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The Strife Is Over, the Battle Done!
An Easter Hymn Study
One of the best things about our Lutheran hymnals, past and present, is their inclusion of many of the greatest hymns ever
written. It has often been said that many of the hymns serve as sermons in and of themselves. And others have rightly said
that so many of our cherished hymns contain such a rich depth of theological material that most modern compositions pale
in comparison. While many hymns in the Easter section of our hymnal are favorites, I have chosen to focus in on The Strife
Is O’er, the Battle Done for its powerful tones and its poignant lyrics.
While Lutheran Service Book is a treasure trove of hymn gems written by many famous authors, quite a few of them have
been anonymously submitted. The Strife Is O’er is one such hymn. According to various sources, “this hymn has not been
traced back farther than the Jesuit Symphonia Sirenum, Cologne, 1695” (The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal, p. 159).
The translation we know so well comes from Frances Pott in the mid-1850s. The tune gets attributed to Giovanni P. da Palestrina, which dates back to the 1500s.
Every great Easter hymn proclaims the victory of Christ over death and the grave. Such a hymn does that with vibrant energy and with words that leave the singer with a feeling of confidence and hope that they too shall overcome death and the
grave by Christ’s great power. The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done accomplishes these feats with ease. In fine simplicity
and with pointed proclamation, the hymn begins:
The strife is o’er, the battle done;
Now is the victor’s triumph won;
Now be the song of praise begun.
The strife here would refer to the suffering and death of Jesus, the Christ, on the cross. His battle he fought on the cross is
against sin, death, the devil, and our own sinful nature. And Jesus’ life given on the cross is the atoning sacrifice demanded
by God’s perfect justice, so that God’s wrath over sin is assuaged in Jesus. The victor, being Jesus, has triumphed over all.
His song of praise, for he is true God and true man, savior of all mankind, can now begin. That sung has begun and continues on now and forevermore!
Great comfort follows in the second stanza, especially for those who feel the burden of sin in their own lives, along with the
guilt that flows from sin.
The powers of death have done their worst,
But Christ their legions hath dispersed.
Let shouts of holy joy outburst.
In Jesus’ death, the worst that sin and Satan can do against anybody has been done. That’s it. There is nothing left that
Satan, the world, our sinful flesh can throw at Christ. Jesus has exhausted all of the attempts to silence him, to beat him.
All of the “legions” of enemies and their attacks on Jesus, he has cast aside, first taking them all in himself, dying with
them, then leaving them all dead and defeated in the grave. So, “Let shouts of holy joy outburst” in response to Christ’s
great victory!
Verse 3 briefly visits and addresses the sadness that death certainly brings, but emphasizes its temporary and thus trivial
nature in the life of the Christian.
The three sad days have quickly sped,
He rises glorious from the dead.
All glory to our risen Head!
For three days, Jesus lay dead in the grave, until he was brought back to life by the power of God. All-glorious he rises
from the dead, never to know death again. All glory, truly, belongs to Christ, who is the head of his body, the Church. It is
the sign of Jonah fulfilled, the three-day rest in the tomb. That sign serves for you as well. Your rest in the tomb when you
die will be temporary, but complete, as the number three often signifies. And as Christ is risen from the grave, so shall you
arise, as is declared by God in Romans 6.
The fourth verse highlights the significance of Jesus’ resurrection, what it means in God’s sight for all of eternity.
He broke the age-bound chains of hell;
The bars from heaven’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell.
continued

Jesus’ death and resurrection have loosed the bonds that all sinners deserve for their sin, the chains of hell. For those chains
were wrapped securely around the crucified and dead Christ. Yet, in true heroic fashion, Jesus burst free from their grip,
shaking loose the bars guarding entrance into heaven by those still standing in sin. Jesus is the way, the truth, the life and he
is the only way to the Father. Through his death and resurrection, the path to the Father is now open and free to travel for
those who believe in Jesus and who are baptized in his name.
Concluding the hymn is a remembrance of the sacrifice of Jesus, the price he paid for us, and the reward that comes from
Christ and him crucified.
Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee,
From death’s dread sting Thy servants free
That we may live and sing to Thee.
“By his stripes, we are healed,” Isaiah 53 states. He is the atoning sacrifice. Jesus’ is the blood by which we have the forgiveness of sins. And to Jesus we shall sing praise forevermore. St. John concluded his Gospel with these words: “Now
there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could
not contain the books that would be written” (John 21:25).
So much has Jesus done for us, so much from which he has set us free, that we will have all of eternity to learn it all and worship him. So true it is, “The strife is over, the battle done; Now is the victor’s triumph won; Now be the song of praise begun.” Alleluia! Which means, “Praise be to God!” Alleluia indeed!
In the joys of Easter and the light of the resurrected Christ,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Following Surgery: Pam, Lucille, Bob , Norm
For Healing and Recovery: Kevin, Mary, LaVonne, Judy-sister of Larry,
Dan-brother of Bonnie, Earl, Bill-son in law of Dave & Donna, Rick, Brandon-nephew of Brenda, Lorelai, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy,
Cathy-sister of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie, Stephen-son of Ken,
Merv, John, Todd-grandson of Harold, Tom
For Strength, Hope and Peace: Anna-mother of Bill
For Peace and Comfort: The family of Glenn at his death March 21st
For Successful Treatments: Philip-son of Starley, Judy, Johnny-son
in law of Letty, Jeannette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For our Military: Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath,
Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and
the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are
invited the second Thursday of each
month to Original Pancake House for
food, fellowship, devotion and prayers
led by Pastor Caithamer. Please join
us this month on Thursday, April 12th, at 7:00am.

