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 People make New Year’s resolutions that the 
coming year is going to be different – in some way 
better than the last.  They resolve that they’re going 
to change something about themselves that’s going 
to make all the difference between the life they have 
…  and the life they dream of having.   They imagine 
that they will be happier if they eat healthier, exercise 
regularly, get out of debt, save for a vacation, work on 
their marriage, spend more time with their children, or 
make improvements on the house.   As we assess our 
lives, there’s always room for improvement.  And most 
of us are interested in making changes for the better. 
 

 In 2017 -- we begin the year hopeful that we 
can wipe the slate clean and begin again.  Most of us 
crave a new and better life that is more in keeping 
with the life that we’ve imagined for ourselves.  There 
are a few fallacies however that go along with all of 
our New Year’s resolutions.  The first fallacy is that we 
can change who we are simply by changing our hab-
its.   As an example.  You would expect that if a person 
lost over a 100 lbs. that it would change their lives for-
ever.  While losing weight does improve a person’s 
health and appearance; many dieters are disappointed 
when they discover that losing all of that weight did 
not profoundly change who they are on the inside.  
They are still the same person with all of the painful 
memories of growing up obese with lingering low self-
esteem.   The only thing that’s changed is how they 
look on the outside.   A person may have the willpower 
to lose a lot of weight – but this alone will not change 
who they are, or how they see themselves. 
 

  Fallacy number two.  Most people make the 
mistake of assuming that they can change their lives 
by running away from their past.   Far too many 
attempt to leave their old lives behind, thinking they 
can reinvent themselves by changing everything 
around them.  Unhappy with life – but unwilling to 
change anything about themselves – they change 
everything external to them.   It’s like a bad actor 
who tells himself that his acting problem has to do 

with the set design, instead of how he delivers his 
lines.  Such people opt for changing everything 
around them in the hope that it will somehow 
change them. And so they change wives. They change 
occupations.  They change lifestyles. They change how 
they dress.  And they even may change their sexual 
orientation.  Unwilling or unable to make internal 
changes to their toxic personality, they blame their 
unhappiness on everything external to them.  Even 
groups of people can fall into this fallacy of change.  
Take church-goers.  Congregations change pastors, 
members change congregations, and sometimes 
Christians even change religions entirely, thinking 
these are the problem, instead of owning up to the 
changes they themselves need to make. 

 

  What most fail to grasp is that you can make all 
kinds of changes, without changing the monumental 
fact that you are – and will forever remain a sinner – 
unless God changes you.  The third fallacy is to believe 
that we can change the essence of who we are – on 
our own -- instead of relying upon God’s grace in Christ 
to change us.  Only God’s Spirit can produce the kind 
of substantial changes that we sinners are looking for 
when we attempt to make all of our own superficial 
changes.  As hard as it is for us to hear, none of us is 
able to make the necessary moral and spiritual changes 
within ourselves that affect who we are.  We can stop 
smoking.   And we can start exercising some restraint 
as to how we act in public.  But we cannot stop our-
selves from our inherited love of sinning unless the 
Holy Spirit intervenes. 

 

  In Ezekiel 18 the LORD demanded Israel to 
change when he demanded Israel’s repentance.  The 
Word of the Lord says, “Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make 
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!  Why will you 
die, O house of Israel?”  Here the Lord required Israel 
to make themselves a new heart.  Or to bring about 
their own repentance.  Then later in Ezekiel 36, the 
LORD in a promise of grace, the Lord gives Israel the 

Change Me Lord and I Shall Be Changed 



very thing that he had earlier demanded of Israel in 
the law.  God says in His grace, “And I will give you a 
new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.  And I 
will remove the heart of stone from your flesh.”  Here 
we see how the gospel freely gives to us what the 
law first demands from us.   Jeremiah once lamented 
that the Lord alone can do for us what he demands of 
us, when he prays, “Turn me Lord … and I shall be 
turned” (Jer. 31:18 KJV).  “To repent” means “to 
change” as in “to turn your life around”.  And so we 
see how only God’s grace in Christ can truly change us. 

