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National Youth Gather 2013   -     A Pastor's Perspective 

What do you get when 25,000 Lutheran youth and their 

leaders all meet in one location at the same time?  No, not 

chaos!  The Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod National 

Youth Gathering!  A gathering of that scale of any group 

so like-minded is pretty rare.  And yet, the whole event, 

from beginning to end, ran quite smoothly.  That feat 

alone is laudable. 
 

While I enjoyed the overall experience of the Youth Gath-

ering, especially getting to know our youth and their lead-

ers better, there were times when I was confused as to the 

intent and left befuddled as a Lutheran pastor charged with 

assisting parents in teaching the Christian faith to their 

children.  The times when this uncertainty was most domi-

nant for me was at the Mass Events, where everyone was 

gathered together in one arena for an hour-and-a-half long 

presentation including singing, drama, and Bible study. 
 

Below are my thoughts on the Key Themes and Issues 

covered at the Mass Events, along with a general evalua-

tion of the music included at the Event.  This article con-

cludes with my overall thoughts on the Gathering, with 

much emphasis placed on the Mass Events, as that is 

where the messages were communicated to the most peo-

ple at one time. 
 

Key Themes/Issues Covered in Mass Events 
 

 Divorce 

 Pre-Marital Sex 

 Identity Issues 

 Self-Esteem Issues 

 Tragic Health Issues 
 

None of these themes are wrong or bad.  They certainly 

have a place within the dialogue with our youth members, 

along with all-aged members.  I would have liked to see 

more emphasis and focus on the teachings of Lutheranism 

and how our youth can more firmly stand up for the faith 

they have been baptized into and which they have publicly 

confirmed and confessed.  As many of our Lutheran youth 

have dropped away from the church in the past, I hesitate 

to think it is solely because they do not know how to han-

dle these difficult situations of life, but rather how to view 

them from the perspective of a baptized Christian living in 

a sinful and sin-sick world. 
 

Music 
 

Musically speaking, the ability of the musicians was pretty 

good.  I know that a lot of time and efforts went into the 

musical performances and such dedication is respectable. 
 

Unfortunately, I think the inclusion of a "Gathering 

band" (as it was called) along with the encouragement to 

clap along and lift hands in praise, lends to a confusion 

over what to classify the Mass Event as.  Is it a worship 

service?  Or something else?  If something else, what do 

you call it?  "Mass Event" is generic, but maybe appropri-

ate.  I honestly do not know.  While the band leader com-

mented that he enjoyed "worshiping" with all those at the 

Mass Event, I do not think the Mass Event is billed as 

such.  What many Lutherans see in their home church's 

contemporary worship services, or other services, is much 

like what they experienced in the Mass Events.  It certain-

ly is not much different than what one would find at a 

church like Saddleback Church in California.  It is defi-

nitely ambiguous.  I am not sure if that is the intent. 
 

Personally, I am not a fan of most modern Christian music 

and choose not to listen to it in my spare time.  I believe 

most of it seeks to inspire Christians to better behavior and 

not to more readily appreciate the Gospel, focusing more 

on the sinner rather than the Savior.  I definitely do not 

want it sung in the Divine Service.  I was reluctant to clap 

along with the rhythm and oftentimes refrained from doing 

so.  The song leaders held their hands up and jumped up 

and down often in their performance of the songs.  As a 

result, many of the youth followed suit, though most of 

our youth did not.  I was proud of them for not following 

suit out of peer pressure.   
 

It has been commented that listening to such music at least 

gives them a more positive experience than listening to the 

other music that is out there.  I can agree with that, while 

understanding that their is a subtle danger in most Chris-

tian music of teaching false doctrine.  Many Christians 



Let Us Pray 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Jeff and family at the death of his 
mother Barbara “Jody”  
 

Following Surgery:  Sarah , Karla  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Mary, Larry, Wendy , Lucille, Jim, Jayne (mother 
of Angi) 
 

For Successful Treatment:  Jenny  
 

Military:  Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy , Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, 
Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson 
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the  
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca 
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the  
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
July 
 
 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
July 7 194 148 165 138  
July 14 184 155 167 135 
July 21 187 151 155 111 
July 28   

 

 
Wednesdays 7:15   Comm 
July 3 28 23 
July 10 32 25 
July 17 17 13 
July 24 34 22 
July 31  

seem to be oblivious to this.  I would like to evaluate all of the songs heard at the Gathering, especially the most 

sung ones.  I will see if time permits that. 

