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A regular part of our confirmation program here at St. 

John is for each class to have a retreat once per year.  

This allows students from our day school and our mid-

week school to interact when they might not otherwise 

get to do so.  The sixth graders, who are in year one of 

our program, attend an overnight lock-in at the church 

in the fall, affording them a great chance to be intro-

duced to the others in their class, perhaps for the first 

time.  Our seventh graders, in the second year of our 

program, stay overnight at Camp CILCA in the spring.  

And our eighth graders take a day trip to St. Louis to 

visit sites that are important to our church body, The 

Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (the LCMS). 
 

The eighth graders went on their retreat on Monday, 

March 28.  The first stop in St. Louis was at the Interna-

tional Center (the IC).  This is the international head-

quarters for the LCMS.  The IC houses the offices for 

five different Lutheran entities: Concordia Plan Ser-

vices, Concordia University System, LCMS Foundation, 

Lutheran Housing Support, and Lutheran Church Exten-

sion Fund (LCEF).  The administration of the Synod is 

handled at the IC and includes the office of the Synod 

president (currently President Harrison) and meeting 

rooms for the Council of Presidents (gathering of all the 

district presidents in the LCMS). 
 

We joined with the employees of the IC for the daily 

chapel service starting at 10am.  We were then given a 

brief tour of the building.  Rev. William Weedon, the 

Synod’s chaplain, introduced us to President Harrison, 

who then allowed us to visit with him in his office.  Be-

fore lunch at the IC’s cafeteria, the students visited the 

LCMS history museum found on the second floor of the 

IC.  Students were able to see how the Lutheran move-

ment, which started in Germany, made its way to the 

United States.  St. Louis became the early home of 

many German Lutherans in the 1800s and remains the 

central location of the LCMS to this day. 
 

After our lunch, the students did get a little taste of St. 

Louis, as we had time to visit Ted Drewes Frozen Cus-

tard, a place many in St. Louis say is a must!  Once 

filled with great frozen custard, we made our way to 

Concordia Publishing House (CPH), the publishing arm 

of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.  While the 

actual physical act of assembling a book are conducted 

“out of house,” we were able to see the spaces dedicated 

to the creation of book ideas and where the process of 

publishing books, magazines, and journals takes place.  

CPH is also in a part of St. Louis that was home to a 

Lutheran nursing school and the first synod president’s 

home—C. F. W. Walther—just next door to CPH and 

historic Holy Cross Lutheran Church. 
 

The final stop for our eighth graders on their retreat was 

Concordia Seminary.  “The Sem” was originally set 

several miles from its current location.  Concordia Sem-

inary, as it stands now, was built in the 1920s.  Men 

who wish to become pastors in the LCMS train here, or 

at the sister seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Deacon-

esses are also trained at Concordia Seminary, along with 

other scholars wishing to advance their theological 

training and degrees.  Concordia Seminary is located in 

the Clayton neighborhood of St. Louis, just west of For-

est Park.  This provides seminarians a central location in 

the city from which they are sent out to experience life 

in congregations all throughout the St. Louis area. 
 

On the seminary campus, our eighth graders were able 

to climb the stairs of Luther Tower, which houses an 

active carillon used for performances throughout the 

summer.  They also got to visit the Chapel of St. Timo-

thy and St. Titus, where daily chapel services occur for 

the seminary community. 
 

Concordia Seminary operates a library in possession of 

over 200,000 books!  One of the library’s employees is 

dedicated to a special collection at the library known as 

the Rare Books.  Our students were able to peruse a 

copy of the Book of Concord actually published in 

1580!  They also got to see a Large Catechism from 

1530s Germany, along with a large liturgical book from 

the 1700s, used for the performing of the worship ser-

vices of a Christian Church.  The contents of the Rare 

Book Room have recently been appraised at over fifty 

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat to St. Louis 

Opportunities Abound 



 

For Peace and Comfort:  Lucille and family at the death of 
husband Robert, Tony & Jill and family at the death of Jill’s 
mother Joanne, Dorothy and family at the death of husband , 
Eunice and family at the death of husband John 
 
Hospitalized:  Patty  
 
For Healing and Recovery:  Jan, Bruce, Rita , 
Larry -brother of Pastor Elliott, Nondus Wlls-mother of Patty , 
Tom , Lingli  
 
For Successful Treatment:  John , Jeannette , Linda , Joan, 
Joe, Lea , Nancy, Maxine, Jeff, Ken  
 
For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christo-
pher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom 
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana 
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pas-
tor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Lat-
via, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Ja-
maica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second 
Thursday of each month to Original Pancake House 

for food and fellowship, and devotion 
and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.  

