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Initiation and Continuation 
According to St. John's 150th Anniversary book, our Midweek School was started in the early 1970s, when a 
feasibility study was done to determine the existence of a parochial school.  The initial lack of desire for such a 
school did not snuff out the interest in providing further Christian education to the children of St. John Lutheran 
Church.  Midweek School was then born.  Our Midweek School has continued now for more than 40 years! 
 
Did you even know we have a Midweek School?  We do!  And it is for all of the children of our congregation to 
be fed and nourished by the Word of God and to be trained up in the way they should go!  Our Midweek School 
meets throughout the regular school year on Wednesday nights, from 5:45pm until 7:00pm.  We begin with a 
devotional time in the sanctuary and then meet with our classes for one hour. 
 

 
 
Classes are available from Kindergarten through the 8th grade.  Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders receive their 
necessary confirmation instruction at Midweek School.  Kindergarteners through fifth graders are taught many 
of the key stories from the Bible.  Sixth and seventh graders receive further instruction and training in the Old 
and New Testaments, while the eighth graders are thoroughly educated in the Small Catechism.  Sixth graders 
also receive their own copy of the Lutheran Study Bible for use during the Confirmation program and on into 
Bible Classes. 
 
Memorization of Bible passages and the Catechism are standard assignments for all ages as we hold to the 
truth the Church has known through the ages, that it is of great importance for all followers of Jesus Christ to 
know his Word and his teachings by heart.  "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV). 
 
 

Teachers 
Our Midweek School teachers are as follows: 
 Kindergarten through 2nd Grade: Ms. Gaddis 
 Third through Fifth Grade:   Mrs. Welch 
 Sixth and Seventh Grade:  Pastor Caithamer 
 Eighth Grade:    Pastor Elliott 
 

continued 

 
Midweek School starts Wednesday, August 27, 2014 at 5:45pm!   

Enroll your children today! 

 

Midweek School 

For Forty Years and More! 



Let Us Pray 
 

 

For Peace and Comfort:  Mike & Jill and family at the death of Jill’s grandmother Betty , Jean and family and 
Terry & Janice and family at the death of Jean and Janice’s mother Helen , Randy & Anne and family at the death 
of Anne’s mother Barbara  
 

Following Surgery:  Maxine , Christ , Paul  
 

Hospitalized:  Dorothy , Ellie , Brian , Susan , Nancy  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Jeff, Walt, Mar, Connie, Laverna-mother of Don, Roger -father of Jay  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Nancy , Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe’s daughter-in-law 
 

Thanksgiving for Successful Surgery:  Anna  
 

Recently Married:  Chase & Nicole, Evan & Allison  
 

Military:  Ashley, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher,  
Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
 

Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus 
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Encouragement and Invitation 
If you do the math, the amount of time each of us spends weekly in worship, Bible study, prayer, and devotion is a 
small fraction compared to the rest of our activities during our waking hours.  This is not meant to discourage you 
or to depress you, but to inform you.  While our adult members have the benefit of many years of church and Bi-
ble study (although they, too, could always benefit from more, myself included!), our children do not possess this 
wealth of experience and knowledge.  Midweek School provides an outstanding opportunity for our congrega-
tion's children to receive further instruction in the Word of God.  Midweek school is open to all students who do 
not attend our Lutheran day school. Yet, even our day school students are welcome to attend too (more study of 
the Word of God is always better!). 
 

It is my hope and prayer that, if you have children, you prayerfully consider sending them to Midweek School (if 
you don't already).  And, if you do not have children, that you encourage and invite those who do to enroll them in 
our Midweek School.  Providing the children of our congregation with further education in the Christian faith is 
vital for their faith which is still young and in need of much nourishment.  While it is a small percentage of their 
overall weekly time, Midweek School instruction in God's Word provides them with the strength they need as 
Christians, while they are enjoying the support of other students and their teachers.  The study of God's Word is 
the study of Jesus Christ, himself.  And when our children study God's Word, they truly do receive the Holy Spirit 
who strengthens the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ given to them in Holy Baptism! 
 

We all are truly blessed to have been baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
We all are truly blessed to attend worship services where the Gospel of Jesus Christ is preached and taught in its 
truth and purity.  We all are truly blessed to be a part of the greater family of God, brothers and sisters in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  And what a blessing we have available to us to grow in the Word of God, especially given to us in our 
Midweek School!  I hope and pray to see at our Midweek School all of our congregation's children.  Know that I am 
praying for all of you, and especially our children! 
 

In Christ's service and love, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



  

PTF Fall Fundraiser 

Golf Outing 

U of I Golf Course 

18 holes, cart, food, prizes 

Live and Silent Auction 

Saturday, September 27th, 2014 

                              12:30pm - ?? 
 

Start Gathering your foursome for a day of fun! 