 

 It’s true enough that in the law found in Ezekiel 
18 God demands us to change our hearts and to turn 
our lives around.  And though the law makes  it abun-
dantly clear that this is what God requires us to do, 
still we cannot do it.   Years of failed New Year’s reso-
lutions are a painful personal reminder that we cannot 
change ourselves in the ways that God’s law requires, 
and in the ways that we truly want to change.   And 
yet, God in the gospel chooses to do for us the very 
thing that we cannot do for ourselves using the law.  
We cannot change ourselves in order to create either 
a new heart or a new spirit within us.   Only the Lord 
can.  And so we pray in Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me”.   
Here is the humbling acknowledgement that we cannot 
change ourselves – much less save ourselves.   For it is 
by grace that we are saved through faith.  And this is 
not our doing … not even the faith part.  For the same 
grace that first forgives  us, also changes who we are.  
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ to do 
good works”. (Eph. 2:8-10). 
 

 Even as the cross changes God’s view of us, so 
the same cross changes our view of God.  God is forev-
er reconciled to us through the blood of his cross.  And 
through faith in his cross, we are now likewise recon-
ciled to God.  In an act of undeserved love, the Son of 
God served us by dying for us.  And now in response to 
His love we serve Christ by living for him.   As those 
Christ has redeemed, we now want to live for him in 
the new found freedom of the gospel.  God first grants 
us new status – by justifying the guilty on account of 
Christ.  Then God’s sanctifying work begins where we 
are given new hearts and a new desire to serve God.  
And so the same gospel that forgive us, changes us by 
turning our once unwilling hearts into willing hearts 
that want to serve the Lord with gladness. 

 Our entire Christian life is one of daily repent-
ance – so that as often as we stray from the path – 
God is constantly causing us to repent and turn back 
to him. The law is meant to turn us away from sin, but 
only God’s love in Christ can turn us back to God.  You 
cannot win people’s hearts so that they want to 
change – by demanding that they change.   If you don’t 
believe this, march into the other room and make an 
ultimatum to your husband or wife that they must 
change … or else.  Good luck with that.   In the same 
way, the law cannot change us by forcing us to do 
God’s will.  The commandments of God will just make 
sinners that much more stubbornly determined not to 
change.   The law cannot make sinners love God or 
want to live according to his will.  To the contrary, sin-
ners frequently do the very opposite of what God tells 
them to do.  For this reason, the law does nothing to 
improve our relationship with God or to change us for 
the better.  The law only reveals the problem like a cat 
scan reveals a tumor.   The law is purely diagnostic.   It 
cannot make us better.  In fact, it often increases sin 
and makes things worse. 
 

 So how does God change us in any real and 
meaningful way?   Here’s how God changes the sin-
ner’s heart so that it no longer offers any resistance.  
The LORD speaks tenderly to the contrite conscience 
saying, “Come now, let us reason together, though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow.” (Is. 1:18).  God’s forgiveness is white like the 
beauty of a fresh snow fall that whites out the dark-
ness and ugliness of everything that it covers.  Only 
this snowfall of Christ’s forgiveness doesn’t melt back 
into the slushy mud caused by commuting traffic.  In-
stead Christ covers us with the ever white robes of his 
own blood and righteousness so that no one, not even 
God chooses to see who we were in the past, but only 
who we are now in Christ.   Paul expresses this senti-
ment when he declares, “Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he [or she] is a new creation.  The old has passed 
away; behold the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17).  Forget 
past failed resolutions!  The newness we have in 
Christ changes everything! 
 
 Serving Christ by Loving You,       

 Pastor Mark Elliott 

 

  



In the midst of his lamenting to God over his sorrows, the prophet Jeremiah utters forth some of the most 

memorable words of the Bible.  From Lamentations 3:22–23, we read, “The steadfast love of the LORD never 

ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  What a 

great sentiment this is as another new year begins, another year of God’s grace! 

 

One of our New Year’s hymns uses that notion to end each of its verses.  It is hymn 896 in Lutheran Service 

Book and it is called Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year.  Its opening verse is this: “Now greet the swiftly 

changing year With joy and penitence sincere.  Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace Another year of 

grace.”  The concept of a new year may trouble you.  The thought of the unknown may disturb you.  Whatever 

struggles come your way and whatever cross you have to bear, the word of God from Lamentations and the 

words of this hymn can bring you comfort. 

