St. John Lutheran Church

THE ST. JOHN NEWS
December 2018
A Service of Comfort and Hope
Christmas and the Theology of the Cross
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” Andy Williams
sings in his most famous Christmas song. No doubt you
have heard it a few times already this holiday season. And,
for many people, the statement is true: it is the most wonderful time of the year. Yet, for many others, this time can
be the most dreaded time of the year. Such feelings come
from truly human experiences in a broken and sinful
world. The death of a dearly missed loved one, severance
from a much-needed job, or destruction of home and possessions can all dampen the ever-present “holiday spirit.”
And that is okay. No, it is not okay when loved ones die
or jobs are lost or earthly goods are taken away. These
things have been happening since Adam and Eve fell into
sin and plunged the world in with them. And tragedies
and sadness will continue until the Last Day, when Jesus
Christ returns in all his glory to judge both the living and
the dead. What is okay is the feelings that result because
of them. Sadness and even depression are human reactions to tragic events. God has made us to be this way.
Admitting to this sadness and depressed feeling is not a
failure, but a victory. And feeling less than the “holiday
spirit” makes no one any less of a Christian. God can even
use those feelings and your experiences to strengthen your
faith and renew your joy in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

Many more stories like these can be found throughout the
Bible, matching and often surpassing our own experiences. What rises above all of those realities found in this
badly broken world is the continued love of God. He is
patient with sinners. He makes promises to all mankind
that this is not all they shall ever know: heartache and
pain, sadness and despair. Word comes from God to his
fully exiled people, as recorded in Isaiah 40: “Comfort,
comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her
iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the
LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” Imagine going
through the most painful of all experiences in your life and
hearing directly from God’s prophets this great word of
comfort. God loves you. He cares for you. He knows everything that you are going through. Our good and gracious God never leaves you or forsakes you. He carries you
through it all.

God’s memory never fails him. “He recalls his promises
and leads his people forth in joy” we sing in the PostCommunion Canticle. And all of the promises God has
ever made for comfort and joy for his people find their
completion in Jesus Christ. Time and again, the Lord
promised to bring his people a redeemer. He would be one
from their own midst. “For a virgin will conceive and bear
a son” (Isaiah 7:14). “For unto us a child is born, to us a
In case you had not noticed before, the Bible is not always son is given” (Isaiah 9:6).
a “happy-to-read” kind of book. It follows the life events
of human beings, after all, and they go through a plethora When Jesus was born into this world at Christmas, that
of tragedies. Imagine Adam and Eve’s own shock and de- was a most historic moment. God in the flesh, Immanuel,
had come to dwell with mankind. Jesus Christ, God’s
pression of realizing that they are to blame for all of this
world’s sin and corruption, for thousands of years to come, own Son, suffered through the pains of this earthly life.
He knew sickness and injury (Isaiah 53:3–4). He bore the
and for 900 more years of life before their own deaths
would come to them. What pulled them through all those heartache of his dear friend, Lazarus’s, death (John 11).
Jesus hungered and thirsted. He bled and died, bearing
years? The promise of a savior, their savior from all sin
(Genesis 3:15). Or, contemplate beloved Noah and all that the sin, the rebellion, the hatred of all mankind toward his
Father in his own body on the cross. Going through all of
he experienced. He was the man God called to build a
those terrible things was not the end of it all. Three days
barge large enough to hold two of every kind of animal
that God had created. He endured the hateful speech and following his death we arrive at Christ’s glorious resurrection. Jesus’ victory over sin and death, his triumphal respersecution of those observing his construction project,
urrection from the dead, makes all that we endure in this
no doubt many from his own family adding salt to his
life worth it.
wounds. And then to remember again and again for 300
more years the millions, if not billions, of sinners like him
who had perished in the flood. What got Noah through it “So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this
all? The promise that God would not destroy the world
light momentary affliction is preparing for us
with a flood again (Genesis 9:8-17).
continued

an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16–18).
Such words from the apostle Paul are not meant to remove sadness or to make light of it. But, rather, to give comfort in
the midst of such situations. God’s Word of comfort to the Israelites did not end their exile, but it did give them the
hope they needed to endure.
Such is the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for us today. We live in a world of ongoing suffering and pain. Tragedies happen seemingly every day. And Jesus’ work of redemption on the cross certainly has not eliminated such suffering. Rather, Jesus’ gift of eternal life and salvation through the forgiveness of sins that he gives to those who believe in
him grants comfort and hope in the presence of suffering and sadness. As Christians, then, we constantly turn to the
Gospel and need to hear the Gospel, in moments of happiness and especially in moments of sadness.
We are blessed as the people of God to be able to join together as Christ’s family to hear his Word of comfort and
hope, even as we approach the Christmas season, which may be difficult for some. If you find the celebration of Christmas and the surrounding holidays challenging to bear as a result of the deaths of loved ones or the loss of a job or for
any other reason, then you are sincerely invited to join with others with similar feelings and experiences in a service of
hope and comfort on Sunday, December 9 at 3pm in our sanctuary. Of course, all people are invited to attend this service for the hearing of specific words of comfort from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It is in his suffering and death
that we all find the full love of God for us, so that all may have peace in him.
The Lord bless you and keep you this holiday season in his grace and truth, knowing that Christ Jesus is with you every moment of your lives, now and forevermore.
In the hope and the comfort of the Gospel of Jesus,
Pastor Caithamer

