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Not a Pope; Not a Super Saint; Simply a Disciple and Confessor
The Confession of St. Peter
Jesus asked the question of his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” The disciples of Jesus responded by
telling him that some circles of followers believed Jesus to be John the Baptizer reborn. Other pockets of
disciples were certain Jesus was the great prophet Jeremiah or even Elijah. Many others were content to view
Jesus simply as one of the prophets, special, but not so much different from the rest.
Then, Jesus asked the chief question, “But who do you say that I am?” The question was directed at his
disciples, the men who had spent more time with him than anyone else. They knew of his full humanity as they
ate with him, drank with him, and prayed with him. They knew he got tired and they knew he needed
refreshment. Those twelve men were also eye-witnesses to Jesus’ actions of bringing the dead back to life, of
completely cleansing the sick from their contagious diseases, of walking on water as though it were dry ground,
of commanding perilous storms to cease their treachery (which they did), and even commandeering the
Insidious behaviors of demons who tortured poor individuals, casting them away from their unwilling hosts.
“You are the Christ, the son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16; Mark 9:29; Luke 9:20). It was Peter who spoke
those words. Peter had a tendency to speak on behalf of the twelve disciples, whether officially or not is
unknown. Peter was certainly correct, but to keep him from becoming conceited, and to reveal the proper
source of Peter’s confession, the Lord Jesus replied, “Blessed are you Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 16:17). In other words, like those who
said Jesus was Elijah or one of the prophets, Peter could not draw the conclusion of truth on his own. Such a
sacred fact is only made known by the Father himself.
Jesus goes on to say that he will actually build his church on this foundation. No, it is not the foundation of
Peter himself, though his name, “Petros”, means rock. Peter would go on to deny knowing Jesus three times.
Peter would hide in fear in the locked upper room following Jesus’ death. Peter would be rebuked by the
apostle Paul for his stance on requiring circumcision for non-Jewish Christians. And, of course, Peter would die
and be gone from the scene of this earth. Hardly a stable foundation for the powerful and holy Church of
Christ, which Peter himself would admit.
The true foundation of the Church of Christ is Christ Jesus himself. That teaching is all-important that says that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Those words encapsulate two most important articles of Christian
faith: that Jesus is the one anointed to win forgiveness for all by his death on the cross, and that he can only do
so as the one who is fully God and fully man. As the heart and core of the Gospel of salvation, this doctrine is
what causes even the devil and his minions to shutter in fear. The gates of hell cannot prevail against Jesus
Christ and him crucified, nor any who belong to him.
Peter was truly blessed to be the human being chosen to speak those sacred words. Peter would go on to be
reinstated as one of the twelve apostles of Christ (John 21). Peter, with John, would lead the early Christian
Church, with the apostle Paul becoming a focal point for the Church following his miraculous and shocking
conversion (Acts 9). Peter and Paul would both end up in Rome, possibly at the same time. Peter is said to
have died in Rome in the mid-60s AD, possibly being crucified upside down (as church tradition has taught).
Some Christian historians believe Peter led the church in Rome as bishop for 25 years. Other central locations
of Christianity, such as Antioch and Ephesus, would also be led by bishops who oversaw all the churches in their
area.

