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 The church from ancient times designated a specif-
ic Sunday every year as Easter Sunday.   On this special 
holy day Christians have long celebrated the resurrection 
of our Lord.  This year according to the church calendar 
Easter falls on April 5th.  Yet in her worship life the church 
has always viewed every Sunday as a kind of mini-
celebration of Easter.  This is why the church originally 
chose Sunday over the Sabbath as the day of worship.  
Christians chose to worship on Sunday, because the resur-
rection of our Lord occurred on a Sunday. 

 Every Sunday the church assembles with the pro-
found understanding that her members are encountering 
the risen Christ in the divine service through His Word 
and Sacraments.  Not just on the day that we call “Easter”, 
but every Sunday the church gathers to rejoice in the victo-
ry of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. The reality of Je-
sus’ resurrection is what gives us, and all believers, a cer-
tain and future hope that we too will be bodily resurrected 
to live forever with Christ in His kingdom, when He reap-
pears in glory. 

 Pastors often lament those who only infrequently 
attend divine services, a few times per year.  Most notably 
those who only attend divine services on Christmas and 
Easter sadden those of us who are called to shepherd 
Christ’s flock.  While we are thankful that they come at all, 
it saddens us that these “C & E Christians” as they are 
sometimes called, do not see the spiritual value of regular 
church attendance.   

 Chances are, those who attend divine services 
“rarely to occasionally” only know the obligation of wor-
ship.   They only know this from the law of God that is 
written on their hearts.  They know little or nothing about 

the joyous gospel reasons why the church gathers for wor-
ship every Lord’s Day. Those who lack the motivation to 
be in church, find it hard because they look at going to 
church as something they do for God.  In reality the divine 
service is really all about what God has done for us, and is 
still doing for us in Christ. 

  The divine service is that time and place when our 
God in Christ wants to freely give us His greatest gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation, along with so much more 
that He earned for us on the cross.  These gifts come to us 
through the proclaimed word of Christ in which the Spirit 
works faith.  They come to us in the cleansing waters of 
Holy Baptism that connect us to the saving death and res-

urrection of our Lord.  And they becomes ours in the 
Lord’s Supper where Jesus is present among us in His 
body and blood to confer upon us His work of redemption.   
The divine service (what most call “church”) is the time 
and the place that Christ has chosen to come to us through 
His Word and Sacraments.   

 These are the means by which God bestows upon 
us His grace and goodness in Christ.  These are the ways 
that God has appointed to bring all that Jesus Christ has 
accomplished into our lives.   In the biblical past the Lord 
graciously approached His people in other ways.  The Lord 
made a physical appearance to Abraham and to Sarah in 
the human form of three mysterious visitors.  The Lord 
came to Moses in the voice emanating from the burning 
bush.  The Lord was present above the Ark when the high 
priest Aaron entered the holy of holies in the tent of meet-
ing.   The Lord spoke to Elijah in a still small voice.  And 
angel visited Mary in person and came to Joseph in a 
dream. 

 But in these last days the Bible informs us God has 
changed His way of approaching people.  In the past God 
communicated to people through dreams and visions, and 
through signs and wonders.  However, in these last days 
God has spoken to us through His Son.  God has revealed 
His great love for us in the sacrifice of His Son in our place.  
And God has revealed His power to save us by raising Je-
sus from the grave.  And now God communicates with us 
through our hearing the preached word of Christ, through 
our being baptized into Christ, and through our receiving 
the redemptive body and blood of Christ in the Lord’s Sup-
per.   

 But aren’t we limiting God to say that God only 

comes to people in these ways these days?  Hypothetically 
Christ could choose to come to us in other ways, but He 
hasn’t.  God does not come to us hypothetically.  God has 
come to us in the historical reality of His Son; born in real 
time, crucified with real nails, and raised again with a real 
resurrected body.  We did not choose this for God, but 
God chose this for us.  God chose to become a man 
through the incarnation of His Son.  God chose to limit the 
way that He would save the world to those who would 
trust in His Son.  And in a similar way, God has chosen to 
limit the ways He approaches us to His Word and Sacra-
ments so that poor miserable sinners in need of forgiveness 
can always know where to find God in His grace and mer-

cy. 

