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February 14 does double duty this year.  Along with its usual services as Valentine’s Day, February 14 also serves 
as Ash Wednesday.  Once again, we will enter the season of Lent.  The word “Lent” comes from the Latin word 
which means “to lengthen.”  The word was used for the season of spring, as the days lengthen in amount of sun-
light.  The season of Lent is forty days long, not including Sundays, as they are considered their own festival days.  
For Christians, the season of Lent serves as a time of humble preparation for the remembrance of the suffering and 
death of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Good Friday.  The muted joyfulness of our gatherings as brothers and 
sisters in Christ will end on Easter Sunday as gloriously celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead! 
 
For the purpose of preparing our hearts, minds, and bodies for the remembrance of our Lord’s passion and resur-
rection, I have chosen the Lenten series from Concordia Publishing House (CPH).  It is called Return from Exile: A 
Lenten Journey.  Here is how CPH introduces the series: 
 

Once again we prepare to enter into the Lenten season as we journey through the Church Year. Lent, how-
ever, is its own kind of journey. Lent is the journey we make as we travel with Christ from the Mount of 
Transfiguration to Jerusalem where He will face the cross and the grave for our sakes. It is a very sobering 
trip, a journey that often struggles to find joy. But there is Easter! 

 
This year our theme for our Lenten worship will focus upon the journey, but perhaps not in the way we 
usually walk it. Our overall theme will be “Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey.” All journeys must have 
a starting point; and in the preaching and teaching this Lenten season, we will consider our starting point a 
land of exile. 

 
The land of exile from which we begin our journey is the wilderness of sin and death. Sin came into the 
world when our first parents were unfaithful and disobedient, eating fruit from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Adam and Eve sinned, and we have inherited from them not only the sin itself, but also the 
result of that sin—separation from our Lord and God. From the first sin in the first garden, we have been 
exiled into the wilderness where we have wandered without any ability to find our way out. 

 
This is the beginning of our journey: exile. But every journey also has a destination, an ending point. Our 
return from exile brings us into the promised land. Our relationship with our God is restored by Christ’s 
sacrifice. Our destination, then, is the perfect place, the new garden, the courts of heaven—the ultimate des-
tination which was established for us by His death and resurrection. There is great joy in the journey as we 
see where our returning brings us; but there is also a somber attitude when we consider what Christ faced 
on account of our sin. 

 
All journeys consist of many events that take place between the journey’s beginning and its end. Our Len-
ten journey is no different. Each leg of our Lenten journey begins in the Old Testament and then continues 
into the New Testament, pointing us to the joy that is ours in Christ Jesus. Do not be surprised to discover 
that from the very beginning, even outside the gates of the Garden of Eden, it is Christ who travels with us. 
He has always been our guide, from the very beginning, and He will journey with us to the very end. In-
deed, He has even gone before us to prepare a heavenly dwelling place. 

 
Life is full of journeys. Life itself is a journey. We enter this Lenten season contemplating the reality of our 
earthly journey but with eyes fixed on its destination—the empty tomb and the open gates of everlasting 
life. What joy there is in knowing that we do not walk this way alone! 

 

Return from Exile: A Lenten Journey 

continued 



Mission Statement:   
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

I hope that you are able to join with us in worship and preparation this Lenten season.  Once again, we will have 
our midweek services at 3:30pm and 7:15pm starting on February 14, Ash Wednesday, where you can receive the 
sign of the cross on your forehead in ash, as a remembrance of your mortality, hearing the words, “Remember 
you are dust and to dust you will return.”  A meal will be provided between services on Wednesdays, except on 
February 14 and on March 21. 
 
