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The Word of the Lord Grows, and So Does Your Faith!

H

ave you ever watched a movie more than once?
Or read a book a second time through? What
did you discover? Most often, you discover that you
learn more about story the second time through. This
happens in all sorts of areas in our life: you see the
road you always drove before for the first time from
the passenger’s side; you read a letter or paper you
wrote ten years ago; you go over the house a second
time looking for your keys; you take a second trip to
that memorable vacation spot. Second looks, second
opinions, second experiences always seem to afford
you greater understanding. And it does not even stop
with the second time!

more people, the number of Christians grew and so
the Word was on the lips of many believers.

In three places in the Book of Acts, Luke records that
the Word of God increased and multiplied (Acts 6:7;
12:24; 19:20). This no doubt occurred because the
Word of the Gospel was being spoken by more and
more people. As the Word of Christ had its way with

To that end, for the strengthening of your faith, the
Divine Services of the Church are offered for you to
attend, to receive the gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation in the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the Sacrament. Bible classes

Even as the Word of the Lord grows, so does your
faith! That growth occurs the more you study God’s
Word, the more you are exposed to his grace and
blessings. You may think that you have learned quite
a bit in your life as a Christian and do not need to
spend time learning anymore. You may believe that
your faith is strong enough already. You may think
you can go toe-to-toe with any Christian on what the
Word of God truly teaches. Certainly, faith the size of
a mustard seed can move mountains (Matthew 17:20).
Even the smallest faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is
Now, the thought of going through the same thing can enough to save for all of eternity, thanks be to God!
be tough to manage. If it comes to a movie, you start
thinking through the story again and you know all that However, that seedling of faith can also be snuffed
is coming, so you may decide it is not worth your time out. It can wither away. It can die. This is one of the
to go through it again. Or, you may think that you got major reasons Jesus teaches the Parable of the Sower
all that you needed to get from the experience the first (see Matthew 13:1–9; 18–23). The Lord does not
time, so you choose variety rather than depth. Once
want faith to be snatched away. He does not want you
you get past your excuses, you usually conclude that a or any of his blessed redeemed to fall away from him.
second time through was worth it and even better than Saving faith in Christ needs to be watered; it needs to
the first pass.
be fed. Without such nourishment, it cannot grow.
And without that growth, it can even die. God forbid!
Nowhere is this more true than in the study of God’s
Word! Hopefully, you have had that experience
To prevent that from happening, God has given you
where you have heard a Bible story a second time and and me his precious Word. He has given you and me
learned something new. Or, it may have been while
his holy Christian Church. He has given you and me
you were sitting through a Christmas or Easter service the ministry of Word and Sacrament, to strengthen us
and you heard the same old hymn for the 17th time in in the one true faith unto life everlasting. You may
your life and finally had some insight into the lyrics
think that you are good where you are at, that you
that you had never had before. We all go through life have enough faith, that you know the Bible well. And
changes that causes our perspectives on life to change you may. But you can always learn more. You can
and so we view events in a whole new way. The same always be made stronger. You can always grow in
occurs as a Christian in your reading of the Bible, in
grace and wisdom, even as our Lord Jesus did in his
your devotions, in your attendance at church.
earthly life (Luke 2:40).

continued

are offered on Sunday and Tuesday mornings. LifeLight Bible classes are offered at various times throughout
the year on Wednesday and Thursday evenings and on Thursday mornings. Adult instruction classes are offered
at least twice per year, with one starting this September! Sunday school classes and midweek school classes are
offered throughout the year for our school-aged members. Most of these are recorded and can be accessed
through our church website: www.stjohn-lcms.org.
It is my prayer for you that God would grant your faith great growth through the hearing of his Word and the
study of the Holy Scriptures. As I do every week, I look forward to seeing you at church and Bible class. It is a
joy to be a part of the family of Christ here at St. John. I pray you feel so too!
In gratitude and service to you in Christ,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray

Save the Date and Return for
the Reformation!!

For Peace and Comfort: Ellie and family at the death of family
member Teresa and sister-in-law Jennifer , the family of Charlie at his
death July 20th
For Healing and Recovery: Lucille, Ellie, Gerald, Joyce -sister of Joan, Susan ,
Cathy -sister of Millie , Dale -brother in law of Ellie, Sue, Bruce, Stephen -son of Ken ,
Marta -granddaughter of Steve & Pam, Glenn, Merv, John, Todd -grandson of Harold , Tom
For Successful Treatments: Dave, Jeannette, Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine,
Ken, Jason -grandson of Lois
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben,
Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation
are invited the second Thursday
of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and prayers led by
Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month
on Thursday, August 10th, at 7:00am.