Every Sunday is Easter 



Let Us Pray 
 

 

For Peace and Comfort:  Tom and family at the death of father Stanley , Heath &  
Sarah and family at the death of uncle and Godfather Frank  
 

For Healing and Recovery:   Bruce, Jill, Rory, Dorothy, Lingli, Lucille, Esther, Helen, Robin, Pat, Tom, Ron -husband of 
Norma  
 

Following Surgery:   Alex, Susan  
 

For Comfort, Healing and Hope: Nancy  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Jeff  
 

For our Military:  Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Luke, Jim , Brandon, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran  
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in 
Kingston, Jamaica 

Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are 

 rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

  We often hear it said that a person can be a Chris-
tian and remain a Christian without going to church.  This 
is often expressed as a truism that should be self-evident to 
all.  However the statement that you can be a Christian 

without gong to church is untrue or misleading at best.   
It’s true that the act of simply showing up in the pew on 
Sunday mornings isn’t going to save a person.  But the 
earlier assertion that disconnects having faith from going 
to church isn’t right either.  For in the divine service 
(again, what most call “church”) God works through the 
preached Word and the administered Sacraments to create 
and sustain your faith.  Church then is most typically the 
time when and the place where God works faith and for-
giveness.   In most cases you cannot be and remain a 
Christian without attending church, for church is where 
faith receives Christ in His Word and Sacraments. 

 Yes, in unusual circumstances the Lord is able to 

preserve faith when a Christian is physically unable to at-
tend church, or if there is no visible church to attend.  Yet 
God does not grant any similar guarantee to preserve faith 
in a person who is simply unwilling to go to church. Nor 
is that person’s salvation secure, who honestly intends to 
go to church, but then doesn’t, because church really isn’t 
very high up on his or her list of priorities.  Being part of 
the church is not optional, but automatic in Christ.   At-

tending church is not unimportant, unnecessary, or non-
essential.   Because we encounter Christ “in church” 
through His Word and Sacraments, church is very im-
portant to faith.  Because we hear Christ and receive 

Christ in church, church is very necessary to our Christian 
faith and life; and ultimately to our salvation.   

 Christians come together on Sundays with other 
believers to celebrate Jesus Christ’s victory over sin, death, 
and the devil.    Every Sunday -- through the Word and 
Sacraments -- Jesus shares His Easter victory with us in a 
way that creates and sustains faith in us.  Christians are 
not to neglect church, because to do so is to neglect your 
faith.  Those who miss church are missing an opportunity 
that God has given to them to hear and be strengthened by 
the gospel.  Every Sunday we revel in Easter, which is Je-
sus’ victory for us over sin, death, and the devil.  Every 
Sunday we relive Easter as we receive the divine assurance 

that Christ was delivered over to death for our offenses 
and was raised again for our justification. 

 

He is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

 

Pastor Mark Elliott 



When you think of the suffering and death of our Lord and 
Savior, that Lord and Savior is front and center in your 
thoughts.  When you reflect on his resurrection from the 
dead, again, Jesus Christ is first and foremost in your 
thinking.  But who is next?  Considering all of the time he 
spent with them in his three years of ministry, you would 
think it would be the Twelve disciples of Jesus.  When you 
think of the scenes of the cross and the empty tomb, the 
Twelve are eerily absent, save one: John.  Apart from him 
at the foot of the cross, the presence of the disciples is 
missing.  How tragic for Jesus, while bearing the sin of the 
world—yours and mine—his closest friends and students 
were gone. 
 
In truth, those men were a wrecked bunch.  One had been 
the cause of Jesus' arrest.  Thirty pieces of silver was his 
payment for his betrayal.  Consumed with the guilt of his 
sin, but not trusting in Jesus for forgiveness, he killed him-
self.  One had publicly refused to admit his connection 
with Jesus, even as the leader of the disciples.  He had so 
distanced himself from discipleship that Jesus would even 
exclude him from the other disciples (Mark 16:7) and re-
quire his reinstatement (John 21:15-19).  They all (except 
John and Peter, John 18:15) had scattered from Jesus at 
his arrest (Matthew 26:56).  And they all could be found 
inside their locked Jerusalem home out of fear of the Jews 
(John 20:19). 
 
Enter the women in Jesus' group of followers.  They re-
ceive very little attention in the Gospels as they were not 
the called disciples or apostles of Jesus.  Following the 
order of creation, they would not be called as leaders or 
pastors in the church.  Nonetheless, their role in Jesus' 
ministry and the future ministry of the church was just as 
vital.  And they are the ones seen as faithful to the end.  
So striking is this truth, and not to be overlooked, that 
each of the four Gospel writers makes it a point to men-
tion this fact (Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19). 
 
