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The Young Lutheran Mind
One of the most important classes I took while at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis was called "The Lutheran
Mind." The purpose of that class was to truly get the
young pastor to learn how to start thinking like a Lutheran should think. I will admit that that class was one of
the hardest courses I took. That was not because the material was especially challenging in and of itself. Rather,
that class reshaped my thinking as a Christian, giving me
the perspective of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, through
which I would learn to look at the world, my life, and the
ministry in which I would participate in Jesus' name.
As any good teaching does, the student is given the foundations for learning and is taught how to apply what has
been learned in a proper way of thinking. Think of the
old adage, "If you give a man a fish, you feed him for a
day; if you teach him how to fish, you feed him for a lifetime." This is how I have come to view my education
from the seminary and all throughout my formative years.
While professors could not teach me every little aspect of
Lutheran theology in the three years I was in the classroom (one year was spent in a congregation), the professors did give each of their students the proper framework
in which to think and perform the ministry.
We are very pleased to supply a similar idea to our students at our day school and also at our midweek school.
The pastors and teachers at St. John want all of their students to be well-educated in all areas of study, and especially in the Christian faith. This goal is sought in five
different ways:
Daily Devotions—All of our day school's students
from Kindergarten through 8th grade begin their
day with a time of devotion in the sanctuary. This
devotional time begins with the Invocation, reminding baptized students of the identity given to them in
baptism and announcing our intention that our day
and all our doings are in the name of the Triune God.
The students are then led in reciting one of the first
three chief parts of the Catechism (The Ten Commandments; the Creed; the Lord's Prayer). The Bible passage for the week is then recited together. A
brief devotion follows, usually on the Catechism
reading or Bible passage for the week, or on the time

of the Church year. The morning devotion time concludes with the praying of Martin Luther's Morning
Prayer. Our time together for midweek school begins in a similar way in the sanctuary, omitting the
devotional on the Catechism and including the singing of the hymn verse(s) for the week.
Memory Work—Chief among the traditional methods of learning is memorization, as I am sure many
of you reading this recall (somewhat fondly, I hope!)
from your youth. Each week a new Bible passage
and portion of the Catechism are memorized by the
students in both our day school and our midweek
school. The Bible passages are repeated each year as
they have been selected to reinforce what is taught
from the Catechism. Over a period of 9 years—from
Kindergarten through 8th grade—the students will
come to know those passages solidly, along with the
Catechism, and thus have easy access to key passages that help them remember and defend important
teachings of the Christian faith.
Religion Class—Every grade in our day school dedicates a part of the morning to religious instruction.
This instruction is based on the teachings of the Bible and thus is truly Christian and Biblical education. I have been pleased to have teachers inform
me of the times when their Bible stories for the
week coincide with what is taught in our morning
devotions. This is not intentional, but also not overly surprising! With our chief parts of the Catechism
coming straight from the Scriptures, it is quite natural for the stories of Scripture and the teachings of
the Catechism to connect. Multiple experiences
with the same ideas further solidifies and reinforces
what is being taught, thanks be to God! Such Biblical instruction is what our midweek school students
receive in the hour they are gathered at the church
for their catechetical instruction (simply known as
"catechesis").
Hymns—We as Lutherans realize how blessed and
privileged we are to have the hymns of the church
passed down to us from previous generations. Within those hymns is a treasure trove of theological

truth and knowledge that helps form the Lutheran
mind. And, of course, those classic hymns pull their
theological goodness straight from the grace of God
presented in the Bible and taught in the Catechism.
While students are not required to memorize hymn
verses (like some of you were in the past!), their exposure to these historical pieces further strengthens
what they learn through devotions, memorization of
Bible passages, and studies in religion class.
Weekly Chapel—The final way that our day school
students are exposed to our Lutheran heritage and are
given opportunity to develop their young Lutheran
minds is at daily chapel. Each Wednesday brings our
day school students together in the morning for an
extended time, exposing them to the worship services
of the historic Christian church. While time does not
allow us to conduct the full service, students do get to
practice their faith and receive God's gifts of grace
through large parts of the different settings of the Divine Service, along with key parts of Matins and
Morning Prayer. Worshiping on Wednesday mornings much in the same way we worship as a congregation on Sunday mornings further testifies to the one
identity we all share as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Martin Luther greatly understood the value of teaching
the young minds of his own family and his own time.
He portrays this idea at the beginning of each of five of