Because Rome was the capital of the empire, the church in Rome became the most well-known. And, once
Christianity was legalized in the Roman empire by Emperor Constantine, Rome became the uncontested center
of Christianity in the western world. As a result, the bishop who presided over the many churches in Rome was
viewed by many as the father figure over all the Christian churches. That title of “father” is what we know
today as the title of pope, from the Latin word that means “papa” or “father.”
As Peter was possibly the first bishop of Rome, later Christians looking back on history declared Peter to be the
first pope. And the Roman Catholic Church certainly considers Peter as such, even understanding Jesus’ words
to Peter in Matthew 16 to be speaking specifically of Peter as the foundation of Christ’s church. As Lutherans,
this is one of the may places we part ways with the Roman Catholic Church, refusing to believe Peter or any
other so-called “pope” is infallible in their belief and declaration of Jesus, as the Catholic Church has taught.
Martin Luther was not the first to discover that the popes in history often disagreed with each other and with
the councils that met to discuss matters of doctrine. But, he certainly emphasized the trauma this had caused
the church in history and identified this issue as one of the most prominent in covering over the true Gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Truth be told, St. Peter, the true apostle of Christ, would not have agreed with the Catholic Church’s view of
him. Peter’s epistles, included in the New Testament, testify to his own service to Christ and firmly steer his
readers to the one Lord, Jesus Christ. “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty…And we have the
prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place…” (2 Peter 1:16, 19). Though Peter had witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus and the resurrected Christ,
and though he was a leader of the Church as one of the twelve apostles, Peter steered his fellow Christians to
the even-more-sure prophetic Word that had been handed down to them.
No, Peter was not a pope as the world knows popes today. No, Peter was not a super saint as he had his own
sin of which he was well-aware. No, Peter, nor any pope, is to be viewed as Christ on earth, as the Catholic
Church has taught. Peter was a disciple of Jesus, one of the twelve, just as in need of forgiveness, life, and
salvation as all other sinners. His confession of Jesus as the Christ we remember on January 18, the day that the
church has chosen to remember Peter’s ministry in Rome. That confession is sacred. It is who we are as
Christians. Without it, we are no different than the rest of the world. But, with it, we are truly the people of
God, “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that [we] may proclaim
the excellencies of him who called [us] of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
We give thanks to God our Father, who made known the truth of his son, Jesus Christ, to the disciple Peter, and
through his confession, has made that truth known to us, for us, for our salvation. To God alone be the glory,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
In Christ’s service to you, the chosen race and royal priests of our God,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
Following Surgery: Judy
For Healing and Recovery: Jim , Roger -father of Stephanie ,
Jim, Rick, Lois, Brian, Larry, Teresa -godchild of Bob & Joan,
Barbara -family friend of Bob & Joan, Maelynn-granddaughter
of Rick and Rita, Karla, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara -friend of the congregation, John, Tom, Hendricks grandson of Dan & Joanie, Maria, Merv, Judy -mother of Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy - father of
Anne, Dan - brother of Bonnie , Todd -grandson of Harold ,
Brett -cousin of the Kindts’
For Successful Treatments: Barb , Luke, Earl, Linda, Joan,
Jeanette, Nancy

For our Military: Adam, Nick, Andy, Brandon, Zachary,
David
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

January Music Notes

Caroling, caroling, caroling!
Did you get to sing and hear your favorite Christmas carol when it was actually Christmas?
I love the carols of the season, when it’s the season! Out in the world, Christmas music is heard constantly, starting earlier
and earlier each Fall. But when Christmas Day arrives, the season is over everywhere else, when it is just beginning here in
church!
So I hope and pray that you have been letting all the wonderful songs of Christmas live in your head and your heart, not just
on the 25th of December, but all through the twelve days of Christmastide.
There are other “Twelve Days of Christmas” songs besides the one that we hear most often. Here is a 19th century English
carol text “In these Twelve Days” for your contemplation.
(Refrain) In these twelve days let us be glad, For God, by His grace, hath all things made.
What is that which is but one?
We have but One God alone, In heaven above sits on His throne.
What are they which are but two?
Two testaments, as we are told: The one is New, the other Old.
What are they which are but three?
Three persons in the Trinity, The Father, Son and Ghost Holy.
What are they which are but four? Four gospels written true,
John, Luke, Mark, and Matthew.
What are they which are but five? Five senses we have to tell,
God grant us grace to use them well!
What are they which are but six? Six ages this world shall last;
Five of them are gone and past.
What are they which are but seven? Seven days in the week have we,
Six to work and the seventh holy.
What are they which are but eight? Eight beatitudes are given;
Use them well and go to heaven.
What are they which are but nine? Nine degrees of angels high
Which praise God continually.
What are they which are but ten? Ten commandments God hath given:
Keep them right, and go to heaven.
What are they which are but eleven? Eleven virgins did partake
And suffer death for Jesus sake.*
What are they which are but twelve? Twelve apostles Christ did choose
To preach the gospel’s great good news.
(*A reference to those martyred with St. Ursula in 5th century Cologne.)
Soli Deo Gloria, Keith

