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Helping You Turn Your Holidays Into Holy Days
The day that the church has chosen to celebrate
our dear Savior’s birth is a high and “holy day” on the
church year calendar. Such a sacred day was called a
“feast day” in throughout the history of the ancient
church. For those who emphasize the sacredness of
Christmas it’s referred to as the “Feast of the Nativity of
our Lord”. For on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, or both,
you will gather with other believers to celebrate the sacred mystery of the Word made flesh who dwelt among
us. However, our secular society has largely succeeded in
downgrading this profound “holy day” so that for many it
has become little more than just another paid holiday.
There’s an unmistakable linguistic connection between these two words. Our society’s “holiday” is after
all, merely a secular contraction of the Lord’s “holy day”.
And yet there’s a vast difference between these words
and the two worlds they represent. A “holiday” has no
existential meaning to take from it. All it has to rejoice
over is a day off from work. Many view it as a day to eat
a big festive meal, followed by a nap and another round
of leftovers. The secular observance of Christmas represents little more than a brief break from the daily grind.
It contains nothing more meaningful or substantive than
that. The world’s holiday has no lasting value beyond the
day itself. This is why when Christmas is observed as a
secular holiday rather than as a sacred holy day there is
such a “let down” after Christmas is over.
The recent politically correct renaming of the day
that Christ was born as the “winter holidays” is not even
worthy of being called a “dumbed down” secular version
of the sacred, “holy day” best known as Christmas.
Whoever came up with the “winter holidays” wasn’t
pushing secularism. For this focus on winter is preChristian pagan in its origins. It’s the return to the preChristian pagan practice of observing the “winter solstice” that existed before Christianity spread across Europe. Some like Bill O’Reilly of Fox News have waged war
on those waging war in our culture against the sacred
celebration of Christ at Christmas. And yet, simply bringing back the name “Christmas” isn’t going to return Christ
to His rightful place as the reason for this season.

Christmas is yet another contraction of the historic language of Christmas that attempts to turn a meaningful sacred “holy day” into a meaningless secular holiday. For long before it was ever shortened to Christmas,
it was the “Christ Mass”. The “mass” historically refers
to the divine service that included the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper. And so worshippers attended the original
“Christ Mass” when Christmas was still about Christ. It
was the divine service that included the Eucharist that
was celebrated in conjunction with our Lord’s holy birth.
Again, this more ancient name – the Christ Mass – denotes a time when Christmas was a holy day celebrating
the birth of the Son of God, and not just another day of
overindulgence. For the celebration of “the Christ
Mass” occurred back when Christmas was still about
Christ.
Let’s talk about turning your Christmas holiday
back into a holy day. Most Christians would like to reclaim Christmas for Christ, and to turn this holiday into a
holy day. But the question becomes, “How?” Turning this
Christmas holiday back into a holy day requires spiritual
preparation. When most people think of Christmas preparation they think about shopping in stores or online. They
think about hiding gifts and wrapping them. They think
about putting up Christmas decorations and cleaning the
house for company. And they imagine cooking and baking
for the holiday. But I’m talking about Advent as spiritual
preparation for the sacred celebration of our Lord’s birth.
For if everything leading up to Christmas is tied to your
secular preparation for Christmas, then there is little
chance that your observance of Christmas is suddenly going to turn sacred.
And so, in large part, your spiritual preparation
during Advent is going to either make or break your celebration of Christmas. When I see stores set up their displays of Christmas gifts and decorations just after Halloween, I think to myself, at what point does this practice become too early? I know why stores do this, and yet my
advice to you is not to introduce Christmas into your
home too early. Advent isn’t about celebrating Christmas
early. It’s about waiting on Christmas until Christmas. For

