tuesday afternoon and continues through Thursday and Friday. Please come
help whenever you can! We need lots of hands to set up, help during the sale, and haul away
leftover items after the sale. See sign-up sheets on the youth bulletin board.

Saturday, April 19
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Set up for Easter Breakfast

Sunday, April 20
5:30 am

Easter Breakfast

We need youth to help set up tables & chairs, decorate, and scramble
dozens and dozens of eggs! Please be there!
We need help cooking and serving and cleaning up afterward. Please sign
up to help for a shift! Thanks!

May Youth Events
Sunday, May 11
9:30 am

Welcome 8th graders to High School Youth/ Seniors put handprints on the wall
We will meet for opening in the church sanctuary and then go to the youth room.

Sunday, May 18
2:00– 4:00pm

Last LYF Fest
We will meet in the fellowship hall for devotions and then head outside for jello and
water fight.

Jr. High Servant Event

The Junior High Servant Event
(for youth just finishing grades 6 – 8)
is June 12-14 at Camp CILCA.
We will be building up the lake trail and
working on various other
projects. Register by April 6!

Thank You

All youth and their families are
needed to help setup, cook,
serve, and cleanup for the
Easter Breakfast, to be
served from 7 am to 8 am in
the Fellowship Hall. Set up is
Saturday, April 19 at 2:00 pm. We will start
cooking at 5:30 am, Easter morning. Sign up for
a time that will allow your family to worship
together. The proceeds will go toward sending
our youth on servant event s this summer .

Thanks to everyone for supporting the youth Lenten Dinners! We are
well on our way to sending our youth out to grow in Christ this summer!

Music Notes
Our adult choirs’ full schedule is both listed below and available on our website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Adult Choir rehearsals continue as follows:
 Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Alleluia Ringers
No handbell rehearsal Wednesday, April 23
 Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
No Men’s Choir rehearsal Thursday, April 24
 Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm
Mixed Choir
Mixed Choir rehearsal on Thursday, April 10 will start at 7:00 pm
No Mixed Choir rehearsal Thursday, April 24
Brass rehearsals for Easter will be held as follows:
Sunday, April 6 at Noon
Thursday, April 10 at 6:30 pm (between Men’s & Mixed Choirs)
Saturday, April 19 – late morning, t.b.d.
April performance schedule is as follows:
Wednesday, April 2
3:30
Sunday, April 6

8:00
10:45

Sunday, April 13
Palm Sunday

8:00 & 10:45

Intermediate School Choir Prelude
Intermediate School Choir Prelude
Handbells (& 10:45 Prelude)
Soloist

8:00
10:45

Sunday School Children sing at
beginning of service
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

Thursday, April 17
Maundy Thursday
(7:15 service)

6:00
6:45

Mixed Choir
Handbells

Friday, April 18
Good Friday

6:00
(7:15 service)

Men’s Choir

Sunday, April 20

8:00
10:45

Men’s Choir, Handbells & Brass
Mixed Choir & Brass

More from John Eliot Gardiner’s book “Bach – Music in the Castle of Heaven.”
Did you know that Bach’s copy of Abraham Cavlov’s Bible commentary based
on Luther’s writings is in the library at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis? On one
page in the margin in Bach’s handwriting is the annotation “N.B. Where this
devotional music, God with his grace is always present.”

Thanks to every one for
their help in collecting of
Campbell soup points for the
Lutheran Special Education
Ministries in behalf of our
Sunday School. In February a
total 2943 points from UPC
codes, bonus points and lids
were packed and shipped to
Lutheran Special Education
Ministries. We will continue
to collect the Campbell UPC
code which must include the
joining Campbell icon. The
UPC code or better yet the
entire label may be placed in
the designated box in the coatroom. NOTE: BEVERAGE
CAPS AND SAUCE CAPS ARE
REQUIRED IN LIEU OF THE
UPC. A list of eligible product
labels is posted on the bulletin board by the fellowship
hall.

Keep those label points
coming!!

The 2014 C-U Crop Hunger

Walk is Sunday, April 6. I f
you would like to join this
program to end hunger one
step at a time, please check
their website,
cu-cropwalk.org or contact
Esther. The Champaign
County Chapter of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans is
providing matching funds.

April

Parent Teacher Fellowship
Ram
Rebate

PTF presents a new fundraiser event for our school:

Upcoming Order Dates:
April 7 & 22
The Ram Rebate is a multi-dimensional fundraiser offered
through St. John Lutheran School. Gift Cards are purchased
at face value through the school office, and the retailers provide the rebate percentage (as indicated) to St. John PTF.
The rebate earned can be designated for:





We need sponsors, volunteers and participants!


Sign up for the race at Active.com: http://www.active.com/
champaign-il/running/distance-running-races/running-of-therams-5k-and-kids-run-2014
You may select yourself, another St. John School family  More info can be found at facebook.com/runningoftherams5K
or the Scholarship account to receive your rebate.
 Contact Sara ___ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
St. John School Fees
____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
You may select yourself or another St. John School fami____
ly to receive your rebate.
***Medical support staff is needed the day of the race. If you are a
St. John Lutheran Church and School.
doctor, nurse, paramedic, EMT, first responder, physical therapist or
You may select a church or school account to receive
work in the health care field and would like to volunteer, please conyour rebate.
tact Susan.

