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I love all of the songs of the Christmas season
with the exception of, "Santa Claus is coming to
Town." That song absolutely terrified me as a
child. It‟s creepy. Think about it? "You better
watch out. You better not cry. You better not
pout, I'm telling you why 'Cause Santa Claus is
coming to town.” And from there it just gets
worse. "He's making a list. He's checking it
twice. Gonna find out who‟s naughty and nice.
Santa Claus is coming to town. He sees you
when you're sleeping. He knows when you're
awake. He knows it you've been bad or good…”
Gulp. “He knows if I‟ve been bad or good?”
This sinister description of Santa, and the "intel"
that he quite obviously had on me, petrified me.
Seriously. Did this song bother anyone else as
a child besides me? Or was I the only child
concerned about this yuletide stalker who knew
everything about me, including how to get into
my house through the chimney “ninja style”?
All kidding aside, when I was a child I was every
bit as terrified of God as I was of the Santa
depicted in this song. For I realized that God
truly knows everything about me, even my
innermost thoughts and anything bad that I have
ever done. I could see God making a list and
checking it twice, already knowing that I was
naughty, not nice. Even at a young age I guess
I already understood how seriously I had
deviated from God‟s perfect plan for my life.
Having been taught the Ten Commandments at
an early age, I viewed God as both a lawgiver
and righteous judge who was coming to judge
me guilty because of my sins. Therefore, at
least for me, God was someone to be scared of,
not someone to embrace.
It was only when I learned the true meaning of
Christ in Christmas that my relationship with
God changed forever. The Holy Spirit called me
to believe that even though God had every right
to condemn me, he chose not to. Instead God
sent his one and only Son into this world as an
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infant so that he could grow up and die to save
me. Jesus did not come into the world to
condemn the world, but to save it. Although all
people are imperfect, God's Son came down
from heaven to live a perfect life for us, and to
pay the price for all of our sins by dying on the
cross in our place. Because of God‟s great and
underserved love for us, he sent Jesus to take
our sins upon himself.
Christmas reveals Christ who is the true God
and eternal life. No one can understand God
apart from Christmas. Apart from Christmas
God is too big, too powerful, too holy, and too
frightening for any of us sinners to “get our
heads around”. And this is why God came into
the world as that baby born in Bethlehem. God
was not only coming down to earth, God was
also coming down to our level so that we could
understand God and His loving desire to rescue
us from sin and death's misery. After all, how
scary is a baby? How scary is the little Lord
Jesus asleep on the hay? If you look at that
lowly cattle shed where a mother held her baby,
you will discover God. You will also discover
that God -- when you know Him in Christ -- is
not someone to fear. Nor are we to dread His
Second Coming. For God did not come into the
world to punish any of us, even though we have
all been naughty, not nice. Instead God came to
us as the baby Jesus so that God would be
approachable to frightened and guilty sinners.
I pray this Christmas that the true meaning of
Christmas brings you joy and peace.
Pastor Mark Elliott

