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A Year in Review, and Preview
As another year has come to an end, a new year has begun. Thanks be to God that he is Lord over all time and knows our future before
we get there. In thanksgiving to God for his many blessings, I have decided to use this space this month as a review of important events
at St. John in 2017 and as a preview of what is to come at St. John in 2018.
Review of 2017
In January, after nearly twenty years of ministry at St. John, Pastor Elliott was encouraged by his doctors to resign from his call to St.
John due to health reasons. At the Voters’ meeting at the end of February, the congregation granted Pastor Elliott’s request for a peaceful
release from his call. The congregation was grateful to Pastor Elliott for his many years of service to the church and school.
After a joyous Easter celebration in April, St. John was pleased to host, for the first time in almost twenty years, the Central Illinois District’s Spring Pastors’ Conference. Sessions were held in the Fellowship Hall, with meals being served in the gym. The guest speakers
for this gathering were Tim Goeglein, Rev. Dr. Peter Scaer, and Rev. Michael Salemink, with the focus being on the preservation and
value of life. Over 140 pastors were in attendance for this conference.
Early in the summer, the members of St. John once again came together to orchestrate and host Vacation Bible School, as led by the direction of the board for parish education. Because 2017 was the celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, the VBS theme
was “A Mighty Fortress,” based off of Luther’s great hymn. Our volunteers numbered over 45 from the church, with over 145 students
attending each day. That is the largest number we have seen in years. To God be the glory!
The fall months saw a lot of planning and preparation go into celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. St. John hosted a circuit-wide Reformation Vespers service, on Sunday, October 29 at 4pm. Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb served as the guest preacher for the service,
with a vocal choir made up of members from various congregations, and included the accompaniment of professional musicians, all led
by our organist, Keith Williams. St. John’s fellowship board blessed all participants with a German-themed dinner in the gym. Over 360
people attended the service and about 340 stayed for the dinner. We also had about 105 people from our church attend a special screening
held at the Savoy 16 of the newest documentary on the life of Martin Luther, entitled Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World.
What a blessing it was to celebrate this grand occasion in so many great ways. Thank you to all who made it possible!
Preview of 2018
Since our former principal left our school one and half years ago, Mrs. Faith Block has been serving as interim principal and she has been
doing a terrific job! Her willingness to tackle the main administrative tasks of the principal allowed the principal call committee to thoroughly search for a new principal. After three calls were extended and returned during the 2016–2017 school year, Mr. Timothy Gabbert
accepted the call extended to him this past fall! Thanks be to God! His wife, Vicki, is also a teacher and she will be serving St. John Lutheran School as a junior high level teacher next school year. We are blessed to have them join our faculty in the months ahead and look
forward to realizing the potential our school has for sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the families in our community and for increasing
in enrollment as God sees fit. Many thanks belong to all those teachers who continue to serve faithfully in their vocations as those who
are leaders for the younger members of our congregation and for those from the community. God bless you all!
St. John has been asked to host the spring convention for the Central Illinois District’s branch of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, which is
the organization responsible for Lutheran Hour Ministries. This gathering will be held on Saturday, March 17. Guest speakers will be
Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, the new director of the newly established Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. and United
States Representative from Illinois and fellow Missouri Synod Lutheran, John Shimkus. This is pending approval of our church council.
More details and information will be available soon.
The summer of 2018 promises to host another exciting adventure in Vacation Bible School (VBS). With many of our dedicated volunteers returning to
help once more, VBS will provide young students with a great opportunity to hear the Gospel, learn Bible stories and memory verses, and make

new friends. You can start praying for this summer’s VBS now, that many children will be led to experience our Gospel-centered program.

Did you know that the year 2018 at St. John can be as good as you want it to be? I can promise you continued high-quality worship services each week that are steeped in the treasured and traditional liturgies that we have practiced for so long. If you faithfully come to St.
John for worship and Bible class, I pray that you continue in your regular worship and growth in God’s Word. Your brothers and sisters
in Christ benefit weekly from your presence and ongoing love and support. If your attendance at church is something you would like to
see increase, then know that you are always welcome back at St. John. Your brothers and sisters in Christ at St. John would love to see
you resume faithfully worshiping with them as we all freely receive the gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation that come to us in
the means of grace: Word and Sacraments. This is my sincerest prayer for you.
Also, plan to take advantage of the Bible study opportunities that are available to you. Each class always has room for more, so don’t let
that stop you. Lifelight Bible classes meet about three times per year for about nine weeks each session. Sunday’s bulletin and the
monthly newsletter will alert you to when the next session is about to begin. The Tuesday morning class meets weekly in the fellowship
hall from 10:00 to 11:30am. We were blessed to average about 20 attendees each week, but there is always room for
more. We will continue to study the Book of Acts and you are welcome to join us any time!
continued