Advent Midweek Services Theme and Readings

Incarnation Prophecies Made and Kept
Advent Midweek 1
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

December 5, 2018
Isaiah 7:10–17
Romans 1:1–6
Matthew 1:18–25

Miraculous Incarnation

Advent Midweek 2
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

December 12, 2018
Isaiah 9:1–7
Ephesians 1:15–23
Luke 2:8–14

Child of Omnipotence

Advent Midweek 3
Old Testament
Epistle
Gospel

December 19, 2018
Micah 5:1–5
Colossians 1:15–20
Matthew 2:1–6

O Little Bethlehem

The school Christmas
Service will be on Tuesday, December 18th at
6:30pm. Our
school choirs and band
will perform Christmas

Save the date! Do you
love to ice skate, or
would you like to
give it a try? The annual St. John Ice Skating Party will be on
Saturday, January 5th
from 4:30-6:30pm at
the U of I Ice Arena.
There is no charge
for

Little Lamb Preschool
Christmas Program

The Little Lamb Preschool classes
have been working on a
Christmas program and are
excited to share it with family and friends! The Little
Lamb Christmas program

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Jim & Karen, Linda and family at the death of Frank , Brad &
Christine and family at the death of Brad’s mother Thalia , the family of Leona at her death
Following Surgery: Herb , Mavis
Hospitalized: Eunice
For Healing and Recovery: Vicky, Joyce, Beth -daughter in law of Lois, Michael -son of Karen, Joe, Jan, Judy, Judy -sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Bill -son in law of Dave & Donna , Lois , Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Merv , Todd Hempelgrandson of Harold, John, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Phyllis, Roxy, Todd -husband of Kim, Dan-father of Beth, Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For Strength, Hope, and Peace: Joe-father of Pastor Caithamer
For our Military: Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Advent and Christmas Events
Saturday, Dec 1 9:00am
Wed, Dec 5
3:30pm and 7:15pm
Sun, Dec 9
3:00pm
4:15pm–6:00pm
Wed, Dec 12
3:30pm and 7:15pm
Sun, Dec 16
9:45am
Tues, Dec 18
6:30pm
Wed, Dec 19
3:30pm and 7:15pm
Mon, Dec 24
5:00pm
7:15pm
10:00pm
Mon, Dec 25
10:00am

Church Decorating
Advent Midweek 1 and Dinner
Service of Hope and Comfort
Christmas Caroling
Advent Midweek 2 and Dinner
Sunday School Christmas Program
Day School Christmas Program
Advent Midweek 2 and Dinner
Christmas Eve Family Service
Christmas Even Divine Service
Lessons and Carols Candlelight Service
Christmas Day Communion Service

Advent Dinners
The Youth Group will be hosting the Advent dinners this year. We will serve about
4:15 to 6:15pm. Please consider donating an item for the dinner and then join us for a
food and fellowship during this Christmas season. Sign-up sheets for donating items
are on the Youth Bulletin Board.
Dec. 5 - Tacos
Dec. 12 - Soup & Chili
Dec. 19 - Potluck

Mission Statement:

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation
are invited the second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food, fellowship, devotion and prayers
led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us
this month on
Thursday, Dec.
13th, at 7:00am.

E.A.T. Night
The December
E.A.T. night will be
at Jupiter’s @ The
Crossing on Monday, December 10th, from
4:00pm to 10:00pm. Jupiter’s
is giving back 20% on dine-in,
carry-out and gift card purchases! Make sure to grab a
flier. Spread the word to your
friends and family!

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Mary Martha is putting
together a St John Lutheran Church
cookbook. We haven't done one for
many years. We would appreciate
members input. If you would submit
some your family's favorite
recipes, it will help make it a
success. Typed if possible or legible hand
writing. Please list your name and phone number so
we my contact you if we have
questions. Please submit
your recipes to the church
office by Jan. 1st.
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser & PTF Talent Show
Save the Date!

The Pasta Dinner (a fundraiser for
the 7th grade class trip Washington,
D.C.) will be held on Friday, January
25th from 5:30-7pm. Immediately
following the dinner will be the PTF
Talent Show. More details to come
on both of these fun events!

