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How Does A Christian Prepare For Christmas?
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her
hard service has been completed, that her sin has
been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s
hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling:
“In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make
straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will
be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For
the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” A voice says,
“Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All men are
like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the
field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because
the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the
people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers
fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” You
who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high
mountain. You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be
afraid; say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!”
Isaiah 40:1-9

Early in its history the Church included Advent as
that time in the church year that Christians used to
prepare for Christmas. A big part of this preparation
deals with human pride. People in their spiritual
pride are unimpressed that God so loved the world
that he sent his only-begotten Son. Unless people
first understand their sin, they will never understand
God’s reasons for sending them a Savior. John the
Baptist preceded Christ like the law must precede the
gospel. John prepared the people by showing them
their need for a Savior by preaching the law to them.
John quoted Isaiah 40, declaring that he was a voice in
the desert preparing the way for the Lord.

Isaiah 40 sounds a bit like road construction in Illinois, what with raising the grade of valleys and lowering mountains in order to make a highway for our
God. Only Isaiah uses the metaphor of road construction to describe what God must do within the human
spirit to prepare us for Christmas. In Isaiah 40,
mountains are synonymous with pride, and valleys
with despair. God first lowers human pride using the
law, and then raises the human spirit by holding out
the hope of the gospel. Christians prepare for the hoAre you prepared for Christmas? I don’t mean do you ly day of celebrating Christ’s birth, through applying
have all of your shopping done or your tree up yet. I the law and the gospel to themselves. Advent takes
mean are you prepared to receive again the good news the believer through this important law/gospel cycle,
that Christ the Savior is born? What should a Chris- which God calls repentance.
tian be doing during the month of December leading
up to Christmas? Typically we are all very busy from Isaiah 40 applies law by reminding us that human life
now until Christmas. Often we are too busy to spirit- is fleeting and frail like the flowers and grass which
ually prepare. It’s not so much what we’re doing, but are here today and gone tomorrow. But then it apit’s the extent to which we’re doing it. We spend so
plies the gospel by predicting the birth of Jesus saying,
much time shopping or become so involved in social “Don’t be afraid, here is your God!” In all your other
engagements during the month of December that we Christmas preparations, don’t forget to prepare yourexperience more Christmas burnout than Christmas
selves spiritually. Use Advent worship and Advent
blessing. Christians need to be aware that there is a
devotions as a time to prepare for Christmas.
difference between Christmas as a holy day, and
Christmas as a holiday. It’s okay to hang lights, deco- Merry Christmas,
rate, and make preparations for the holiday. But as
Christians we also want to prepare for this most holy Pastor Mark Elliott
day.

Through the Lens of Christ
Isaiah 7:14
Following his resurrection from the dead, Jesus appeared to
two disciples on the road to Emmaus, but he kept his identity
from them hidden. As a result, Jesus was able to teach them
thoroughly from the Scriptures themselves. It is as St. Luke
records: "And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself" (24:27).
While they still did not recognize the man as Jesus, these
two disciples were educated in the Old Testament scriptures
through the lens of Jesus Christ. Jesus taught them how to
read and interpret God's Word in light of the events of his
suffering, death, and resurrection. Jesus Christ became for
them and is for us the key to understanding all of the Holy
Scriptures.

to Mary of Nazareth, a young, virgin girl, betrothed to a man
named Joseph. Gabriel was sent by God to announce the
fulfilling of Isaiah's prophecy over 700 years before. "Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus" (Luke 1:30-31). Gabriel would
be sent to inform Joseph of the news, too, leading Matthew
to alert his audience to the fulfilled prophecy: "All this took
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
'Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall call his name Immanuel'" (Matthew 1:22-23).