LWML MEETING NOTICE: LWML will be meeting on the third Tuesday of the month beginning with the January
meeting on Tuesday, January 18, 2022, 6:30 p.m. in the Overflow. Please note that our January meeting is
traditionally a soup supper and business meeting. However, in lieu of the soup supper, we plan to have a brown bag
(bring a meal of your choice) meeting due to precautions regarding COVID-19. Coffee, hot tea, and water will
be provided. Please contact either Linda Thiele or Donna for
further information.
LIFELIGHT is back! Join us for Ruth/Esther, a 9-week Bible study of faithfulness, courage, and
God's hand at work for His people. You can join us Wednesday evenings at 5:45, Thursday
mornings at 9:00, or Thursday evenings at 6:00. Classes start January 26 and 27. To sign up,
look for our table in the overflow or contact Neil , Matt or Donna .

Saturday, February 5, 2022
Doors Open at 5pm
Mulligan Sale from 5-6pm
Trivia Starts at 6pm
Come out and join us for our second annual trivia night where you can have fun while raising money for our
school! The evening’s trivia theme will be "All Things TV". Participants will get to compete in nine rounds of
trivia with fun categories that delve into various aspects of TV pop culture from the last 60 years. Other
events like a Gift-Card Bidding Frenzy, Heads-or-Tails game, and a Dessert Auction round out the evening.

Make Your Reservations Now!
$120 for a Team Table (8 players per table)
$15 for Individuals (Individuals will be teamed up with other players.)
Admission includes popcorn and soft drinks.
Players are encouraged to bring their own snacks to share with their table.
Ideas include pizza, sandwiches, or chips and dip.
Save dessert for a delicious item from the Dessert Auction!
**************************************************************
Individual and Corporate sponsorship opportunities are available.
Levels begin at Ram-Shout Out for $25 and go to Premier Sponsor for $1000.
For details, contact the school office.
***************************************************************
Registration and Sponsorship Forms are now available.
Please email with any questions or contact the office.

Christmas Break—The School will be closed for Christmas break Dec. 18th - Jan. 3rd. The Church Office
will close at noon on Christmas Eve and be closed for Christmas break Dec. 27th - Jan. 3rd.
Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will
go towards your tuition or a church account of your choice. Orders for physical cards will be placed the
first of the month. Pick-up on physical cards in 5-7 days.
Discover your earning potential with new mobile app
*Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can order whenever and wherever it’s most convenient for you
*Everything in one place: You can manage your eGift cards and reloads for simple redemption online and in
stores.

Stop by the school office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com

Little Lamb Preschool & St. John Lutheran School Open House
Tuesday, February 22, 5-7pm
Invite friends, neighbors, family members, and anyone else to come meet our teachers, see our
classrooms and ask questions about our school. Enrollment for 2022-2023
begins March 1st.

Ice Skating Party
Saturday January 8, 5-7pm
UI Ice Arena - Free Event - Everyone is welcome! Whether you are a skating pro or a
beginner, come out for a great night of fun and fellowship! Admission and skate
rental included.
The January E.A.T. Night will be at Panera
Monday, January 10th from 4-8pm!
Panera is giving back 20% of our purchases!
Bring in the flyer or show it on your phone to make sure that the proceeds will be donated
to St. John Lutheran School. Don’t forget to get your $25 Panera Gift Card from Ram Rebate.
Cards are available in the school office and in between services on Sunday, January 9.

National Lutheran Schools Week
January 23 –29
National Lutheran Schools Week provides more than 1,900
preschools, elementary schools and high schools with the
public opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among
us in schools of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic
preparation for the children we serve. We are most grateful for
the opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with
children and their families.
National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to
proclaim these great blessings within the communities we serve.
Our schools are amazing incubators for faithful witness of
God’s love for us through Christ by teachers and students alike.