Wake, Awake!
Studying a Great Lutheran Hymn
"Wake, awake, for night is flying," The watchmen on the heights are crying;
"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"
Midnight hears the welcome voices And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
"Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia!
With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is near."
Philip Nicolai (1556–1608) penned these words (LSB 516) as an addition to his meditations on all the
turmoil surrounding him. Philip Nicolai, a Lutheran pastor, was serving a congregation in Westphalia,
Germany, when a plague ravaged the area. Pastor Nicolai saw 1,300 of his parishioners lose their lives to
the devastating plague. As many as thirty interments a day were performed by Pastor Nicolai. Included in
these tragic numbers were many members of his own family. Personally and pastorally affected by these
life-changing events, Nicolai decided it best to turn his attention and that of his people to the life that is to
come in our one Lord Jesus Christ. Pastor Nicolai wrote in his Freuden-Spiegel ("Mirror of Joys"):
"There seemed to me nothing more sweet, delightful, and agreeable than the contemplation of the
noble, sublime doctrine of Eternal Life obtained through the Blood of Christ. This I allowed to dwell
in my heart day and night and searched the Scriptures as to what they revealed on this matter...Then
day by day I wrote out my meditations, found myself, thank God, wonderfully well, comforted in
heart, joyful in spirit, and truly content" (The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal, p 555).
Nicolai, refreshed by the sacred truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, sought to bring similar comfort to his
hurting people. Inspired by Matthew 25:1-13; Revelation 19:6–9; 21:22; 1 Corinthians 2:9; Ezekiel 3:17;
and Isaiah 52:8, "Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying" focuses the reader's and singer's attention on the
promises yet to be fulfilled for those who have died trusting in Jesus Christ. The Bridegroom is still
coming. We who remain in this life, preserved from pestilences and calamities, are to eagerly await the
return of Christ. And if we ever find ourselves in the midst of similar tragedies, this blessed hymn serves to
point us to what is still to come.
Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious, The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris'n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God's own Son, Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call.
At the announcement of the watchmen that the Bridegroom has returned, all of Zion bursts forth in great
joy. What joy is in the hearts of God's people at the second coming of Christ Jesus! This return of Christ
will lift us out of the gloom of sin and depression and into the joys of fellowship with God. Zion's Lord
comes down all-glorious. Her star is risen and her light has come. What festivities commence at the Advent
of our God, our Lord Jesus Christ. "We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call."
Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals' clearest tone.
Of one pearl each shining portal, Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of Thy glory;
Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!
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While mired in deep sadness and devastation, Pastor Nicolai, through meditation on God's Word, was able
to put into words a great glimpse of what waits for us in eternity. Believers in Christ and angels alike will
forever sing in the immortal choir the praises of the Lord Jesus Christ. His work of salvation is that
overwhelming and magnificent.
Even though this hymn is found in the "End Times" section of our Lutheran Service Book, the significance
of these well-crafted sentiments are needed all year round! It is true that we find ourselves even now in the
last days, seeing the signs of the end that Jesus has given in his Word (Matthew 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21).
All the more reason for us to find comfort in the words of hymns such as this one, where a brother in Christ
was able to find joy in the midst of agony and despair.
Along with "Wake, Awake" Pastor Philip Nicolai is credited with writing the Epiphany hymn "O Morning
Star, How Fair and Bright." The tunes we sing with these hymns are also of his creation. These tunes have
been considered by many to be the King and Queen of Chorales, respectively. Pastor Nicolai remained a
strong Lutheran during the rise of Calvinistic thought among Lutherans, the thought that lowered the
presence of Christ in the Lord's Supper from real presence to representation. He also played an important
role among Lutherans in speaking and writing strongly against the Counter-Reformation movement, the
push back by the Roman Catholic Church following the uprising of Martin Luther. Pastor Nicolai has
earned his place among well-remembered Lutherans. His hymns have impacted the lives of many
Christians. And we pray they will continue to do so until our Lord's great and glorious return.
A blessed Advent and Christmas to all of you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we await together
the cry of the watchmen announcing to us our dear Lord's return.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Caithamer
(Sources: The Handbook to the Lutheran Hymnal; The Encyclopedia of the Lutheran Church; The New
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledg

Let Us Pray
Upcoming surgery: Jim
Following surgery: Pastor Mark Elliott, George ,
Doug , Susan , Thelma, Millie , Lynn
-friend of Sarah
Healing and Recovery: Fran Tom , Bob
Julia , Phyllis , Barbara , Mary ,
Betty , Bob , Robin , Pam , Jean mother of Bonnie
For Successful Treatment: Joan , Juleigh , Rolph
Military: John , Jimmy, Brandon , Keidi, Christopher , Taylor, Suzzanna,

Robert

Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar

Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in
Kingston, Jamaica

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the
Kingdom of God by building
lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ,
and motivated by Grace; to
reflect Christ’s love and share
His Gospel with all.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are
invited the second Thursday of each
month to Original Pancake House for
prayers, devotion, food and
fellowship. Please
join us this month on
Thursday, December
8th, at 6:30am.

Pancake & Sausage Breakfast
Sponsored by the Men of St. John
Saturday, December 10th, 2011
8:30am - 10:30am
St. John Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall
Adult $6.00
Children 5-10 $4.00
Proceeds will support the
St. John Athletic Department

Christmas Caroling
Thursday, December 15th
6:30pm
Please come join the choirs for caroling
to our home bound members. We will
assemble in the fellowship hall at 6:15
and leave at 6:30

Sandy and Rich will celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary with an
Open House on 27 December 2011 in the Fellowship Hall.

December Event
Sun. Dec. 18

Christmas Activities
Watch bulletin and
Emails for more info

Sun. Dec. 18
4:00 p.m.