Please join us this month on Thursday, 
April 14th, at 7:00am. 

Reading Buddies will meet at 1:00pm 
on Tuesday, April 19th. 

Let Us Pray 

 

Pipe Organ 101!!  Have you 

ever wondered what that thing is in the balcony, 

how it works, why we have one? Bring your favorite 

salad and come to the LWML salad supper on Monday 

evening, April 18, when Keith Williams, our organist and 

choir director, will offer a brief PowerPoint presentation 

on the history and function of the pipe organ. Keith will 

be happy to answer all your questions about the organ in 

general and specifically our organ at St. John. Guests will 

also be entertained by Randy with musical selec-

tions on the piano before dinner. Christian 

fellowship, beautiful music, facts about the 

pipe organ, good food---don’t miss it!! 

million dollars!  The oldest book in the collection is from the 1470s. 
 

While there is always more to see and learn on any such educational trip, one of the main reasons this retreat is so 

beneficial for our students is it allows them to see how connected our church body is to the rest of the world.  

With over 6,000 congregations in this country supporting the Synod, we are able to send missionaries to over 90 

countries throughout the world.  Through the generosity of fellow Lutherans, the LCMS is able to send much 

needed aid to people around the world following natural disasters and during famines. 
 

Congregational Opportunity 

It is my intent to plan the next eighth grade retreat for this coming fall, so as to avoid conflicts with the weather, 

which we have had in the past few years.  It is also my intent to open up the invitation to the entire congregation 

for this retreat.  Those who wish to attend or would like to know more are invited to call me or email me: 217-649

-8017 (cell); revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org.  More information and a more formal invitation will be made availa-

ble to the congregation toward the end of the summer months. 
 

This is a truly great opportunity to visit sites that are important to our church body. This also would provide a 

good chance for others in the congregation to have fellowship with our confirmands as we grow together in 

Christ!  We have a rich heritage as Lutherans in America and it is always a blessing for me to attend this retreat 

and it will be a blessing to all those who will attend in the future! 
 

God’s peace to you in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb who was slain, and who has been raised from the dead! 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

mailto:revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org


Mission Statement:   
 

United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of 
God by building lives that are  rooted in the 

Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by 
Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share  

His Gospel with all.  

PTF NEWS 

Please join us after the Jr High play on Friday, April 8 
for an Ice Cream Social in the fellowship hall. Hosted 
by the K/1 class.  
 
Is there something you'd like St. John Lutheran School 
to have? Pick up an allocation request form in the 
school office and turn it in by Apr 26. The special PTF 
Allocation Meeting will be on Apr 26 at 6:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall where each request will be reviewed.  

The Central Illinois District 71st Annual 

LWML Convention hosted by the Jackson-

ville Zone will be held at Salem Lutheran 

Church in Jacksonville on Friday and Sat-

urday, April 22 and 23. The theme for this year’s 

convention is “CREATE IN ME A CLEAN 

HEART, O GOD.” The “Gifts from the Heart” of-

fering will be for Christ Lutheran Church for the 

Deaf and Living Alternatives; a list of items needed 

is included in this newsletter. We have a car going on 

Saturday with room for additional attendees. If inter-

ested, please contact Jean. 

2016 LWML CID District Convention 

Gifts from the Heart Collection 
To benefit Living Alternatives and CID Deaf Ministry 

 

Living Alternative Needs 

Baby Wash 

Baby Lotion 

Forks and spoons 

Infant socks 

Bibs 

Burp clothes 

Infant boys and girls clothing (0-3 months) 

Infant boys and girls sleepers (0-3 months) 

Infant girls receiving blankets 

Infant boys and girls hooded towels 

Newborn diapers 

 

CID Deaf Ministry Needs 

Combs 

Brushes 

Shampoo 

Body wash 

Deodorant 

Tooth brushes (individually packaged) 

Tooth paste (trial size) 

Lip balm 

Lotion 

For cool weather: hats and gloves 

Notebook (smaller than 8”x10”) 

Small or travel size game/activity 

2-3 postcards (picture card with forever stamp) 

Pens/pencils (Christian message) 

Christian tract or booklet 

Christian bookmark, etc. 