The prophecy from Isaiah 7:14 is one of the clearest examples of Jesus being the fulfillment of Old Testament Scripture. Every event in Israel's history is building and leading up
to the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He
One of the Old Testament passages we hear often during
is the one they have called "Immanuel" which means "God
this Christmas season of the year is the reading from Isaiah
with us." Jesus is the living, breathing embodiment of all the
chapter 7, primarily verse 14. The unbelieving King Ahaz is
Old Testament Scriptures that point ahead to the coming
commanded by God to ask God for a sign. Ahaz refuses,
Christ. In Jesus, God does truly dwell with his people. God
quoting the Scriptures that it is not lawful for anyone to test
has become man for the sake of man and for man's redempGod or ask him for a sign. In the face of such insolence, God tion from sin, death, and the power of the devil.
gives Ahaz a sign anyway. "Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel."
What a momentous occasion that most assuredly would have
been for Mary, young virgin girl of Nazareth. The longKing Ahaz would not even begin to believe that a virgin could awaited Messiah, the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy and othconceive and bear a son apart from the normal way such
ers like it, would be her son. She would be the virgin spoken
things take place. That part of the sign he would overlook.
of to King Ahaz, and her son would be Immanuel. And he
The rest is what God really wished for him to know. Before
would be the God-man who would save all people from sin.
the time came for this son to grow up and judge for himself
Jesus is God's answer to all of history. He is the fulfillment of
between good and evil, the fears that Ahaz had that he alall the promises made to God's people of long ago. And he
lowed to drive him away from trusting in God would be gone. is the only Savior of the nations, Savior of the world.
God would once again care for his people, despite their unbelieving king, and deliver them from their enemy.
We have so much to celebrate this Christmas season! And
we especially rejoice that God has kept all of his promises in
That part of the prophecy would find its fulfillment within the
Jesus. God's peace to you as you reflect upon these truths
lifetime of King Ahaz. But the fulfillment of the first part of
and the revelation that Jesus Christ was born for Mary, for
that headlining prophecy would take more time. Enter the
Isaiah, for all, for you!
ever-familiar Christmas story. During the six month of Elizabeth's pregnancy with John, the angel Gabriel made his visit Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Peace and Comfort: Rod & Anne and family at the death of
Rod’s daughter Kara, Bill & Kathy and family at the death of
Kathy’s mother Wilma
Following Surgery: Edna
Hospitalized: Ellie
Healing and Recovery: Elmer Jr., Dorothy , Lucille , Pat ,
Tom , Andrew -brother-in-law of Patty , Marie -aunt of Karina
For Successful Treatment: Joe , Lea , Mary , Nancy , Maxine , Jeff

For Safe Travel: Jim traveling to Haiti on a medical mission
trip
Military: Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Luke , Jim , Zachary , Brandon , Christopher , Taylor , Suzzanna , Robert , Ben , Allyson ,
Tom

Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

Recently our church found out that former member, Jack Pullen, passed away on August 12,
2014. His wife, Norma, resides in Ohio. If anyone would like to send her a card, her address is
in the printed newsletter
There will be a Family Advent Night on Friday, December 5. Activities, pizza and fellowship for families with children 3 years old through 5th grade. A signup sheet will be in the
hall way near the Fellowship Hall so that we know how many to plan for.
Advent and Christmas will soon be here. The Children’s Sunday School Christmas Program will
be on Sunday, December 14. Plan your schedules that your children may attend. The last two
rehearsals will be Nov. 30th & Dec 7th during the Sunday school hour.

It's that time again!! Time to sign up for the Advent dinners.
The High School youth will be serving Chili December 3rd and Tacos December 10th. The Junior youth will
be serving sloppy joes and cheesy potatoes December 17. Please help us out by signing up to bring food for
the dinners. If you have any questions, please contact Susan . Thank you!

Mary-Martha's Christmas Luncheon will be on Wednesday, December 10th at 12:20 in the
Fellowship Hall. Mark you calendar's and plan to attend. All members of the church are
welcome to join in the fellowship and bring a dish to share.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each month to Original Pancake
House for food and fellowship, and devotion and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us
this month on Thursday, December 11th, at 7:00am.
Reading Buddies will meet Tuesday, December 9, at 1:00pm.

St. John PTF is collecting hats, gloves, mittens & scarves. Please place your donations on the
Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall. Collection will end Dec. 10.

Don't forget to direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars. Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent
Choice program can help support organizations you care about. Don't let your designated Choice Dollars expire. Eligible Thrivent Financial members, please go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-8474836 and say "Thrivent
Choice" after the prompt. So far this year $1,848 has been directed to St. John Lutheran Church and $4,277 to St.
John Lutheran School! Thank you for your support. Ronda , Congregational Advocate

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Youth News
Thank you to all the youth who joined us for the Rake n Run and hot dog roast. With your help, we were able to clean
seven yards!! Thank you also to those of you who helped sell the Enjoy the City fundraiser books. We were able to sell
77 book!! Great job.
Don't forget to help serve and clean up for Advent Dinners. They are Dec 3, 10, and 17. High School youth are
assigned to the first two and Junior High to the last. We need help starting at 3:30. Watch your email for more
information.
Our December Life Fest event will be a Christmas party. It will be on December 14 and will start after the Sunday
School Christmas program. Exact time will be sent in a future email. Plan to bring an age appropriate gender neutral
gift to share with another. The cost should be no more than $10.
If you are not receiving emails from the Youth Board and would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact
Donna . If you are responding to the Youth Board email and not getting a response from me, please send an email to
the above address. I have been receiving some, but others I have not.