St. John
Webstore Is Now Open!https://
stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/
There are many new designs and styles –
personalization and text options are available on many
items. Orders are processed as they are received and
are ready in 10-15 days. The school office will contact
you when items are ready for pickup.

Men’s,

Women’s &
Youth Sizes
Polos (short & long sleeve) - Performance Tees (short
& long sleeve) and Hoodies - Cotton Tees - short and
long sleeve, many colors including tie-dye - Sweatshirts (hoodies, zippered, & crewneck) - Hats and Visors - Duffle Bag - Ringer and Jersey Tees - Track
Pants and Jackets
St. John Christmas Tee – Visit the webstore for a special Christmas Ram tee! The
shirt is available for a limited time and
comes in short or long sleeve—men,
women and youth sizes.

Please join us as we shine Jesus' light to our homebound
members through Christmas caroling Sunday December
9. Meet in Fellowship Hall at 4 pm. Sign up sheet on the
bulletin board outside the church office. Questions, call/
text . Thank you!

Mary Martha Society invite members of

the congregation to our Christmas luncheon
12:30pm on Thursday, December 13th. Please
bring a dish to share. Our Lutheran School
children will be singing. We hope you will
attend.

Youth Group Annual Christmas Party
Sunday, December 9, 2-4 pm
Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship! Activities include a devotions gift exchange, Christmas
themed games, and refreshments. Please sign up on
the Youth Bulletin Board by the church office if you
plan on attending. If you wish to participate in the gift
exchange, bring a wrapped gift, (value $5). After the
party, members of St. John will go caroling. The

December 8 from 6-9:30 pm in the St. John gym, you
are invited to a FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT to raise
funds for In His Hands Orphan Outreach
(inhishandsorphansoutreach.org), supporting local and
international at risk children. There will be entertainment,
music, dancing, silent auctions, food, beverages, and
loads of Christmas fun! Snacks and beverages will be
provided. Desserts will be available for sale. Dress in
holiday wear, casual or formal (even that ugly Christmas
sweater). Tickets $10 per person. OR $50 for family of 5
or more. Children under 3 free. Can be purchased by
sending payment via Paypal using "send to family and
friends" option at https://www.paypal.me/
Christmas4ACause . For more information please call or
text Chris

Prairie Gardens Gift Cards—Gift cards are available
for your Holiday crafts, decorating, or
gifts. Cards may be used on any purchase at Prairie Gardens. Buy your gift
cards today in the
school office!

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for December
Sunday, December 2
(Advent 1)

10:45

Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)

No Handbell rehearsal, Wednesday December 5
Sunday, December 9
(Advent 2)

8:00
10:45

Mixed Choir
Day School K-3 Choir

Sunday, December 16
(Advent 3)

8:00
10:45

Lois Irion, violin
Men’s Choir

Sunday, December 23
(Advent 4)

10:45

Mixed Choir

Monday, December 24
(Christmas Eve)

5:00
7:15
10:00

Family Service
Holy Communion
Lessons & Carols

Tuesday, December 25
(Christmas)

10:00

Holy Communion

Alleluia Ringers
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

Wonderful music, wonderful anticipation, wonderful tidings! Advent is an incredible season of the year.
We make a point of spending this time of preparation getting ready for Christmas, rather than letting it
“start early.” Musically and spiritually, there is so much to sing and pray about as we get ready for the yearly remembrance of Christ’s incarnation. Sing about it with us – in the pews, at home, even in the choir!
If you just can’t wait until the 25th to start singing Christmas carols, come with us in the afternoon of the 9th
as we sing for our shut-ins, following the Service of Hope and Comfort at 3pm.
With the start of Advent on the first Sunday of December, we begin using the assigned readings for Lectionary year “C.” The Gospel readings in Year C are taken primarily from the Gospel of Luke. When we plan our
hymns and anthems, we do so with the Lectionary in mind!

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith
Stewardship Corner—As God’s people through faith in Jesus Christ, we are filled with the Holy Spirit and
enabled to demonstrate our love in ways that honor Him. There are many ways that we can respond to God’s
love for us, all of which are aimed at thanking and praising Him for sending Jesus to be our Savior. First and
foremost, we respond to God’s love for us by placing Him above everything else in our lives. “But seek first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). We can
also respond to God’s love for us by serving Him and His Church with our special talents, interests, and
spiritual gifts (1 Peter 4:10).

National Youth Gathering, July 11-15, 2019
Registration Due - Sunday Dec. 15
Youth currently in 9th-12th grade are eligible
for this awesome experience. More information can be found on the NYG website www.lcmsgathering.org. You can also contact
the Schmidt or the Treakle families. (Billy
Schmidt, Kyle Treakle and Norma Treakle went
the NYG three years in New Orleans.) Registration forms and $100 deposit are due by Sunday, December 15. (Forms are available by the
youth bulletin board.)

