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The Vital Connection Between Doctrine and Life
What does doctrine have in common with life?
Most people would say, “Not a thing.” Most imagine a vast
chasm (or distance) between doctrine and life. Even those
in the church often act as though the one had nothing to
do with the other. Many assume that life is down to
earth and real, while doctrine is scholarly abstract conjecture. Many a pastor has taught a Bible class only to hear
feedback like, “Pastor, Stop teaching me Lutheran doctrine. Teach me something that I can actually use in my
daily life.” People say this because they do not see any
meaningful connection between doctrine and life. And so,
the question I put to you is, “Does God’s doctrine have
any application to your life?” Or, to put it another way,
“Does what you believe have any relevance upon how you
live?”
The fact that our “pluralistic” culture viewing all
religious truth claims as equally valid, results in viewing no
single religious truth as coming close to the stating the absolute truth. Pluralism denies truth in any pure or pristine
form. For when it comes to truth, our pluralistic culture is
“absolutely” convinced that there are no absolutes. It’s
ironic how a culture that prides itself on accepting everything, ends up believing none of it. For in a belief system
where all doctrines are held to be equally valid, all truth
claims also become equally unimportant. And so, when
people ask, “Does doctrine have any relevance for life?”
what they are really asking is this, “Does doctrine [or truth]
really matter?” And, of course, our culture’s immediate
and confident response is, “No.” For in our culture, “Is it
true?” is no longer the concern. The issue rather is, “Does
whatever it is that you believe in true work for you?”
Does doctrine matter? Does it factor into life? The
problem is that the question is open ended. Does doctrine matter to whom? If you’re asking, “Does doctrine
[or doctrinal truth] matter to God, then the answer is
‘Yes’. Very much. God is all about truth. Truth is important to God.” And if you ask, does doctrine matter to
the penitent sinner in search of peace with God and does
doctrine matter in order to obtain the certainty of salvation then again, the answer is, ‘Yes”. For, our eternal destiny depends upon Jesus who is the way, and the truth,
and the life. But if you’re asking, “Does doctrine matter to
the natural man – without the Spirit of God – who is only

inclined to evil, then the answer is ‘No.’” For sin-craving
people could care less if what God says is true. They have
only a passing pragmatic interest in the truth in so far as
it gratifies them for the moment. Sin-craving people only care about the spiritual truth of doctrine to the extent
that it allows them to live happier and healthier lives in
the here and now. Their only interest in God is to get
God to do what they want God to do, and to represent
God as thinking whatever it is that they think.
However, doctrine and life were never meant to be
split apart as our secularized society divides them by driving
a wedge between them. To separate doctrine from life is a
false dichotomy. As God conceives it, divine doctrine and
human life were always intended to be together. For
what we believe dictates how we live. Would you say that
the Ten Commandments are doctrine, or are the commandments life? In reality they are both. For the moral
doctrine required by the law is intended to govern human
life and behavior. The Ten Commandments are clearly doctrine from God that clearly state His unchangeable moral
expectations.
Since the Commandments are divinely inspired
words given to Moses by God, the Ten Commandments are
the unchangeable reality (doctrine) about what God requires and demands of His people. The Ten Commandments are not abstract hard to grasp suggestions but rather clear and concrete commands given by our God that
are eminently practical. For this reason the Ten Commandments encompass all of human life. There is no place
where God’s doctrine does not touch our human existence.
God’s Commandments inform us about how God expects
us to relate to Him and relate to others like us who bear
His image. If someone said that there is no need to obey
the sixth commandment – “You shall not commit adultery”
– such a person would not only be distorting life but would
also be disobeying God’s doctrine that we live sexually pure
and chaste lives.
Listen to what the New Testament says about the
inner connectedness between doctrine and life: “Now
the law is good, if one uses it lawfully, understanding this,
that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the