The Sunday morning Bible class will start off the year spending a portion of each session studying the aftermath of the Reformation and
the rise of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, our church body. We will also examine the Gospel reading assigned for the day and
I will attempt to answer any questions that arise about the other readings. You are invited to join us in the fellowship hall each week. If
you have not tried the class lately, I encourage you to come back and join us. As I would love to have you grow in the faith through this
class, feel free to let me know of any Bible passages, Bible stories, theological topics, and other matters that you would like to study or
discuss by emailing me .
What a joy it is to be among the people of God in Christ Jesus at St. John. I am looking forward to a great 2018 with you. I pray that all
will be able to join us each week as we grow in the faith given to us in Baptism and nourished in the Lord’s body and blood of his Supper.
The Lord bless you this new year and always! Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Susan & Earl , Chuck & Phyllis, and Danny & Beth at the death of mother Darlene ,
the family of Barbara at her death, the
family of Marie at her death
Following Surgery: Keith
For Healing and Recovery: Marlene ,
Lorelai , Bob , Gladys , Lois , Leona ,
Gary , Eunice, Marta, Lucille, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel -niece
of Judy, Jack, Joyce -sister of Joan , Bobby -brother of
Cindy , Nicholas -grandson of Tony & Jill , Cathy -sister
of Millie , Dale -brother in law of Ellie ,
Stephen -son of Ken Meier, Merv Strom, John
Manning, Todd -grandson of Harold , Tom
For Successful Treatments: Jeannette , Joan , Connie -sister in law of Linda, Nancy, Maxine, Jason grandson of Lois, Ken
For our Military: Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Thank you to all the members of St. John for your
prayers, cards, and well wishes after my surgery.
Marlene

The family of Darlene wish to express our heartfelt
thanks and gratitude for all of the prayers, cards, and
memorials offered on behalf of our mother. We also
wish to deeply thank all those who prepared food for
the wonderful luncheon and for the faithful ladies who
served it. Though we are saddened by mom’s death, we rejoice in the
truth that she is at rest in Our Lord and Savior.

LWML—thanks to all who donated cookies or bought
cookies. You helped make this year’s Cookie Walk a
great success. Our next meeting will be held on January 22 at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will have a
soup supper, fellowship and Bible study. All ladies are
welcome to join us.

The St. John youth group is invited to ice skating
fun with St. John school PTF on Sat, January 6,
2018, 4:30pm – 6:30pm at UI Ice Arena. No charge
for admission or skate rental just bring money for
concessions. Meet at Ice Arena. Sign up outside church office or RSVP
to Vanessa.
The Nominating Committee members are Kurt, Tony, Dan, John and
Mike , working with Pastor Caithamer and Matt to develop a slate of
officer candidates for 2018. If you're interested in serving in church
office in the coming year, please feel free to speak with any of
them. Thanks to all the committee members for helping out!

Mission Statement: United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the
Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited
the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food,
fellowship, devotion and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, January 11th, at 7:00am.
Undecorating the Sanctuary - We could use
your help on Saturday morning, January 6, to help
take down and put away the church's Christmas
decorations. Many hands will make the job go
quickly. We'll get started at 9:00.

Faith and Family Night - Please join us for our next Faith
and Family night on Friday, January 5, from 5:307:00pm. We'll have dinner together, followed by an Epiphany themed scavenger hunt. Families with children of all ages
are invited, and we'd love to see both new and returning
families. A sign-up sheet is available near the fellowship hall.
On Behalf of the Evangelism Board
Many thanks to everyone who participated in
Lutheran Social Services of Illinois’ children’s gift drive
by donating gifts. Through your generosity, over 90 gifts
were given to local low-income foster children who would not have
received any Christmas gifts otherwise. Many of these children have
never had anything they can call their own, and being told they can
keep their gifts (and not return them) is a source of wonder for them.
God’s blessings on your Christmas!
Have you heard of THRED? THRED is an online Lutheran Hour
Ministries outreach platform. THRED focuses on making connections
with those outside of the church by fostering open and honest conversations (via blogs and moderated comments) about issues of life,
faith, and Jesus. December's topic is reconciliation. Past discussion
topics have included consumerism and gratitude for privilege in the
midst of poverty. Check them out at lhm.org/thred or by searching
for THRED on Facebook.

Lifelight is back. Join us for a 9-week Bible study on
the book of Acts, part 2. You can come Wednesday
evenings at 5:45pm, Thursday mornings at 9am, or
Thursday evenings at 6:30pm. Classes start January
17th/18th. To sign-up, look for our table in the overflow
on Sunday mornings, or contact Eunice, Matt, or Neil.