Advent replicates the long anticipation that God’s people felt as they patiently waited by faith on all of the promises to
find their fulfillment in Jesus. For in the Old Testament God’s people waited patiently for long centuries for the Christ
to be born into our world.
In our age of instant gratification this may not immediately make sense to us. And yet, like the faithful who
have gone before us, who waited on all that God had promised, so we learn what it feels like to wait on God’s promises
by going through Advent without celebrating Christmas until Christmas comes. For waiting teaches us to walk by faith
even before we actually receive all that God has promised to us in Christ. Some don’t understand why for example we
don’t typically sing Christmas hymns during Advent, but we wait with great eagerness to be able to sing them when
Christmas finally arrives. But instead of singing them early and often, until we are already tired of them, we are overjoyed when Christmas comes and we sing them for the first time. By patiently waiting on such things during Advent, we
intensify the joy of singing them on the day that we celebrate our dear Savior’s birth.
In practical terms, how do we sanctify these days of Advent? Coming to every Advent service is a good way to
make your Christmas more special and sacred. For if you have been worshipping around the themes of Advent it will
prepare your heart and mind for the sacred celebration of Christmas. If you have never attended Advent midweek services, try it this year, and see if it doesn’t put you in the right frame of mind for Christmas. Also, make Christmas sacred
by having daily Advent devotions by yourself, or as a family. Incorporate an Advent Wreath into these devotions.
[There is a selection of these offered through Concordia Publishing House that you can order online]. Lighting the candles of the Advent Wreath is a way to convey a sacred reverence for what you are doing. Lighting the candles can signal
you and your child [or children] that this time that you have set aside for Advent devotions is a sacred moment. Allowing children to begin your devotional time by lighting the candles, and then putting them out at the end is a symbolic
way to begin and end your devotional time.
Don’t underestimate the power of ritual in worship. Liturgical movements such as lighting a candle, kneeling,
making the sign of the cross, folding your hands and bowing your head are all useful gestures to focus your attention
upon God, and to accentuate what you are doing within the context of home worship. Rituals are not bad things. We
all have rituals in our everyday lives. What things do you do repeatedly every morning? You shower, your shave, you
exercise. These are rituals. We repeat things in our lives because they are important and because they bring order to
our existence. It’s the same with our time spent with God. These liturgical actions all convey that these Advent devotions are a special time of reverence where we focus on Christ without interruption. Ritual lends both the power of
symbolism and structure to worship in the home, just as it does in the divine service at church.
My pastoral advice would be to find an Advent devotional book to read everyday during the days and weeks of
Advent. It will have a short one or two page devotion on the Advent season that explains a verse from the Bible, with
perhaps a short prayer at the end. I have arranged to make available to you, several choices in Advent devotions this
year for free. Phyllis Martin has printed two Advent Devotions offered by Lutheran Hour Ministries. The first is called,
“The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us”. The other is a book of Children’s Advent Devotions entitled, “Advent
People”. We have also purchased an Advent Devotion from Concordia Publishing House called, “Savior of the Nations”.
All three will be available on the large brown rectangular table in the lobby of the church sanctuary. Some of you will
find one that you like immediately. Others of you may want to take home more than one to try them before using
them during Advent. This is what they are for, so please take them and use them. For nothing will enrich your celebration of Christmas more than church worship during Advent combined with these Advent Devotions for use in your
home.
Wouldn’t it be great if you and your family began these family devotions during Advent and then continued this
practice throughout the year? I can’t think of a better Christmas gift to give yourself and your children this year than to
grow in your faith by beginning and then continuing individual or family devotions. I know it’s hard with so many other
things on your calendar competing for your time. And yet, to set aside sacred time for the LORD, and to make this a
priority in your life, is a giant step towards growing as a Christian. Also daily devotions encourage a regular and faithful
prayer life. And so, ask the LORD in prayer that he would prepare your heart for Christmas as only he can do. Ask him
to bless your devotional time as a family so that no other priority in your life keeps you from it. Ask the LORD to grant

you true repentance so that by seeing the awfulness of your sin, you will rejoice when Christmas finally comes and
you rejoice that you hear again that a Savior has been born to you who is Christ the LORD.
Fathers, you may feel very uncomfortable doing it at first, but the LORD wants fathers to take the lead in
encouraging the family to gather for Advent devotions. I understand that many of you have long neglected your
responsibility as the spiritual head of the family, and yet you are forgiven in Christ and can begin with a clean slate
and a fresh start. You are probably going to feel awkward, inadequate and intimidated the first few times you lead
your family or wife in these Advent Devotions. However, the best way to grow as a Christian is to put yourself into
a situation where you are leading a devotion or preparing to teach the Bible. The nice part is that with short, prewritten devotions, this is the simplest and easiest way to get past your apprehensions about leading your family.
Whether you are mom or dad, just be yourself. Talk to you kids and get your kids to talk after reading the
devotion. After you read these devotions as a family you might talk about times when you were a child and you
could hardly wait on something like opening Christmas gifts and then compare this to waiting on God’s promises to
come true in Christ. Or perhaps you can tell your child how it felt as you and their mother/father had to wait those
nine months on them to be born? Talk about a time when you thought something would never happen, but then it
did. And then tie this into the extreme waiting that was required of God’s people before they saw this promise of
the birth of Christ come true. Another thought provoking discussion can be to ask your children how the world
would be different if Jesus Christ had never be born into the world as our Savior? Or you might get your family to
discuss what it might’ve been like if Jesus had been born into our times and our culture?
Here is a simple and brief devotional format. Open with the invocation and sing a verse of “O Come, O
Come, Emmanuel” while an assigned member of the family lights of the Advent candle[s]. Then have someone in
the family read the Bible verse at the top of the devotional page. Then read the devotion. Ask a few questions to
involve others. Pray the prayer given within the devotion. Then say a prayer where each family member offers a
brief prayed petition followed by the refrain “Lord in your mercy” with the other members of the family responding, “Hear our prayer”. Then close by singing an Advent hymn followed by Luther’s evening prayer from the Small
Catechism. Of course, there are more complicated and less complicated formats that these Advent Devotions can
take. The important thing isn’t how long or complex these devotions are, but that you do them with regularity.
This will turn the holiday we call Christmas back into the holy day that it was intended to be.
Praying that you will have Advent Devotions this year,
Pastor Mark Elliott