Earthly speaking, these women were the main reason Je-
sus and his disciples were able to conduct ministry as 
they did, moving regularly from town to town.  St. Luke 
tells us, in chapter 8, that  "the twelve were with him, 
and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits 
and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven 
demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 
Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many 
others, who provided for them out of their means" (Luke 
8:1-3).  God worked through these faithful women, and 
many others, to take care of Jesus and the Twelve for the 
better part of three years.  Some from among these wom-
en were there at the cross, the end of Jesus' earthly life as 
sacrifice for sin. 
 
And they were the first ones at the tomb of Jesus at the 
beginning of Jesus' new life as sin's conqueror.  Not fear-
ing any repercussions for their involvement with Jesus in 

his ministry, several of the women left their homes early 
that Sunday morning.  They knew not what they would do 
about the large stone covering the tomb (Mark 16:3), but 
still they went.  While not believing Jesus would rise three 
days after his death anymore than the disciples did, the 
women went to the tomb to perform their vocation of car-
ing for their dead.  They expected to find the stone block-
ing the entrance, and maybe even some sleep-deprived 
soldiers in their way.  They did not expect what they actu-
ally saw! 
 
"And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled 
back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw 
a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white 
robe, and they were alarmed (Mark 16:4-5)."  St. Matthew 
tells us that the women left the tomb to go and inform the 
disciples of this big news and that Jesus met them as they 
were on their way.  It was to the women that Jesus first 
made his resurrection known.  And it was the women who 
were told to go and proclaim the good news to the disci-
ples.  Those who had remained with him at his death were 
rewarded to be the first to see him raised from death to 
life. 
 
And nowhere is it recorded that the women were boastful 
of this fact.  They are never shown ridiculing the men for 
leaving Jesus or for hiding in a locked room.  Instead, they 
fulfilled their God-given vocation of extending care and 
concern for their loved ones, remaining with Jesus 
through his death and even his placement in the tomb 
(Matthew 27:61).  And they were obedient to the words of 
God through the angel and from Jesus himself to go and 
preach the good news to the disciples of Jesus.  And they 
were all too glad to do that, not for the sake of mocking 
the cowardly disciples, but out of great rejoicing that Je-
sus' death three days before had ended in resurrection 
glory.  Hope was kindled in their hearts that death would 
not be the end for any of them.  And that Jesus had se-
cured the promise of all believers being raised with him to 
new life in the resurrection on the Last Day. 
 
Thanks be to God for these faithful women that he used to 
share the news of the empty tomb, the announcement of 
death's defeat, and the joys of Jesus, the Resurrection 
and the Life.  And thanks be to God that he still sees fit to 
use men and women to do the same today. 
 
"For all the faithful women Who served in days of old, To 
You shall thanks be given; To all, their story told.  They 
served with strength and gladness In tasks Your wisdom 
gave.  To You their lives bore witness, Proclaimed Your 
power to save" (LSB 855, v 1). 
 
In the saving power of Christ's name, 
Pastor Caithamer 

Faithful to the End...and the Beginning 
The Women of Good Friday and Easter 



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are  
invited the second Thursday of 

each month to Original Pancake 
House for food and fellowship, 

and devotion and prayers led by  
Pastor Caithamer.  Please join us 
this month on Thursday, April 9th, at 7:00am. 

   Reading Buddies will meet  

Tuesday, April 21, at 1:00pm. 

Supporting our Church and School 
Feature of the Month 

Collect Coke Rewards points and donate them to St. 

John Lutheran School!  The special codes are found on 

all Coke products – inside the caps on bottles or on the carton of 12 

and 24 packs.  Login to mycokerewards.com, enter the codes and 

donate the points to St. John Lutheran School.  Or codes may be 

brought to the church and school and they will be entered for you.  

There is a Coke Collection Bottle in the coat room of the church 

and in the school office.  The school has redeemed points for sev-

eral new balls for P.E. and recess and with your help more items 

can be selected. 

The 2nd Annual Running of the Rams 5K Run / 
Walk to benefit St. John Lutheran School will take 
place on May 30, 2015, at 8:00am. Registration for 
the race is now open. Participants can register by 
going to www.stjohnls.com or by submitting a paper 
registration form to the school office. Forms are 
available there and on the table in the narthex. The discounted 
registration fee is $25 and is available only until Easter. If you 
would like to volunteer your time to help with the race (lots of 
different tasks), please send an email to Matt or Sara . If you 
know of a business that might be willing to sponsor the race, 
please let Matt or Sara know. All are welcome to come enjoy 
this great family event!" 