Below is the schedule for Lenten midweek services and themes for each week: 
 
 Ash Wednesday, February 14  “Heart to Heart: Sackcloth and Ashes  

to Robes of Righteousness” 
 Lenten Midweek 1, Feb 21  “Garden to Garden: Eden to Heaven” 
 Lenten Midweek 2, Feb 28  “Mountain to Mountain: Mt. Moriah to Mt. Zion” 
 Lenten Midweek 3, Mar 7  “Out of Egypt: Through the Water” 
 Lenten Midweek 4, Mar 14  “Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross” 
 Lenten Midweek 5, Mar 21  “Death to Resurrection:  The Wilderness  

to the Promised Land” 
 Maundy Thursday, Mar 29  “Meal to Meal: The Passover to the Lord’s Supper” 
 Good Friday, Mar 30   “Sin-Bearer to Sin-Bearer: The Day of Atonement 
       to the Atonement” 
 Easter Sunday, Apr 1   “Welcome Home!” 
 
And, here is some of what is going on at St. John this February: 
 
 Friday, February 2 5:30pm  Faith and Family Night 
 Sun, Feb 11  1:00pm  Adult Information Class begins 

3:00pm  Champaign Circuit Forum 
 Mon, Feb 12  5:00pm  E.A.T. Night at Monical’s on Mattis 
 Wed, Feb 14  3:30pm and 7:15pm Ash Wednesday Service 
 Sun, Feb 18  1:00pm  Adult Information Class 
 Wed, Feb 21  3:30pm and 7:15pm Lenten Midweek 1 
 Sun, Feb 25  1:00pm  Voter’s Meeting 
 Wed, Feb 28  3:30pm and 7:15pm Lenten Midweek 2 
 
Please note that you are always invited to join your brothers and sisters in Christ each Sunday throughout Lent at 
8:00am or 10:45am for the Divine Service with the Lord’s Supper. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you this Lententide as you receive his merciful gifts of forgiveness, life, and salva-
tion through Word and Sacrament in the fellowship of believers at St. John! 
 
In service to you and to our crucified and risen King, 
 
Pastor Caithamer 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For Peace and Comfort: John & Bonnie and family at the 
death of Bonnie’s mother Jean , the family of Jim Ziegler at 
his death, Leona and family at the death of beloved husband Richard 
 

Following Surgery:  Glenda, Rick  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Keith, Philip -son of Starley, Brandon -nephew 
of Brenda , Lorelai, Gladys, Lois, Leona, Lucille, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel -niece 
of Judy , Nicholas -grandson of Tony & Jill, Cathy -sister of Millie , Dale -
brother in law of Ellie , Stephen -son of Ken , Merv, John, Todd -grandson of 
Harold , Tom  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Judy, Judy -sister of Larry  
, Johnny -son in law of Letty, Jeannette, Joan , Connie -sister in law of Lin-
da, Nancy, Maxine, Ken  
 

For our Military:  Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Christo-
pher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson , Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary 
and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran  
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited 

the second Thursday of each month to 

Original Pancake House for food,  
fellowship, devotion and prayers led by 

Pastor Caithamer.  Please 

join us this month on 

Thursday, February 8th, at 
7:00am. 

Let Us Pray 

E.A.T. Night 
 

The February E.A.T. night will be at Mon-
ical’s on Mattis Ave. on Monday, February 
12, ALL DAY!!  Monical’s is giving back 
20% of our purchases!  Bring in the flyer to 
make sure that 20% of the proceeds will be do-
nated to St. John Lutheran School.  Flyers are 
available on the narthex table, in the school 
office and at Monicals.com under 
“Community”. 

 
Don’t forget to get your Monical’s Gift Card from Ram Rebate.  
Help the school by eating At Monical’s and earn money for 
your tuition too! 

Faith and Family Night - Faith & Fam-
ily Night - Families with children of all ages 
are invited to our next Faith & Family 
Night on Friday, February 2, from 5:30-
7:00pm.  These events are held on the first 
Friday of every month.  We start with a kid
-friendly dinner, then have a brief devo-
tion, and conclude with an activity.  Our 
activities so far this year have included a 
scavenger hunt, Family Feud, pumpkin 
decorating, and the ever-popular open 
gym.  At our February get-together, we 
will do a family activity to help us prepare 
for Lent.  These evenings are great  
opportunities to get to know other  
families, while also helping your children 
grow in their faith.  Please join us. 