Christmas Program

ADVENT DINNERS
The youth are again hosting advent dinners between
mid week services. All are invited to come eat and
enjoy fellowship. A free-will offering will be taken
to support our youth summer events. Please
consider signing up to donate food items on the
youth board outside the church office. If you have
any questions please contact
Susan

Sunday School Christmas Program
December 18, 2011
4:00 PM
Come watch the children tell the story of
Christ „s Birth.

There are only 2-3 rehearsals for all choirs between now and Christmas. We’d love to have
you sing/ring/play with us!
Handbells
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 7:00 pm – no rehearsal December 7
Thursdays, 6:00 – 6:45 pm – no rehearsal December 15 – Carolling!
Thursdays, 6:45 – 7:30 pm – no rehearsal December 15 – Carolling!

Sunday, December 4
(Advent 2)

Handbells

8:00 service & 10:45 beginning

Wednesday, December 7

K-2 Choir

3:30 service Prelude

Sunday, December 11
(Advent 3)

Men’s Choir

8:00 service

Wednesday, December 14

Handbells

7:15 service Prelude

Sunday, December 18
(Advent 4)

Lois Irion, violin 8:00 service
Mixed Choir 10:45 service +flute & clarinet

Saturday, December 24

Handbells
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

5:00 service
7:15 service + instruments
10:00 service with extended Prelude

No rehearsals Christmas week! Handbell rehearsals with resume Wednesday, January 4, with the Alleluia Ringers to
perform on Sunday, January 8. Mixed and Men’s Choir rehearsals will resume the following Thursday, January 12.
In the course of Advent, we will be musically exploring some of the great seasonal hymns for the season.
On Advent 1, we will have played several settings of both Luther’s hymn Nun komm, der heiden Heiland (Come now,
Savior of the nations) and the Latin hymn on which he based it – Veni, Redemptor gentium. We will get to here this tune
again in an arrangement by J.S. Bach on December 18, played by Lois Irion. There will also be a splendid male quartet
arrangement of O come, O come, Emmanuel, which we will hear again on Advent 4 in an arrangement for flute and
clarinet.
For Advent 2 and 4 we will explore setting of The King shall come.
On Advent 3 we will include music based on the plainsong hymn Creator alme siderum.
On Advent 4 we will lead into Christmas with the wonderful Divinum Mysterium – Of the Father’s love begotten, in an
arrangement for Mixed Choir and clarinet. We will also commemorate the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary with a solo
setting of the gorgeous BachGounod Ave Maria.
Christmas Eve will of course have special music and choirs at all three services. We hope to have youth singing with us
for one or both of the early services. Familiar carols will form the musical basis at all three services. The 10:00 service
will be preceded by a special 15 minute vocal and instrumental Prelude.
Is there a flutist who could be available to help accompany hymns and anthems on Christmas Eve for the 5:00 and/or
7:15 service? Is there a guitarist who could be available to help with a special accompaniment for Silent Night on
Christmas Eve at the 5:00 service? Do you know of returning singers (youth and/or family) who might like to sing with
us at Christmas Eve?
Sunday, December 18 at 7:30 pm at Holy Cross Church in Champaign - BACH presents its annual Christmas
Concert. Keith will be playing organ in the orchestra!
A special thanks to all of our musicians, singers, ringers, and instrumentalists alike, who give so
much of their time and talent to the Glory of God throughout the year to enhance our worship so
magnificently!
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith

What’s happening at
School this month

The school has a full schedule for the month of December.
Some students in fifth through eighth grades will be
participating in the school’s Geography Bee at 1:45 on Friday,
December 2 and in the school’s Spelling Bee at 1:45 on Friday,
December 16. The PTF is planning its annual Ice Skating
Party from 6:00 – 8:00, on Monday, December 5, which should
be a lot of fun for school families. The school’s winter band
concert and Christmas service are scheduled for Tuesday,
December 13 at 6:30 in the school gymnasium.
All
congregation members are cordially invited to attend. The end
of the first semester is December 20. Christmas vacation is
Wednesday, December 21 through Tuesday, January 3.
Our basketball season continues with the following home
games: JV Girls and JV Boys play Trinity Bloomington here
at 1:00 and 2:00 on Saturday, December 3. JV Girls only play
Countryside at 6:00 on Tuesday, December 6. On Saturday,
December 10, Junior Varsity and Varsity Girls and Boys play
Bethel Morton here at 10:00, 11:00, 12:00, and 1:00. And then
later that same day, Varsity Girls, JV Boys, and Varsity Boys
play Good Shepherd Pekin at 3:00, 4:00, and 5:00. JV and
Varsity Girls play St. Mary’s from Bloomington here at 6:00
and 7:00 on Thursday, December 15. Come out and cheer on
our teams!