unholy and profane, for those who strike their fathers
and mothers, for murderers, the sexually immoral, men
who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers,
and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine” 1 Timothy 1:8-10. Please notice that living an immoral life
here is said to be contrary to the sound doctrine received from the Lord by His Apostles. For Christ’s teachings (His doctrine) instruct us that after being justified
by faith in Christ, Christians go on to live sanctified, holy, and fruitful lives, filled with good works. Isn’t it clear
in Scripture that this doctrinal conviction comes from
faith and results in living new lives for Christ?
And so, doctrine is not some separate “subspecies” that is distinctively different from life. No.
Doctrine is life! Just as life is how we live our faith by
living out Christ’s doctrine. For what we truly believe is
ultimately revealed by how we live and by what we
would be willing to die for. Many people associate doctrinal firmness with stubborn pride. They hear confessing Lutherans as saying that we are better than others
because we say that we have the absolute truth from
God. But we have no reason for pride about this. Our
undiluted doctrinal understanding of the Bible is an undeserved gift from God. We are no better than anyone
else. We readily admit that we are but poor sinners who
deserve to be condemned along with the rest of the
world. It’s the Christ that we cling to that makes us
different. It’s Christ who sets our hearts free and sets
us apart. We humbly cling to this saving truth about
Jesus Christ revealed in Holy Scripture as our lifeline to
God. The fact that we cannot let go of this ancient doctrine is not because we are too proud or too old fashioned in our thinking to let go. If we stubbornly insist on
this truth about God revealed only in Christ, it’s only because without this Gospel truth (this Gospel doctrine) we
would be forever lost forever.
We must be aware however that in a world
that has given up on the concept of “ultimate truth”
our proclamation of Jesus as “the way, and the truth,
and the life” is going to sound arrogant beyond belief.
Never mind that our culture itself arrogantly and openly defies God’s Word regarding sexual sins by promoting homosexuality, living together outside of the
covenant of marriage, and abortion as the new normal.
For it seems that you can push any aberrant or indecent behavior that you want, and the culture will support you and tell you that yours is a worthy cause. Just
don’t you dare tell those living in our culture that
what they are doing is sinful according to God in His
Word and doctrine, or else you will be viewed as being full of hate. For, even though the culture pride’s

itself on its great tolerance of others, the one thing
our culture will not tolerate is your telling them that
God is anything else than what they want God to be.
For the only God that this rebellious world can any
longer tolerate is the idol that the world has cast as
God in its own image and likeness.
Another bad rap that “doctrinal Christianity” gets
in our postmodern age is the prevalent assumption that
it’s an over-concern with doctrine that causes unnecessary divisions among Christians. Like the old adage,
“Guns don’t kill, people do”, God’s Word would likewise contend: “Doctrine doesn’t divide the church.
People do.” Those who trouble the church aren’t those
who teach the sound doctrine handed down by the
Apostles of Christ, but those who invent new and false
doctrines. St. Paul writes to the church in Rome, “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause
divisions among you and create obstacles contrary to
the doctrine that you have been taught and avoid
them” (Romans 16:17). False doctrine has a divisive
effect while pure doctrine has a uniting effect upon the
church as those who truly are God’s people rally around
the truth of God’s Word.
Doctrine isn’t a detriment to a Christian or a distraction from life. Rather, our life depends upon doctrine like the lungs depend upon air. Doctrine is what
empowers faith and what ignites good works so that the
Christian life is filled with good works. Your faith in Jesus is firmly rooted in Christian doctrine whether you
are aware of this or not. Your very salvation depends
upon certain clear and key doctrines taught in the Bible. As an example, where would your faith be without
the doctrine of the atonement? What would you hope
for were it not for the doctrine of the resurrection?
How would you stand before God unashamed and unafraid were it not for the central doctrine of justification
by faith? If the two-natures in Christ doctrine did not
exist, then God could not die, nor could a virgin have
conceived a child who could be the Savior of the nations.
Every moment of every night and day a Christian relies
upon the saving doctrine of the Gospel and all that this
implies. Doctrine isn’t something only done in ivory
towers while men have the luxury of studying to be pastors at the seminary. But moment by moment as you
and I live by faith we are only living because of the great
and mysterious doctrine that eternity stepped into time
when God became a man for us men and for our salvation in the person of Jesus Christ.
In the peace of Christ, Pastor Mark Elliott

Valentine's Day
Did You Know...