Faith and Family Night - Our next Faith &
Family Night will be held Friday, April 6, 5:307:00pm. Dinner will be provided, followed by a
brief devotion and a family activity. A sign-up sheet
is available on the bulletin board across from the
fellowship hall. Families with children of all ages
are invited. We hope you'll join us.
Lenten Dinner Thank You
Thank you to everyone who donated food for the
Lenten Dinners. Everything was greatly appreciated. We couldn’t do these without you. Also
thank you to all who helped serve, set-up, and
clean-up after the meal. The workers were:
Kate, Faith, Maggie, Shelli, Anna, Cindy, Andy,
Barb, Susan, Kim, Billy, Charlie, Jack, Earl &
Marlene, Rick .

LLL Convention Thank You!
On Saturday, March 17, we were blessed to host the
Central Illinois District’s Lutheran Laymen’s League
annual convention. Nearly 200 hundred people
attended this gathering to hear guest speakers Rev. Dr.
Greg Seltz and Congressman John Shimkus
discuss the doctrine of the two kingdoms. Recordings
of this event can be found on our church’s website.
Great refreshments and a fine lunch were enjoyed by
all in attendance. None of this would have been
possible without the wonderful help of all those members of St. John who volunteered in a variety of ways.
The willingness of this congregation to help with
events such as theses never ceases to amaze me! And
I look forward to more opportunities for us to grow
together as the family of God in Christ Jesus here at
St. John. Thank you to all of you who helped with this
event. The Lord bless us all! Pastor Caithamer.

The annual LWML Salad Supper will be on Monday
evening, April 16, at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall. The
speaker will be Carmen who has been a
missionary for many years in Nepal and who continues
to work from her home office in Minnesota. Using a
PowerPoint presentation, she will describe her efforts to
combat human trafficking, the second largest illegal
business in the world. As the chart indicates, thousands
of young women and children are lured away each year
thinking they are going to a job which will enable them
to send money home to a family. All members of the
congregation are invited; please bring a salad to share.
Enjoy Christian fellowship, good food, and once again, a
reminder of our many blessings.

St. John Lutheran Church
Vacation Bible School 2018
June 18-22, 9-11:30am
God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride
Life is full of thrills and spills; we may
not know what’s around the bend,
but God does! At Splash Canyon, kids discover that, on
life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side. God saves us
through Jesus and gives us life and hope every day and
forever. Registration is open for children 3 years old
to completed 5th grade. Come along with us as we sing
fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play
awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn in Jesus,
the victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there!
Register online at www.vbsmate.com/
stjohnchampaign.
Be a part of Splash Canton VBS! Youth (completed 6th
-12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed! If you
can help full or part time, we have many ways to be
involved to suit your schedule and interests. A sign-up
sheet is posted by the Fellowship Hall. E-mail
vbs@stjohnls.com, for more information or if you have
any questions.
VBS Planning Meeting
We will be having a planning meeting on Saturday,
April 21 at 9am. We will be going over plans for VBS,
ordering supplies and going over the Bible Lessons. If
you are unable to make the meeting and are willing to
help, please contact me or sign-up on the bulletin
board. We still need volunteers in the preschool rooms
and adult volunteers to lead the children to the different
sites. If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Faith

2nd -5th Grade Musical

The 2nd -5th grade classes will present
“Neck-Up Check-up”, a musical, on
Friday, April 13 at 6p. The PTF Ice
Cream Social will follow the performance. Come out for a
fun night of entertainment and fellowship!
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

E.A.T. Night for April

The April E.A.T. night will be at Red Robin. on Monday, April 9, 4-8pm! Red
Robin is giving back 20% of our purchases! Bring in the flyer to make sure
that 20% of the proceeds will be donated to St. John Lutheran School. Don’t
forget to get your Red Robin Gift Card from Ram Rebate (available in the
school office). Help the school by eating at Red Robin and earn money
through Ram Rebate too!

