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God’s Corrective Love
What is love? In our culture love is often
equated with permissiveness. Love for most Americans means, “Letting me do whatever I want to do
without standing in my way. Love means not judging my personal decisions or ever questioning my
moral choices.” Permissiveness is often mistaken
for love. However, standing by silently as we witness those in our lives heading recklessly to their
own personal destruction should never be mistaken
as love. Allowing those we love to do the things
that God detests without ever “calling them on it” is
more about laziness than it is about love. In such
cases our indifference towards their immorality
sends the wrong signal. It’s like giving those in our
life the green light to sin when we act as if we’re not
troubled by their moral indiscretions. In reality, our
passivity towards their sins actually comes from a
lack of love for our neighbor. For according to all
biblical definitions of love, if we truly loved our
neighbor we would warn them about the consequences of their sinning. Though the world extols
tolerance to the highest heights, tolerance is often
just moral apathy masquerading as love.
Simply acquiescing to the obvious sins that
we see our loved ones committing may seem like
acceptance and unconditional love for them on the
surface of things. But what if our silence regarding
their sins is not love at all? What if we decide it’s in
our own self-interest not to say anything about their
bad behavior? What if we’re more interested in
preserving our relationship with that particular person than we are genuinely interested in the spiritual
welfare of that person who is sinning? What if remaining quiet is about our unwillingness to risk personal conflict because it’s easier on us? In all of
these scenarios we may be motivated more by a
love for ourselves, than for our neighbor. Staying
silent about the sins of others is safer for us, even
though our silence is far more dangerous for them.

Failing to use corrective love whenever we see a
brother or a sister in Christ caught up in a personal
sin is an act of spiritual negligence on our part. For
the Bible says, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness” (Galatians 6:1).
The Bible warns us to warn others about their
sins. In Ezekiel the word of the Lord says, “If I say to
the wicked person, ‘You will surely die,’ but you do
not warn him – you don’t speak out to warn him
about his wicked way in order to save his life – that
wicked person will die for his iniquity. Yet I will hold
you responsible for his blood.” (Ezekiel 3:18). So, not
speaking with a brother or sister in Christ about their
sins has negative consequences for us and for them.
Here is a case where following God’s admonition to
use corrective love goes against our cultural sensibilities. For our highly secularized culture has indoctrinated us to believe that religion is an intensely private and personal thing, and because of this we have
no right to intrude upon another person’s life by
offering our comments or opinions. How far afield
this is from God’s Word and will. For the Lord says,
“Confess your faults to one another” (James 5:16).
When Cain killed Abel the Lord approached
Cain and inquired, “Where is your brother Abel? And
Cain responded smugly, saying, “I have no idea: am I
my brother’s keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). Cain was being
“snarky” with the Lord, by denying that he was not
responsible for his brother, or for knowing his brother’s whereabouts. It’s obvious that the Lord viewed
Cain’s accountability for his brother very differently.
Cain was accountable to the Lord for his brother.
Despite what our world says, we too are responsible
for our brothers and sisters in Christ. And because
we are part of the one body of Christ with them,
their Christian faith and life is our business. Christians should be genuinely interested not only in their

own progress in the faith, but also in the faith of others. As Americans we tend to emphasize the individualized nature of faith, and forget the corporate nature of sharing one Lord, one faith, and one baptism
with other Christians (Ephesians 4:5). We are not
isolated individuals (spiritual islands unto ourselves)
worshiping God on our own, free from any consideration of other Christians. But God has made us all
members together of the Church that is the body of
Christ: “For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:12).
The world prizes tolerance above everything
else, including God. Tolerance can be a very good
thing. Being tolerant of the sinful weaknesses that
we observe in each other is extremely important,
and is an appropriate Christian response. For, as the
Lord says, “Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins” (1 Peter
4:8). We can be extremely tolerant, patient, and
long-suffering when it comes to other sinners and
their continuous struggle against sin, since we are
struggling sinners too. It’s for this reason the Scriptures say, “And be kind to one another, full of pity,
having forgiveness for one another, even as God in
Christ has forgiven you” (Ephesians 4:32). There is
therefore certainly an ongoing tolerance and constant compassion that we have for our brothers and
sisters in Christ due to their human failings caused by
sin. However, this is far different from the tolerance
our world advocates. Christians show tolerance for
the sinner, but not for the sinful act itself. Here the
old adage is helpful, “Hate the sin, but love the sinner.” The world however thinks that Christians are
“haters” for not giving the sinner full permission to
embrace sin and indulge in it. We can give forgiveness to the sinner, but we cannot give the sinner
permission to sin. This is the difference between
love and permissiveness. Giving our permission to
others who wish to sin is not the same thing as loving
them and wanting to help keep them from sinning.
If parents are overly permissive their teens
may absolutely love it, but this doesn’t mean that
it’s the right way to parent. Their teens may misin-