Save This Date 

St. John’s Lutheran Women Missionary League is hosting the LWML  
Champaign Zone Fall Rally, Tuesday, September 16, 2014, here at St. John’s  
Lutheran Church  

 
 

 
 

The Speaker will be Joel of the” Comfort Dog Ministry” Lutheran Church 
Charities.  All women on St. John Lutheran Church are invited to attend for 
Bible Study and fellowship with the Ladies of the LWML Zone from surround-
ing communities.   

It’s Back to School Time--Using the resources of Lutheran World Relief, the LWML is 

attempting to assemble 50 school kits to be sent to young people in countries where 
poverty or disaster has limited their options to reach their potential. Please consider 
purchasing the items needed for one or more of these school kits as you shop for your 

child’s school supplies or as you are out and about and see all these school supplies on sale.  
 

There are 50 grocery bags (with a list of the school supplies needed for each kit on the bags) in 
the coat room. If/when you take one or more of these bags, please sign the list so that we know 
where these bags went and who will be returning them. 
 

Please—no items with religious symbols, the U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or refer-
ences to the armed forces, including camouflage. If our intentions are misinterpreted as being 
politically motivated, our work could be endangered--another example of how fortunate we are 
to live in a free country with our many blessings!! The work of your hearts and hands is an im-
measurable blessing to families in need around the world. 
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Men's Prayer Breakfast 
 

The men of the congregation are 

invited the second Thursday of 
each month to Original Pancake 
House for food and fellowship, 

and devotion and prayers led by 
Pastor Caithamer.  Please join us 

this month on  
Thursday, August14th, 
at 7:00am. 

      Music Notes      
 

 

Sing the songs of summer! 
 

Hymn Sings continue in the summer months at the start of Sun-
day services, at which you may request your favorites: 
 

Sunday, August 3 as Prelude to the 10:45 service 
 Sunday, August 24 as Prelude to the 8:00 service 
 Sunday, August 31 as Prelude to the 10:45 service 
 

“Pickup” Men’s Choir Sunday, August 3 – meet in the balcony 
at 10:15 am if you’d like to take part. 
 

I will be taking my annual “busman’s holiday” attending the  
National Convention of the Organ Historical Society the week of 
August 10-17.    This gives me the opportunity to visit lots of 
other church with interesting and historical organs, this year in 
the finger Lakes region of Central New York.  It is a tradition of 
the Society that we always sing a hymn at every stop, to see 
how well the organ does in accompanying us.   
 

Leading hymn-singing is, of course, one of the most important 
things that a pipe organ does in church (and continues to do far 
better than any alternative instruments.)  We are blessed at St. 
John Lutheran to have both a congregation that sings enthusias-
tically and well, and an organ that also does a fine job.   
 

A few years ago we undertook renovations to the organ that 
upgraded its control systems and console, and did the first 
phase of tonal improvements that enhance the organ’s leader-
ship and accompanimental resources.  We still want to under-
take the remainder of the project as funds allow in the future. 
 

 
Soli Deo Gloria 
Keith Williams 

   Hope everyone is having a great summer and enjoying their vacations. 
   Our next Youth Group activity will be in September.  Look forward to  
   seeing everyone! 

Midweek School!!! 
Your children will be taught the Bible 

and the Small Catechism. 
The faith given them in Baptism  

will grow. 
 

Meets every Wednesday in the  
Sanctuary starting  

August 27, 2014. 
From 5:45pm through 7:00pm. 

 
Grades Kindergarten through 8th. 

Enroll today! 
And bring a friend!! 

 



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

College Funding Seminar 
 

Due to the response of this seminar last year, the 
Champaign County Chapter of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans is offering it again! Rick , Thrivent Finan-
cial Representative,  will present information about 
strategies regarding higher education planning. 
 

Parents and grandparents, find out what you can do 
now to begin preparing for college for your children 
and grandchildren. Hear about projected costs and 
funding options. 
This seminar will be held Tuesday, September 9 at 
St. John Lutheran Church and School, 509 S. Mattis, 
Champaign in the Fellowship Hall at 5:45 pm.  Din-
ner will be provided by Hickory River Smokehouse. 
 

Please RSVP to Rick or Ronda  by  
August 26. 