High School Servant Event 2015
The High School Youth (those youth who have completed their freshman year of high school and older) are invited to
attend the Cross Training Servant Event in Weston, WI. We will leave the afternoon of Friday, June 19, after VBS, and
return either Friday, June 26 or Saturday, June 27. Below is a description of the event.
Cross Training participants will have the opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ by changing people’s
hearts and serving in a local community. They will fix up lower income homes in the process building relationships with
the homeowners sharing their faith in Christ. They will also be working with local ministry partners such as the Salvation
Army, feeding the homeless and renovating the facility, The Tyler’s Home (respite house) working with children/
students with disabilities and making renovations to the facility, Forest Park Village, an elderly living community, participants will assist in deep cleaning apartments as well as facility improvements. Lastly The Neighbor’s Place, which was
started by area churches to assist those in need, by providing them training and assistance with all their needs. Participants will deliver furniture to those in need, pick up donated items, work in the community garden as well as assist in
facility upkeep. Participants will also have dinner and bowl with adults with disabilities in a night of fellowship, fun, and
worship!
Registration forms can be found in the youth box outside the church office or see Dan or Faith Block. Registration is
due Sunday, January 11. Youth are asked to pay a total of $100 for the event. $50 is due at registration and $50 due
the beginning of May.

Ram Rebate
Orders will be taken weekly until Christmas break! Order
Dec. 1, 8 and 15. Pick up Dec. 5, 12 and 19. Ram Rebate gift
cards make perfect Christmas Gifts!
Order gift cards through Ram Rebate and designate where
you want your rebate to go! Visit www.shopwithscrip.com
for a complete list of vendors or stop by the school office.
Order eCards, reload existing cards, access your PrestoPay
account, and redeem directly from your smart phone on
www.myscripwallet.com.

Place your Market Day orders by Friday, Dec. 12 at 3 pm in
the school office or 11 pm online. Orders can be picked up
on Wednesday, Dec. 17 from 3-4 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

St. John Ice Skating Party
The annual Ice Skating Party will be held at the U of I Ice
Arena on Monday, Dec. 1 from 6-8 pm. Popcorn and drinks
provided by PTF.

Music Notes
I write this just before Thanksgiving, which is perfectly appropriate, as I have been even more grateful than
ever this year. Thanks to all the singers, ringers and instrumentalists who continue to enliven our worship
week after week. Thanks to the congregation for their enthusiastic singing and support of all our musicians.
Thanks to our Pastors for their spiritual and musical leadership as well.
We have lots of special music planned for Advent.
Advent 1 (11.30) Bach Chorales and Chorale Preludes
Advent 2 (12.7) Two choirs (Alleluia Ringers at 8:00; Mixed Choir at 10:45),two flutes, two percussionists!
Advent 3 (12.14) The Men’s choir will sing an arrangement by yours truly of the lovely 16 th century Motet
“Rejoice in the Lord alway” at 8:00, and there will be a special duet based on “Nun komm, der heiden
Heiland” at 10:45.
Advent 4 (12.21) Violinist Lois will be joining me at the 8:00 service and the Mixed Choir will sing music in
honor of the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary.
Christmas Eve will also have lots of beautiful and familiar music, as well as some new things as well.
Alleluia Ringers will ring at the 5:00 Family Service. Brass will be playing before the 7:15 service, and the
Mixed Choir will sing during it. The 10:00 will again be our Lessons and Carols service with the Men’s Choir.
Change alert- For several years we have been rotating the settings of the Divine Service on a weekly basis.
For Advent, we will be using Divine Service 4 on all 4 Sundays, as well as for the two Sundays of Christmastide. This will allow us to use some hymn- and carol-based settings of the Ordinary (Kyrie, Sanctus, Agnus
Dei & Post-Communion.) For Epiphany and the following Sundays we will be using Divine Service 2. It has
been suggested that perhaps using the same service for several weeks in a row could help teach these services to children, and also might it easier for newcomers to “get the hang of things.” We will be reviewing
this and welcome your thoughts!
Sunday, November 30

10:45 Mixed Choir

Wednesday, December 3

7:30

Sunday, December 7
Flutes & Percussion!

