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St. John
Disciple, Apostle, Evangelist
When looking around at church names today, more and more are veering away from the
traditional titles given to congregations. Those of the saints and apostles are among the first to be
bypassed in favor of something less direct and typically more unrecognizable as a Christian church,
let alone a Lutheran one. I remain convinced that the name of our congregation is a great one and I
am thankful to be a part of St. John Lutheran Church and School.
The Disciple
John from the Bible is one of the better-known figures of the New Testament. We know him to be
the brother of James, both sons of Zebedee. They are also referred to by Jesus as “sons of Boanerges,” which translates as “sons of thunder.” This is a result of their tendency to be a bit bombastic
when it comes to passionate responses. According to Luke 9:51–56, Jesus had sent disciples ahead
into a Samaritan village, but the people there wanted nothing to do with him. James and John replied thunderously,
“Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” James and John also make a request
of Jesus in Mark 10 that they be permitted to sit at his right hand and his left when he is finally revealed in all his glory.
These brothers certainly had a desire to follow the Lord Jesus and to act on his behalf. Some have ventured to conclude that James and John may be of the youngest of Jesus’ disciples. Such behavior as previously mentioned would
certainly find a reason in their youth. Another clue to their younger age is their continual association with their father.
In Matthew 4, we read of Jesus’ calling of his first disciples. First is mentioned Simon and Andrew, who are both
fishermen, without a mention of their father. Next, James is indicated as the son of Zebedee with John his brother.
They were in the boat with their father Zebedee. No inclusion of Simon’s and Andrew’s father but a citing of James’
and John’s father could very well be due to their youthfulness, probably toward the end of their teenage years and into
their twenties.
The Gospel of John never mentions the disciple John by name, but has been long understood that John is its author. He
thus reports himself in various places in the Gospel as “the one whom Jesus loved,” and as “another disciple.” In
John’s account of Jesus’ arrest and trial, he indicates that he had special access to the high priest. He is able to remain
close with Jesus because of his connection, whereas the other disciples were not permitted entrance. John simply says
that he is “known to the high priest,” though no certainty can be had as to what that means. Biblical scholars have
suggested a family connection, but that has not been proven.
We know that John was the brother of James, that he was a fisherman, that he may have been one of the youngest
disciples of Jesus, that he was one of the first of his disciples, and that he was granted the privilege of being one of
Jesus’ closest followers. John was one of three disciples to see the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8;
Luke 9:28–36), the raising of Jairus’s daughter (Mark 5:21–43; Luke 8:40–56), and who was called away from the
other nine while Jesus was deep in the Garden of Gethsemane for prayer on the night of his arrest (Matthew 26:36–46;
Mark 14:32–42).
The Apostle
Following Jesus’ death and resurrection, John served as one of the chief eyewitnesses of these events and was instrumental in the early Church. John with Peter were the leaders of the other disciples and were then sent out by Jesus to
share the Gospel with the world (Acts 3–8). As a “sent one” (definition of “apostle”), John was influential in the early
Church. Attention shifts to Peter and then to Paul through the remainder of Acts. But, John is said to have settled
finally in Ephesus of Asia Minor. There, he was a bishop of the Church and caretaker of Mary, Jesus’ mother. This
was our Lord’s calling to John from the cross, that John should consider Mary his mother and she consider him her son
(John 19:25–27).
continued
While preaching and evangelizing in and around Ephesus, John was persecuted for the faith. Consequently, John was
exiled to the small island of Patmos. It is there that he receives the vision of the Revelation. Church tradition never
has John falling victim to execution for the Christian faith. He is thought to have died of old age near the end of the
first century following the birth of Christ. At the end of John’s Gospel, after Jesus had reinstated Peter