Save the Date!
Pasta Dinner Fundraiser & PTF Talent Show
The Pasta Dinner will be held on Friday, January
22 from 5:30-7pm. Tickets will available later this
month. There will be a Dessert Auction. Please
consider donating a dessert. A sign-up sheet will
be posted by the fellowship hall. This is a
fundraiser for the 7th & 8th grade class trip.
Immediately following the dinner will be the PTF
Talent Show.
Do you have a special talent or skill?
Want to perform a skit, sing a song, etc…?
If you would like to perform in the talent show,
please fill out a registration form (one per act) and
return it to the school office no later than Tuesday,
January 18.
Acts should run no longer than 3-4 minutes. All
acts must be approved by the Talent Show
Committee.

Advent Dinners – Thank you to all who enjoyed the Advent dinners and donated items or funds
from the St. John Youth group and the St. John 7th and 8th grade families! We really appreciate
your support and generosity!
Hat and Mitten Tree – Thank you to all who donated hats, mittens, scarves, etc… We collected 89 total
items: 29 hats, 52 pairs of mittens and gloves, 7 scarves and 1 coat.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Sina, Carson, Sherryl, Miranda
Katie, Edna, Maria
Sarah, Sherrie, Linda
Major, Kody, T.J.
Jennifer, Jeanette
Bennett, Donaven, Brad
Ali, Mia, Brynn, Abby
James, Hendricks
Olivia, Dylan, Ken, Lou Ann, Donna, Kamryn
Judah, George
Meaghan, Jim
Karen, Ryan, Allison
Kaleb
Carrie, Doug, Lindermann
Dennis, Zoe
Reagan
Ben, Jill, Christian
Van, Bret, Steve
Tryston, Gary, Karen, Barb, Michael
Mike, Larry, Kaitlin, Richele, Taylor
John, B.J., Jacelyn
Donna, Juleigh, Lorraine

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Morgan, Mikayla
Charlene
Dawn
Dick
Joshua, Robin, Erin
Kevin, Jennifer, Laura, Joseph
Tom, Daryl, James, Linda
Lila , Myla, Christian, Sierra , Aiden

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
8
12
13
18
19
28

Eric & Kristina (17)
Matt & Kylene (21)
Daniel & Linda (32)
Bill & Phyllis (53)
David & Donna (59)
Jim & Jeannine (61)

PLEASE notify the church office
(churchoffice– at -stjohn-lcms.org
or 359-1123) if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect.

Want to support St. John
Lutheran School and Little
Lamb Preschool?

Chapel Offerings: Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog Ministry is a national
human-care ministry embracing the unique, calming nature and skills of purebred Golden
Retrievers. The LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a bridge for compassionate ministry, opening
doors for conversation about faith and creating opportunities to share the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ.

Our teachers have
created wishlists on Amazon.
Visit the school website,
www.stjohnls.com, to see each
list.
See the bulletin board by the
fellowship hall for other donation requests.
For other donation and giving
opportunities,
contact the school office.

Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of each month will be food items for
Lutheran Child and Family Services.

Mission Statement:
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and
motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

2022

“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life” John 6:68

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 New Year’s Day

2 2nd Sun after Christmas

3

4 School Resumes

5

6 Epiphany

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:15 Fellowship
6:00 Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School

7:15 Holy Communion

10

11

12

13

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

4:00 E.A.T. Night @
Panera
5:30 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @
Sammy’s

16 2nd Sun after Epiphany

17

18

19

20

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council
6:30 LWML

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

25

26

27

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Lifelight

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9

Baptism of Our Lord

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

23 3rd Sun after Epiphany

No School

24

National Lutheran Schools Week
(January 23-29)

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

30 4th Sun after Epiphany 31
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Martin Luther
King Day

7

9:00 Church
Undecorating
5:00 Ice Skating Party
@ UI Ice Arena

14

15

21

22
5:30 Pasta Dinner
7:00 School Talent
Show

Newsletter Deadline

28

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

8

Pastor’s Day off:
Fridays

29