the six chief parts of the Catechism (the fifth chief part,
Confession, begins with the words "How Christians
should be taught to confess") with these words: "As the
head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his
household" (Luther's Small Catechism. CPH 2008. Pp
11, 15, 18, 23, 30). This emphasis on youth catechesis
comes from several Scripture passages, including Proverbs 22:6 ("Train up a child in the way he should go...");
Deuteronomy 6:7; 11:19; Psalm 78:5; and Ephesians 6:4
("Fathers...bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.").
I would also like to include here an open invitation to
the congregation to join us for worship at our chapel
services each Wednesday morning. You are also welcome to sit in on any of our devotional times Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings. Daily devotions are from 8:08 until 8:20am, and Wednesday chapel
services are from 8:08 until 8:48am. What a joy it is to
dwell in the house of the Lord and to be constantly and
consistently exposed to his great Word. We are truly
blessed to be his people and to be fed by him as his
sheep.
Soli Deo Gloria (To God Alone Be the Glory)!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Hospitalized: LaVonne , Betty , Ellie
Following Surgery: Linda , Dee, Lingli
Upcoming Surgery: Ed
For Healing and Recovery: Patty, Patty, Lucille, Helen, Pat, Tom, Keith -brother of Gale
For Successful Treatment: Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Jeff, Nancy-daughter of Dorothy, Judy -mother of Jim, Ken -son
of Earl
For our Military: Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Luke , Jim , Brandon , Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson , Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission
in Kingston, Jamaica

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Synod President responds to
SCOTUS same-sex marriage ruling
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah

governed by the strict desire for justice, but by special
interests, when government no longer has the courage
to exercise its law, fails to exercise its duties, undermines its own legal order, when it weakens through its
family law parental authority and the estate of marriage, then it ceases to be governing authority.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress (Psalm 46:1–7).

Raising such a question can lead to heavy conflicts of
conscience. But it is fundamentally conceivable, and it
has time and again become reality in history, that a
governing authority has ceased to be governing authority. In such a case there may indeed exist a submission
to a superior power. But the duty of obedience against
this power no longer exists. [Hermann Sasse, “What Is
the State?”(1932)]

A one-person majority of the U.S. Supreme Court got it
wrong – again. Some 40 years ago, a similarly activist court
legalized the killing of children in the womb. That decision
has to date left a wake of some 55 million Americans dead.
Today, the Court has imposed same-sex marriage upon the
whole nation in a similar fashion. Five justices cannot determine natural or divine law. Now shall come the time of testing for Christians faithful to the Scriptures and the divine
institution of marriage (Matthew 19:3–6), and indeed, a time
of testing much more intense than what followed Roe v.
Wade.
Like Roe v. Wade, this decision will be followed by a rash of
lawsuits. Through coercive litigation, governments and popular culture continue to make the central post-modern value
of sexual freedom override “the free exercise of religion”
enshrined in the Bill of Rights.
The ramifications of this decision are seismic. Proponents
will seek to drive Christians and Christian institutions out of
education at all levels; they will press laws to force faithful
Christian institutions and individuals to violate consciences
in work practices and myriad other ways. We will have
much more to say about this.
During some of the darkest days of Germany, a faithful Lutheran presciently described how governments lose their
claim to legitimate authority according to Romans 13.
The Caesar cult in its manifold forms, the deification of
the state, is one great form of the defection from the
[true] idea of the state. There are also other possibilities of such defection. The government can forget and
neglect its tasks. When it no longer distinguishes between right and wrong, when its courts are no longer