Music Notes
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs continue as follows:
Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Thursdays
6:00 – 6:45 pm
Mixed Choir
Thursdays, 6:45 – 7:30 pm
April 8
Easter 2
April 15 Easter 3 8:00
10:45
April 22 Easter 10:45
April 29 Easter 5 8:00
May 6
Easter 6 8:00

No rehearsal 4.4
No rehearsal 4.5
No rehearsal 4.5

flute (& other instrumentalists?)
Lois, violin
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir (“Good Shepherd” Sunday)
Men’s Choir
Alleluia ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)

Depending on when you receive and read this, we have either made or will be making a joyful noise
to honor our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter morning. Handbells, brass, choirs, glorious music, the
return of Alleluia and our grateful hymns of praise and celebration!
I want to share with you the text of one of our Easter anthems, by the Lutheran Pastor and noted
hymn writer Jaroslav Vajda. I think both the poetry and its imagery are especially powerful.
Begin the song of glory now: the Son has risen from His grave!
The night of mourning long is past; Life has a purpose after all.
Our Samson smashed the gates of hell, and we are free as last, at last!
Begin the song of glory now; the Son has risen from our grave!
Prepare the song of glory now; the Son has risen from His grave!
Composers, players, find new sounds for every instrument and voice:
A note, a chord, an aria, a Kyrie, a Gloria.
Prepare the song of glory now; the Son has risen from our grave!
Prepare the song of glory now: the Son has risen from His grave!
Complete the Easter overture, and join the Alleluia choir.
“In Jesus name” the song begun, and end” All praise to God alone!”
Repeat the song of glory now; the Son has risen from our grave!
You of course are always invited to join any of the “Alleluia Choir” at St. John’s – Men’s Choir, Mixed
Choir and Alleluia Ringers are always happy to welcome new members! But, even from your place in
the pew, this is definitely the time and season for Alleluias. Blessed Eastertide to all!

Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

April 2018 Youth News
Thank you to all who donated items and volunteered
for our annual Easter breakfast! We appreciate all
you’ve done to bless our youth group!
We are still looking for many volunteers to help with our
garage sale April 15-21. Sign up sheets are on the bulletin board outside of the church office. If we do have
enough volunteers to make the sale happen, donations
can be brought to the school gym beginning Sunday
April 15. Thank you for your help and donations! No
TVs or computer monitors please. Please check upcoming bulletins to check if we are able to have the
sale as planned.
Join us Friday, April 6 from 5:30-9 pm for supper, Bible
study and open gym and game night. Please RSVP so
we can plan to have enough food. Please bring a
friend, a snack to share and your favorite game.
Bowling at Old Orchard Lanes in Savoy Sunday, April
29 1-3 pm. We will meet there. Bowling and shoe rental
provided. Please bring money if you would like to buy
concessions. Hope to see you there!

Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and
restaurants through Ram Rebate and a
percentage will go towards your tuition or a
school or church account of your choice.
Stop by the school office or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com for details. In Stock cards are
available during school office hours.
April Order Dates: Orders Due: Monday April 9 & 23
Pick-up: the following Friday
*All the dates for the year are on the calendar on the
school’s website: www.stjohnls.com

Littler Lambs
Who?

Children ages birth -5 years old and
their parent or caregiver

Where?
When?

A Friday Morning Playgroup

St. John School Gym
Friday mornings after Little Lamb
Preschool drop off (8:10am)

The first 20 minutes will be free playtime with toys and
large motor equipment. Circle time will start at 8:30 with
songs, stories about Jesus, and games. Free play will
continue until 9:30am.
No signup necessary ! Drop in anytime!
Join us on: April 6, 13, 20 & 27

Yankee Candles Fundraiser

Support the 6th and 7th grade St. John students and
their trips to Washington, DC by purchasing Yankee
Candle products. The Yankee Candle catalog features
spring and summer decorative candle holders and
scented candles. There are also several seed sets and
garden décor items available for sale. Catalogs are
available on the Narthex table and in the school
office. Orders can be placed online or order forms can
be returned to the school office. All orders are due
by Monday, April 9th. If you
have any questions, please

contact the school office,
359-1714 .

Before you start your
Spring planting, purchase
$10 Prairie Gardens Gift
Cards. PTF gets 20% from
each card sold. Gift cards
may be used on any purchase at Prairie Gardens.
The cards do not expire and will carry a balance
if you spend less than $10. The money earned
from this fundraiser goes towards items that the
teachers or school need to purchase, family fun
events throughout the school year, and special
requests from the teachers for classroom items.
Gift cards are available now in the school office!