 

God’s mercies are never-ending!  They are new to each of us every day.  And God’s faithfulness is perfect.  

He never fails you.  For you belong to him!  You are baptized in the name of Jesus.  Jesus’ blood covers you 

and makes you righteous in God’s sight.  God sees Jesus when he looks at you.  God speaks forth his Word of 

forgiveness to you through the preached Word you hear every Sunday morning.  The Lord proclaims mercy to 

you each week through the Word of absolution in the Divine Service.  And Christ Jesus richly gives you his 

love in his own body and blood.  God loves to give his grace to you, to strengthen your faith as you live in his 

created world, and to lift you out of the darkness of despair and guilt over your sinfulness. 

 

Right into the midst of all of this broken world’s heartache and pains comes the grace of God in Christ Jesus.  

The Means of Grace—Word and Sacraments—are the gifts God gives greatly and often for you, his people.  

Another year of God’s grace is such a blessing, for you belong to him and he is with you always. 

 

The celebration of Epiphany brings this to light.  This celebration is all about God revealing his Christ to the 

world.  All the world.  To you and me and all people.  God’s grace is for all people.  The Magi were foreign-

ers—non-Israelites—who were drawn by God to come and worship the Son of God incarnate.  The Baptism of 

Christ Jesus reveals the divine nature of Jesus for all to see and hear, marking him as the redeemer and savior 

of all the world.  Christ’s Transfiguration reveals the glory hidden in Jesus, which will be revealed on the Last 

Day, glory that you too shall share as his chosen people. 

 

These key events of Epiphany make known to all the world God’s desire to save all people through Jesus 

Christ.  That desire to save all people has now resulted in your baptism, your reception of the Lord’s Supper, 

your faith in Jesus Christ, as God has drawn you to Jesus as he drew the Magi.  The season of Epiphany re-

veals this heart and will of God.  He longs to and loves to give you grace and mercy.  His grace is undeserved 

and rich.  His mercy is unconditional and it never ends.  And this New Year is filled with it, in Word and Sac-

rament, as God has promised.  He has made that promise each year and he has kept it.  And he will continue to 

do just that until he sends Jesus to return, when you will see him face-to-face, the Word of God incarnate, the 

grace of God in the flesh! 

 

Happy New Year to you all and the Lord bless your celebration of Epiphany!  Enjoy  

another year of God’s grace to you in Jesus! 

 

Pastor Caithamer 

Another Year of Grace, and It Begins with Epiphany! 



 
 

 
 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Ellie and family at the death of cousin 
Jane  
 

Following Surgery:  Anita , Merv , John , Bob  
 

Hospitalized:  Mary , Larry -brother of Pastor, Jane  
-mother of Jeff  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Lucille , Leona , Aaron -nephew of Roger & Nor-
ma , Louis , Ed , Steve -son of Bob & Joan , Dave , Todd -grandson of Harold , 
Tom , Linda -sister of Keith , Kent , Wayne & Leona , Karla  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Jennifer -sister in law of Ellie,  
Jeannette, Linda, Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Ken, Jason-grandson of Lois  
 

For Comfort, Strength & Peace:  Harriet -aunt of Joan , Judy  
-mother of Jim Mohr 
 

For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Luke, Christopher, 
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and 
the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca 
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, 
Jamaica 

Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives  
that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the 
second Thursday of each month to Original 

Pancake House for food and 
fellowship, and devotion and 

prayers led by Pastor 
Caithamer.  Please join us this 
month on Thursday, January 

12th, at 7:00am. 

Let Us Pray 

Tom Brown thanks the congregation for all 
their warm wishes and prayers. 

Sunday School News 
We would like to recognize the following stu-
dents for their Sunday School Attendance of 
80% or better for the first half of the year. 
 

Eli   Adelaide  
Nadia  Ella  
Peter  Jake  
Sylvia  Judah  
Finnegan  Zoe  
Liam  Charlie  
Noelle  Jack  
Josh  Maggie  
Maggie  Abby  
Devven  Logan  

          Continue to grow in The Word! 

The Church Office will be closed the week between Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day.  Pastor Elliott will be on vacation, but Pastor Caithamer 

will be available in his office for all Pastoral needs.    He will not be avail-

able to let people in the building, so if you will need access to the build-

ing during that week, please contact the church office about obtaining a 

key fob prior to that week.   