 

There is a box for any contributions in the coat room; 

please have all contributions in that box by Wednesday, 

April 20 so they can be taken to the convention.  

 

Wednesday 4/6/16. 5-7 pm 
Backyard Cleanup 
Come help us cleanup the "backyard" of 
the church property! We'll have a pickup 
truck to haul away debris. Just bring a 
rake.   Questions? Call Neil  

Time to clean out your closets and garages!   The  

Annual Youth Garage Sale is April 15 & 16.    

Donations can be dropped off, on the stage, beginning 

April 9 (after the school's Spring Play).  On school days, 

please come after 3:30. 
 

Annual Youth Garage Sale 

St. John Lutheran Church 

509 S. Mattis Ave.  Champaign 

The sale is located in the gym. 

(Park in the back parking lot) 
 

Friday, April 15 

Pre-Sale $2 to shop 

5pm to 8pm 
 

Saturday, April 16 

8am to 2pm 
 

$2 Bag Sale starts Saturday 

at noon! 
 

We hope to see you there!  



Thanks to every one for their help in 

collecting of Campbell soup points for 

the Lutheran Special Education Minis-

tries in behalf of our Sunday School.  In 

February a total 4840 points from UPC 

codes and lids were packed and shipped 

to Lutheran Special Education Ministries.  We will 

continue to collect the Campbell UPC code which 

must include the joining Campbell icon until 1 June 

2016. The UPC code or better yet the entire label may 

be placed in the designated box in the coatroom.  

NOTE:  BEVERAGE CAPS AND SAUCE CAPS 

ARE REQUIRED IN LIEU OF THE UPC. A list of 

eligible product labels is posted on the bulletin board 

by the fellowship hall.   
 

CAMPBELL LABELS FOR EDUCATION WILL 

BE DISCONTINUED 31July 2016.  Please turn any 

points you have save by 1 June 2016. 

Youth News 
 Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ (OAFC): Training Lutherans to witness Christ through songs, Bible study, 

puppet shows, dramas,  personal witnessing and a neighborhood survey. They will be having a weekend 
at St. John Lutheran in Mattoon, IL April 15-17.  Students 8th grade-high school gather at the church 
around 6 pm and stay at church members' homes Friday and Saturday nights and help with Sunday 
school on Sunday. Friday they gather together for songs, Bible study and witnessing training and Saturday 
go canvassing and witnessing in nearby neighborhoods sharing the Gospel and inviting neighbors to 
church. They return to church for meals and go to their host homes to sleep.  Please go to www.oafc.org 
for more information and if you would like to join us or if you'd like a ride there and back or for more in-
formation, please contact  Vanessa .( If you are helping with the youth garage sale but would still like to 
come, there would be times when you could join us for part of the weekend as well even if you can't stay 
the whole time.)  

 

New Wednesday Night teen Bible Study at St. John! 

8th graders-High Schoolers 

Topic: Lasting Friendship Skills 

Wednesdays 5:45-7 pm 

Begins March 30 through May 4 

We'll meet in the sanctuary and then to a Sunday School room after midweek opening time. 

Come for any or all of the dates, you don't need to start March 30 to participate! 

Lots of fun, interactive activities in God's Word! 

Bring your friends!  

Please e-mail Vanessa if you can join us! 

"Time for some spring cleaning! Camp CILCA is 
having its annual Spring Clean-Up and Work Day 
on April 16.  We will start at 9am.  Lunch will be 
provided.  There will be projects for all ages and 
every level of skill and ability.  Come help us get 
your camp ready for the summer season."  

At Camp CILCA you can enjoy the time to scrap 
(or craft – jewelry making, quilting etc) or  
perhaps a walk in the outdoors with no  
laundry, cleaning or cooking!  This camp is 
from Friday, April 22 at 7pm to Sunday, April 
24 at 2pm.  4 meals will be provided at the 
Christian Growth Center.  Cost is $80 (based on 
double occupancy).  For questions or reserva-
tions, please contact Barb   

http://www.oafc.org


From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. 
John informed about the financial condition 
of the Church we are including information 
about our current financial situation. 
 
The Collapsed Income and Expense report 
on the n ext page shows the amount of in-
come and expenses for the year to date.  

 
In the paper version of the newsletter,  
is a report showing the quantity of enve-
lope giving for the month of February 
2016 
 
 

May God continue to bless all the mem-
bers of  
St. John! 
 