terpret total freedom as love when it is not. What
feels like love to teens that are allowed to do anything they want is really laziness, apathy, and neglect on the part of the parents. For it takes love,
concern, and energy to talk to your teens, to discipline your teens, to enforce rules with your teens,
and to know where your teens are and who they are
with. In the same way, parents who place curfews,
limitations, and restrictions upon their teens are not
always viewed by their teens as being very loving.
And yet with years and maturity they come to eventually see that love is what motivated their parents
to make rules and restrictions for them.
Adult sinners too desire this kind of independence and freedom from God and from organized religion. They frequently mistake permissiveness for
love. Our culture demands tolerance, and is very
intolerant of Christianity for its unwillingness to capitulate morally and give in to every kind of sin and
deviancy imaginable. What’s love got to do with
letting people do anything and everything they want
to do without any warning about the destructive
path they’ve taken? What the world in its hostility
to God doesn’t understand is that saying “yes” to the
sinner isn’t necessarily love, and saying “no” to the
sinner isn’t necessarily hate. Sometimes corrective
love is the very best kind of love when it keeps Christians from making irrevocable mistakes. The world
thinks that love is the same thing as permission.
However once the world gives you permission to destroy your life and to imperil your soul, it has no way
to bring you back from the brink of destruction.
What looks like the world’s great tolerance ends up
actually enslaving those who indulge in its “anything
goes” secular-atheistic philosophy. God’s love and
forgiveness in Christ alone can bring us back to God
after we come to realize that the world’s “gospel of
tolerance” is pure fiction.
Loving you in Christ, Pastor Mark Elliott

The Transfiguration Revisited...
...and Connected with 1 Corinthians 15
When do you first remember celebrating the Transfiguration of our Lord? You most likely recall early celebrations
of Christmas. You can probably track back to your youth and the costumes you wore for Halloween when you
were younger. You may even reminisce from time to time about your earliest Easters. Chances are good, however, that the celebration of our Lord's transfiguration has not been a solid contender with the rest of these fond
memories. And that's okay. The rest of the Church can relate.
While the Transfiguration of Jesus has long had a special place on the Church's calendar, it had existed on a fixed
date. That means that it would only fall on a Sunday every six years or so. Celebrations of this festival day would
occur during the week, so many of the Church's members would miss it if they could only come to church on Sundays. It was not until the years of the Reformation in the 1500s that the Transfiguration took on a prominent
place in the Church's calendar of celebrations. It was around that time that the sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
became committed to the Transfiguration, and now it is most regularly remembered on the last Sunday of Epiphany, right before Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.
Transfiguration's celebration has found a home on that Sunday in Epiphany due to its grand spectacle of the revelation of Jesus' divine nature to his three disciples: Peter, James, and John. It bookends the Epiphany season on
the latter end with the Baptism of our Lord being at the beginning. Both of these dramatic events record God's
unmistakable presence and the crystal clear declaration that Jesus Christ is the second person of the Trinity in the
flesh and blood of humanity. This solid proclamation of our Lord's divine nature, present in and with his human
flesh, is the most important reason for the celebration of this holy day.
Another reason for the importance of this monumental event is somewhat revealed and then obscured in Peter's
dumbfounded utterance at the sight of his master being completely transfigured right before his very eyes:
"Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah" (Matthew 17:4). Peter is rightly interrupted by the Father, taking center stage from Peter and announcing that this Jesus is his beloved Son, with whom he is greatly pleased. Peter's desperate words are rightly
put in place behind the most important point of this story: Jesus' epiphany as God.
What Peter sees with his own fleshly eyes is unlike anything ever seen before. With all of the talk of Jesus' coming suffering and death, Peter no doubt felt sublime comfort and joy at seeing this amazing nature of his leader.
Who would not want to stay on that mountain forevermore, basking in the glory of the one who was changed into something truly magnificent, revealing the majesty Jesus had possessed all along? Rightfully so, Jesus' transfiguration soon ends and reality sets in once more. Jesus must not remain on that mountain, but must journey to
another. He cannot yet dwell in glory, for he must first dwell on the cross.
Yet, what Peter comments about—even though he probably did not mean to—is a truth that is still to come.
Christians throughout the centuries have correctly connected this manifestation of Christ's glory with the glory to
be revealed in Jesus in his resurrection, his ascension, and his return on the Last Day. In a very real sense, what
Peter, James, and John witness is a foretaste of that Final Day to come.
And here is where this account ties in with 1 Corinthians 15, known by many as the great resurrection chapter.
While the Greek verb for "transfigured" in the Gospel accounts and the Greek word for "changed" in 1 Corinthians 15:51 and 52 are not the same, they are no doubt related. Paul writes in those verses, "Behold! I tell you a
mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality" (1 Corinthians
15:51-53 ESV).
continued