MOPS BAKE SALE:   

The St. John MOPS (Mothers of Preschool-
ers) invites you to their annual fundraising 
bake sale, taking place April 10 & 11 in the 
lobby of the school gym during the youth group’s garage sale. 
The sale will run Friday from 5-7pm and Saturday 8am-

12pm.   

Camp CILCA Scrapbooking Retreats 

The annual Camp CILCA Scrapbooking weekend is Friday, April 17 
(7pm) to Sunday, April 19 (until 2pm).  Relax and spend some quality 

time working on those stacks of pictures, without interruptions or 
other obligations.  Enjoy the natural wonders of the camp, while 

meals are cooked for you as you work on your scrapbooking memo-
ries (or card making, jewelry, or even quilting!).  Cost is $100, which 

includes your stay and 4 meals.  Please contact Barb  

Please Return all borrowed church  

tables and chairs by the end of March.  

We have two very large events coming 

up and need every table and chair to be 

available for them.  Please return in good 

condition to the fellowship hall as soon 

as possible.   

The Annual Youth Garage Sale will be April 10 and 11 in the 
gym.  For a fee of $2 per person, early buyers will have the 
first chance to buy on Friday evening from 5:00-8:00 
pm.  (Nothing will be sold before 5:00 pm on Friday).  Then 
everyone can get in free to buy on Saturday, April 11 from 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm, with a "$2 bag sale" starting at 
noon.  As you begin your spring-cleaning, please consider 
donating to the Garage Sale all of the valuable treasures 
that you no longer need.  We appreciate items to be clean 
and in good working condition.  You may bring donations to 
the gym stage Saturday April 4 from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm or 
Tuesday April 6 - Thursday April 9 from 3:30-5:30 pm.  No 
items may be accepted after Thursday.  We are trying to 
avoid drop offs during the school day.  All proceeds from 
this sale will be used to send our Jr. High Youth and Sr. 
High Youth on servant events this summer.  Please sign-up 
on the youth bulletin board if you are able to volunteer to set
-up, work or clean-up.  This year Thrivent Financial is 
matching funds raised at the garage sale, up to $1,000.   

empty tomb, inc.. thanks everyone at St. John Lutheran 

Church for their participation in their Mega Work-A-Thon 

held March 7th, 2015.  Below is a report on food items deliv-

ered to families, registered participants, local churches pre-

sent and how many churches collected food items. 

Number of basic food items in each Pantry Stocker Box: 11 

Number of boxes delivered to families who were at home 

on March 7, 2015: 280  (work continues to reach the goal of 

70 additional deliveries) 

Number of registered participants present: 235 

Number of local churches represented by those present: 43 

Number of local churches who collected food items: 29 

Number of funds given as of Monday, March 16, 2015: 

$19,331.10 

Number of funds needed to reach the No-Late-Bills Reserve 

Fund portion of the goal: $35,525.26 

Please see the bulletin board for more details. 

Mary-Martha will meet on Thursday, April 9 at 1:30 
p.m.  Our speaker will be Rev. Charles Olander on 
Prison Ministries.  All ladies of the church are wel-
come to join us. 

http://www.stjohnls.com


 

 

 

Music Notes   -  April 2015 
 

  

 

 

As I write this, it is the week before Palm Sunday, with all of Holy Week ahead. From Christ's Entry to Jeru-

salem, through Maundy Thursday and the Last Supper,  Good Friday and Christ's suffering and death on the 

cross, and His glorious Resurrection as Our Lord and Savior,  this is surely the most emotional and moving 

week in the Church Year. 

Our choirs have worked long and hard to prepare significant music for these observances, and I hope and pray 

that they will all have been especially meaningful to you all due to music's power to transmit and transcend. 

 

The days of Eastertide bring us along the road of faith to the celebration of Pentecost on May 24.  Our choirs 

will resume their practice and participation after a brief hiatus, and we invite you to work with us as your time 

and talents allow.  Instrumentalists are of course also always welcome to share your talents as well! 