Kim Cox, Finance Board, Chair 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus!  I, Rev. Adam Jacobsen, and my wife Sarah 
would like to formally invite you to celebrate the 500th year anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation with our congregation in a rather unique setting.  In July, 2017 we will be 
leading a trip to the Luther lands of Germany and we would love if you could come with us.  
On this tour we will see such famous sites as the town of Witten berg where Luther nailed 
the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church; Erfurt where he went to school and be-

came a monk; the Wartburg where he lived in disguise and translated the New Testament into German; Eis-
leben where Luther was born and died; and other important Reformation sites. 
 

  In addition to the Luther sites, we will enjoy some of the magnificent scenery of the Rhine River Valley.  
We’ll visit Dresden—famous for its china and fine art—and Leipzig—where the famous Lutheran composer 
Johann Sebastian Bach worked and is buried.  Come and join us for this once in a lifetime celebration—
we’re sure you’ll have a memorable time! 
 

   If you are interested in joining us, please take one of the fliers from the narthex table.  
Simply fill out the bottom portion and send it in to the address provided.  This is not an obli-
gation to join, but simply a request for more information.  If you have any questions please 
feel free to write or call me any time, my contact information is included on the flier. 
 

Sincerely, Rev & Mrs. Adam Jacobsen 

Stewardship Corner 

Our Victory in Christ 
Some chapters in the Bible speak so directly to a specific topic 

that they have been given names, such as the “Faith” chapter 

(Hebrews 11), the “Shepherd’s Psalm (Psalm 23), and the 

“Resurrection” chapter (1 Corinthians 15), the one this article will 

focus on.  Perhaps the Corinthians were like us, wondering what 

would happen at the end of their earthly lives.  Then, as now, all 

sorts of theories abounded.  Is death the end?  If not, will I have a 

body?  What will my body look like?  St. Paul quoted a couple of 

their questions in 1 Corinthians 15:35: “But some will ask, ‘How 

are the dead raised?  With what kind of body do they come?”  

Paul called those questioners foolish and gave them (and us) the 

straight story.  “So it is with the Resurrection of the dead.  What is 

sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  It is sown in 

dishonor; it is raised in glory.  It is sown in weakness; it is raised 

in power.  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body...Just as 

we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the 

image of the man of Heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49).  The 

end result for believers is that “Death is swallowed up in victory.  

O death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?” (1 

Corinthians 15:54b-55)  So, for us who are in Christ, there is no 

need to wonder or to fear.  Because of Easter, because of our 

Lord’s Resurrection, we also are victorious over sin, death, and 

the power of the devil.  With the Apostle Paul and all the saints, 

we exclaim, “But thanks be to God, Who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:5)!  And there 

is a response expected from us as we celebrate our victory in 

Christ”  “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immova-

ble, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the 

Lord your labor is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). 



 

      Music Notes      
  
Thank you! Thank you to our in-house “brass band,” who added such a significant dimension of praise to 
our celebrations on Easter morning.  Thank you also to Lois for our beautiful violin playing on Palm Sunday, 
and to Randy for playing clarinet on Maundy Thursday and piano on Easter.  Thank you also to Nadia for 
playing flute with the Alleluia Ringers during Lent. 
 
Just in case it’s not already clear, we are blessed with an abundance of musical talent in our congregation, 
and all are welcome to take part as your time and our musical plans allow! 
 
Thank you!  Thank you to our Alleluia Ringers, whose Maundy Thursday and Easter morning selections 
were so well performed. 
 
Thank you! Thank you to the Mixed Choir, whose steadfast devotion is a blessing to us all. 
 
Thank you!  Thank you to the Men’s Choir, who always keeps me on my toes.  Your rendition of “God so 
loved the world” on Good Friday was exceptionally moving to me. 
 
Thank you!  Thank you to our Pastors and congregation for your continued support and encouragement. 