In a moment, in a twinkling of an eye, the Lord Jesus Christ was transfigured in the face of Peter, James, and John.
What shown forth through his human nature was the imperishable, immortal body of the Son of God. Following
his resurrection and before his ascension, Jesus would continue to keep hidden the fullness of his glory, though
not because his hour was still to come. But so that his followers could continue to see him and live!
In the Transfiguration of our Lord, we most certainly have the truth of Jesus revealed to us that he is God's beloved Son. He is the eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, ever-present second person of the Holy Trinity. This revelation is necessary for our salvation, as only God himself could pay the price for all sin, and he could only do so
being fully man. And at the same time, we catch a glimpse through Peter's, James', and John's eyes of the resurrection still to come. At that time, when the resurrection of the dead occurs on the Last Day, it will not be temporary. There will be no traveling back down the mountain to the valley of the shadow of death and the cross. Instead, there will be only glory on the mountain of God! For we shall dwell forever in his presence, with bodies
made imperishable and immortal by faith in Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to God for the Transfiguration of our Lord! God's blessings to you as you celebrate that day this February 15th, and as you await your own transfiguration, from mortal to immortal, from perishable to imperishable,
on the Last Day, the return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
In his name and in his service,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Peace and Comfort: Merv Strom and Vicky Strom and family at the death their sisters and aunts Meta and Marie ,
Matt and family at the death of mother Barbara
Following Surgery: Lucille
Hospitalized: Dorothy, Darlene
Healing and Recovery: Esther, Helen, Merv, Zach, Jed, Robin, Elmer Jr., Pat, Tom
For Successful Treatment: Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Jeff
Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson,
Tom
Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor
Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are
invited the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and prayers led by
Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, February 12th, at 7:00am.

On Feb. 10, 2015
LWML will meet at
5:30 to work on plans
for the District
Convention. The convention will be held
here at St. John in
April. Women please
attend and help to
make the convention a
success.

Youth News
Attention all Junior and Senior High Youth - Our
next LYF event is February 8, 2015 from 2:004:00 p.m. We will be watching movies. The Junior High and Senior High youth will split into two
groups and each will watch their own movie. We
will provide popcorn. Each child should bring his/
her own beverage. Wear comfortable clothes and
bring a bean bag or other comfortable portable
chair if you have one. Hope to see you there.

LWML INFORMATION
The time is NOW… to register for the LWML
Convention. Join us June 25-28, 2015 in Des Moines,
Iowa. Be fed by God’s Word and Sacrament. Be
nurtured through worship and fellowship. Be
equipped to sow, nourish and reap in the Father’s
field. Registration forms are in the winter Lutheran
Woman’s Quarterly or on line at www.lwml.org. See
you there.

Welcome Basket
St. John Congregation has a program to welcome visitors to our church services on Sunday morning. It is
called the Welcome Basket. It is a labor of love to
our Lord that members prepare the baskets and deliver them every week. Please thank the members of
this committee: Joyce, Donna, Rochelle, Karla ,
Kathe, Alberta, Jackie, Lynn, Leah, Margaret, Charlene and Marlene.
We also thank those who are no longer on the committee but served in the last 3 years: Dan and Faith ,
Tish , Fay , Brenda ,
Bonnie , Darlene , Andy and Susan , and Dan and Rita .