Vacation Bible School 
It is time to start planning for this year's 
Vacation Bible School. The theme for 
this year is Splash Canyon. It will be held 
on June 18-22. Our first planning  
meeting is February 3 at 9 am in the  
Fellowship Hall. Please contact me, if 
you are  
interested in volunteering. Thank you!  
Faith Block 

LYF Youth Group (Ages 6th grade and up): Please join us at the 

faith and family night at St John Friday, February 2 at 5:30. We will have 
supper and devotion and break off to have Bible study. Bring your favor-
ite board or card game and snack or drink to share and a friend or two 
as we will have game and open gym until 8:30. Please RSVP so we are 
sure to have enough food to Mrs Ruhlig. 



 

      Music Notes      
 

 
Singers needed!  We need to swell the ranks of our singing choirs.  Men are especially needed for the 
Mixed Choir (although more women would of course always be welcome!)  The Men’s Choir also has 
room for more singers on all four parts.  My prayer is that you will find it in your hearts and voices to join 
us, even for a couple of months (Lent and Easter, maybe?)  We are already a wonderfully singing congre-
gation on Sunday mornings, for which I continually give thanks.  We just need to move a few more of you 
upstairs! (Did you know we have nice comfortable chairs up in the balcony?)  
 
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs continue as follows: 
   Wednesdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm   Alleluia Ringers  
 No rehearsal 2.7  
   Thursdays,     from 6:00 – 6:45 pm   Men’s Choir   
   Thursdays,     from 6:45 – 7:30 pm Mixed Choir 
 

 
February 4 8:00  Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude) 
 10:45 Mixed Choir (“Jesu, joy of man’s desiring”) 
February 11 (Transfiguration) 8:00  Mixed Choir 
 10:45 Men’s Choir  
Choirs and congregation will be singing a Transfiguration Hymn–“Christ upon the Mountain Peak” 
February 18 (Lent 1) 8:00  Lois Irion, violin 
 10:45 Instrumentalists 
February 25 (Lent 2) 10:45 Mixed Choir 
March 4 8:00  Alleluia Ringers 
 10:45 School K-3 Choir Prelude, Men’s Choir 
 
Among the books I have been reading is a biography of the Lutheran composer, hymn writer, teacher and 
church musician Carl Schalk.  Schalk created and directed the choir that appeared for many years on ”The 
Lutheran Hour” radio broadcasts, and taught at Concordia Teacher College (now Concordia University, 
Chicago), training a tremendous number of church musicians many of whom are still active in the field 
today.  
 
Among Schalk’s many writings is this summary of Martin Luther on music: 

“Luther’s personal participation in music making, his acquaintance with the music and musicians of his day, 
his concern that pastors and teachers were thoroughly trained in music, his interest in seeing that church 
music received adequate financial support, his encouragement of the musical education of children, his ven-
tures into musical composition with both hymnody and polyphony, together with his direct collaboration 
with musicians in the preparation of music for the liturgy all suggest an emphasis on music as a practical 
and performing art that has a direct and crucially important role in the life and worship of the church.”     
 

 
Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 



             Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will 
go towards your tuition or a school or church account of your choice. Stop by the school office or visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com for details.  In Stock cards are available during school office hours and in 
the Fellowship Hall on Sundays before order dates.  Thanks to all who purchased cards and selected 
the Scholarship account!  Over $100 has been earned in the last quarter alone. 

  

Now Available In Stock – Menards and Lowe’s 
  

February Order Dates:  Orders Due:  Monday Feb. 5 & Tuesday Feb. 20;  Pick-up: the following Friday 
  

*All the dates for the year are on the calendar on the school’s website: www.stjohnls.com  

PTF Fun 

Fair 

 Save the date! 
 