As faithful Christians, we shall continue to be obedient to
just laws. We affirm the human rights of all individuals and
the inherent and equal value of all people. We respect the
divinely given dignity of all people, no matter their sexual
preference. We recognize that, under the exacting and demanding laws of God, we are indeed sinners in thought,
word and deed, just as are all (Romans 3:9ff.). We confess
that the “blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us
from all our sins” (1 John 1:7). We confess that God’s divine
law of marriage and the entire Ten Commandments apply
to all, and that so also the life-giving sacrifice of Christ on
the cross is for all. It is a “righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (Romans 3:22).
However, even as we struggle as a church to come to a
unified response to this blatant rejection of the entire history
of humankind and its practice of marriage, “We shall obey
God rather than man” (Acts 5:29). Christians will now begin
to learn what it means to be in a state of solemn conscientious objection against the state. We will resist its imposition
of falsehood upon us, even as we continue to reach out to
those who continue to be harmed by the ethic of radical
sexual freedom, detached from God’s blessing of marriage.
And we will stand shoulder to shoulder with Christians,
churches and people of good will who are resolute on this
issue.
God help us. Amen.
Pastor Matthew C. Harrison

It’s Back to School Time --Using the

Men's Prayer Breakfast

resources of Lutheran World Relief, the LWML
is attempting to assemble 100 school kits to be
sent to young people in countries where poverty
or disaster has limited their options to reach
their potential. Please consider purchasing the items needed
for one or more of these school kits as you shop for your
child’s school supplies or as you are out and about and see
all these school supplies on sale. There are grocery bags
(with a list of the school supplies needed for each kit on the
bags) in the coat room. Please—no items with religious symbols, the U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces, including camouflage. If our intentions are misinterpreted as being politically motivated, our
work could be endangered--another example of how fortunate we are to live in a free country with our many blessings!! The work of your hearts and hands is an immeasurable blessing to families in need around the world.

The men of the congregation are
invited the second Thursday of each
month to Original Pancake House
for food and fellowship, and devotion and prayers
led by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month
on Thursday, August 13th at 7:00am.

New Member Class Starts!
If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran
Church, then plan to attend. Pastor Caithamer will
teach this class in room 1A of the school, just across
the hallway from the school office. We will meet
from 9:30 to 10:30 each Sunday morning from August
23 through December 6. This class is also available
for any member who would like to attend.

Use of the church kitchen and coffee bar.
It is a great privilege to have such a nice area for all of
our groups to use. When you use the kitchen or coffee
bar, please be aware that there is no one who comes in
and cleans these areas or equipment. It is the responsibility of the group or person using them. Thank you to everyone who already leaves these areas clean and ready for
use. Unfortunately, some are not cleaning up after themselves or returning used items in a timely manner. Please
bring back coffee pots and condiments used in other areas of the church after your event or activity, empty any
coffee left from the pots and rinse, then put your clean
pots back in the racks. Also, dump the used coffee grinds
from the machine, and wash and put away dishes after
use. If you bring items to use at an event, please be sure
to take them home after your event is over. Please be
respectful of the many other groups that share the use of
these areas by leaving the area and equipment clean and
ready for the next group to use.

Mary-Martha's Fall Bazaar
will be held on Saturday, October 17. We hope you
will mark your calendars and participate. We appreciate your past participation and want you to know most
of our proceeds go to help others. Last year funds
went to St John Lutheran Church Unified Fund, St.
John Altar Flowers, Eastern Illinois Foodbank, Bethesda Lutheran Communities, Courage Connection,
St. John Meals Program, CID-LCMS-Prison Ministry,
St. John Unified Fund in memory of Alberta Marshky,
St. John School in memory of Doris Clark, Lutheran
World Relief-Nepal Earthquake and 4 filled backpacks
for the Daily Bread Soup Kitchen Program.

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR JULY

Sundays
Jul 5
Jul 12
Jul 19
Jul 26

8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm
152
171
n/a
152

121
128
n/a
121

119
143
113
120

105
120
100
91

Wednesdays
Jul 1
Jul 8
Jul 15
Jul 22
Jul 29

7:15
19
n/a
23
32

Comm
18
n/a
22
16

Sign up to be a Greeter!
It's fun and pretty easy. Just
arrive 20 - 30 minutes before
the worship service begins
(that's the hard part) and
then greet everyone before and after the services. It's
a great opportunity to exercise your smile muscles
and meet new people. A sign up sheet is located in
the back of the church next to the flower chart.

New Church Directory
Pictures will be taken for the new
church directory on October 21, 22,
23, 24, 28, 29, 30, and 31. Please
plan to have your family pictures
taken on one of these dates. Watch
for sign up sheets and more information in September. If anyone is interested in helping, please
sign up on the sheet near the fellowship hall or
contact Susan or Joyce .