Reading Buddies will meet Tuesday, February
17th, at 1:00pm.

St. John’s LWML will
meet on Feb 16th,
2015 at 6:30. We will
be completing the
fleece tied blankets.
All women are
invited to help finish
this project.

Volunteer Opportunity
Our church has been invited to participate in empty
tomb’s 2015 Mega Work-A-Thon Fundraising Event. The
purpose of the event is two-fold: 1. To strengthen the
financial stability of empty tomb, inc., so all expenses can
be paid on time, including salaries and community outreach projects; and 2. To conduct a one-time Pantry
Stocking Event to serve at least 500 families of our community with staple food items.
What are St. John’s responsibilities?
To provide 12 registered volunteers or more to box
collected staple food items into boxes and deliver
them to families on March 7 from 8am- noon.
Each participating church or organization is asked to
make a donation to empty tomb – this can be
done through sponsorships or personal donations. Any amount is welcome, but their goal is
an average donation of $80 per participant.
Collect 50 3-lb. boxes of spaghetti. (They must be 3
lb. boxes. Walmart happens to carry this.).
This is an opportunity for our members to help others in
need in our community, above and beyond our regular
giving to St. John. A box for spaghetti donations will be in
the coat room. If you are interested in contributing a
donation or volunteering to work the day of the event,
please contact or pick up a form in the church office.
Registration is due by February 13, 2015.

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat
On Monday, February 16, 2015 our eighth grade confirmation students will take a day-trip to St. Louis, the international headquarters of our church body, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. We will worship at the
chapel service held at the International Center, tour that same facility and its historical museum, tour the campus of Concordia Seminary and its Rare Book Room, and conclude with a tour of Concordia Publishing House,
our synod's own publisher. Please pray that our time in St. Louis is blessed by our Lord and our travels kept safe
by him.
It’s that time again! Time to sign up for the
Lenten Dinners!
Wednesday, February 25th - Chili. Junior High youth is
serving.
Wednesday, March 4th - Tacos. High School youth is
serving.
Wednesday, March 11th- sloppy joes and cheesy potatoes. Junior High youth is serving.
Wednesday, March 18th-Lasagna. High School youth is
serving.
Please help out by signing up to donate food for these
dinners. Thank you!!

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Dear Thrivent Financial members, the deadline to designate your 2014 Thrivent Choice Dollars is March 31,
2015. Call 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice"
after the prompt. There are many fine organizations
that you can allocate your funds to. In 2014 Thrivent
members chose to send $2,135 to St. John Lutheran
Church and $4,577 to St. John Lutheran School. Later this spring I will provide an update on those figures.
I am certain that your Thrivent Choice Dollars are appreciated.
Ronda
Thrivent Financial congregational coordinator

Supporting our Church and School
Feature of the Month
If you shop at Target, even only occasionally, sign up for the Target Debit or Credit Card.
You will save 5% on your purchases and an additional 1% will be given to St. John PTF
when you select St. John Lutheran School. Last year, we received a check
for over $160.00. Details can be found at the Target store
or at www.Target.com/redcard.

Ram Rebate
Orders are due on February 2 and 17 by 3
pm in the school office. Pick up the following
Fridays.
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com,
www.myscripwallet.com, or stop by the
school office for more information.

Orders are due on Friday, February 20 by 3 pm in
the school office or 11 pm online.

Fun Fair
The annual PTF Fun Fair will be on Saturday,
March 7. Details coming soon!

Stay tuned for a new Box Tops contest
coming soon!

