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Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas
By focusing on faith over feeling
Susan and I watch Hallmark movies together, and right
now they’re all Christmas themed. A reoccurring holiday
theme within all of these Christmas Hallmark movies is to
help some character(s) in the movie emotionally reconnect with the spirit of the season. The resounding message within each of these storylines is that Christmas is a desirable feeling that is helped along by equal parts of homemade Christmas cookies, family gatherings, mistletoe romances, and involving ourselves in important Christmas
causes. To assist the viewer get into the Christmas spirit,
Hallmark Christmases are filled with all kinds of holiday ambience in the form of soft snowfall, Christmas lights, Gingerbread cookies, tree ornaments, and the like. While the plots
have some variance, their single overarching assumption
is that Christmas is a mood. A mood that is ignited within
us by the things associated with Christmas.
Now much of what Hallmark Christmas movies are about
is wholesome. And while none of it is bad per se, this Hallmark version of Christmas can be misleading. For it falls
short of capturing the true Christ-filled message and meaning of Christmas. If you truly want to have yourself a merry
little Christmas, then have it by focusing on Christmas faith
over Christmas feeling. For the content of our faith is joyous and certain in that Christ the Lord was born of Mary
who has come into the world to save us. This is the biblical Christmas fact that our Christmas faith is based on.
While Christmas feelings are elusive and soon fade into
the blues and blahs of January. The answer to celebrating
Christmas is not to see how long we can prolong the mood of
Christmas. But it is to ponder all year long the content of a
faith that was first brought to us at Christmas wrapped in
swaddling clothes and found lying in a manger.
We all like to be happy, and we all enjoy the feelings that
often accompany happiness around Christmastime. There’s
nothing wrong with that. That is unless we start making our
personal happiness at Christmas more important than our
relationship with God. Or until we begin using our Christmas feelings – or lack of them -- as a barometer to determine God’s feelings for us. Then feelings can become very
detrimental to our Christmas and to our faith. Here’s what I
mean. Christians are undeservedly loved by God. This is
what we Christians celebrate at Christmas. God is love.
And love came down at Christmas. Love became incarnate when God sent His eternally begotten Son into our
world as a baby to save us. This is the content of our Christian faith that brings us Christmas joy not only at Christmas

but also throughout the year.
But what happens when believing this is not enough?
What happens when we Christians aren’t happy and our
feelings attempt to convince us that God is not happy
with us? What if we try, but just cannot generate enough
feelings of good cheer at Christmastime? And so we begin to
assume that since we lack these glorious Christmas feelings
that we also lack saving faith? Faith in this Christ who
came into our world on the first Christmas gives us the
guarantee that we will always have God’s love no matter
what else we may suffer or go through in this life. Faith
stubbornly clings to this Christmas promise that depends
upon the birth of Jesus, no matter how much our feelings
might otherwise contradict this assurance that is ours by
faith. The birth of Christ tells us how God feels about us,
and when we believe this it usually informs our feelings, and
makes us happy. But not always. There are some moments
in life when Christians have faith that they have eternal life
through Christ and yet are unhappy with this life.
Feelings are fickle. They are forever changing. Don’t fall
into the trap of trusting in your seasonal feelings. Or
else your lack of Christmas feelings will leave you uncertain about where you stand with God? Christians are
free to appreciate good feelings whenever they come at
Christmastime. Yet Christians are not exempt from sad or
bad feelings. Therefore Christians should avoid ever gauging anything about their relationship with God based on
what feelings they encounter in or around Christmas. For
while trusting in your inner feelings leads to doubt,
faith in God’s external promises leads to grace and
peace and a joyous celebration of Christmas. For faith
defies our feelings whenever they contradict the promise of
God’s love that came down at Christmas. Faith only pays
attention to what God’s love for us in Christ promises – independent of all accusatory thoughts or feelings. The
world has a different roadmap for how they arrive at
Christmas cheer than do Christians at this time of the
year. Have yourself a merry little Christmas by focusing on
faith as it takes you to the manger, instead of paying attention to any lack of Christmas feelings that can led you to
anxiety or despair.
Susan and I want to wish you a Christ filled Christmas,
Pastor Mark