THANK YOU!
We would like to thank St. John Church for helping send the youth on the servant event in
Weston, WI.
The youth worked in the Weston/Wausau community for 4 days. They helped paint and
remodel two homes. They worked at the Salvation Army, building desks, painting and serving
lunch to the poor and homeless. Some youth worked at assisted living center with landscaping,
organization and painting benches. A few were at the Tyler Home building a playground and
fence. (Tyler Home is a place for parents to bring children with disabilities to be cared for, for a
period of time.) Finally, some youth worked at a Neighbor’s Place painting and organizing.
(Neighbor’s Place is another community service organization that provides food and clothing for
people in need.)
During our devotion time, the youth were challenge to look at their identity. They saw
when they place their identity in worldly things they will be left feeling empty. When their
identity is in Christ and what He is done for us, they will be filled with hope.
It was an amazing week!!

Organ Recital - Nicholas invites you to his organ recital at the Chapel of St.
John the Divine, 1011 S. Wright Street in Champaign on August 9th, 2015 at
3:30pm. His recital will feature select works of Bach, Buxtehude, Guilmant,
Messiaen, Mathias, and more on the wonderful Buzard Op7 organ. Hope to
see you there!
Stewardship Corner—How impossible it is to give proper thanks to God Who has so abundantly blessed us! How can
we express the gratitude we feel? Perhaps we can compare our relationship with God to a child’s relationship with his
earthly parent. How does a child communicate his thankfulness for what is given to him by his parent? First, through
his words. He speaks his words of thanks. Then, through his careful use of the gift. If it’s money, he doesn’t squander
it, but saves some and spends the rest wisely. If it’s a possession, he takes care of it and uses it for the right purpose.
Some children, and we hope we are among them, share their gifts. Perhaps they tithe their gifts of money; perhaps
they give away some of their possessions to those who have few or none. Above all, the child lives with an attitude of
thankfulness, never expecting, never demanding, but always confident to ask for what he needs, for he knows that his
father loves him and will provide for him everything that he needs. As we offer our thanks, let us also live with an attitude of gratefulness for all our Heavenly Father gives us and does for us.

Mark your calendars for July 16-20, 2016.
Held every 3 years, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to
come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their
Lutheran identity. During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship,
service and fellowship with others from across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in
Saint Louis, MO.

Be sure to check the Youth Bulletin Board (by the
church office) for upcoming events/activities.

Ram Rebate
Purchase gift cards from
hundreds of businesses and a
percentage of the cost will be
credited towards your tuition,
scholarship fund, or any Church or School account.
Orders will be due on August 18th & 31st, pick up the
following Fridays.
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com,
www.myscripwallet.com, or stop by the school
office for more information.

Back to School Coffee
You don’t have to be a coffee drinker
to join us! All St. John parents are
invited to stop in the Fellowship Hall
after dropping off their children for their
first day of school. Come and meet the
principal, PTF Board
members, and other
parents. The PTF will be
providing refreshments.
All are welcome to stay
until 9:00 and attend the
first chapel service of the
year.

PTF Meeting
Come and join us for the first PTF
meeting of the school year on Tuesday,
August 25th at 6:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Find out what is currently happening
with PTF and meet the PTF Board. Refreshments will be
served. We meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month
during the school year, except December.

Golf Outing
The 3rd annual PTF Golf outing will
be held on Saturday, September 26. Get
your twosome or foursome together for
a fun day at the U of I Golf Course! More
information coming soon.

Back to School Picnic
Friday, September 10
from 5:30-7 pm
All St. John church and school families are
invited to attend the Back to School Picnic. The
picnic will be held in the west parking lot,
weather permitting. Come and celebrate the
start of the new school year and join in fellowship with the teachers, staff, and other church
and school families. PTF will provide chicken,
rolls, and drinks. More information will be available through the weekly school newsletter.