 

Overall 
 

Lutheran emphasis on the Gospel, Word and Sacraments, the Office of the Public Ministry, the role pastors play in the 

lives of youth, identity in Baptism, the role of the Church in the lives of the youth, and vocations were anemic at best 

and often times completely absent from the messages communicated at the Mass Events. 

 

I was left wondering, at the end of the last Mass Event, "Where do we go from here?"  Where does the rubber meet the 

road?  After such an experience with a lot of stimuli, where are the youth left?  How do they now return to St. John 

where such extravagant stimuli is absent and to their lives that are not so glorious?  What I truly felt needed to be em-

phasized was that God meets us each Sunday at the Divine Service, in his promised Means of Grace.  While the Mass 

Events may lead many to think they have met God there, that is not his promise.  Actually, the irony is that God does 

not desire to be found in the great and spectacular.  Rather, he hides himself away where the world does not find him, 

where the righteous care not to look, where only the sinner and poor in spirit are guided to see.  Word and Sacrament 

ministry is God's blessing to each sinner.  Word and Sacrament ministry was barely noticeable at the Gathering, even 

though the Sacrament of the Altar was present in the Divine Service on Thursday morning. 

 

The National Youth Gathering is an experience that I would not necessarily prevent our youth from attending again, but 

would certainly recommend that a pastor attend with them each time.  There is so much presented to the youth in the 

activities and Mass Events that they have to process.  With it being difficult for an adult who is more theologically 

trained to process so much information, I can only imagine how a younger mind would take it all in.  I hope to continue 

discussion with our youth and point out to them the weaker points of the Gathering and teach them how better to under-

stand the faith and to analyze the world around them through the lens of the Gospel.  I know the youth all had a great 

time and enjoyed each other a lot.  I think they did grow closer together and appreciated the special quality of so many 

Lutherans gathered together.  I enjoyed spending that time with them too and getting to share the faith with them as we 

dug deeper into the Bible and the messages communicated.  I look forward to more of those experiences as we continue 

in our lives together as the "loved" ones of Christ at St. John. 
 

In Christ's care and service, 

Pastor Caithamer 



Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each month to 
Original Pancake House for prayers, devotion, food and fellowship.  Please join us 
this month on Thursday, August 8th, at 6:30am. 

Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2013 offerings  
received through June 2013. 
 

1) Financial Report of Envelope giving for June 2013 
 

Unified Fund*   
Needed Each Month**:  $   115,480.97    Debt Retirement 
Total Received June 2013: $     88,215.78   - $  27,265.19  Received June 2013: $       2,420.00  
Env./Plate/S Svc June 2013: $     64,983.78    Received YTD:  $     13,497.50   
Tuition June 2013:  $     23,232.00 
Needed YTD:   $   692,885.87 
Received YTD:   $   587,568.64   - $105,317.23 
 

  * Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for other purposes and school tuition.  
 

** NOTES:  Needed values are based on 2013 estimated budget figures, NOT actual  
expenditures. 
 

                                2013 Proposed Unified Budget:  $1,385,771.74 
 

2) Giving compared to 2012                               June             June 
                                                                              2012                               2013    
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services  $    51,505.41  $    64,983.78 
Tuition      $    35,816.19  $    23,232.00 
Debt Retirement                                              $      2,676.00  $      2,420.00 
       ===========  =========== 
Respectfully Submitted,    $    89,997.60  $    90,635.78 
 
Maxine       
Financial Secretary 

LIFELIGHT is back in September!  

Join us for “Heaven and Hell,” a 9-
week Bible study. We’ll look in 
depth at what Heaven and Hell are 
like and what role they play in 

God’s plan—and along the way, we’ll debunk some 
popular myths about them. You can join us Wednesday 
evenings at 5:45, Thursday mornings at 8:30, or Thurs-
day evenings at 6:30. Classes start September 11. To sign 
up, look for our table in the overflow (starting August 
18) or contact Steve Haase, Eunice Carmichael or Matt 
Kaufman.  