In case you had not heard, this
year marks the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation. In celebration
of this monumental occasion, we
will be hosting a special
Reformation Vespers service on
Sunday, October 29, 2017 at
4pm. At this service, you will be
able to feast on fine music and
instruction in the Word of
God. Following the service, you
will be able to feast on fine
German fare: bratwurst,
sauerkraut, and more! If you have
been away from St. John for a
while, this is the perfect
opportunity to come home and get
reacquainted. You are always
welcome and we look forward to
seeing you all!

Volunteers Needed for Summer Sunday School!!

We want to give our regular Sunday School teachers a
break. If you love children and you love Jesus, we are
looking for you! Don’t want to teach by yourself?
Grab a friend and team teach, or teach with your
spouse. Pick one Sunday or pick several. All the material is provided. For more information please contact Cindy. Waiting to hear from you!!!

Mission Statement: United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives
that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Adult Instruction Class Is Back!!!
Starting on Sunday, September 10, 2017, we will meet for ten
sessions to study the Bible, to learn the essentials of the Christian faith, and to
understand the Lutheran difference! If you’re looking to join our membership at St. John,
this class is a must! If you want to brush up on your knowledge of the core of Christianity, this class is
perfect! And, if you want a way to introduce your friends, relatives, associates, or neighbors to the
Christian faith, this is the right class! There is no risk and no obligation. Just come and learn! To sign
up, email Pastor Caithamer . See you there!

Church Picnic - Please join us on August 27 after the second
service for our annual church picnic. Hamburgers, hot dogs,
and drinks will be provided, and families are asked to bring a
side dish or dessert to share. A sign-up sheet will be available beginning August 6th.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
JUNE
Sundays

6th Grade Confirmation Retreat Lock-In!!
If you are a 6th grader and are starting our confirmation program,
then this retreat is for you! Join us at the church on Friday, August
18 and Saturday, August 19 for a lock-in as we study God’s Word,
learn to be acolytes, and grow together as the Confirmation Class
of 2020!! Check the mail for more info and registrations forms!

Midweek Starts on August 23!!
Don’t forget to come to our first midweek school session on
Wednesday, August 23! We will join together in the sanctuary at
5:45pm for opening devotions, then break into our classrooms to
get to know each other better and dig in to the study of God’s

Rally Day will be held August 27. Our theme is "A

Mighty Fortress." Please plan to join us as we kick-off a
new year of Sunday School.

Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day Services 2017

This year Christmas Eve falls on a
Sunday. Services for Dec 24th will
be 9:00am with no Sunday School
or Bible Class, and then there will
be 2 Christmas Eve Services
beginning at 5:00pm and 10:00pm.
Christmas Day we will have a
10:00am service with Holy
Communion.

Jun 2
June 9
Jun 16
Jun 23
Jun 30

8:00 Comm
148
172
147
172

Wednesdays 7:15
Jun 5
Jun 12
Jun 19
Jun 26

22
13
33
22

139
146
124
134

10:45 Comm
147
110
118
115

122
86
95
98

Comm
18
11
27
14

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed
about the financial condition of the Church we are including information about our current financial situation. The Collapsed Income and Expense report on
the printed bulletin, shows the amount of income and
expenses for the year to date.
May God continue to bless all the members of St.
John!
Finance Board

Music Notes
I am writing this on the campus of Concordia University, Chicago (River Forest), where I have been taking
part in the 2017 LCMS Institute on Liturgy, Preaching, and Church Music. This year’s event is entitled “The
Just Live by Faith – make this plain in Sermon, Service, Song.”
I have been at worship services, plenary addresses, choral and organ concerts and a Hymn Festival, and
workshops. I’ve been catching up with old friends and making new ones from around the Synod. It is always a good thing to listen and learn, and I am both energized and encouraged by the Holy Spirit’s working
here among us.
Among the workshops I have attended were the following:
 Celebrating the Reformation in Bach’s Leipzig
 Do-it-yourself Children’s Choir Music for the Divine Service
 Revisiting the Psalms: Singing anew from the Bible’s Prayerbook
 Using LSB as a resource for Congregation and Choir
 What is the Introit – singing the Musical Propers
 Early Lutheran Organ Music
 A Preview of the LSB Hymnal Companion
It has been very good indeed, to be here, with fellow cantors, clergy, deaconesses, scholars and teachers. A
motto that us come up in several contexts the week is the Latin phrase Lex orandi, lex credendi (which
loosely translates as "the law of praying [is] the law of believing") which in this context is being understood
that it is liturgy which leads to theology. How we worship is important because it (proper liturgy) generates
right belief and action.
I look forward to resuming Alleluia Ringers, Men’s Choir, and Mixed Choir soon! Watch the Sunday bulletin
for details.
Keep saving the date of Reformation Sunday, October 29! We will both have festive celebrations in the
morning, and a special service of Lutheran Vespers with guest musicians, which has been scheduled for 4:00
pm that afternoon. Choristers from all neighboring Lutheran churches have been invited to join us for the
afternoon event, which will be followed by a celebration dinner.
Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams
Volunteers Needed – We are in need of people to be
wedding coordinators for our church. Basic
responsibilities would be to answer questions for the
bride and groom regarding the use of our facilities, run
through the rehearsal, and be here for the wedding. Our
previous coordinators created a wonderful manual with
all needed information in it. Having wedding coordinators takes much responsibility off of the Pastor and
church office, so having this service is very much
appreciated.