Music Notes
We are in “Summer mode.” Choirs are enjoying a well-earned respite from regular rehearsals and performances. The Men’s Choir will sing as a pick-up group at the late
service on August 9 – just show up at 10:15 am to warmup and run through our anthem, please!
Instrumental and vocal soloists are always welcome – just let me know when and what
you might like to sing and/or play.
We have enjoyed two Hymn Sing Preludes on Sunday mornings this summer, and have
one more planned for Sunday, August 16, at the start of both morning services. Please
let Keith know your requests in advance if you want to make sure to get your favorite
on the list!
Our adult choirs will resume in September.
Alleluia Ringers (Handbells) will rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 7:00 in
the church balcony. We generally ring once a month and for Festival occasions. We
will work to finalize our schedule together at our first rehearsal, which will be Wednesday, September 16. We have a couple of positions open due to people moving out of
the area, so we once again invite you to give this enjoyable and rewarding ministry a
try- no experience (or music reading) necessary!
Mixed Choir and Men’s Choir rehearse on Thursdays – Men’s Choir at 6:00 pm and
Mixed Choir at 6:45 pm. There is no audition or experience required, and all are welcome to come when you can. We have lots of room in the balcony and we have a good
time. First rehearsals will be Thursday, September 10.
Speak to Keith if you have questions or suggestions and thank you for your support of
these worshipful ministries!
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

August Birthdays

August
Anniversaries

1
2
3
4
5

1
2
3

6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Jan, Janice, Eric, Matt
Kathy, Barbara, Jackie, Lynn, Brandi
Rowan, Lucas
Brian, Bruce, Jenny, Jordan
Renee, David, Jennifer ,
Kinsey
Cyrenus, Tami, Jansin
William , Sue
Alex
Matt, Mitchell, Phyllis,
Evalyn
Herb, Diann
Richard, Letha
Lorene, Chip, Tricia, Benjamin, Ronda, Joe
Alyssa, Avis
Thomas, Eleanor, Taylor, Cynthia
Marc, Janet, Shelby, Eunice
Kai, Elijah, Bill, Robin, Kate, Megan, Henry
Lisa, Donna
Julie, Cory, Donna
Sharon, Kyle, Karina, Beverly
Charlotte, Paige, Roger, Bud
Sylvia, Beth, James
Ann, Rita, Marlene
Andrea, Claire, Tom
Kyle, Nick, Robin
Kailyn, Lois, Lavina, Ellis
Maggie, Alan, Clayton, Rich
Charlene
Karen, Jakob
Barbara
Steve, Joshua
Alexandria, Michael, Karen, Samantha

5
6
7
9
10
11
14
15
21
23
25
26
28
30

Terry & Janet (45)
Kevin & Susan (18)
David & Eileen (41); Todd & Sara
(30)
Daryl & Chris (20); Paulos & Sina (6)
Jack & Julie (27); Tim & Katie (4)
Jeff & Kim (22); Chuck & Phyllis
(33); David & Amy (11)
John & Charlene (40)
George & Jeanette (52)
Steve & Jean (31)
Neil & Traci (11); Stephen & Jennifer
(5)
Bob & Alice (67)
James & Lorene (44)
Roger & Sherryl (46); Ronald &
Norma (57)
Tom & Pam (25); Brad & Jackie (25);
Gail & Beverly (58)
Greg & Carol (43)
Jonathan & Megan (5)
Brad & Chris (18)

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or
anniversary
is missing
or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our
members’ birthdays & anniversaries on file.
Letting us know about omissions or corrections
is a great way to help us complete & correct

2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
9th & 23rd at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Elliott’s day off:
Mondays

School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s day
off: Fridays

2 10th Sunday after Pentecost

3

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Wed

Thu

4

5

6

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group

10

11

12

13

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

10:15 Adult Bible Class
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Kindergarten &
1st Grade Play
Date
11:00 Evangelism

16 12th Sunday after Pentecost

17

18 First Day of School 19 First Day of LL
8:00 Back to School
Coffee
9:00 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council
Ram Rebate orders due

5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

23 13th Sunday after Pentecost 24

25

26

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Rally Day
10:45 Holy Communion
12:00 Church Picnic

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate
orders due

20 First Day of LL

(AM4 & PM)

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

30 14th Sunday after Pentecost 31

Sat
1

9 11th Sunday after Pentecost

Newsletter Deadline

Fri

(AM3)

7

8

14

15

21

22

Ram Rebate pick up

27

28

29