Men's Prayer Breakfast Time Change!!!
Attention all men! The Men's Prayer Breakfast will begin at 7:00am (no longer at
6:30am). Pastor Caithamer is leading this
group on the second Thursday of every
month at this new time at the Original Pancake House on Springfield Avenue, a stone's
throw from the church. All
men are welcome and we
hope this new time will accommodate more schedules!

LIFELIGHT returns early next year with classes
beginning Wednesday, January 8, and Thursday,
January 9. We'll be studying I and 2 Kings. In these
books, with major biblical figures like Solomon and
Elijah, we'll be looking at the clash between light and
darkness, between faithfulness and idolatry. For
more information, contact Steve, Eunice or Matt.
Look for our sign-up table in the overflow Sunday
mornings beginning in mid-December.

Of the Father's Love Begotten
A Poem from Antiquity
Of the thirty-six hymns listed in our current hymnal, Lutheran Service Book (LSB), none date as far back as a favorite of many: Of the Father's Love Begotten. This great hymn of the Nativity was initially written as a poem by
Aurelius Prudentius. Prudentius was a citizen of the Roman Empire during the 4th and 5th centuries AD. Prudentius was born in 348 and died in 413. His place of birth was in the northern region of Spain.
Aurelius was born into a wealthy, Christian family. As a member of the more privileged class, Prudentius received an excellent education. His studies focused on the law and he advanced to become a judge of in regional
courts. Prudentius also worked for the public as a governor of his home province on two different occasions.
The pinnacle of his public career came when he was appointed to serve in office under Emperor Theodosius.
Even such a stellar career in public service could not keep his conscience at bay. At age 57, overwhelmed by his
memories of his reckless youth and troublesome early adulthood, Prudentius committed himself to service in the
Church. He resigned from all public positions and confined himself to a monastery where he would go on to
write dozens of poems for the benefit of the Church, fourteen of which are included in the collection called Liber
Cathemerinon and fourteen others in the collection known as Liber Peristephanon. Included in the first of these
collections was the poem he entitled Of the Father's Love Begotten.
Of the nine original stanzas in this poem, five are included in LSB 384. The first two verses lend especially to the
Church's battle against heresies that had arisen early on regarding the personhood of Jesus Christ. In support of
the Church's belief that Jesus Christ was fully God and fully man, Prudentius wrote these words:
Of the Father's love begotten Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been, And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world's Redeemer, First revealed His sacred face
Evermore and evermore.
In the third stanza included in our hymnal, Prudentius helps Christians of all times and places perceive Jesus
Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Testament. Old and New Testaments are permanently linked in Jesus; neither
can be properly read or understood without the other.
This is He whom seers in old time Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets Promised in their faithful word.
Now he shines, the long-expected; Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.
Always in the hearts and on the lips of the Church is the desire for all of God's creation to recognize his work of
salvation and redemption in Jesus Christ. The same sentiment is reflected in the regular words of the liturgical
Hymn of Praise, This Is the Feast: "Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation" (LSB 155).
The fourth verse in LSB illumines the point that all of heaven recognizes the miracle of the Incarnation and Nativity of the Christ and that all of the earth's powers shall join in the great hymn to the Word made flesh.
O ye heights of heaven, adore Him; Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Powers, dominions, bow before Him And extol our God and King.
Let no tongue on earth be silent, Every voice in concert ring
Evermore and evermore.