The Birth of Christmas
Why It Was Needed and Why We Need Christmas Now
Long before the guessing game of when stores would start
putting up their Christmas decorations, long before Sunday
school children feverishly worked to memorize their Christmas
program lines, long before Christmas letters and cards were
added to the Christmas “to do” list, long before it all there was
no Christmas, or celebration of it, anyway. And that was even
after the first Christmas occurred.

deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the
deceiver and the antichrist.” St. John the apostle and evangelist places enormous emphasis on the right understanding of
who Jesus is. Recognizing that Jesus Christ is fully God and
fully man is essential to being a Christian. Anything less, is as
John says, the spirit of the antichrist. Doing his part to combat
Christological heresy, John wrote his Gospel with a heavy emTruthfully, the early Christian Church, from about 50 AD
phasis on the two natures in Christ. From his opening verses,
through 375 AD, did not celebrate Christmas as its own special
stating that the Word, who was God, became flesh and dwelt
day. The birth of Christ was celebrated early on, but it was
among us (John 1:1, 14), to his concluding thesis statement,
included in the celebration of Epiphany, which also highlightthat all of his Gospel had been written so that any reader
ed the Baptism of Christ. It was not because they did not view
should believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (John
the birth of Christ highly. Rather, there were other aspects of
20:31), St. John is strongly asserting the truth of Jesus Christ
the Lord Jesus Christ and his life that the Church felt were
as true God and true man.
more important to emphasize at that time.
Celebrating Christmas, that is, remembering well and eleThat feeling changed in the fourth century with the rise of
vating the very identity of Jesus Christ, continues to be a powcontroversies over the person of Jesus Christ. Chief among
erful way to communicate that truth to the world. Many unbethose struggles was that of Arianism which denied the possilievers in the world will continue to try and silence our celebility that God could ever be flesh and blood, thus claiming
bration of Christmas, and that is to be expected. And so, the
Jesus was a mere man and not God. Following a churchwide
Christian's defense of Christmas best not be merely for senticouncil at Nicaea in the 320s AD in response to this and other
mental reasons or for generic religious freedom purposes.
heretical attacks on the person of Christ, the Nicene Creed was
Each Christian should be fully aware of why this holy day is
written. This Creed serves to propose and defend the teaching
vital to the Christian faith. And each Christian should be ready
of Jesus Christ as true God and true man and continues to do
and willing to answer those questions as to why this festival is
so in the Church to this day.
such a big deal.
Along with the development of the Nicene Creed, the
Thanks be to God that we dwell within the Church that has
practice of celebrating the birth of Jesus separately was become down through the ages. We are the blessed recipients of
coming more and more common, and was greatly welcomed
the great practices developed early on for the sake of the
by the Church. With the date of Jesus' crucifixion being obChurch then and on into the future. We celebrate Christmas,
served on March 25, and with the idea in place that Christ
then, as the bold testimony it is to the world and to ourselves,
lived a perfect number of years (which is not Biblical, but
that the Word has truly become flesh and that we have seen his
would mean his earthly life began on the same day of the calglory in the Lord Jesus Christ. By his being God, he has the
endar year when he died), the date that was determined to be
power to save all people from their sins. And by his being fulnine months after his conception, which would be December
ly man, he stands in our place before God, the perfect substi25. Thus, the celebration of Christmas began and received
tute for us and for our salvation.
proper emphasis and continues to do so to this day, primarily
because the person of Jesus Christ as God and man fell under All my heart again rejoices As I hear Far and near Sweetest angel
voices.
attack.
"Christ is born!" their choirs are singing Till the air Everywhere
That is why the celebration of Christmas still needs proper Now with joy is ringing.
emphasis today and will need such until Christ's return. Still
today there are many in the world who do not believe in Jesus Hear! The Conqueror has spoken: "Now the foe, Sin and woe,
Death and hell are broken!"
Christ as Lord and Savior. Even worse, there are many in the
God is man, man to deliver, And the Son Now is one
world who oppose anything to do with Jesus Christ. And,
With our blood forever.
worst of all, there are those within Christ's own church who do
—All My Heart Again Rejoices. Paul Gerhardt. LSB 360.
not keep him front and center. As a result, many so-called
Verses 1–2.
Christians are left with ideas of Christ that are mostly from
their own imaginings, with many not even knowing that Jesus Please also remember that one option you have for listening to
sacred, Christmas music this Christmas season is available at
is fully God and fully man.
lutheranpublicradio.org.
Who Jesus is and what he has come to do is of utmost importance for the Church and for all Christians. 1 John 4:3 says, A blessed Christmas to you and your families as we celebrate
“Every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This the Word made flesh!
is the spirit of the antichrist.” And 2 John 1:7 says, “For many

Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Lucille and family at
the death of sister Eunice Mary, Kathy and family
at the death of uncle Chuck
Hospitalized: Karla , John , Joan , Nellie
For Upcoming Procedures and Positive Test Results: John
For Praise and Thanksgiving: Nancy who has been healed of
her cancer
For Healing and Recovery: Grace -mother of Gary , Elizabeth daughter in law of Earl & Barb , Merv , Ed , Nicholas -grandson of
Tony , Lingli, Tom , Lawrence & Chris , Gary & Beverly -parents of
Daryl

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and fellowship,
and devotion and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, December 10th, at 7:00am.

Family Advent Night
Families with children in preschool through 5th grade are
invited to join Parish Education for Family Advent Night on
Friday, December 4 from 5:30-7:30 pm. We will have a
devotion, Christmas carols, dinner, and craft time. Please
sign up on bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall or email
Christy so we know how much food to provide.

For Successful Treatment: Jeannette , Linda , Joan , Joe , Lea ,
Nancy , Maxine , Jeff , Ken -son of Earl
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy , Jim, Brandon, Christopher,
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite
and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Mark Your Calendars The Sunday School Christmas program will take place on Sunday, December
13 at 4 pm. All are invited to attend.

Reading Buddies will meet at 1:00pm on
December 8.
From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed about the
financial condition of the Church we are including information about
our current financial situation.

Christmas Cookies for Sale!!!
The LWML is hosting a cookie walk on Saturday,
December 5, from 9 a.m. to noon. Choose from a
great selection of Christmas cookies for your
holiday parties and at the same time, contribute to worthwhile
causes. All proceeds will be donated locally. Please come!!
LIFELIGHT RETURNS in January to study the book of
Ezekiel, the prophet-priest called by God as a watchman over
the house of Israel. Nine-week classes start January 13 and
14: You can attend on Wednesday evening, Thursday morning or Thursday evening. Sign up at the table in the overflow
on Sundays starting December 13, or contact Steve, Euniceor
Matt. We hope you can join us!

Habitat for Humanity has contacted our Fellowship Committee asking for volunteers to help wrap gifts at Market
Place Mall this Christmas Season. Shifts start at 10:00am
and last 2-4 hours. If you are interested in volunteering
and would like to fill a time spot please contact Sarah. Or
you can make arrangements — See printed bulletin

The Collapsed Income and Expense report shows the amount of
income and expenses for the year to date. Unfortunately, our income is not keeping up with our current expenses.
In the printed bulletin, is a report showing the quantity of envelope
giving for the month of October 2015.
Automatic Bank Withdrawal
Automatic bank withdrawal is an easier, more secure way to make
your regular contributions to the church. No need to write checks or
bring cash to church and the church is able to receive your contribution if you are unable to attend. The church benefits from consistent
and predictable cash flow and less paper work. If you would like to
sign up for automatic bank withdrawal, please contact the church
office.
May God continue to bless all the members of St. John!
Kim ,
Finance Board, Chair

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by
building lives that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Music Notes
Choir schedules may be found at our church's website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Another year begins! We enter a season of preparation for the celebration of our Lord and Savior’s birth, I
think with even more wishful anticipation than ever. Our practice here is to observe Advent and not sing
Christmas carols before it is actually Christmas. We will have a carol sing on Sunday the 27 th to give everyone the opportunity to sing their favorite during the blessed season of Christmastide.
Even as I resist the early and constant overload of commercial Christmas in the public sphere, I try to carry
in my heart the joyous tidings and incredible message of hope that is what we look forward to. Here are a
couple stanzas that are especially meaningful to me.
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring;
O hush the noise, ye men of strife
And hear the angels sing.
Alleluia Ringers
Men's Choir
Mixed Choir