F

ebruary 14th is fast approaching, Valentine's Day. Please do not consider this a reminder from
your pastor to purchase gifts for your "Valentine"! As often happens in this country, days that
have been special to the Church are commercialized. The meaning and significance of those days quickly
disappears. Valentine's Day is one such day.
According to Treasury of Daily Prayer (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 2008, p. 1209), Valentine
was "a physician and priest living in Rome during the rule of Emperor Claudius...[he] became one of the
noted martyrs of the third century. The commemoration of his death, which occurred in AD 270, became
part of the calendar of remembrance in the Early Church of the West. Tradition suggests that on the day
of his execution for his Christian faith, Valentine left a note of encouragement for a child of his jailer
written on an irregularly shaped piece of paper. This greeting became a pattern for millions of written
expressions of love and caring that now are the highlight of Valentine's Day in many nations."
Added to that tradition is the notion that Valentine was able to heal the daughter of his jailer. And before
his execution, he signed that note of encouragement "Your Valentine." This is most likely why the question is asked, "Will you be my valentine?"
Of course, there was no idea of the romantic love so often associated with today's celebration of Valentine's Day with that first exchange of written words of encouragement. The romantic elements of Valentine's Day are often attributed to a poem written by Geoffrey Chaucer (The Canterbury Tales author), in
which he celebrates the engagement of a royal couple that took place on February 14, the day commemorating Valentine's Day.
While today's modern celebration of Valentine's Day does take place on the day when St. Valentine is
commemorated within the church, and has taken its name from that saint, the two are not actually
linked. However, it is of value to Christians to remember the true Valentine who is honored on February
14. He was a faithful priest in the Church during a time of great persecution, and in, of all places, Rome.
By the grace of God, he was willing to remain steadfast to his Lord Jesus Christ, even to the point of martyrdom, being killed for the faith.
It is not forbidden for Christians to celebrate Valentine's Day as the commercialized day that it is. It can
be helpful to many to have a day dedicated to showing loved ones that they care. And even more so, remembering the beloved saint celebrated in the Church for many centuries before the first "valentines"
were exchanged. And what a challenge it is for us Christians today to remember the true meaning of holy
days made holidays by our worldly culture. Faithfulness to our Lord continues to be the mark of his people, from St. Valentine all the way down to us and beyond, all made possible by God's great faithfulness
to us.
A blessed Valentine's Day to you all as you remember God's faithfulness to his servant Valentine and
God's great faithfulness to us all!
Pastor Caithamer

A NEW CLASS FOR THOSE DESIRING TO BECOME NEW MEMBERS

Lutheranism 101
COMING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16th
WHAT IS THIS CLASS ABOUT? It’s all about Jesus in one way or another. Jesus once stopped to ask
His disciples and asked them this probing question, “Who do the people say that I am?” After various answers Jesus then asked a far more penetrating and much more personal question, “But who do you say that
I am?” Every person needs to thoughtfully ask and then seek the answer to this question. Our eternity
rests on how we answer this question. And frankly, the answer to this question is life changing. I am about
to begin a class that is all about Jesus. We will discuss who Jesus is? What He’s done? Where He is now?
When He will return and how? Why we need Jesus? And, how we receive His gifts and forgiveness? We
will talk about every teaching of Jesus and discover why it’s all about Jesus. I will show you how as Lutherans our faith is laser focused on Jesus Christ.
WHO THIS CLASS IS FOR? If you have even a mild interest in learning more about Christ, and the
Christian faith, this class is definitely for you. If you’re thinking about becoming a Lutheran and joining our
congregation this class is especially intended and designed for you. And, even if you are already an active
member of the church and have been through adult catechesis before, this class is still a great way to review all that we believe, teach, and confess as Lutherans. The bottom line is that any adult or teen is welcome.
WHEN DOES THIS CLASS BEGIN AND END? The class will begin on Sunday, February 16th in between the Sunday morning divine services 8:00am and 10:45am, during what we refer to as the adult Bible
hour, which is roughly from 9:30am until 10:30am. If you know that you’re coming could you please contact
Phyllis Martin, our office manager, during the day at 359-1123 (church office). If you have any additional
questions she can put you in touch with me. Even if you decide to attend at the last minute, please come
anyway, and we will make room for you. I would like to wait until the class is underway to announce the
ending date since this varies according to the background and questions of those who make up the class.
WHERE WILL THIS CLASS MEET? We will meet in Room 4A which is the first upstairs classroom on
the left as you enter the school end of the building.
WHAT DO YOU NEED TO BRING? Everything that you need will be provided. We give those taking
the class for membership a Concordia Study Bible, a hymnal, a catechism, and a book called “Lutheranism
101”. These are great tools for growing in your faith.
WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT? The class is casual and conversational. No one will be put on the spot to
answer any questions or to read from the Bible unless they volunteer, or unless I have their prior consent to
call upon them.