One cannot help but to think of the earliest Christian hymn from Philippians 2:10-11, where the apostle Paul
writes, "...At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."
Concluding the hymn in Lutheran Service Book is also the concluding verse from the original poem. It is quite
appropriately a doxology, a word concerning the glory of the Triune God and the rightful place of Jesus Christ
as the only begotten Son of God.
Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion, And eternal victory
Evermore and evermore.
With such majestic words (even after translation into English!) concerning the full humanity and full deity of
Jesus Christ, it is clear to see why the Church has clutched to this poem and hymn for over fifteen centuries and
continues to do so! We rejoice with our brother in Christ, Aurelius Prudentius, in the truth of Christmas, that
the Son of God, the only-begotten Son of the Father, has taken on mere human flesh, our very nature, for the
purpose of our forgiveness of sin and the salvation of our souls.
God's richest blessings to you this Christmas as you hear this great hymn and the many others that testify to
the unshakable truth that Jesus Christ is "the Savior of our race...the world's Redeemer" who has graciously
revealed to all sinners "His sacred face." Evermore and evermore!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Hospitalized: Luke -2 year old son of school family Matt & Kylene
For Peace and Comfort: Angie & Jeremy and family at the death of Angie’s
mother Jane , John & Charlene and family at the death of John’s father David.
Healing and Recovery: Laura, George, Bud, Jenna, Lois, Leona, Judy & Russell
For Prenatal Care and Healing: Erin
For Successful Treatment: Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe daughter-in-law, Amalia family friend of Karina , Don -father of Tamara
Military: Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Mark your calendar
for the Golden Agers
Luncheon on
December 12 at 12:30
p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring a dish to
share with the
group. We hope to
have a big crowd this
year and hope you'll
plan to join us.

Invitation to all St. John members:
You are invited to an 80th Birthday Open
House for C. Robert. Please help us celebrate on November 30,2013 2p-5p at
3207 Valleybrook Dr., Champaign.
Hosted by: Bob, Lisa, James, David, and
Annmarie

Help is needed to decorate the church
for the Christmas season. Please come
and lend a hand on Saturday December
7th, 9am-11am.

Advent Dinners

The youth are again hosting advent dinners between
midweek services. All are invited to come eat and enjoy fellowship. A free-will offering will be taken to
support our Servant Events this summer. Please consider signing up to donate food items. Sign-ups are on
the youth board. Thank you!
Menu and Serving Information
December 4- Chili/ High School

December 11-Sloppy Joes and cheesy
potatoes/ High School

FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT
Save the date: Friday, December 6th, 5:30-7:30. Supper will be provided. We
will sing Christmas Carols,
make family Christmas
crafts and more. Please,
please sign up on the bulletin board across from the
Fellowship Hall so we can
plan accordingly.

It’s time to think about Christmas Cookies—
recipes, baking, EATING!! The LWML Christmas
Cookie Walk is scheduled for Saturday, December 7.
The major fund raising effort of the year, LWML donates the profits to local, national and international
agencies in need of assistance. Please help us out by
making/donating cookies and
then coming to purchase them for your
Christmas
parties.

Touching Hearts
We are assembling care packages for our
church’s shut-in/homebound members. Please
join us for either or both components: On Dec. 4
at 9:30 a.m., we will assemble the care packages
in the fellowship hall. On Dec. 13 at 1 p.m., we
will meet in the front parking lot to deliver care
packages to the shut-ins and homebound members. Please join us! Questions? Contact Traci

December 18-Tacos/ J. High School

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

December Events
Sunday, December 15
5:00—7:00 pm

LYF Fest: Christmas Party
All youth are invited to join us for a Christmas party! We will meet in the Fellowship Hall for a pizza party and a $5 gift exchange. High school youth
bring a gift for another high school youth. Jr. high girls bring a girl gift for and
Jr. high boys bring a boy gift. Sign-up on the youth board.

On Sunday, December 8th, prepare to be touched by the true grift of Christmas!
Peace Lutheran Church of Thomasboro is excited to celebrate and share the
Good News of Christ’s birth through the performance of a live, Outdoor Nativity Pageant. Come by anytime between 4:00 and 7:00pm to see the Pageant and
be sure to take part in the free food, drinks, and children’s activities inside the
church. From U.S. Route 45, turn West into Thomasboro and follow the roadside luminaries to 200 West Arnold St.