The Holiday Shop gives children PreK
through 6th grade the opportunity to
personally buy gifts for their family
and friends. With the help of volunteers, children check items off their shopping list by purchasing
gifts priced between $2 and $10. This will be the 26th year for
the Holiday Shop, and it continues to grow each year. Last year
we had over 900 children shop and over 400 community members volunteer.
This year’s shop will be held at 1808 Round Barn Road (in the
old Sweet Dreams mattress shop) in Champaign, December 18. Please note this location change.

Ram Rebate Gift Cards

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and

restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards your tuition or a school or
church account of your choice. In Stock cards
are available in between services on Sunday
Mornings and during school office hours.
December Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday Dec. 3, 10, & 17
Pick-up on Friday of the week
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com
for the complete list of vendors.

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 6pm – Boys HOME vs. St. Thomas, Philo
Tuesday, Dec. 11 at 6pm – Boys vs. St. John, Mattoon

Affy Tapple Caramel &
Chocolate Dipped Pretzel Rods

$1.50 each or 4 / $5.00

Available at St. John Home games
and in the school office
Proceeds will benefit St. John Athletics.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Chris
Joan, Kim, Ellen, Noelle
Paul
Jackson, Jesse, Cyndy
Cheryl, Paul, Joyce, Elizabeth, Holly, Lydia
Starley, Jim, Rick, Cindy, Jeanette
Heath, Gary
Larry, Russell, Barb
Mark, Jeff , Miles
Robert, Megan, Natalie, Bob, Charlie, Merv, Josh
Tom, Susan, Darrell
Bryce, Jeff, Timothy, Linda, Paul, Lola, Noah
Carol
Ethan, Mark, Vicki, David, Chris
Cole, Ann
Mark, Joy Lou
Lindsey, Gaylord, Mechell
Kelsi, Kate, Marvin, Tucke, Abby, Neal, Dee
Eric, Ryan, Dan, C. Robert, Dan
Paul, Lee, Karen , Amanda, Christian

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
4
5
8
9
15
18
21
22
24
27

John & Bonnie Lynch (42); Norm & Karla Fisher (19)
John & Rita Manning (4)
Jim & Jennifer Mohr (6)
Timm & Patty Luhrsen (24)
Joel & Lauren Morenz (11)
Jim & Jackie Lang (36)
David & Debra Wurl (16)
Tom & Betty Kessler (61), Michael & Britta Kresca (6)
Larry & Cynthia Hays (17)
Tom & Eunice Carmichael (65); Charles & Sharon Hansens
(49)
28 Paul & Kate Bateman (62)
29 Trent & Leah Seten (28)
30 Andy & Susan Mihm (29); Luke & Hope Scheele (12)

23
24
25
26
27
29
30
31

Steve
Ellie, Ruby, Karla, Christy, Lindsay, Glenda, Logan
Barry, Wendy
Christian, Walt, Jessy
Eileen, Rory
Larry, Mariah, Ryan, Terry, McKenzie, Steve
Anna, Harold, Shirley, Zowie, Aman
Natalie, Leo, Rachel

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

NOVEMBER
Sundays
Nov 4
Nov 11
Nov 18
Nov 25

8:00 Comm
189
183
191
163

160
147
145
131

Wednesdays
Nov 7
Nov 14
Nov 21 Thanksgiving Eve
Nov 28

10:45 Comm
126
148
117
98

105
88
92
88

7:15

Comm

28
18
65

25
17
60

2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
9:00 Church
Decorating

2

1st Sunday in Advent

3

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Reception for New
Members, Adult
Bible Class, Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (AR)
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9

4

5

6

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board
6:00 Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
3:30 Advent Service
4:15 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Advent Service

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

10

11

12

13

8:00 Holy Communion (MxC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 Youth Christmas Party
3:00 Service of Hope &
Comfort
4:00 Christmas Caroling

9:15 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 Reading Buddies

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
3:30 Advent Service
4:15 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Evangelism
12:30 Mary Martha
Luncheon
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Mixed Choir

16

2nd Sunday in Advent

E.A.T. @ Jupiter’s at The
Crossing from 4-10pm

7

8

14

15

Newsletter Deadline

17

18

19

20

21

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School Christmas
Program
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:30 Day School
Christmas Program

8:10 Chapel
10:30 LL Preschool
Christmas Program
3:30 Advent Service
4:15 Advent Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Advent Service

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

1:00 All School HymnSing

23

24

25

26

27

3rd Sunday in Advent

4th Sunday in Advent

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve

7:15 Holy Communion

Day School Christmas
Break Dec 24— Jan 7

28

There will be no
service this evening

C h u r c h

30 1st Sunday after Christmas 31
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Christmas Eve

5:00 Family Service (AR)
7:15 Holy Communion (MxC)
10:00 Candlelight Service (MC)

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 9th & 23rd
at 2:30pm

O f f i c e

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

22

C l o s e d
Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

29