Another E.A.T. Night Is Here!!!
The January E.A.T. night will be at Panera
on Kirby Ave. on Monday, January 8,
4-8pm!! Panera is giving back 20% of our
purchases! Bring in the flyer or show it on your
smart phone to make sure that 20% of the proceeds
will be donated to St. John Lutheran School.
E.A.T. nights are a great opportunity to raise some
money, dine on great food, and enjoy wonderful
fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ!
Don’t forget to bring in the flyer. See you there!

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser
Friday, January 20, 5-7 p.m.
Penne pasta with marinara sauce, meatballs,
breadsticks, and salad. Beverages will include
lemonade and water. Plus, load up on delicious
desserts at the live and silent auctions!
Tickets are $8 for adults; $5 kids 12 & under.
They are available from a 7th grader, the school
office, or at the door. Tickets will also be available between services on Jan. 7th and 14th. If you
would like to donate a dessert for the auction,
there is a sign-up sheet outside the office doors
or please contact Kim Schmidt or the school office, 359-1714. All proceeds go toward the 2018
Gettysburg/D.C. field trip next fall.

Upcoming Home Games
Come Cheer for the Rams!
Adult Admission $3
St. John Students FREE!
Monday, January 8th at 5:30pm –Girls VB vs. Countryside
Tuesday, January 9th at 6pm – Boys BB vs. Thomasboro
Thursday, January 11th at 6pm – Boys BB vs. Danville
Lutheran
Thursday, January 18th at 6pm – Boys BB vs. Next
Generation
Monday, January 12th at 6pm – Girls VB vs. Calvary,
Normal
Friday, January 26th at 6pm – Girls VB Varsity vs. Next
Generation
Monday, January 29th at 6pm – Girls VB vs. St. Mary’s,
Bloomington

Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores
and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a
percentage will go towards your tuition or a
school or church account of your choice.
Stop by the school office or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com or
www.myscripwallet.com for details. In Stock cards are
available during school office hours.
January Order Dates:
Orders Due: Tuesday Jan. 9 & Monday Jan. 22
Pick-up: the following Friday
*All the dates for the year are on the calendar on the
school’s website: www.stjohnls.com

Music Notes
I am delighted and grateful to report that my hip replacement surgery went well.
Your cards, calls, and prayers have buoyed me throughout this period. We are
blessed in many ways here at St. John, and being part of this loving community of
faith is of tremendous support.
As always, the devotion and steadfastness (and flexibility!) of our singers, ringers,
and instrumentalists is a tremendous blessing, both to me personally and to our
church as a whole. Thank you! Thanks also to my friend and colleague Mark
Dirksen for so ably filling in on the organ bench during my absence.
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs will go back to the normal schedule as
follows:
Wednesdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm Alleluia Ringers
Rehearsal 1.3
No rehearsal 1.10
Rehearsals 1.17, 1.24. 1.31
Thursdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Rehearsals 1.11, 1.18, 1.25, 2.1
Thursdays, from 6:45 – 7:30 pm
Mixed Choir
Rehearsals 1.11, 1.18, 1.25, 2.1
January 7
8:00
Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)
January 14
10:45
Mixed Choir
January 21
8:00
Lois, violin
(Beginning of Lutheran Schools week)
January 28
8:00
Men’s Choir
February 4
8:00
Alleluia Ringers (&10:45 Prelude)
With the return to the three-year Lectionary, we once again will have an
Epiphany season that culminates with the Feast of the Transfiguration, on February 11. Although it is has been nice to observe (and say) Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Quinquigesima, I am more comfortable with Transfiguration at the end of
Epiphany, where we can bury the “Alleluias” right before Lent. For now, let us
truly rejoice throughout the Epiphany season, in the Word made manifest among
us.
We will observe and celebrate Epiphany, one of the major Festivals of the
Church Year, on Wednesday, January 3 at 7:15 pm. We will of course sing the
“Queen of Chorales” How brightly shines the morning star. The title to “Wie
schön” reads, “A spiritual bridal song of the believing soul concerning Jesus Christ,
her Heavenly Bridegroom, founded on the 45th Psalm of the prophet David.”

There are many
great things
happening for
National Lutheran
Schools Week!
There are special dress-up themes
for each day. The week will end with
a Teachers vs. Students Volleyball
game. All week long students will
participate in an online mission trip
to Cambodia. Students will explore
how people live and the Gospel is
shared in Cambodia. Our chapel
offerings will go towards the
Lutheran Hour Ministries
In Cambodia.

Littler Lambs
A Friday Morning Playgroup
Who? Children ages birth -5
years old and their parent or caregiver
Where? St. John School Gym
When? Friday mornings after
Little Lamb Preschool dropoff
(8:10am)
The first 20 minutes will be free
playtime with toys and large
motor equipment. Circle time will
start at 8:30 with songs, stories
about Jesus, and games. Free
play will continue until 9:30am. No signup
necessary - Drop in
anytime! Join us on
January 12, 19, & 26.