 
Choir schedules may be found below and at our church's website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html 
   Adult choir rehearsals resume the week of April 11 as follows: 
 
     Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays  6:00 – 7:00 pm  No rehearsal March 30 or April 6 
 

     Men's Choir Thursdays  6:00 – 6:45 pm No rehearsal March 31 or April 7 
 

     Mixed Choir Thursdays  6:45 – 7:30 pm No rehearsal March 31 or April 7 
 
Performance schedule 
   Sunday, April  3 Easter 1  10:45  Mixed Choir 
 

   Sunday, April 10 Easter 2  10:45  Men’s Choir 
 

   Sunday, April 17 Easter 3  8:00  School 4-8 Choir & Lois, violin 
 

   Sunday April 24  Easter 4  10:45  School K-3 Choir & Mixed Choir 
 

   Sunday, May 1 Easter 5  8:00 & 10:45  Alleluia Ringers 
 

   Thursday, May 5 Ascension  7:15 pm  Men’s Choir (no Mixed Choir) 
 

   Sunday, May 8 Easter 6  8:00  Men’s Choir 
 

   Sunday, May 15 Pentecost  8:00  Alleluia Ringers & Lois  
      10:45  Men’s Choir 

http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html


1 A.J., Greg, Bob  
2 Neal, Mary, Larry  
3 Joel  
4 Hannah, Gene, David, Rachel, Bonnie, 

Preslee  
5 Lucas, Kate, John 
6 Brent, Gebres  
7 Jill, Jaclyn, Michele  
8 Judy, Elise, Tiernee  
9 Cissy, Katie, Allie 
10 Whitney  
11 Tish, Jordan  
12 Nicole, Micah  
13 Amelia, Maci  
14 Chris  
15 Douglas , Kathryn , Thomas  
16 Andrew, Doris, Jamie  
17 Sophie, Tyler, Zach, Betty, Victoria  

18 Julie, Alexis, Cora 
19 Kurt, Emily , Brad, Virginia  
20 Anne  
21 Andrea  

22 Colin, Monica, Blake, Kim  
23 Marian, Maura, Jordan, Anita 
24 Matthew, Paula, Lana , Jayne  
25 Lea , Doug , Kevin , Mike 
26 Jeff, Ashley, Brandon, Curt, Noah, 

Nathan, Gladys, Duane  
27 Tom , Noelle, Liam 
28 Andrea, Skylar, Melanie 
29 Tom  
 

2 Mark & Susan Elliott (39) 
3 Gary & Dee (34) 
5 Earl & Marlene (58) 
8 Ellis & Vicki (38) 
13 Marc & Linda (30), Jim & Dot 

(64) 
16 Elmer & Tami (22), Dan & 

Karen (28), Randy & Anne (39) 
20 Kendall & Brenda (14) 
22 Philip & Donna (49), Bill & Kim (21) 
24 Ed & Ann (61), Michael & Alice (45), Mark & Colleen (40) 
25 Robert & Karen (7) 
29 Tom & Nancy (21) 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
MARCH 
 

 
 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
Mar 6  184 141 130 107 
Mar 13 155 119 146 119 
Palm Sunday 9:00 Comm 
Mar 20 314 222 
Easter 6:00 8:00 Comm  10:45 Comm 
Mar 27 107 287 229 187 129 
   

Wednesdays 3:30 Comm 7:15 Comm 
Mar 2 86 70 52 44 
Mar 9 82 70 56 43 
Mar 16 89 74 41 38 
 

Maunday Thursday 7:15 Comm 
 153 130 

Good Friday 7:15 
 145 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

10th & 24th at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off:  

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off:  Fridays 

  1 2 

3  2nd Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

4 
9:00 MOPS 

5 
10:15Adult Bible Class 

  5:30 Fellowship Board 

  6:30 School Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

   

6 
8:05 Chapel 

5:00 Backyard Cleanup 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
  9:00 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:30 Lifelight 

 

8 
6:00 Jr. High School 

        Play 

PTF Ice Cream Social 

follows 

9 
6:00 Jr. High School 

        Play 

 

 

10  3rd Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  1:00 Special Voter’s  

          Meeting 

11 
6:00 Finance Board 

12 
6:00 Elders 

13 
  8:05 Chapel 

10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 

           Breakfast 

  9:00 Lifelight 

10:00 Evangelism 

  1:30 Mary Martha 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

15 
5:00 Garage Sale 

16 
8:00 Garage Sale 

17  4th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

18 
9:00 MOPS 

6:30 LWML Salad  

        Supper 

19 
10:15Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

  6:30 PTF Allocation 

          Meeting 

20 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

21 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

22 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

23 
8:00 Running of the 

         Rams 5K 

24  5th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

25 26 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  7:00 Youth Board 

27 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

28 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

66:45 Mixed Choir 

29 30 

2016 

LWML District Convention, Jacksonville 