Music Notes
We are already looking ahead and thinking and planning for Lent and Easter, as the Last Sunday in Epiphany,
marking the Transfiguration of our Lord, is February 15, with Ash Wednesday on February 18. This means that
Easter this year will be almost as early as it can be, on April 5!
Adult choir rehearsals continue at their regular days and times, as follows:
Alleluia Ringers
Men's Choir
Mixed Choir

Wednesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays

6:00 – 7:00 pm No rehearsal Wednesday, February 4
6:00 – 6:45 pm
6:45 – 7:30 pm

As part of the observance of Lutheran Schools Week various student art has been on display all around the building. I was (naturally enough) struck by one student's little piece stating “I serve God when I sing Alleluia.” Wow!
How true, and what a perfect invitation to all of you to sing (and/or ring) your Alleluias with the Choirs in the
balcony (no Alleluias in Lent but nevertheless....)
You can make your Alleluias with instruments, too! All are welcome to come play whenever you would like (just
let Keith know in advance) and especially for the Transfiguration, February 15.
Here's the Adult Choirs performance schedule for February
Sunday, February 1

8:00 Alleluia Ringers (and 10:45 am Prelude)
10:45 Mixed Choir – Women

Sunday, February 8

8:00

Sunday, February 15

8:00

Wednesday, February 18

7:15pm Handbell Prelude

Sunday, February 22

10:45 Mixed Choir

Sunday. March 2

8:00

Soli Deo Gloria! - Keith

Men's Choir

School 4-8 Choir at Prelude
Lois Irion, violin at Gradual
Mixed Choir at Offering
10:45 Men's Choir

Alleluia Ringers (and 10:45 am Prelude)

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
5
8
10
11
13
14
15
16
20
21
25

David & Loretta (57)
Pat & Cindy (25)
Brian & Bridgett (10)
Larry & Gale (35)
Dave & Michelle (14)
Scott & Katie (9); Craig & Shirley (15)
Marvin & Esther (58)
Brad & Sarah (4)
Gary & Tricia (2)
Tony & Jill (35); Doug & Christy (41);
Terry & Janice (49)
Glen & Diane (56)
Gary & Ronda (37)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
JANUARY
Sundays
Jan 4
Jan 11
Jan 18
Jan 25

8:00 Comm
186
158
196
164
181
150
198
147

Wednesdays 7:15
Jan 7
17
Jan 14
30
Jan 21
31
Jan 28
39

10:45 Comm
146 111
131 108
119
148 107

Comm
13
24
21
29

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’
birthdays & anniversaries on file. Letting us know is a
great way to help us complete & correct our records.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Faith , Kris
Glen , Susan , Morgan , Kelsey
Elise , David , Chris , Cindy
Erica , Andy , Bill , Derek
Dan , Alex , Justin , Eden , Ben , Jay
Elizabeth , Jaron , Brendan
Sara , Eunice , Dee , Henry
Nicki
Chris , Jill
Lynn
John , Emily
Anne , Caitlin
Alicia
Mar , Payton , Peter , Carol
Dan , Yvonne , Julie
Allie , Beth , Luke
Barbara , Ingrid , Ralph
Linda , Jessica , Jenna , Chris , Kelly , Emma
Laura , Thelma , Sherry , Lisa
Riane , Ella , Joyce
Sharon , Brad , Hannah , Travis
Emily , Mark
Bob , Gered , Fiona

26 Christopher , Loretta
27 Leona , Ella , Frank , Chris
28 Donavan , Louis

February 2015
Sun
1

Mon
2

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate
orders due

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 Fellowship Board
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

8

9

10

11

12

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 LYF Fest
4:30 Theological Study
Group

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

8:30 Pastors’ Circuit Mtg.
5:00 Day School
Community Open
House
5:30 LWML Convention
Meeting
6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:30 Lifelight
1:30 Mary Martha
5:00 Handymen
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

15 Transfiguration

16 No School

17

18 Ash Wednesday

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
4:00 Circuit Forum

6:30 LWML

10:30 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Council

8:05 Chapel
3:30 Holy Communion
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir
Market Day
orders due

22 First Sunday in Lent

23

24

25

26

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
3:30 Lenten Service
4:30 Lenten Dinner
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Lenten Service

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

8th Grade
Confirmation Retreat

Newsletter Deadline

Church Office 359-1123
School Office 359-1714

Fri

Ram Rebate
orders due

Pastor Elliott’s Day off: Mondays
Pastor Caithamer’s Day off: Fridays

6

Sat
7

Ram Rebate pick up

13 No School

14

20

21
8:30 VBS Meeting

Ram Rebate pick up

27

28

Devotions and Hymn-sing at Amber Glen
on the 8th & the 22nd this month at 2:30pm