Use of the church kitchen and coffee bar.
It is a great privilege to have such a nice area for all of
our groups to use. When you use the kitchen or coffee
bar, please be aware that there is no one who comes in
and cleans these areas or equipment; it is the responsibility of the group or person using them. Thank You to
everyone who already leaves these areas clean and
ready for use. Unfortunately, some are not cleaning up
after themselves or returning used items in a timely
manner.
Please, bring back coffee pots and condiments used in
other areas of the church after your event or activity,
empty any coffee left from the pots, rinse and put your
pots back in the racks, dump used coffee grinds from
the machine, and clean and put away dishes after use.
Also, if you bring in items to use at an event, please be
sure to take them home after your event is over.
Please be respectful of the many other groups that
share these areas by leaving the equipment and areas
clean and ready to use.

VOLUNTEERS FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IN
POLAND
There are 40 churches in Poland right now who
would like to have a Vacation Bible School. There
is at least one group, out of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Bloomington, that I know of who takes a
group each July. Before Communism, Poland
boasted huge cathedrals in which thousands worshiped. Currently these huge cathedrals have only
100 or less worshiping in each. Most of the children attending this VBS are not members of a
church! All need to hear the Gospel. We will be
using Concordia Publishing House VBS materials.
We would be gone 12 days in mid July, 2014, with
a cost of about $2,400 to each volunteer going. I
am planning to take a second group to a second
church. This group has been approved by our District’s Rev. Joel Cluver. Airline tickets need to be
purchased in January 2014, so I will need to know
if I have a group by December, 2013. If you can’t
go in 2014 but possibly can in 2015, let me know
this too please.
In Christ, Karen

Music Notes
Our adult choirs are in the swing of things, and the full schedule is both listed below and available on
our website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Thanks to all who helped with our musical leadership in November – the Sycamore Brass, led by Sal
Percoco; our own “in-house” Brass Ensemble; flutist Hope Scheele, pianist Randy Torbeck; violinist Lois
Irion; and our singing and ringing choirs. Your talents are always welcome.
It’s a New Year – Advent begins and guides toward Christmas!
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Alleluia Ringers
Rehearsals Wednesdays December 4, December 11, and December 18 from 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Ringers will ring in church at the Prelude at the 7:15 pm service on December 4, on Sunday December 8,
and at the 5:00 service on Christmas Eve.
Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Men’s Choir
Rehearsals Thursdays December 5, December 12, and December 19 from 6:00 – 6:30 pm.
Men’s Choir will sing in church at the 10:45 service on December 1, the 10:45 service on December 8, and
at the 10:00 pm service on Christmas Eve.
Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 7:00 pm
Instrumentalists
Rehearsals Thursdays December 5, December 12 and December 19 from 6:30 – 7:00 pm.
Instrumentalists will perform on Christmas Eve at the 7:15 pm service, and on Christmas morning at the
10:00 service.
Thursdays from 7:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Mixed Choir
Rehearsals Thursdays December 5, December 12, and December 19 from 7:00 – 7:30 pm.
Mixed Choir will sing at the 10:45 service on December 8, the 10:45 service on December 22, and the 5:00
service on Christmas Eve.
We have lots of special and beautiful music planned for the entire month, as we prepare ourselves in heart
and mind to go “even unto Bethlehem.” Please join us!
Christmas Eve will be filled with familiar carols and joyous songs, and brass players will be joining us at the
7:15 pm service for the first time in many years.
Christmas morning will also be musically special. Join us and bring your friends and family!
Choir rehearsals will resume the week of January 6.

PTF News...

Parent Teacher Fellowship

ICE SKATING PARTY

December
Sales

PTF invites you to join us for a fun evening of
skating and Christian Fellowship at the U of I Ice
Orders due: Friday, Dec. 13
Arena at 406 E. Armory in Champaign.
Pick up: Wed., Dec. 18 @ 3-4:00 pm
MONDAY
Please support our school and purchase Market Day!
Order forms will be on the Narthex table. To order you
December 2
can call Kollin or go online at www.marketday.com .
6-8pm
FREE Admission
Promotions this Month
& Skate Rental
FREE 7 oz. sample of Kraft Mac & Cheese with every
Bring a snack to share. PTF will provide drinks. Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Shopping for Christmas?
Buy Ram

Rebate Gift

Cards before you shop or just give
your loved ones the perfect gift—a
gift card to their favorite store!

Order Dates:

purchase
FREE Pork Tenderloin with $90 online purchase
(promo code DECBONUS)
NEW CUSTOMERS receive a $5 discount when you
spend $25 (first time buyers, online only, promo
code NEWFIVE)
December Cookie Dough Sale
*Watch for more information about ordering cookie dough to
support the 7th Grade Class in their fundraising efforts for
their trip to Washington D.C. in Fall, 2014.