St. John Lutheran School PTF.
St. John School Tuition /Scholarship account

—There are hundreds of vendors to choose from: Wal-Mart,
Kohl’s, Applebee’s, Marathon, Walgreen’s, just to name a
few. Local vendors such as County Market and Monical’s
are also available. Pick up a complete list of vendors or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com.
—Orders may be placed in the school office, on-line or in the
Fellowship Hall on Sundays prior to due date. Pick up your
cards on Friday in the school office or on Sunday in the Fellowship Hall.
—Orders are due by 3:00 on April 7 & 22. For your convenience, orders will also be taken on Sunday April 6 th. More
information is available on the Narthex and in the school office.

April
Orders Due: Friday, April 25, 2014
(3pm if using order form, 11pm if ordering
on-line at www.marketday.com)

Pick Up: Wednesday, April 30, Fellowship Hall
Pick up between 3 and 4pm
Order forms are on the Narthex table. Place your order with
Kollin or go online at www.marketday.com .

Is there something you want for our school?

1. Fill out a PTF Allocated Funds Request form
2. Turn it to the PTF box in the school office by Thursday April 10th.
PTF considers all requests when designating funds raised throughout
the school year. Forms are available on the Narthex table and in the
school office.

Danville Gardens $10 Gift Cards
Available April 22 thru the end of May.
Cards can be redeemed at 3 locations:
1. Danville Gardens (Danville)
2. Danville Gardens 2 (N Prospect)
3. Urbana’s Farmers Market (Lincoln Square Mall)
We have 350 cards to sell. PTF will earn $3 from each
card sold.
To purchase cards please contact Karen.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A.J., Greg, Bob
Neal, Mary, Larry
Joel
Hannah, Gene, David, Rachel, Bonnie,
Preslee
Lucas, Kate, John
Brent
Jill , Michele
Dave, Judy, Tiernee
Cissy, Angela, Katie, Allie
Whitney
Tish, Jordan
Matthew, Nicole, Micah
Maci
Chris
Douglas, Kathryn, Thomas
Andrew, Doris, Dylan, Jamie
Sophie, Tyler, Zach, Betty, Meghan, Victoria
Julie, Alexis, Cora
Kurt, Emily, Brad, Virginia
Anne, Ella
Janine, Andrea
Colin, Monica, Blake, Kim

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
5
8
13
16
20
22
24
25
29

Mark & Susan (37)
Gary & Dee (32)
Earl & Dorothy (62), Earl &
Marlene (56)
Ellis & Vicki (36)
Marc & Linda (29), Jim & Dot
(62)
Elmer & Tami (20), Dan & Karen
(26), Randy & Anne (37)
Kendall & Brenda (12)
Philip & Donna (47), Bill & Kim (19)
Ed & Ann (59), Michael & Alice (43), Mark & Colleen (38)
Robert & Karen (5)
Tom & Nancy (19)

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Marian, Maura, Jordan, Anita
Matthew, Paula, Lana, Jayne
Lea, Doug, Kevin, Jack, Mike
Jeff, Ashley, Brandon, Curt , Noah ,
Nathn, Gladys, Duane
Noelle
Andrea, Skylar, Caity
Tom
Mel

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
MARCH

Sundays
Mar 2
Mar 9
Mar 16
Mar 23
Mar 30

8:00 Comm
121
176
186
208

102
136
138
151

10:45 Comm
133
165
172
110

Wednesdays 3:30 Comm 7:15
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 19
Mar 26

102
61
n/a
72

86
42
n/a
63

106
76
75
73

99
141
113
90

Comm
90
64
55
65

2014
Sun

6 Fifth Sunday in Lent

Mon

7

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
12:00 Brass Rehearsal

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
4

Sat

1

2

3

5

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:08 Chapel
3:30 Lenten Service
4:30 Lenten Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Lenten Service

8:30 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

8

9

10

11

12

6:00 Elders
6:00 Parish Ed

8:08 Chapel
10:45 Adult Bible Class
3:30 Lenten Service
4:30 Lenten Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Lenten Dinner

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:30 Lifelight
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:30 Brass
7:00 Mixed Choir

5:00 Youth Garage
Sale

8:00 Youth Garage
Sale
8:00 Handymen

7th Grade Catechism Retreat

13 Palm Sunday

14

15

16

17 Maundy Thursday

18 Good Friday

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells

6:00 Mixed Choir
6:45 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
7:15 Tenebrae Service

11:00 Brass Rehearsal
2:00 Easter Breakfast
Setup

20 Easter

21

22

23

24

25

26

6:00 Sunrise Service
7:00 Easter Breakfast
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

6:30 LWML Salad
Supper

10:30 Adult Bible Class
1:00 1st & 2nd Grade
Reading Buddies
3:45 Evangelism
6:15 Technology
6:30 PTF
7:30 Youth Board

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

27

28

29

30

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class

8:08 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Church Office
is closed
8th Grade
Confirmation Retreat

Market Day
orders due
Newsletter Deadline