 

A man’s wallet was turned into the church 
office a few weeks ago.  There is no identifica-
tion inside.  If you or someone you know is 
missing a wallet, please call the church office. 



Organist Matthew Gerhardt will present a concert at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 4107 21st Ave. Moline, on 
Wednesday July 31 at 7:00 p.m. He will be joined by his wife, Rachel, a violinist.  Matthew has just completed 
a year of guest studies at the University for Church Music in Herford, Germany, near Hannover.  He has previ-
ously studied organ at St. Olaf College and Concordia University Wisconsin. He was the first prize winner 
of last year's Immanuel Organ Competition in Evanston, Illinois, and has recently been named a semi-finalist at 
the International Organ Competition in Haarlem, Netherlands this September. He begins the Artist's Diploma 
program at the Oberlin Conservatory this fall.  

T hanks to all who have been helping with our 
musical leadership of worship during the sum-
mer months, including Leslie, Lois, Randy, 
Marissa, Hugo & Trish, and Matt.   
 

Your talents are also welcome - please call me or 
email me if you would like to sing, ring or play. 
 

Our adult choirs and handbells will officially re-
sume rehearsals in September.  We will have one 
more "pickup" Men's Choir on Sunday, August 
11.  Please join us for a brief warmup at 10:15 
am and we will put something beautiful and sim-
ple together for the 10:45 service that day. 
 
Return of the Hymn Sing!  We have still more of 

your favorite hymns to sing together before ser-

vices, and we will do so again as Prelude to the 
10:45 service on August 11, and before the 8:00 
service on August 25.  If you have a favorite 
hymn that you haven't yet written down and 
shared with Keith, please do so! 
 

Calling all instrumentalists!! If you play an in-
strument, used to play an instrument, know 
someone who plays an instrument, please let 
Keith know.  We are putting  
together a couple of different ensembles, and we 
can always add a descant to a hymn or put to-
gether a Prelude or Postlude. You are never too 
young, too old, or too much of a beginner to 
make a difference. 

PARISH EDUCATION UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEED: Sunday School Teachers  for 5th -6th grade and 7th -8th  grade.  If you would be inter-
ested or have any questions contact Jill . 
 

THANK YOU !THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
For everyone who has volunteered to teach Summer Sunday School. Many thanks for all who vol-
unteered to make Vacation Bible School a great success this summer and for Chip and Lon for their 
cooking skills at the Church Picnic.       Parish Ed. Board 

August 25th 
Come to the gym and be 
ready for some fun.  
For all ages...               

There will be Sunday                 
School Labor Day  
Weekend…   

Sunday School                 
Teacher Meeting                                            
Aug 24 at 9:30am 



One of the responsibilities of the board of elders is to help the pastors with 
keeping in communication with the congregation. For this reason, we have bro-
ken the congregation down into 18 segments, assigning one elder to each seg-
ment.  The board wants you to know which of us have been assigned to you 
and how you can reach us. Please feel free to contact us with any prayer re-

quests or concerns that you may have! 

** See printed version for contact information 

 

A-Black:  Ron  

Blanck-Burgener: Larry  

Burnham-Cox: Mike  

Craft-Duvall:  Jeff  

Eaton-Foste:  Mike  

Frazier-Gustafson:  Norm  

Haase-Hinds:  Dean  

Hinrichs-Johnson:  Larry  

Jones-Kuntz:  Brian  

LaBrecque-Lyons:  Matt  

Mammano-Meyer:  Dan  

Michael-Mumm:  Herb  

Nagy-Oschwald:  Rex  

Parsons-Ruhlig:  Phil  

Rund-Slaughter:  Matt  

Smith-Torbeck:  Mike  

Townsend-Wetzel:  Mike  

Wheatman-Z:  Jay  

 

 

What if  you need to contact a pastor in an emergency? The church office number 
is 359-1123, but if  the emergency is after church hours, (See Printed version for 
pastor cell #’s) If  you can’t reach a pastor, you can also contact your assigned elder 
(or any other). 