8:00 Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)
10:45 School 4-8 Choir Prelude
Alleluia Ringers (1st hymn)
Mixed Choir

Wednesday, December 10

3:30

School 4-8 Choir

Sunday, December 14

8:00

Men’s Choir

Sunday, December 21

10:45 Mixed Choir

Alleluia Ringers – Prelude

Soli Deo Gloria Keith Williams

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Chris
Joan , Kim , Ellen
Paul
Joel
Jackson , Jesse , Cyndy
Cheryl , Paul , Joyce , Holly , Lydia
Jim , Rick , Cindy , Jeanette
Heath , Penelope , Gary
Larry , Russell , Barb
Mark , Jeff , Miles
Robert , Megan , Adam , Natalie , Bob , Charlie ,
Merv , Josh
Tom , Emily , Susan , Darrell
Jeff , Jenna , Linda , Paul , Lola
Carol
Ethan , Mark , Vicki , David , Chris , Nellie
Cole , Ann
Cyntha , Alberta , Joy Lou
Lindsey , Gaylord , Mechell
Kelsi , Kate , Marvin , Tucker , Abby , Neal , Dee
Eric Berg, Ryan Johnson, Dan Leasure, C. Robert ,

22
23
24
25
26
27
29
30
31

Dan
Paul , Lee , Wayne , , Karen , Amanda , Christian ,
Steve , Charlie
Ellie , Ruby , Karla , Christy , Glenda
Barry , Wendy
Christian , Walt , Jessy
Eileen , Rory
Larry , Ryan Greg, Terry , McKenzie
Anna , Harold , Shirley , Zowie , Evangeline , Lauren
Natalie , Leo , Rachel

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 ) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
4
8
9
15
17
18
21
22
24
26
27

John & Bonnie (38); Norm & Karla (15)
Jim & Jennifer (2)
Timm & Patty (20)
Joel & Lauren (7)
Andrew & Natalie (3)
Jim & Jackie (32)
Ken & Sharon (40); David & Debra (12)
Tom & Betty (57), Michael & Britta (2)
Larry & Cynthia (13)
Vince & Linda (59)
Tom & Eunice (61); Elmer & Louise (55); Charles & Sharon
(45)
28 Paul & Kate (58)
29 Trent & Leah (24)
30 Andy & Susan (25); Luke & Hope (8)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

NOVEMBER
Sundays
Nov 2
Nov 9
Nov 16
Nov 23
Nov 30
Wednesdays
Nov 5
Nov 12
Nov 19

8:00
184
202
162
195
7:15
37
26
22

Comm
150
176
128
163
Comm
25
15
18

Thanksgiving Eve, Nov. 26
n/a
n/a

10:45 Comm
170
130
135
128

117
95
105
100

2014
Sun
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen on the

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

5

6:00 Ice Skating Party

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service (A.R.)

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Advent Family
Night

14th & 28th at 2:30pm
Ram Rebate
orders due

8

9

10

11

8:00 Holy Communion (A.R.)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (Mx.C.)
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
12:20 Mary Martha Luncheon
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

14 3rd Sunday in Advent

15

16

17

18

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (Mx.C.)
12:00 Brass Rehearsal
4:00 Sunday School
Christmas Program
5:00 Youth Event

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council
6:30 Day School
Christmas Program

8:05 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

21 4th Sunday in Advent

22

23

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day

10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism

5:00 Family Service (A.R.)
7:15 Holy Communion
(Mx.C. & Brass)
10:00 Candlelight Service (M.C.)

10:00 Holy Communion

28
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate
orders due

Ram Rebate
orders due

Newsletter Deadline
Day School Christmas
break begins

29

31 New Year’s Eve

10:30 Adult Bible Class

7:15 Holy Communion

6

12

13
8:00 Handymen

Ram Rebate pickup
Market Day
orders due

19

Church Office
closes at noon

30

Sat

Ram Rebate pickup

7 2nd Sunday in Advent

8:00 Holy Communion (M.C.)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
12:00 Brass Rehearsal

Fri

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

20

Ram Rebate pickup

26

27