The Annual PTF Fun Fair will be held 
on Saturday, March 3rd.  Join us for 
inflatables, games, fun and fellowship!  Food provided 
by the 6th grade class to raise money for their Gettys-
burg/DC trip.  Volunteers will be needed to help with 
games– watch for a sign up sheet outside the school 
office. 

Littler Lambs  -  A Friday Morning Playgroup 
 

Who?     Children ages birth -5 years old and their  

parent or caregiver 
 

Where?     St. John School Gym 
 

When?     Friday mornings after Little Lamb Preschool 

drop off (8:10am) 
 

The first 20 minutes will be free playtime with toys 
and large motor equipment.  Circle time will start at 
8:30 with songs, stories about Jesus, and games.  Free 
play will continue until 9:30am.   

 

No signup necessary ! 
 

Drop in anytime!   
 

Join us on:  February 2 , 9, & 23 

Preschool and Kindergarten Open House 

We will be hosting an Open House for Little Lamb Pre-
school and Kindergarten on Tuesday, February 27

th
 at 

5:00-6:30pm. 
 

This will be an opportunity for prospective  
families to meet our teachers, see the  
classrooms, and ask questions about our 
school.  Please invite friends, neighbors, 
family members, or anyone else who 
may be interested in sending their child 
to St. John this upcoming school year! 

St. John Track & 
Field  

Invitational   

Save the date!    
The 15th Annual St. John Track Meet will be held at the 
University of Illinois Armory on Saturday March 24th 

at 10am. 
 

 

To hold this meet we need many volunteers from the 
school and church to help.  We need volunteers to take 
admission, supervise events (shot put, long jump, high 
jump), help in the hospitality room, etc.  

 

More info will be given in the upcoming weeks about 
signing up to volunteer, but if you have a special skill 
or preference and want to get signed up now, please 
contact kim, or stop by the school office.  

From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed 
about the financial condition of the Church we are  
including information about our current financial  
situation.  The Collapsed Income and Expense report 
on the printed page shows the amount of income and 
expenses for the year to date. Below is a report  
showing the quantity of envelope giving for the month 
of December 2017. 
 

 

May God continue to bless all the members of St. 
John! 
 

Finance Board 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
http://www.stjohnls.com


School News 
 

I would like to thank you for your generous donations to our Christmas Card Appeal. As of mid-January we raised $6820. 
This money is placed in the school special gifts account. This account is used for special purchases for the school. Recently, 
we have used money from this account to purchase curriculum materials and playground equipment.  
 

Next, I would like to thank you for the donations to our scholarship fund. Currently we have raised $18,633.26. I still would 
love to have $20,000 in this account when we award scholarships the end of April. 
 

In January some of our students participated in the Central Illinois Spelling Bee. We sent three teams. Our eighth grade and 
fourth grade team won first place. Our seventh grade team finished in second place. 
 

The February E.A.T. Night is at Monical’s on February 12. The girl’s continue with their volleyball season. Watch the bulletin 
for home games. On Tuesday, February 27, from 5 to 6:30 we will be hosting our open house. If you have friends or neigh-
bors with school aged children please share this information with them. If they are unable to attend the open house, we are 
happy to schedule school tours. If they would like a tour, just call the school office. 
 

Principal Update: Mr. and Mrs. Gabbert are working on selling their house in Florida. They are also looking at houses in 
Champaign. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare to move and begin their service here. 
 

Thank you for your many donations that help our school. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Faith Block 
Interim Principal 

Upcoming Home Games 

Come Cheer for the Rams!   
Adult Admission $3  

Thursday, February 1st  at 6pm –Girls VB vs. Cornerstone 
Thursday, February 8th  at 6pm – Girls VB vs. St. John, Mattoon 
Tuesday, February 13th  at 6pm –  Girls VB vs. Thomasboro 
Thursday,  February 15th  at 6pm –  Girls VB (JV) vs. Danville Lutheran  
Tuesday, February 20th  at 6pm – Girls VB vs. St. Thomas, Philo 