The after school care group
would like to give a big thanks
for the generous snack
donations we have received, your
generosity is so appreciated!

It is said that the melody to “Wie schön” became so popular that numerous church chimes were set to it.
Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams
St. John Lutheran School
Talent Show
Friday, January 19, 2017 at 7 pm
following 7th Grade Pasta Dinner
If you would like to perform in the talent show, please
fill out a form (one per act) and return it to the school
office no later than Tuesday, January 16. Forms are
available on the Narthex table and in the school office.
Acts should run no longer than 3-4 minutes. All acts
must be approved by the Talent Show Committee.

St. John
Lutheran
Custom Cups
On sale now for
$3.00. Stop by
the school or
church office and get
yours today!

Save the date! Do you love to ice
skate, or would you like to give it a try?
The annual St. John Ice Skating Party
will be on Saturday, January 6th from
4:30-6:30pm at the U of I
Ice Arena. There is no
charge for this family
fellowship event!

School News

January is an exciting month at school. We celebrate National Lutheran Schools Week (January 21-26). What
we know is that without our supportive church we would not have a school. As we celebrate the week with fun
activities, I will be saying thank you prayers for the generous hearts of our amazing congregation.
January is also the midpoint of the school year. Some of our students will be participating in the Central Illinois
District Spelling Bee in Springfield on January 6. The January E.A.T. Night is at Panera from 4-8pm on January
8. We will hold a school Geography Bee on January 12. Our Spaghetti Dinner (4:30-7:00 pm) and Talent
Show (7:00 pm) is on January 19. The boys basketball schedule continues, and the girls volleyball season
begins.
Thank you for your many donations that help our school.
Happy New Year!
Faith Block
Interim Principal

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

5
6
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

1 Sina, Carson, Sherryl, LaVonne,
Miranda
2 Chris, Katie, Edna, Maria
3 Sarah, Sherrie, Linda
4 Major, Kody, T.J.
Jennifer, Jeanette
Bennett, Donaven, Brad
Ali, Mia, Abby
Finnegan, James, Hendricks
Cindy, Olivia, Dylan, Ken, Lou Ann, Donna,
Kamryn
Peter, Margaret, Judah, Maggie, George
Meaghan, Jim
Karen, Ryan, Betty, Allison, Chad
Tamara, Kaleb
Carrie, Doug, Lindermann
Suzzanna, Dennis
Zoe, Reagan
Ben, Jill, Christian
Van, Bret, Steve
Tryston, Susan, Gary, Karen, Barb , Michael
Mike, Larry, Kaitlin, Richele
John, Jacelyn

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Donna, Juleigh,
Mikayla
Matthew, Charlene
Dawn, Larry
Dick, Gwyneth, Jim
Joshua, Robin, Erin
Esther, Kevin, Jennifer, Laura, Joseph
Tom, Daryl, James, Linda
Lila, Myla, Sierra

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
DECEMBER
Sundays

5
8
12
13
18
19
28

Richard & Leona (61)
Eric & Kristina (13)
Matt & Kylene (17)
Daniel & Linda (28)
Bill & Phyllis (49)
David & Donna (55)
Jim & Jeannine (57)

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’
birthdays & anniversaries on file. Letting us know of
errors or omissions is a great way to help us complete &
correct our records.

Dec 3
Dec 10
Dec 17

8:00 Comm
188
177
208

155
146
186

10:45 Comm
124
125
129

100
106
103

9:00 Comm
Dec 24

Wednesdays 3:30 Comm
Dec 6
Dec 13
Dec 20

74
74

Christmas Eve

47
61

7:15 Comm
49
29

5:00 10:00

Sun, Dec 24

Christmas Day
Mon, Dec 25

10:00 Comm

New Year’s Eve

7:15 Comm

Sun, Dec. 31

43
25

2018
Sun
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 14th & 28th
at 2:30pm

Mon
1 New Year’s Day
Church Office Closed

Tue
2

Wed
3 Epiphany Obs.

5:30 Fellowship Board 7:15 Holy Communion
6:00 Trustees
6:30 School Board

Thu
4

5

6 Epiphany
9:00 Take down the
decorations
4:30 PTF Ice
Skating Party

12

13

19

20

26

27

8

9 Day School resumes 10

11

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

4:00 E.A.T. @ Panera
(ends at 8:00)

6:00 Elders
6:00 Finance Board

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

14

15

16

17

18

8:00 Holy Communion
6:30 LWML
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)

10:00 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Council

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

21

22

23

24

25

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
5:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

28

29

30

31

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS

10:00 Adult Bible Class

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

Sat

12:30 Widow’s Group 5:30 Faith & Family
Night

7 Baptism of our Lord

Day School Closed

Fri

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