following his three-fold denial of Jesus, Peter asked Jesus about John. Jesus replied, “If it is my will that he remain
until I come, what is that to you?” As a result of this word of Jesus, many Christians believed that John would not
ever die. John refutes this meaning saying that is not what Jesus said. (John 21:20–25). John would live out his
days in faithfulness to Jesus, bearing witness to the Gospel, observing the beginning false teachings about the
Christ, and writing letters to the churches and ultimately his Gospel to combat these errant teachings.
The Evangelist
It is often thought that John did not write his Gospel until the end of the first century following the birth of Christ.
The tenets of John’s Gospel reveal themselves to be quite different from the synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, and
Luke. John also seems to level more of a theological tone to his writing, as opposed to a more persuasive,
biographical approach, though that is certainly included in his intent as he states in John 20:30–31: “These are
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ…” John’s Gospel allows for the presence of the false
teachings that had arisen already in the young life of Christ’s Church.
Other clues of heterodox teachings are present in Paul’s epistles. His letter to the church in Colossae seems to
attack a “gnostic” view, the idea that the material world is evil and that mankind’s quest is to overcome the flesh
and finally be free from it. Such ideas, springing forth from Greek philosophy, along with far-Eastern ideals, no
doubt led to challenges in the Church. A few centuries later, the Christian Church would meet in council to combat
the prolific teachings that stated that Jesus was not God in the flesh, but was simply man alone. John’s Gospel can
be seen to oppose such thinking and belief. He even begins his evangel with such an argument: “In the beginning
was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God…The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14). John’s
epistles to the churches (catholic epistles) also include strong teachings about the dual nature in Jesus (true God and
true man): “Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the
Father and the Son” (1 John 2:22–23).
Namesake
Many a church has John—the disciple, the apostle, the evangelist—as their namesake. Those who bear John’s
name do so because of his unwavering proclamation of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. John leaves no doubt as to
who Jesus is and what he has come to do. John alone records Jesus’ own words that his flesh is true food and his
blood is true drink, and that all who eat and drink of him shall have eternal life (John 6:53–56). John alone reports
Peter’s response to Jesus when the Lord asks Peter if the disciples too wished to leave Jesus: “Lord, to whom shall
we go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:66–69). And it is John who shares with us his God-given
vision of heaven and all that will take place when Jesus comes again in glory on the Last Day (The Book of
Revelation).
Invitation
We are blessed to bear the name of St. John, who has seen the glory of the Son, and whose glory we share with
others through the Word of Christ. All who wish to know John’s Gospel in greater depth are invited to join the
midweek Bible study starting Tuesday, February 19 in the Fellowship Hall. If you are not able to attend, each
class’s audio is recorded and posted to our church’s website: stjohn-lcms.org. They can be found under the Bible
Study header, and then on that page’s link: Tuesday Morning Bible Class.
John wrote his Gospel so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that you may have life
in his name. I rejoice that you are those who believe these things to be true, and thus have life in Jesus’ name, for it
is as Jesus said to Thomas in John 20:29: “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
The Lord bless you and keep you, now and always.
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Pastor & Katie and their family at the death of Pastor’s father Joe Caithamer, Norm & Karla
and family at the death of Karla’s mother Pat
Following Surgery: John , Linda
For Healing and Recovery: Clint -son of Gary, Esther, Herbert, Roy-father of Anne, Lydia, Michael, Mavis, Eunice, Joe, Judy, Judy
-sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Bill-son in law of Dave & Donna, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Merv, Todd grandson of Harold, John, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Phillip -son in law of Steve & Pam, Phyllis, Roxy, Todd-husband of Kim, Dan-father of Beth, Philip
Baxter-son of Starley Baxter, Jeanette Williams, Joan, Nancy Schwalbe, Shawn-sister of Maxine
For our Military: Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with children of all ages are invited to join us

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation
are invited the second
Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for
food, fellowship, devotion and
prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer.
Please join us this
month on
Thursday, Feb
14th, at 7:00am.

on Friday, February 1, for Faith & Family Night. We’ll meet in the fellowship hall and
have dinner together, do a family-based devotion that can be taken and replicated in
your own family devotions at home, and play some games for the whole family to
enjoy. The times are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come late or leave early if
necessary. Sign-up sheets are available by both the fellowship hall or you can e-mail
Cindy. We hope to see you there!

E.A.T. @ Monical’s
The February E.A.T. night will be at Monical’s on Mattis Ave.
on Monday, February 11 - ALL DAY!! Monical’s is giving back
20% of our purchases! Bring in the flyer to make sure that
20% of the proceeds will be donated to St. John Lutheran
School. Don’t forget to get your Monical’s Gift Card from Ram
Rebate.