2 David & Loretta (60) 

3 Pat & Cindy (28) 

8     Larry & Gale (38) 

10 Dave & Michelle (17) 

11 Scott & Katie (12) 

13 Marvin & Esther (61) 

14 Brad & Sarah (7) 

15 Gary & Tricia (5) 

16 Tony & Jill (38); Doug & Christy (44);  

20 Terry & Gharst (52) 

21 Glen & Diane (59) 

25 Gary & Ronda (40) 

 

1 Faith , Kris  

2 Glen , Morgan  

3 Elise , Clara , David, Chris Johnson, Cindy  

4 Erica , Andy , Bill , Derek  

5 Dan , Alex , Justin , Eden , Ben , Jay  

6 Elizabeth , Brendan  

7 Sara , Eunice , Dee , Don , Henry  

8 Blake , Nicki  

9 Chris, Jill  

10 Lynn, Ellen 

12 Emily  

13 Anne, Caitlin  

14 Alicia  

15 Mar , Payton, Peter, Carol  

16 Dan, Yvonne  

17 Allie, Beth, Luke Scheele 

18 Barbara Bates, Brice , Ralph  

19 Linda , Jessica, Jenna, Chris , Paulos , Kelly , 

Emma  

20 Laura, Thelma, Sherry, Lisa  

21 Dominic , Riane , Joyce  

22 Jonathan , Brad, Hannah, Travis  

23 Emily , Mark  

24 Bob, Gered, Fiona  

26 Christopher, Loretta  

27 Leona, Ella , Frank , Chris  

28 Louis  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

FEBRUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or 
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or anniversary 
is missing or incorrect.  Unfortunately, we don’t have 
100% of our members’ birthdays & anniversaries on file.  
Letting us know is a great way to help us complete & 
correct our records. 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
JANUARY 
 

 
Sunday Jan 1     10:00am  220   Comm  187 
 
Sundays 8:00 Comm 10:45  Comm  
  Jan 7 162 133 103   87  
 Jan 14 159 133 112 111  
 Jan 21 175 137 136 109  
 Jan 28  
  

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Jan 3 21 19        Epiphany 
 Jan 10 32 35 
 Jan 17 25 18 
 Jan 24 31 23  

 

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 11th & 25th  

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office 
359-1123 

 

School Office 
359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:   

Fridays 

 1 
  9:00 Lifelight 
12:30 Widow’s Group 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:30 Lifelight 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

2 
5:30 Faith & Family 
         Night 

3 
9:00 VBS Planning 
         Meeting 

4 
  8:00 Holy Communion (AR) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC) 
  1:00 Adult Information Class 

5 6 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:30 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Trustees 
  6:30 School Board 

7 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
         Lifelight 
7:15 Holy Communion 

8 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast   
  9:00 Lifelight 
10:00 Evangelism 
  1:30 Mary Martha 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:30 Lifelight 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

9 10 

11  Transfiguration of our Lord 

  8:00 Holy Communion (MxC) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 
  1:00 Adult Information Class 

12 
9:00 MOPS 
 
E.A.T. @ Monical’s 

on Mattis Ave. 
11:00am to 10:00pm 

13 
6:00 Elders 
6:00 Finance Board 

14 Ash Wednesday 

  8:05 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  3:30 Holy Communion 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

15 No School 

9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:30 Mixed Choir 

16  No School 17 

18  1st Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 Adult Information Class 

19  No School 
6:30 LWML 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

20 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 

21 
8:05 Chapel 
3:30 Lenten Service 
4:30 Lenten Dinner 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Lenten Service 

22 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:30 Mixed Choir 

23 24 

25  2nd Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC) 
  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

26 
9:00 MOPS 

27 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:30 LL/K Day School 
          Open House 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  6:30 Stewardship 
  7:00 Youth Board 

28 
8:05 Chapel 
3:30 Lenten Service 
4:30 Lenten Dinner 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Lenten Service 

   

February  2018 
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