 

Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00 pm   No rehearsal April 8 or April 15 

Men's Choir  Thursdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm  No rehearsals April 9 or April 16 

Mixed Choir  Thursdays 6:45 pm – 7:30 pm No rehearsals April 9 of April 16 

 

Performance schedule 

 

Sunday, April 26 8:00 am Mixed Choir 

   10:45 am School K-3 choir 

 

Sunday, May 3 8:00 am Alleluia Ringers (and 10:45 am Prelude) 

   10:45 am Men's Choir 

 

Sunday, May 10 10:45 am Mixed Choir     

 

Thursday, May 14 7:15 pm Men's Choir (No Mixed Choir rehearsal that evening) 

(Ascension) 

 

Sunday, May 17 8:00 am Men's Choir 

 

Sunday, May 24 8:00   Mixed Choir 

(Pentecost)  10:45  Men's Choir 

 

          



1 A.J. , Greg , Bob  
2 Neal, Mary , Larry  
3 Joel  
4 Hannah, Gene, David, Rachel , Bonnie , 

Preslee  
5 Lucas, Kate, John  
6 Brent  
7 Jill, Jaclyn, Michele  
8 Judy, Elise , Tiernee  
9 Cissy , Angela, Katie, Allie  
10 Whitney  
11 Tish, Jordan  
12 Nicole, Micah  
13 Maci  
14 Chris  
15 Douglas, Kathryn, Thomas  
16 Andrew, Doris, Jamie  
17 Sophie, Tyler, Zach, Betty, Victoria  

18 Julie, Alexis, Cora  
19 Kurt , Emily, Brad, Virginia  
20 Anne  
21 Andrea  
22 Colin , Monica, Blake, Kim  
23 Marian, Maura, Jordan, Anita  

24 Matthew, Paula, Lana, Jayne  
25 Lea, Doug, Kevin, Jack, Mike  
26 Jeff , Ashley, Brandon, Curt, Noah, 

Nathan, Gladys, Duane  
27 Noelle  
28 Andrea, Skylar, Melanie  
29 Tom  
30 Mel  

2 Mark & Susan (38) 
3 Gary & Dee (33) 
5 Earl & Dorothy (63), Earl & 

Marlene (57) 
8 Ellis & Vicki (37) 
13 Marc & Linda (30), Jim & Dot 

(63) 
16 Elmer & Tami (21), Dan & Karen 

(27), Randy & Anne (38) 
20 Kendall & Brenda (13) 
22 Philip & Donna (48), Bill & Kim (20) 
24 Ed & Ann (60), Michael & Alice (44), Mark & Colleen (39) 
25 Robert & Karen (6) 
29 Tom & Nancy (20) 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
MARCH 
 

 
 
 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
Mar 1    64     50   62   50  
Mar 8   151 131  
Mar 15 204 146 172 125  
Mar 22   137 
Palm Sunday 
Mar 29 
   

Wednesdays 3:30    Comm 7:15 Comm 
Mar 4   91 70    
Mar 11 108 85 59 47    
Mar 18 107 79 42 34    
Mar 25   72 52 40 38    



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

12th & 26th at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off:  

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off:  Fridays 

1 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

2  Maundy Thursday 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

 

Ram Rebate pick up 

3  Good Friday 

7:15 Tenebrae Service 
 

Day School closed 

Church office closes 

at noon 

4 

5  Easter Sunday 

  6:00 Sunrise Service 

  7:00 Easter Breakfast 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

6 
 

 

Church and School 

Closed 

7 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  6:30 School Board 

  6:30 Fellowship Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

 

Ram Rebate orders due 

8 
  8:05 Chapel 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight   

  7:15 Holy Communion 

9 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 

         Breakfast 

8:30 Lifelight 

1:30 Mary Martha 

5:00 Handymen 

6:30 Lifelight 

10 
5:00 Garage Sale 

 

 
Ram Rebate pick up 

11 
8:00 Garage Sale 

12 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  4:30 Theological  

           Reader’s Group 

13 
9:00 MOPS 

6:00 Finance Board 

14 
6:00 Elders 

15 
  8:05 Chapel 

10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

16 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:30 Lifelight 

 

17 
LWML  

Pre-Convention 

18 
8:00 LWML CID 

         Convention 

19 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

20 
 

Ram Rebate orders due 
 

 

21 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

22 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

23 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:45 Mixed Choir 
 

Market Day  

orders due 

24 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

Ram Rebate pick up 

25 

26 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

          (Mixed Choir) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

27 
9:00 MOPS 

28 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:00 Youth Board 

29 
8:05 Chapel 

3:00 Market Day Sale 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

30 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

  

2015 