St. John Youth Group Events
February – We will meet at Old Orchard Lanes, on Sunday, February 10, 1:00-3:00, for bowling and
pizza. Sign up on the Youth bulletin board if you would to join us!
March – The youth will participate in a service project for the Champaign County Humane Society.
We are asking the congregation to donate newspapers, which the youth will fold for the Humane
Society. They use newspaper everyday in the dog and cat cages. By folding the paper, the cleaning
process will be sped up for their workers and they can spend more time caring for the animals. We
are also collecting items from their wish list. Items include canned dog/puppy/cat/kitten food, dog
and cat toys, dog biscuits, critter treats, and much more. For a complete list, see the Youth Bulletin
Board or visit the Champaign County Humane Society website at www.cuhumane.org and look
under “Donate” and “Wishlist”. Boxes for newspapers and other donations will be in the coatroom.
The last day to bring in items will be Sunday, March 10. The youth will meet that afternoon to fold
papers and play games in the gym.

Vacation Bible School It is time to start
planning for this year's Vacation Bible
School. The theme for this year is
Miraculous Mission. It will be held on
June 17-21. Our first planning meeting is
February 16 at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall. Please
contact me if you are interested in volunteering.
Thank you! Sara
Work is proceeding on the Mary
Martha cookbook. Recipes are
being typed and Joyce will be
meeting with the printer to go over
printing details in the next couple of
weeks (weather permitting). We
received about 200 recipes.

St. John Webstore Is Open!

PTF Fun Fair
The annual PTF Fun Fair will be held on Saturday,
March 2nd, from 3:00 to 5:00. Join us for
inflatables, games, fun and fellowship.

Thrivent Choice Dollar Deadline Approaching
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have available
Choice Dollars have until March 31, 2019 to direct them.
Don't miss your opportunity to recommend that Thrivent
Financial provide funding to your favorite school, church
or nonprofit organization. Simply call 800-847-4836 and
say "Thrivent Choice" after the prompt or go to
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to designate or to learn
more. Thank you for participating.

https://stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/
There are many new designs and styles –
personalization and text options are available on
many items. Orders are processed as they are
received and are ready in 10-15 days. The school
office will contact you when items are ready for
pickup.

We will be hosting an Open House for Little Lamb
Preschool and Kindergarten on Tuesday, February
26th at 5:00-6:30pm.

This will be an opportunity for prospective families to
meet our teachers, see the classrooms, and ask
questions about our school. Please invite friends,
neighbors, family members, or anyone else who may
be interested in sending their child to St. John this
upcoming school year!
Men’s, Women’s & Youth Sizes
Polos (short & long sleeve) - Performance Tees
(short & long sleeve) and Hoodies - Cotton Tees short and long sleeve, many colors including tie-dye
- Sweatshirts (hoodies, zippered, & crewneck) Hats and Visors - Duffle Bag - Ringer and Jersey
Tees - Track Pants and Jackets

Save the
date
The middle school
performance of the
“Prodigal Clown”
will be on Friday, March 8, 6:30p
.

All classrooms will be open and all
teachers will be available.

Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of
stores and restaurants through Ram
Rebate and a percentage will go
towards your tuition or a school or
church account of your choice. Stop by the school office
or visit www.shopwithscrip.com or
www.myscripwallet.com for details. In Stock cards are
available during school office hours.

February Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday February 25
Pick-up on Friday of the week
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com for the complete list of
vendors.

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for February
Sunday, February 3
10:45

8:00 (&10:45 Prelude)
Instrumentalists

Alleluia Ringers

Wednesday, February 6 No Handbell rehearsal
Sunday, February 10

8:00
10:45

School 4-8 Choir
Mixed Choir

Sunday, February 17

8:00
10:45

Lois , violin
Men’s Choir

Sunday, February 24

8:00

Mixed Choir

Sunday, March 3
(Transfiguration)

8:00
8:00(& 10:45 Prelude)
10:45

Men’s Choir
Alleluia Ringers
Mixed Choir

Wednesday, March 6
(Ash Wednesday)

No Handbell rehearsal

Organ Update. Work continues in the Buzard Pipe Organ Builders factory on the enhancements to
our church’s organ. Interest has been expressed in visiting the factory to see the work in progress
there. If Saturday, February 16 will work for those who would like a tour, I would be glad to arrange
it for morning or afternoon as your schedules allow. Please speak to me!
The organ will be out of service starting March 4 for a few weeks while the installation takes place.
We will be taking full advantage of all the instrumental talent in the congregation during this period.
If you haven’t already let me know of your interest in assisting, be in touch so we can get music to
you and find a convenient time to practice together. Thank you!