August Event 
 

Friday, August 23                  6th grade Confirmation Lock-in 

September Events  
 

Sunday, September 8  LYF Fest Kick-off and Food Scavenger Hunt 2pm-4pm 

 

Save the Date: 
LYF Kick-off and Food Scavenger Hunt 

September 8, 2:00 – 4:00 pm  

Meet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Thanks to all who supported our 
youth this year, enabling them to 
go on the Servant Event to Unity 
Lutheran School in East St. Louis 

and the National Youth Gathering 
in San Antonio, Texas.  All partici-
pants worked hard on a variety of 
projects, grew in faith and shared 

the love of Christ. 

 

Save the Date 

The 6th Grade Confirmation Lock-in will be Friday, August 23. Watch the bul-
letin and mailing for more information. 

High School Sunday 

School 

 

This fall the High School 

youth will be studying the 

book of  

Revelation. 

 

We hope to see you there 

each Sunday at 9:30. 



PTF News...        Parent Teacher Fellowship  

 August   

Sales 
 Orders Info:  Orders due on August 13 by 11 pm 
       Pick up:  Sat. August 17 at 9-10 am 
 
Please support our school and purchase Market Day!  Order 
forms will be on the Narthex table.  You may also call in your 
order to Kollin .   

                  Ram Rebate 
 

                        Order Dates:   
        

                            August 5, 19, 26 
  

Please have orders placed or in the school of-
fice by  11 am on the  above Mondays.   Or-
ders will be available for pick up in the 
school office the following Friday or you can 
contact Leah . 
 

PTF Golf Fundraiser and Auction 
   U of I Golf Course  

Saturday, September 14 
 

Get your foursome together for an afternoon of golf! 

Play 18 holes on the Blue course with a cart, fol-

lowed by a cookout.  Shotgun start is at 12:30 p.m. 
 

Other special events for golfers include: Closest to the Pin 

and Longest Drive for men and women. 

 

Not a golfer?  Join us for the cookout and Live/Silent Auction 

at 5:00 p.m. 

 

***Do you want to advertise your business or just want to see 

your name in big letters?  Consider sponsoring a hole--a spe-

cial marker will be posted with your name or your business 

name. 

 

Proceeds from this event will be used for technology, the PTF 

annual budget, and upgrading/replacing desks and chairs in 

the classrooms at St. John Lutheran School.   

 

If you have any questions or would like to  

register please contact Suzanne Z. 
 

Foursome -  $250  (meal included)  

Individual Golfer- $65 (meal included) 

Cookout Only - $10 per person 

Hole Sponsor - $100  

Register Now  

           Crazy K 2013 
Saturday September 21st  

Champaign County Fairgrounds 
 

Participants will race over, through, around, and under 5 
kilometers of various obstacles and challenges at the fair-
grounds.  Many obstacles include water and/or mud.  Reg-
istration is open now at www.carxcrazyk.com.  Run as an 
individual or get your friends together for a team.. There's 
a shorter race for younger kids.  Tag St. John Lutheran 
School when you register and 100% of the registration 
fees go toward St. John PTF. 

Back to School  
Picnic/Open House 

 
Friday, Sept. 6th from 5:30-7:00 
 

All St. John school and church families are invited to at-
tend the Back to School Picnic and Open House.   The pic-
nic will be held in the west parking lot, weather permit-
ting.   Come and celebrate the start of the new school year 
and join in fellowship with the teachers, staff, and other 
school and church families.   

 

Back to School Coffee 
Tuesday, August 20th at 8:00  

Fellowship Hall  
All St. John parents are invited to stop in the Fellowship 
Hall at 8:00 am on the first day of school.  Come and meet 
the principal, PTF Board members, and other parents.   

The PTF will be providing refreshments.   All are welcome 

to attend the first chapel service of the year  at 9:00 am.     