LIFELIGHT returns for a 9-week Bible study on the second half of the 
Gospel of Matthew. Take your pick of classes either Wednesday eve-
nings at 5:45, Thursday mornings at 9:00, or Thursday evenings at 6:30. 
Classes start January 4 and 5. To sign up, look for our table in the over-
flow or contact Steve Haase, Eunice Carmichael or Matt Kaufman.  

Thank you to everyone who came to Family Advent Night.  We had a 

great turn out, good food and wonderful fellowship.  Here are some of 

the highlights:  Maggie Caithamer – Singing Christmas Carols; Josh 

Caithamer - Decorating Christmas cookies and eating pizza; Eli  

Stephens – I liked making the crafts; Evan Stephens– I loved decorating 

cookies and making a Christmas tree; Presley Ideus – I liked all the 

crafts; Bailey Punkay – I enjoyed the craft activities. 

January’s LYF Fest we will be meeting at 

Old Orchard Lanes on January 8th in Savoy 

from 2:30 to 4:30.  We will have a short Bible 

study at the bowling alley and then bowl the 

rest of the time.   
 

Drop off:  2:30pm at Old Orchard Lanes, 901 

N Dunlap St., Savoy, IL; Pick up:  4:30pm at 

Old Orchard Lanes.  
 

What to bring:  $10 cash per person and any 

additional money for extra snacks. 
 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the Youth 

Bulletin Board or you can just email. 



From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed 
about the financial condition of the Church we are including 
information about our current financial situation. 
 

The Collapsed Income and Expense report on the printed 
version,  shows the amount of income and expenses for 
the year to date.  
 

 

 
 

May God continue to bless all the  
members of St. John! 
 

Finance Board 

Friday January 20, 5-7 
Pasta Dinner for the 7th grade class trip to 
Gettysburg.  More details coming in January. 

Principal Call Committee Update 
Over the past several weeks we have reviewed twenty-one 

candidates for the principal position and contacted six of 

them. These six candidates were not open to a call at this 

time. We met as a group on November 29, to start searching 

for candidates again.  In addition to the resources we have, 

we are asking the congregation for possible principal candi-

dates. Please submit any names and contact information to 

Faith . We are also asking each of you to pray as we search 

for the principal.  

The PTF Ice Skating Party is a church/school event that 
all are invited to attend!  It is being held on January 7th at 
the University of Illinois Ice Arena from 4:30-
6:30pm. This is a free fellowship event that is 
paid for by the St. John Lutheran School  
Parent-Teacher Fellowship. We hope to see 
you there! 



      Music Notes      
 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Blessed Epiphany! 
 

 
Thanks again to all our talented and devoted singer, ringers, and players who add so 
much to our worship together, especially during the holidays.   
 

Rehearsals resume the week of January 8 in the church balcony, and we continue to  
welcome everyone, newcomers and seasoned regulars alike! 
 

Mixed Choir – Thursdays from 6:45 – 7:30.   
Next performances Sunday, January 8 at 10:45 service and Sunday, January 22 at 10:45 
service.  
 
Men’s Choir – Thursdays from 6:00 – 6:45.   
Next performances Sundays, January 15 at 10:45 service and Sunday, January 29 at 8:00 
service. 
 
Alleluia Ringers – Wednesdays at 6:00.   
Next performances Sunday, January 22 and Sunday, February 5 (early service and possi-
bly Prelude at late service.) 
 

Our Reformation 500th anniversary exploration of the hymns of Martin Luther continues 
in January, focusing on two of his hymns.   Did you know that he wrote 38 of them?  Did 
you know that the first one commemorated the marytrdom in 1523 of two Belgian Au-
gustinian monks who were early followers of Luther?  It was a ballad that would have 
been sung by wandering minstrels spreading the word (the 16th century equivalent of 
Facebook!) 
 

Throughout Epiphany we will be singing Luther’s versification of the Nunc dimittis, “In 
peace and joy I now depart,” as our Post-Communion canticle.  This also is an early 
product of Luther’s indefatigable hand. 
 

On January 8, when we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, we will sing Luther’s hymn 
“To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord,” and we will hear Bach’s great organ setting of this 
hymn as the Postlude. 
 