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John
informed about the financial condition of the
Church we are including information about our
current financial situation. The Collapsed Income
and Expense report in the printed newslettershows the amount of income and expenses for
the year to date.
May God continue to bless all the members of St.
John!
Finance Board

School News
We wrapped up the third quarter just before spring break. Students will come back with only one quarter remaining in the
school year. April brings showers but for the students, it will bring a musical and achievement testing. The second, third,
fourth and fifth grade classes will be presenting “Neck-up, Check-up” on Friday, April 13 at 6 pm. I hope you are able to
come see the students perform. There is an ice cream social after the musical. The week of April 16-20, students in second
through eighth grades will be taking the Stanford 10 Achievement Test. Please keep the students in your prayers that week.
Our track athletes are training hard to prepare for their season.
The month of April is also a time of registration and re-enrollment. If you or someone you know would like to schedule a tour
please contact the school office at 359-1714. We are happy to answer any questions.
I want to give a huge THANK YOU for your generous gifts to the Scholarship Fund. We raised over $23,000. This money will
help families send their children to our school.
Principal Update: Mr. Tim Gabbert will move here the last week of March. His first official day is Monday, April 9. Mrs. Vicki
Gabbert will be moving here this summer. We are so excited for them to join our team. Please pray for them during this time
of transition.
This newsletter will be my last newsletter as interim principal to update you on the amazing things happening at St. John Lutheran School. It is difficult to find the right words to tell you how thankful I am for our church family. You have shown so
much support for the school these past two years. You have kept Little Lamb and Kindergarten/First Grade supplied with
snacks. You have supported the E.A.T. Nights. You have funded the Scholarship Fund. You fixed things that needed repair.
You have read to our students, come to their games and prayed for them. Your love and support is a blessing I will never
forget. Thank you from the bottom of my heart!
Blessings,
Faith Block
Interim Principal -Soon to be teacher :)

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

A.J., Greg, Bob
Neal, Mike, Mary, Larry
Joel
Hannah, David, Rachel, Bonnie, Preslee
Lucas, Kate, John, Lucas, Jackson
Brent, Gebres
Jill, Jaclyn, Michele
Judy, Elise, Tiernee
Cissy, Katie, Allie
Stephanie, Whitney
Tish, Jordan
Nicole, Micah
Maci
Chris, Layla
Douglas, Kathryn, Thomas
Andrew, Jamie
Sophie, Tyler, Zach, Betty, Victoria
Julie, Alexis, Cora
Kurt, Emily, Brad, Virginia
Anne
Andrea
Colin, Monica, Blake, Kim

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
3 Gary & Dee (36)
5 Earl & Marlene (60)
13 Marc & Linda (33), Jim & Dot
(66)
16 Elmer & Tami (24), Dan &
Karen (30), Randy & Anne (41)
20 Kendall & Brenda (16)
22 Philip & Donna (51), Bill & Kim (23)
24 Ed & Ann (63), Michael & Alice (47), Mark & Colleen (42)
25 Robert & Karen (9)
29 Tom & Nancy (23)

23
24
25
26

Marian, Maura, Jordan, Anita
Matthew, Paula, Lana, Jayne
Doug, Mike
Jeff, Ashley, Brandon, Curt, Noah,
Nathan, Duane
27 Tom, Noelle, Liam
28 Andrea
29 Tom

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
MARCH

Sundays
Mar 4
Mar 11
Mar 18
Palm Sunday
Mar 25

8:00 Comm
163
107
129

115
116
125

97
112
100

129

113

156

123

Wednesdays 3:30
Mar 7
Mar 14
Mar 21

10:45 Comm

177
145
154

90
73
68

Maundy Thursday
Mar 29
Good Friday
Mar 30

Comm
71
62
59

7:15 Comm
40
36
30

35
31
24

For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one
may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

3

6:00 Sunrise Service
7:00 Easter Breakfast
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Adult Information Class

Church Office Closed
School Closed

10:00 Adult Bible Class 8:05 Chapel
5:30 Fellowship Board 5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Trustees
7:15 Holy Communion
6:30 School Board

12:30 Widow’s Group 5:30 Faith & Family
Night

8 2nd Sunday of Easter

9

10

11

12

13

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Adult Information Class

9:00 MOPS
4:00 E.A.T. @ Red
Robin (til 8)

6:00 Elders,
Finance Board

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

6:00 2nd-5th School
Play
PTF Ice Cream Social
to follow

15 3rd Sunday of Easter

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Adult Information Class

6:30 LWML Salad
Supper

10:00 Adult Bible Class 8:05 Chapel
1:00 Reading Buddies 5:30 PTF
6:00 Council
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:00 Garage Sale

8:00 Garage Sale
9:00 VBS Planning
Meeting

22 4th Sunday of Easter

23

24

25

26

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 8th & 22nd
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

30

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS

School Office
359-1714

6

Sat

2

29 5th Sunday of Easter

5

Fri

1 Easter

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 Adult Information Class

4

Thu

2018

Newsletter Deadline

27

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

7

14

28