Assembly Hall Concession Stand
The 6th grade class has been invited to help sell
concessions at the U of I Assembly Hall. The Assembly
Hall will make a donation to the 8th grade Gettysburg trip
for this year’s 6th grade class each event we work. We
are blessed to have an opportunity to raise funds outside
of our church and school community and to represent
our school at such a popular venue. We are looking for
volunteers who will be able to work selected dates
alongside our parents. Sign-up is needed 10 days in
advance of all events. We will be posting event dates in
the school newsletter in the Family Involvement Hours
Opportunities section and in upcoming church
newsletters.
Assembly Hall Concession Stand – Dec 11
4:30pm – 9:30 or 10pm
Assembly Hall Concession Stand – Dec 19
4:30pm – 9:30 or 10pm
Assembly Hall Concession Stand – Dec 27
4:00pm – 9:00 or 9:30pm
If you would be interested in helping out by donating
your time to serve at an Assembly Hall Event, please
contact Monica

Don’t forget to pick up any of the following
Ram Rebate Cards in the office and get
tuition credited at the same time!!!
Arby’s $10
County Market $25/$100
Dick’s Sporting Goods $25
Goodrich Theaters $10
Gordon Food Service $25
Kohl’s $25
Marathon $25
Meijer -- $25
O’Charleys $25

Bath & Body Works $10
Michael’s $25
Monical’s $10
Panera $10
Steak n’ Shake $10
Target $25
Walgreens $25
Walmart $25

Auction Totals
A great big THANK YOU to all who generously
gave donations for the auction, to all who helped
with the auction in any way, and to those 135
generous people who attended this event. PTF received close to
$20,000 in income from the Bids for Kids auction. PTF would also
like to say a special thank you to those who baked delicious
desserts for this event. The dessert auction portion alone raised
$1,176. The auction also raised $7,270 specifically designated for
SMART Boards which will allow the school to purchase 2 for
classrooms. The PTF Board would especially like to THANK
Cindy who chaired this event and Kim who
handled a lot of the details and volunteered many hours of her
time. PTF HAPPENINGS

Promotions Going on in December
1) Cookie Dough Bonus Month – Purchase any of 10 varieties of
cookies and the school earns extra profit --- This includes those
Holiday Cookie Shapes which are popular!!! Most kinds are $14.50
per box and include 48 pre-formed balls that you just pop in the
oven. Take out what you need and you have instant cookies!!!
2) FREE trial size Mac & Cheese with any order placed
3) FREE Italian Meatballs (1lb) with $90 on-line purchase when
you enter the code: DECBONUS
4) Frequent Buyer --- this is the last month to qualify for the
Insulated Tote to be given away in January. You must purchase $40
2 times, Oct – Dec, to qualify and then you will receive the tote with
your $40 purchase in January.
The 7th Grade Class wishes to thank everyone that
has supported our Washington D.C. and Gettysburg
fundraising efforts by purchasing Fannie May Candy
Bars and Leaf Bags from our class this Fall. Your
support means a great deal. We invite you to attend
the Annual Spaghetti Dinner/Talent Show on Friday,
January 27th in the gym. More details will follow in
the January newsletter and church bulletins.

Got Talent? Do you sing, play and instrument, act, do a
comedy routine, or perform physical feats? Consider sharing
your special talent at St. John’s Talent Show on Friday,
January 27th at 7:00 p.m., immediately following the 7th grade
Spaghetti Dinner. More information coming. Get your friends
together and start practicing!

DE CE MBE R BI RTHDAYS
1 Chris
2 Joan, Kim, Ellen, Jim,
Dan
4 Paul , Marc
5 Joel
6 Jackson, Fred, Cyndy
7 Cheryl, Paul, Joyce, Holly
Lydia
8 Jim, Rick, Cindy
9 Heath, Gary, John
10 Larry, Russell, Barb
11 Mark, Jeff , Chris , Rich
12 Robert , Megan , Adam , Bob
, Charlie , Merv , Josh
13 Tom, Susan , Darrell
14 Jeff , Jenna , Linda , Paul
Lola, Al
15 Don , Carol
16 Ethan, Mark, Vicki , David
Chris, Nellie
17 Cole, Ann