ATTENDANCE FIGURES  
FOR JULY 

 
 

 

Sundays 8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 

 Jul 6 172 141  

 Jul 13 164 124 148 123 

 Jul 20 173 123 123 104          

 Jul 27 143 118 131 110 

            

 Wednesdays 7:15 Comm  

 Jul 2 37 29 

 Jul 9  31 25  

 Jul 16 33 23 

 Jul 23 18 15 

 Jul 30 23

 18 
 

 

 

Stewardship Corner—Making Giving a Priority 
Jesus showed us how to give.  Jesus gave us the greatest and most perfect gift by offering Himself on 
the Cross.  Filled with gratitude and love for what Jesus has done for us, we are empowered to give.  
Our giving emulates Jesus Who showed us what it means to love and to give.  Filled with the Holy 
Spirit, we become “givers” rather than “takers.”  Born into sin, we are by nature selfish people.  As tod-
dlers, one of the first words we learned was “no,” followed closely by “mine!”  This selfish attitude car-
ries forward into our teens and adult years.  A selfish attitude is not conducive to giving.  However, 
when God transforms our hears, selfishness is no longer an obstacle to our giving.  By the working of 
the Holy Spirit, through His Word, God changes our hearts from focusing on ourselves to focusing on 
Him.  With our hearts right with God, we can acknowledge Him as the owner of all things and trust in 
Jesus’ care and protection, which opens our hearts to give.  If we are in school, work only part-time, or 
earn only minimum wages, we can assume the amount that we give will not make much of an impact 
on our church’s budget.  However, the amount given is not nearly as important as the motive for our 

giving and the priority that we demonstrate in our giving.  God wants us to demonstrate through our 
giving that He is first in our lives.  God is worshipped and honored when the first part of our money 
that we receive is given to Him.  Starting now, we can develop a great lifetime habit of giving to Him 



1 Jan, Mary, Janice, Eric, Matt  
2 Kathy, Barbara, Jackie, Lynn, Brandi  
3 Rowan, Lucas  
4 Brian, Bruce, Jenny, Jordan  
5 Renee, David, Jennifer, 

Kinsey  
6 Cyrenus, Tami, Jansin  
7 Brian, William, Sue  
8 Alex  
9 Matt, Mitchell, Phyllis  
10 Herb, Diann  
11 Richard, Letha  
12 Lorene, Chip, Tricia, Benjamin, Ronda, Joe 
13 Alyssa, Avis  
14 Thomas, Eleanor, Taylor, Cynthia 
15 Marc, Janet, Shelby, Eunice  
16 Kai, Elijah, Bill, Robin, Kate, Megan, Henry  
17 Lisa, Donna  
18 Julie, Cory, Donna  
19 Sharon, Kyle, Karina, Beverly  
20 Charlotte, Paige, Roger, Bud  
21 Sylvia, Beth, James  
22 Ann, Marlene 
23 Andrea, Claire, Tom  
24 Kyle, Nick, Robin  
25 Chris, Kailyn, Lois, Lavina, Ellis  
26 Maggie, Alan, Clayton, Rich  
27 Charlene  
28 Karen, Jakob  
29 Barbara  
30 Steve, Joshua 
31 Alexandria, Michael, Karen, Samantha  

1 Terry & Janet (44) 
2 Kevin & Susan (17); Jason & Ali (1) 
3 David & Eileen (40);   Todd & Sara 

(29) 
5 Daryl & Chris (19) 
6 Jack & Julie (26); Tim & Katie (3) 
7 Jeff & Kim (21); Chuck & Phyllis 

(32); David & Amy (10) 
9 John & Charlene (39) 
10 George & Jeanette (51) 
11 Steve & Jean (30) 
14 Neil & Traci (10); Stephen & Jennifer 

(4) 
15 Bob & Alice (66); Floyd & Dorothy 

(46) 
21 James & Lorene (43) 
23   Roger & Sherryl (45); Ronald   & 

Norma (56) 
25 Tom & Pam (24); Brad & Jackie (24); 

Gail & Beverly (57) 
26 Greg & Carol (42) 
28   Jonathan & Megan (4) 
30   Brad & Chris (17) 
 

August Birthdays August 
Anniversaries 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if 

your birthday or anniversary is missing or 

incorrect.  Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% 

of our members’ birthdays & anniversaries on 

file.  Letting us know about omissions or 

corrections is a great way to help us complete 

& correct our records. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing 

at Amber Glen on the 

10th & 24th 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

 

Pastor Elliott’s day off: 
 

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off: 
 

Fridays 

 1 2 

3 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

          (Hymn-sing, Men’s  

           Choir) 

4 
 

5 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  6:30 School Board 

  6:30 Fellowship Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

6 
7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

8 9 
8:00 Handymen 

10 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

11 
6:00 Finance Board 

12 
6:00 Elders 

 

Market Day orders due 

13 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 

         Breakfast 

15 16 
11:30 Market Day  

           Sale 

 

17 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

18 19   
  8:08 Chapel 

10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Council 

20 

7:15 Holy Communion 

21 22 23 

24   Rally Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

          (Hymn-sing) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

25 

 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

26 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:00 Youth Board 

27 
8:08 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

7:15 Holy Communion 

28 29 30 

31 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

          (Hymn-sing) 

      

2014 