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith

Mission Statement:
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

SECOND SEMESTER
CHAPEL OFFERING

Boys Basketball Games
Saturday, Feb. 1 at 10a – Danville Lutheran Tournament
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 6pm – Away vs St. Mary’s, Bloomington

Girls Volleyball Games
Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 6pm –HOME vs. Danville Lutheran
Thursday, Feb. 7 at 6pm –HOME vs. St. John, Mattoon
Friday, Feb. 8 at 6pm – Away vs. St. Johns, Buckley
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 6pm –Away vs. Danville Lutheran
Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 6pm – HOME vs. St. Thomas, Philo
Thursday, Feb. 21 at 6pm – HOME vs. St. Johns, Buckley
Friday, Feb. 22 at 6pm – Away vs. St. John, Mattoon
Tuesday, Feb. 26 at 6pm – Away vs St. Mary’s, Bloomington

Track and Field
Mon, Feb. 4 - Last day to sign up for the St. John
Track Team
Saturday, March 30 - St. John Track Invite

Some surveys estimate
the U.S. deaf population is 95-98% unchurched. The CID is
committed to reaching
deaf / hard of hearing
individuals. We will
help this ministry with
our second semester
Chapel Offering.
Chapel Offering for the
1st Wednesday of each
month will be food
items for the St. John
Food Pantry

ALARM CODE
CHANGE
Our new alarm
system installation
has been
completed. The
code has been
changed and
activated. If you
have a fob and
were unable to
come to the
training meeting,
please contact the
church office.

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
8
10
11
13
14
15
16
20
21
25

David & Loretta (61)
Pat & Cindy (29)
Larry & Gale (39)
Dave & Michelle (18)
Scott & Katie (13)
Marvin & Esther (62)
Brad & Sarah (8)
Gary & Tricia (6)
Tony & Jill (39); Doug & Christy (45);
Terry & Janice (53)
Glen & Diane (60)
Gary & Ronda (41)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
JANUARY
Sundays
Jan 6
Jan 13
Jan 20
Jan 27

Faith, Kris
Glen, Morgan
Elise, Clara, David, Chris, Cindy
Erica, Andy, Bill , Derek
Dan, Alex, Justin, Eden, Ben, Jay
Elizabeth, Brendan
Sara, Eunice, Dee, Don, Henry
Blake, Nicki
Chris, Jill
Lynn, Ellen
Emily
Anne, Caitlin
Alicia
Mar, Payton, Peter, Carol
Dan, Yvonne
Allie, Beth, Luke
Barbara, Brice, Ralph
Linda, Jessica, Jenna, Chris, Paulos , Kelly ,
Emma
20 Laura, Thelma, Sherry, Lisa
21 Dominic, Riane, Joyce

10:45 Comm
127 108
100
81
103
82

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
Jan 2
14 13
Jan 9
18 18
Jan 16
20 19
Jan 23
24 22
Jan 30
PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 ) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’
birthdays & anniversaries on file. Letting us know is a
great way to help us complete & correct our records.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

8:00 Comm
176 137
121 109
89
79

22
23
24
26
27
28

Jonathan, Brad, Hannah, Travis
Emily, Mark
Bob, Gered, Fiona
Christopher, Loretta
Ella, Chris
Louis

“This is the work of God, that you
believe in Him whom He has sent.”
John 6:29

Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 10th & 24th
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

3 4th Sunday after Epiphany

School Office
359-1714

4

Wed

Thu

5:30 Faith & Family
Night

6

7

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:30 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

10 5th Sunday after Epiphany 11

12

13

14 No School

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 Adult Information Class,
Youth Bowling @ Old
Orchard

6:00 Elders

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:30 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

19

20

21

9:15 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board
E.A.T. Night @
Monical’s (11am to
10pm)

17 6th Sunday after Epiphany 18 No School
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Adult Information Class

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
Newsletter Deadline 6:00 Council

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

24

25

26

27

28

9:15 MOPS

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:00 School Open
House
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:10 Chapel
3:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

7th Sunday after Epiphany

8:00 Holy Communion (MxC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

Fri
1

5

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Adult Information Class

2019
Sat
2

8

9

15 No School

16
9:00 VBS Meeting

22

23