DE CE MBE R
ANNI VE RSARI E S
4
9
15
18
20
21
22
24
26
27
28
29
30
31

John & Bonnie (35); Norm & Karla (12)
Timm & Patty (17)
Joel & Lauren (4)
Jim & Jackie (29)
Joe & Carla (36)
Ken & Sharon (37)
Tom & Betty (54)
Larry & Cynthia (10)
Vince & Linda (56)
Tom & Eunice (58); Elmer & Louise
(52); Chad & Janine (14); Charles & Sharon
(42); Rich & Sandy (50)
Paul & Kate (55)
Randy & Carol (38); Trent & Leah (21)
Andy & Susan (22); Luke & Hope (5)
Peter & Valerie (7)

18 Cyntha, Alberta, Aaron , Joy Lou
19 Lindsey , Gaylord , Mechell
20 Kate , Marvin , Tucker ,
Dalen , Abby
21 Eric , Ryan , Jackie , Dan ,
Robert , Grace , Ron , Dan
22 Paul , Lee , Wayne , Karen
Amanda , Linda , Christian
, Monica
23 Steve, Charlie
24 Ruby, Karla , Christy, Glenda
25
26
27
29

Christiaan , Barry, Wendy
Christian , Walt , Jessy
Eileen , Rory
Larry , Ryan , Terry , McKenzie
, Steve
30 Anna , Harold , Shirley
Hannah , Rita
31 Leo , Rachel

PLEASE notify the church office (359 -1123 or
-) if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

NOVEMBER
Sundays
Nov 6
Nov 13
Nov 20
Nov 27

8:00 Comm
242
229
265
201

Wednesdays
Nov 2
Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 30

184
181
179
162

7:15
29
37

10:45 Comm
240
176
201
150

Comm
18

28

Thanksgiving Eve, November 23rd
145

124

152
130
107
103
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Devotions & Hymn-sing

Day School
Christmas Break
Dec 21—Jan 3

Church Office
359-1123

Pastors’ Day Off

at Amber Glen at 2:30
on the 4th & 18th

4 2nd Sunday in Advent

5

Fridays
School Office
359-1714

Thu
1

10

8

8:00 Holy Communion
8:45 MOPS
(Handbells)
2:15 Moms in Touch
9:30 Sunday School
6:00 Ice Skating Party
Adult Bible Classes
10:45 Holy Communion
Ram Rebate
(Mixed Choir)
orders due
1:00 Voters Meeting
4:00 New Member Class

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees
7:00 Fellowship Board

8:25 Chapel
3:30 Evening Prayer
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Evening Prayer

6:30 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
12:30 Golden Agers
Luncheon
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

11 3rd Sunday in Advent 12

13

14

15

8:00 Holy Communion
2:15 Moms in Touch
(Men’s Choir)
9:30 Sunday School
Adult Bible Classes
Ram Rebate
10:45 Holy Communion
orders due
4:00 New Member Class

6:00 Elders
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Day School
Christmas Service
7:00 Youth Board

8:25 Chapel
6:30 Christmas
10:30 Adult Bible Class
Caroling
3:00 Market Day pickup
3:30 Evening Prayer
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Evening Prayer
(Handbells)

18 4th Sunday in Advent 19

20

21

22

6:00 Handbells

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

28

29

25 Christmas Day

26

27

10:00 Holy Communion
Church Office closed

Newsletter Deadline

There will be no
Wednesday evening
service

3
7:00 24 Hour Prayer
Vigil
1:00 Sunday School
Program Rehearsal

7

6:00 Council

2

Sat

12:30 Widow’s Group 5:30 Advent Family
6:00 Men’s Choir
Fun Night
6:45 Mixed Choir
Ram Rebate pickup

6

8:00 Holy Communion
2:15 Moms in Touch
9:30 Sunday School
Program Rehearsal
Adult Bible Classes
10:45 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
4:00 Sunday School
Christmas Program
4:00 New Member Class
LYF Fest TBA

Fri

9
Ram Rebate pickup
Market Day
orders due

16
Ram Rebate pickup

23

8:00 Handymen
8:30 Pancake& Sausage
Breakfast
1:00 Sunday School
Program Rehearsal

17
8:00 Cookie Walk
Mueller/Turza Wedding

24 Christmas Eve
5:00 Family Service
(Handbells)
7:15 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
10:00 Candelight
Service
(Men’s Choir)

30

31 New Year’s Eve
7:15 Holy Communion