Summer Hours – The School Office will be
closed. Any school items can be dropped off in the
Church Office. The Church Office will be open 10am
to 2pm. Pastor Caithamer will be available in his
office Monday through Thursday during regular office
hours for all Pastoral needs. . He will not be available
to let people in the building before 10 or after 2, so if
you will need access to the building during that time,
please contact the church office about obtaining a key
fob.

August Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Jan, Janice, Eric
Kathy, Barbara, Jackie, Lynn,
Brandi
Rowan, Lucas
Brian, Jordan
David, Jennifer, Kinsey
Cyrenus, Tami, Jansin
Riley, Sue
Gretchen, Margaret, Alex
Matt, Mitchell, Phyllis, Evalyn
Herb, Diann
Richard, Letha
Lorene, Chip, Tricia, Benjamin, Ronda, Joe
Alyssa, Avis
Thomas, Eleanor, Taylor, Cynthia
Marc, Janet, Shelby, Eunice
Kai, Elijah, Bill, Robin, Kate, Megan, Henry
Lisa, Donna
Julie, Cory, Donna
Sharon, Kyle, Karina, Elliott, Beverly
Eve, Charlotte, Paige, Roger, Bud
Sylvia, Beth, James
Aubrey, Ann, Rita, Marlene
Andrea, Claire, Tom
Kyle, Nick, Robin
Kailyn, Lois, Lavina, Ellis
Maggie, Alan, Clayton, Rich
Devven
Karen, Jakob
Barbara
Joshua
Ali Jo, Michael, Samantha

August
Anniversaries
1
2
3
5
6
7
9
10
11
13
14
15
21
23
25
26
28
30

Terry & Janet (47)
Kevin & Susan (20); Don & Nancy
(42)
David & Eileen (43); Todd & Sara
(32)
Daryl & Chris (22); Paulos Stifanos &
Sina (8)
Jack & Julie (29); Tim & Katie (6)
Jeff & Kim (24); Chuck & Phyllis
(35); David & Amy (13)
John & Charlene (42)
George & Jeanette (54)
Steve & Jean (33)
Blake & Karen (29)
Neil & Traci (13); Stephen & Jennifer
(7)
Bob & Alice (69)
James & Lorene (46)
Roger & Sherryl (48); Ronald &
Norma (59)
Tom & Pam (27); Brad & Jackie (27);
Gail & Beverly(60)
Greg & Carol (45)
Jonathan & Megan (7)
Brad & Chris (20)

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if
your birthday or anniversary is missing or
incorrect. Unfortunately, we don’t have 100%
of our members’ birthdays & anniversaries on
file. Letting us know about omissions or
corrections is a great way to help us complete
& correct our records.

2017
Sun

Mon

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 13th & 27th
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
4

5

11

12

19

10:00 Adult Bible Class 5:45 Summer Book Club
5:30 Fellowship Board 7:15 Holy Communion
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

12:30 Widow’s Group

8

9

10

6:00 Elders

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Summer Book Club
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
6:00 K-1 School
Playdate

14

15

16

17 1st Day of School

18

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

6:00 Finance Board

10:00 Adult Bible Class 5:45 Summer Book Club
6:00 Council
7:15 Holy Communion
6:00 Back to School
Orientation

8:05 Chapel

6:00 LL Back to
School Night

20

21

22

24

6

8th Sunday after Pentecost

School Office
359-1714

7

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

13

9th Sunday after Pentecost

10th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

27

11th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Rally Day
10:45 Holy Communion
12:00 Church Picnic

Newsletter Deadline

28

23

6th Grade Confirmation Retreat Lock-In

10:00 Adult Bible Class 8:05 Chapel
6:00 Parish Ed
5:45 Midweek School,
6:30 Stewardship
Summer Book Club
7:00 Youth Board
7:15 Holy Communion

10:00 Evangelism

29

31

30

10:00 Adult Bible Class 8:05 Chapel
5:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School,
Summer Book Club
7:15 Holy Communion

Sat

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

25

26