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Dan & Julie and family at the death of Dan’s mother
Isabella, Frank and family at the death of wife Betty, Dorothy , and Randy & Anne and famiat the death of husband and father Elden

ly

Healing and Recovery: Bud, Leona, Phyllis, Richard, Lavina , Ellie, Lingli, Zachary
Hospitalized: Tom
For Successful Treatment: Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe daughter-in-law, Don
-father of Tamara
Military: Ashley, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in
Kingston, Jamaica

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat:
On Monday, February 17, 2014 our eighth grade confirmation students will
take a day-trip to St. Louis, the international headquarters of our church
body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. We will worship at the chapel
service held at the International Center, tour that same facility and its
historical museum, tour the campus of Concordia Seminary and its Rare Book
Room, and conclude with a tour of Concordia Publishing House, our synod's
own publisher. Please pray that our time in St. Louis is blessed by our Lord
and our travels kept safe by him.

Looking for a fun way to serve the Lord?
Consider delivering welcome gifts. When someone from our community visits St. John’s for the first time and
fills out a guest card, we deliver a welcome gift to their door step. We let them know how glad we are to have
them worship with us and that we hope they will come again. It’s a nice way to let newcomers know that they are
welcome, and a great opportunity to meet new people. Plus, it is something you can do as a family. We are in need
of friendly, caring members who are willing to deliver welcome gifts. If you are willing to serve the Lord in this
way, please contact Susan, or Karen , or leave a message in the Evangelism mailbox in the church office.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each
month to Original Pancake House for
food and fellowship, and devotion and
prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on Thursday, February
13th, at 7:00am.

Lenten Dinners
The youth are again hosting advent dinners
between midweek services on March 12,
March 19, April 2 and April 9. All are
invited to come eat and enjoy fellowship.
A free-will offering will be taken to support
our high school and jr. high youth attending
servant events this summer. Please consider
signing up to donate food items. Sign-up
sheets are on the youth bulletin board outside
the church office.
Thank you!

Lenten Dinners Schedule/Menu
March 12

High School Youth Serve/ Chili

March 19

Jr. High Girls Serve/Sloppy Joes
and Cheesy Potatoes

March 26

No Meal-Spring Break

April 2

Jr. High Boys Serve/Tacos

April 9

Jr. High Boys and Girls Serve/
Lasagna

It’s not too soon to start cleaning out your attics, garages,
and closets to find items for
the Youth Garage Sale! Mark
your calendars for April 11 &
12! We will start taking items
on the stage April 6.

HIGHLIGHTS OF ITALY
Come join us as we visit some of the most captivating places of Italy. See places such as Venice, Pisa, Florence, Pompeii, and of course Rome. We will visit the Leaning Tower,
St. Mark's Square, the finest collection of Renaissance art in
the world, the magnificent Amalfi coastline, and the Eternal
City of Rome and all there is to see there.
This is a ten day trip, from November 5-14, 2014, including air fare from Chicago or St. Louis, hotels (double occupancy), motor coach, and two meals a day while in Italy. If
you are interested in this trip, please contact Pastor Dave
Bueltmann

TRIPS
Former District President Bueltmann and Dave are planning a
trip to the Luther sites in and around Wittenberg Germany.
We plan to leave the U S on June 16, 2014 and arrive back on
June 25, 2014. As in the past, our trips are all inclusive including air fare, hotels, two meals per day, and most entries.
We will visit sites such as Luther's birth and death houses, the
site of his grave in the Castle Church, the Kidnap site, Wartburg Castle, and many more. We will travel while in Germany in a modern motor coach, which is also included in the cost
of the trip. the cost of the trip is $2,500.00 based on November air fares and airport fees. There is an additional charge of
$200.00 for a private room. If you are interested in joining
us, please contact and request an application.