Do you have a favorite Martin Luther hymn?  Let me know!   
 

Keith Williams 



1 Sina, Carson, Sherryl, LaVonne, 
Miranda 

2 Chris, Katie, Edna, Maria  
3 Sarah, Sherrie, Linda  

4 Kody, T.J.  
5 Jennifer, Jeanette  
6 Bennett, Donaven, Brad  
7 Ali , Mia  
8 Finnegan, James, Hendricks  
9 Cindy, Olivia, Dylan, Ken, Lou Ann, Donna, 

Kamryn  
10 Peter, Sara, Margaret, Judah, Maggie, George  
12 Meaghan, Jim  
13 Karen, Ryan, Betty, Allison, Chad  
14 Tamara, Kaleb  
15 Carrie, Doug, Darlene, Lindermann 
16 Suzzanna, Dennis 
17 Zoe, Reagan  
18 Ben, Jill, Christian  
19 Van, Bret, Steve 
20 Tryston, Susan, Gary, Karen, Barb , Michael 
21 Mike, Larry, Kaitlin, Richele  
22 John, Jacelyn  

23 Donna, Mark, Juleigh, Lorraine  
24 Walt  
25 Matthew, Charlene 
26 Dawn, Larry  
27 Gwyneth, Jim  
28 Joshua, Robin, Erin  
29 Mary, Esther, Kevin, Jennifer, Laura, Joseph  
30 Tom, Daryl, James, Linda  
31 Lila, Myla, Sierra  

 

5 Richard & Leona (60) 
8 Eric & Kristina (12) 
12 Matt & Kylene (16) 
13 Daniel & Linda (27) 
18 Bill & Phyllis (48) 
19 David & Donna (54) 

28 Jim & Jeannine (56) 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  

 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your 

birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.  

Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’ 

birthdays & anniversaries on file.  Letting us know of 

errors or omissions is a great way to help us complete & 

correct our records. 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
DECEMBER 
 

 

Sundays 8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
 Dec 4 186 145 104 116 
 Dec 11 190 155   89   73 
 Dec 18 109   76 112   93  
                       
Wednesdays 3:30 Comm 7:15 Comm     
 Dec 7   80 64 n/a n/a 
 Dec 14         75 57 40 35 
 Dec 21  
 

Christmas Eve   5:00    7:15   Comm    10:00 
 Sat, Dec 24 

 

Christmas Day 10:00 Comm 
 Sun, Dec 25   
 

New Year’s Eve     7:15 Comm 
 Sun, Dec. 31  

 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  New Year’s Day 

 10:00 Holy Communion 

2 
Church Office Closed 

 

3 
7:00 Trustees 
 

4  Epiphany Obs. 

5:45 Lifelight 

7:15 Holy Communion 

 

5 
  9:00 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:30 Lifelight 

   

6 7 
9:00 Take down  

         Decorations 

4:30 PTF Ice Skating 

        Party 

8 Baptism of Our Lord 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School  

10:45 Holy Communion (MxC) 

  2:30 LYF Fest 

9 
9:00 MOPS 

6:00 Finance Board 

10 
6:00 Elders 

11 
  8:05 Chapel 

10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

 

12 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 

          Breakfast 

  9:00 Lifelight 

10:00 Evangelism 

  1:30 Mary Martha 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

13 14 

15  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School  

10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 

Life Sunday 

16   
Day School Closed 

17 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

18 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

19 
9:00 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

20 
5:00 Spaghetti Dinner 

        w/PTF Game  

        Night following 

 

21 

22  3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

  8:00 Holy Communion (AR) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School  

10:45 Holy Communion (MxC) 
 

Lutheran Schools Week 

23 
9:00 MOPS 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

24 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:30 Stewardship 

  7:00 Youth Board 

25 
8:05 Chapel 

5:30 PTF Meeting 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

26 
9:00 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

27 28 
Pastor Elliott’s day 

off:  Mondays 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s 

day off:  Fridays 

29  4th Sunday after Epiphany 

  8:00 Holy Communion (MC) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 

          Sunday School  

10:45 Holy Communion 

30 31 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

8th & 22nd at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

  

2017 

D  a  y      S  c  h  o  o  l       C  l  o  s  e  d 