Hats, Mittens, Gloves, and
Scarves Drive

December 2, 9, 16
Please have orders for gift cards placed online or in the
school office by 11 am on the above Mondays. Orders
will be available for pick up in the school office the following Friday or contact Leah .

Box Tops for Education
The Cubs Vs. Cards Box Top Contest
Earned $1180! Thanks you for participating!

Keep Clipping!
***While shopping online for the holidays you can also earn
cash for the school by going through the Box Tops for Education website (BTFE.com). Just sign up to support "ST JOHN
LUTHERAN PTF" at BTFE.com.

This holiday season the PTF is collecting
new hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves of all
sizes. Donations can be brought to the
Fellowship Hall and placed on and around
the Christmas tree. All donations will be
taken to Empty Tomb and distributed to
needy kids and parents in the community
during a Christmas Giveaway on Dec. 13/14.
Donations are due by December 11, 2013

We wish you a very Merry Christmas!

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Chris
Joan, Kim, Ellen
Paul
Joel
Jackson, Jesse, Cyndy
Cheryl, Paul, Joyce, Holly, Lydia
Jim, Rick, Cindy, Jeanette
Heath, Gary, John
Larry, Russell, Barb
Mark , Jeff, Miles, Chris, Rich
Robert, Megan, Adam, Natalie,, Charlie, Merv, Josh
Tom, Emily, Susan, Darrell
Jeff, Jenna, Linda, Paul , Lola
Don , Carol
Ethan , Mark, Vicki, David, Chris, Nellie
Cole, Ann
Cyntha, Alberta, Aaron, Joy
Lindsey, Gaylord, Mechell
Kelsi, Kate, Marvin, Tucker, Abby, Neal, Dee
Eric, Ryan, Dan, C. Robert , Grace, Dan
Paul, Lee, Wayne , Karen, Amanda, Linda, Christian,
Monica

23
24
25
26
27
29
30
31

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
4
8
9
15
17
18
21
22
24
26
27

John & Bonnie (37); Norm & Karla (14)
Jim & Jennifer (1)
Timm & Patty (19)
Joel & Lauren (6)
Andrew & Natalie (2)
Jim & Jackie (31)
Ken & Sharon (39); David & Debra (11)
Tom & Betty (56), Michael & Britta (1)
Larry & Cynthia (12)
Vince & Linda (58)
Tom & Eunice (60); Elmer & Louise (54); Charles & Sharon
(44); Rich & Sandy (52)
28 Paul & Kate (57)
29 Trent & Leah (23)
30 Andy & Susan (24); Luke & Hope (7)

Steve, Charlie
Ellie, Ruby, Karla, Christy, Glenda
Christiaan, Barry, Wendy
Christian, Walt, Jessy
Eileen, Rory
Larry , Ryan , Terry, McKenzie
Anna, Harold, Shirley, Zowie
Natalie, Leo, Rachel

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

NOVEMBER
Sundays
Nov 3
Nov 10
Nov 17
Nov 24

8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm
237
234
237
219

192
173
177
158

Wednesdays
7:15
Comm
Nov 6
36
28
Nov 13
33
25
Nov 20
45
31
Thanksgiving Eve, Nov. 27
n/a
n/a

150
151
203
165

133
124
146
120

2013
Sun
1

Mon
2

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)

Tue

Wed

Thu

4

5

6

7

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:08 Chapel
9:30 Touching Hearts
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Instrumentalists
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Family Advent
Night

9:00 LWML Cookie
Walk
9:00 Church Decorating

13

14

9

10

11

12

8:00 Holy Communion
(Handbells)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 1st & 2nd Grade
Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:08 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Advent Service

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
12:30 Golden Agers
Luncheon
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

15

16

17

18

19

8:00 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
4:00 Sunday School
Christmas Program
5:00 LYF Party

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:08 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

6:00 Instrumentalists
6:30 Men’s Choir
7:00 Mixed Choir

22

23

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

26

5:00 Family Service
7:15 Holy Communion
10:00 Candlelight
Service
Church Office closes
at noon

10:00 Holy Communion

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)

29
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

30

Sat

3

8

New Member Sunday

Fri

31

New Year’s Eve

10:30 Adult Bible Class
7:15 Holy Communion

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen on the
8th & 22nd at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

8:00 Handymen
Market Day
orders due

20

21

27

28