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! For glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Thursdays
6:00 – 6:45 pm
Thursdays
6:45 – 7:30 pm

Performance schedule
Sunday, November 29 10:45
(Advent 1)

Mixed Choir

Sunday, December 6
(Advent 2)

8:00
10:45 Prelude

Alleluia Ringers
Alleluia Ringers

Sunday, December 13
(Advent 3)

8:00

Men’s Choir (changed date)

Sunday, December 20
(Advent 4)

8:00
10:45

Lois, violin
Mixed Choir (changed date)

Thursday, December 24

5:00
7:00
10:00

Alleluia Ringers
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

Sunday, December 27

Carol Sing as Prelude at both services

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Chris
Joan, Kim, Ellen, Noelle
Paul
Joel
Jackson, Jesse, Cyndy
Cheryl, Paul, Joyce, Elizabeth, Holly, Lydia
Jim, Rick, Cindy, Jeanette
Heath, Penelope, Gary
Larry, Russell, Barb
Mark, Jeff, Miles
Robert, Megan, Adam, Natalie, Bob, Charlie, Merv ,
Josh
Tom, Susan, Darrell
Jeff, Jenna, Linda, Paul, Lola
Carol
Ethan, Mark, Vicki, David, Chris, Nellie
Cole, Ann
Joy Lou
Lindsey, Gaylord, Mechell
Kelsi, Kate, Marvin, Tucker, Dalen, Abby, Neal, Dee
Eric, Ryan, Dan, C. Robert , Dan

22
23
24
25
26
27
29
30
31

Paul , Lee , Wayne , , Karen , Amanda , Christian
Steve , Charlie
Ellie, Ruby, Karla, Christy, Glenda
Barry , Wendy
Christian , Walt , Jessy
Eileen , Rory
Larry, Ryan , Terry, McKenzie
Anna, Harold, Shirley, Zowie, Evangeline, Lauren
Natalie, Leo, Rachel

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
4
8
9
15
17
18
21
22
24
26
27

John & Bonnie (39); Norm & Karla (16)
Jim & Jennifer (3)
Timm & Patty (21)
Joel & Lauren (8)
Andrew & Natalie (4)
Jim & Jackie (33)
David & Debra (13)
Tom & Betty (58), Michael & Britta (3)
Larry & Cynthia (14)
Vince & Linda (60)
Tom & Eunice (62); Elmer & Louise (56); Charles & Sharon
(46)
28 Paul & Kate (59)
29 Trent & Leah (25)
30 Andy & Susan (26); Luke & Hope (9)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

NOVEMBER
Sundays
Nov 1
Nov 8
Nov 15
Nov 22
Nov 29
Wednesdays
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18

8:00 Comm
203
188
159
150

185
140
149
123

7:15 Comm
37
25
26
15
22
18

Thanksgiving Eve, Nov. 25

10:45 Comm
151
125
136
97

n/a
101
112
72

2015
Sun

Mon

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
13th & 27th at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

6

School Office
359-1714

Tue

Wed

Thu

2

3

4

5

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Family Advent
Night

8:00 LWML Cookie
Walk

11

12

18

19

7

8

9

10

9:00 MOPS

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:30 Fellowship Board

8:05 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Evangelism
12:30 Mary Martha
Luncheon
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

13 3rd Sunday in Advent

14

15

16

17

New Member Sunday
8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 LYF Fest
4:00 Sunday School Christmas
Program

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:05 Chapel
3:30 Advent Service
4:30 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

20 4th Sunday in Advent

21

22

23

24

6:00 Handbells

Day School Christmas
Break 12/21 through 1/4

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

5:00 Family Service (AR)
7:15 Holy Communion (MxC)
10:00 Candlelight Service (MC)

28

29

30

27 1st Sunday of Christmas
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

Sat

1

2nd Sunday in Advent
8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
TBA Christmas Carroling

Fri

10:15 Adult Bible Class

Christmas Eve

Church Office
closes at noon

31

New Year’s Eve

7:15 Holy Communion

25

Christmas Day

10:00 Holy Communion

26