 

http://www.carxcrazyk.com/


1 Jan, Mary, Janice, Eric, Matt 
2 Kathy, Barbara, Jackie, Lynn, Brandi 
3 Rowan, Lucas  
4 Brian, Bruce, Jenny, Jordan  
5 Renee, David, Jennifer, 

Kinsey  
6 Cyrenus, Tami, Jansin 
7 Brian, William, Sue  
8 Alex  
9 Matt, Mitchell, Phyllis 
10 Herb, Diann 
11 Richard, Letha 
12 Lorene, Chip, Tricia, Benjamin, Ronda, Joe  
13 Alyssa, Avis 
14 Thomas, Eleanor, Taylor, Cynthia  
15 Jim, Marc, Janet, Shelby, Eunice  
16 Kai, Elijah, Bill, Robin, Kate, Megan, Henry  
17 Lisa  
18 Julie, Cory, Donna  
19 Sharon, Kyle, Karina, Beverly  
20 Charlotte, Doug, Paige, Roger, Bud 
21 Sylvia, Beth, James  
22 Ann, Marlene 
23 Andrea, Claire, Tom  
24 Kyle , Nick, David, Robin  
25 Chris, Kailyn, Lois , Lavina, Ellis  
26 Maggie, Alan, Clayton, Rich  
27 Charlene  
28 Karen, Jakob  
29 Barbara  
30 Steve, Joshua  
31 Alexandria, Michael, Karen, Samantha  

1 Terry & Janet (43) 
2 Kevin & Susan (16) 
3 David & Eileen (39);   Todd & Sara 

(28) 
5 Daryl & Chris (18) 
6 Jack & Julie (25); Tim & Katie (2) 
7 Jeff & Kim (20); Chuck & Phyllis 

(31); David & Amy (9) 
9 David & Risë (33);  John & Charlene 

(38) 
10 Adam & Sarah (1); George & 

Jeanette (50) 
11 Steve & Jean (29) 
14 Neil & Traci (9); Stephen & Jennifer 

(3) 
15 Bob & Alice (65); Floyd & Dorothy 

(45) 
16 Rory & Kim (5) 
21 James & Lorene (42); Richard & 

Karina (3) 
23 Roger & Sherryl (44); Ronald & 

Norma (55) 
25 Tom & Pam (23); Brad & Jackie (23); 

Gail & Beverly (56) 
26 Greg & Carol (41) 
27 Elden & Dorothy (63) 
28 Jonathan & Megan (3) 
30 Brad & Chris (16) 

August Birthdays August 
Anniversaries 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or 
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or 
anniversary is missing or incorrect.  
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our 
members’ birthdays & anniversaries on file.  
Letting us know about omissions or corrections 
is a great way to help us complete & correct 
our records. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing 

at Amber Glen on the 

11th & 25th at 2:30 

Pastors’ day off:   
Fridays 

 

Church Office 
359-1123 

 

School Office 
359-1714 

  1 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

2 
4:00 Soderlund/Martin 

        Wedding 

3 

4 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

5 
5:30 Technology 

        Committee 

 

Ram Rebate orders due 

6 
6:30 School Board 

7:00 Trustees 

7:00 Fellowship Board 

7 
7:15 Holy Communion 

8 
6:30 Men’s Prayer 

        Breakfast 

9 
 

Ram Rebate pick up 

10 
8:00 Handymen 

11 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

12 
6:00 Finance Board 

13 
6:00 Elders 

 

Market Day orders due 

14 
7:15 Holy Communion 

15 16 17 
9:00 Market Day 

        Sale 

18 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

19 

 
Ram Rebate orders due 

20 
8:00 PTF Back to  

        School Coffee 

9:00 Chapel 

6:00 Council 

21 
5:45 Midweek School 

7:15 Holy Communion 

22 23 
 

Ram Rebate pick up 

24 
9:30 Sunday School  

        Teacher Meeting 

25  Rally Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

26 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

Ram Rebate orders due 

27 
3:45 Evangelism 

6:00 Parish Ed 

6:30 PTF 

7:30 Youth Board 

28 
8:08 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

7:15 Holy Communion 

29 30 

 
Ram Rebate pick up 

31 

2013 

6th Grade Confirmation Lock-in 