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

February Youth Events
Sunday, February 9
2:00 pm—4:00 pm

LYF Fest– Swimming at Urbana Indoor Aquatic Center
102 E. Michigan Ave. Urbana– No Cost to the Youth

March Youth Events
Sunday, March 9
2:00 pm-4:00pm

LYF Fest– Disinfecting the Church and School/Giant Four Square
Bring disinfecting wipes and a snack or drink to share

Wednesday, March 12

Lenten Dinner– High School Youth Serve

Wednesday, March 19

Lenten Dinner– Jr. High Girls Serve

Music Notes
Our adult choirs are in the swing of things, and the full schedule is both listed below and
available on our website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
With the very cold and stormy weather, we are more grateful than ever to our regular singers and ringers, who continue to come out for rehearsals. We hope this will inspire some
more of you to join the fun. All voices welcome, no experience needed, sopranos and altos
especially needed but there’s lots of room for everyone!

Adult Choir rehearsals continue as follows:
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
No handbell rehearsal Wednesday, February 19
Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm
Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm

Alleluia Ringers
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir

February performance schedule is as follows:
Sunday, February 2
Sunday, February 9
Sunday, February 16
Sunday, February 23
Sunday, March 2

10:45 am
8:00 am
8:00 am
8:00 & 10:45
8:00
8:00 & 10:45

Men’s Choir
Alleluia Ringers
Mixed Choir
Soloists & Instrumentalists
Alleluia Ringers
“Cantors” needed for both services

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
5
8
10
11
13
14
15
16
20
21
25

26

David & Loretta (56)
Pat & Cindy (24)
Brian & Bridgett (9)
Larry & Gale (34)
Dave & Michelle (13)
Scott & Katie (8); Craig & Shirley (14)
Marvin & Esther (57)
Brad & Sarah (3)
Gary & Tricia (1)
Tony & Jill (34); Doug & Christy (40);
Frank & Norma Smith (23)
Terry & Janice (48)
Glen & Diane (55)
Gary & Ronda (36)
Dan & Diane (20)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
JANUARY
Sundays
Jan 5
Jan 12
Jan 19
Jan 26

8:00 Comm
121
105
206
164
182
137
195
133

Wednesdays
Jan 8
Jan 15
Jan 22
Jan 29

7:15 Comm
27
22
31
20
25
19

10:45 Comm
47
33
172
136
164
141
195
139

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’
birthdays & anniversaries on file. Letting us know is a
great way to help us complete & correct our records.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Faith , Kris
Glen , Susan , Morgan , Kelsey
Elise , David , Chris , Cindy
Erica , Andy , Bill , Derek
Dan , Alex , Justin , Eden , Ben , Jay
Mary , Elizabeth , Jaron , Brendan
Sara , Eunice , Dee , Henry
Nicki
Chris , Diane , Jill
Lynn , Bud
Alex
John , Emily
Anne , Caitlin , Noah
Alicia
Mar , Payton , Peter , Molly , Carol
Dan , Yvonne , Julie
Allie , Beth , Luke
Barbara , Ingrid , Ralph
Linda , Jessica , Jenna , Chris , Kelly , Emma
Laura , Thelma , Sherry , Lisa
Riane , Ella , Joyce
Sharon , Brad , Hannah , Travis
Emily , Mark

24
26
27
28

Bob , Gered , Cari , Fiona
Tiffany , Christopher , Andy , Loretta
Leona , Ella , Frank , Chris
Donavan , Louis

February 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions & Hymn-sing

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Elliott’s day off:
Mondays

School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s day
off:
Fridays

at Amber Glen on the
9th & 23rd at 2:30pm

2

3

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)

Wed

Thu

4

5

6

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

10

11

12

13

8:00 Holy Communion
(Handbells)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 LYF Fest

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:08 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:30 Lifelight
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

16

17

18

19

10:30 Adult Bible Class
1:00 1st & 2nd Gr.
Reading Buddies
6:00 Council

23
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

8th Grade
Confirmation
Retreat

24

Sat
1

9

8:00 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion

Fri

7

8
8:00 Handymen
9:00 VBS Meeting

14

15

20

21

22

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

Newsletter Deadline

25

26

27

28

10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:15 Technology
Committee
6:30 PTF
7:30 Youth Board

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

