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By the time you are reading this, the New Year has already come.  You are well into your New Year’s resolutions, and 
some may already have come to an end!  You and I are granted some successes in this life, for which we are to be 
thankful.  But, more often than not, our failures outnumber our successes. 
 
And there are some things you just cannot change.  But, God can.  God certainly has the power to give you the new 
beginning you desire.  Whether or not he grants that is up to him as he sees fit.  The new beginning he is all-too-
pleased to give is that of repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.  That new beginning is seen most sharply and distinctly in 
the Conversion of St. Paul, the event recognized on January 25 of the church year calendar. 
 
Before Paul started using that name, he was infamously known as Saul.  He would later write, in Philippians 3, “If  
anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.”  Saul was the ultimate Jewish man. 
 
Our introduction to Saul is at the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts chapter 7.  He was the young man at whose feet the 
garments of the stone-throwers were laid.  Stephen’s death came within a couple of years of Jesus’ death and  
resurrection.  Saul may very well have been coming of age as a young leader of the Pharisees during the ministry of 
Jesus.  He certainly would have sided with the Sanhedrin in rejecting Jesus and sending him to his death.  Saul was  
certainly adamant about persecuting the followers of Jesus.  He was convinced that these followers were heretics and 
needed to be stopped.  Saul was a devout and faithful disciple of the Jewish faith and would not permit any detractors. 
 
Following the stoning of Stephen, Saul persisted in destroying the believers in Jesus.  His razing of the Christian Church 
in Jerusalem caused most of the disciples to scatter throughout Judea and Samaria.  The twelve apostles remained in 
Jerusalem while Saul ravaged the church and dragged as many believers in Jesus to prison as he could.  Saul was filled 
with righteous hatred for those whom he believed to be heretics, blasphemers against the true God.  As a fully  
committed believer in the Jewish faith, Saul was especially good at what he did in persecuting the church of Christ. 
 
Even though Saul found himself at the heart of where all the events of Jesus’ life and death and resurrection took 
place, he was hardened in his zeal against Christ.  And even though he was surrounded by so many believers in Jesus 
and no doubt heard the word concerning Jesus, he refused to believe.  He had no desire to change his ways.  The Bible 
includes no mention of an inkling Saul had that he may have been wrong.  There was no slow warming to the idea of 
Jesus as the true Christ. 
 
Saul in his great zeal for the Jewish faith believed that what he was doing was right.  When one is so convicted, the  
only way for them to change is to be convinced they are wrong.  No man was capable of the task.  And no man ever is.  
No human being can change the heart of the unbeliever.  None of us can create belief in the realm of unbelief.  This is 
something God alone has power to do, creating something out of nothing.  And God is he who changes the hardened, 
self-righteous, super Pharisee, Saul. 
 
The Lord Jesus appears to Saul on the road to Damascus as a blinding light.  Such a theophany had to be God’s true 
presence.  In no way shape or form did Saul ever think he was guilty of persecuting God, and yet, that is what the  
divine voice accused him of.  “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  Who could this receiver of his holy  
persecution be?  He was not wrong in what he was doing to the followers of Jesus, was he?  “I am Jesus, whom you are  
persecuting.”  The voice that Saul knew to be God’s voice equated himself with Jesus.  Saul’s world was flipped upside 
down. 

God Gives the New Beginning  
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Office Email – The church office 
email address is  

Churchoffice —at—stjohn-
lcms.church 

 

 Please add this new email into 
your email address book and  

remove the old address to make 
sure the Office receives your 

The Lord Jesus had great work for Saul to do.  This great persecutor of the Christian Church would become God’s  
greatest spreader of the Gospel.  He was washed clean in the waters of Baptism and his sight was restored.  As was 
true with Jesus’ miraculous healings of the sick and injured, Paul’s conversion was not partial or mediocre.  It was  
all-the-way.  Saul, now known as Paul, could not contain the Gospel given to him.  Upon uniting with the apostles in 
Jerusalem, Paul was sent out as a missionary to the Roman world.  If the Lord God can change the heart of the chief of 
sinners, the persecutor of Christ’s Church himself, then any can be led to repentance and faith. 
 
This great conversion story of St. Paul is mentioned three times in the New Testament: Acts 9:1–22; Acts 22:3–21; and 
Acts 26:9–20.  As a result of his direct conversion by the Lord Jesus and subsequent calling by Jesus, many Christians 
have held that Paul is the official “twelfth” apostle to replace Judas.  He is a prominent leader of the New Testament 
church and still shares a day on the church year calendar with St. Peter.  Paul’s conversion receives its own day, that of 
January 25, at some point in in the sixth century, though an exact year is not known. 
 
Paul’s new beginning was truly a gift from God.  Your baptism into Christ is such a new beginning.  And each day of life 
you remember your baptism and are given a new beginning.  Whether or not you fulfill your resolutions, you remain 
one of Christ’s chosen people.  Despite your sinfulness and failures, you are “in Christ,” and are “a new creation.  The 
old has passed away; behold the new has come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
 
God grant you the peace of knowing that your New Year has begun in him, in his grace, and that you shall enjoy the 
new creation with him forever, because of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

LWML MEETING NOTICE:   
All ladies of the congregation are  
invited to attend the January 17, 

2023 LWML soup supper at 6 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  The meeting 

will also consist of a devotion and 
short business meeting.  A signup 
sheet may be posted by the main 

office.  Further information will be 
made available as the actual  

meeting date approaches. 

LIFELIGHT is back. Join us 
for Proverbs, a 9-week Bible study of 

God's words of wisdom—and how 
those words contrast with the  

foolishness of the world.  You can 
join us Wednesday evenings at 5:45 

or Thursday mornings at 
9:30.  Classes start January 18 and 
19. To sign up, look for our table in 
the overflow or contact Matt , Donna 

or Bill .  

Fellowship Board will not be 

meeting in January or February. 



 
 

 

As I write this we are completing our Advent preparations, which includes many rehearsals by our dedicated and growing 
group of volunteer musicians.  By the time you read this we will have made much music together in celebration of the 
birth of our Lord.  Many thanks to all who play, sing, and ring together here at St. John! 
 

Schedule for January- 
Sunday  January 1  New Year’s Day 
Wednesday January 4  Epiphany (observed) 
Sunday  January 8  Baptism of Christ 
 

Three significant dates on the Church calendar occur in quick succession immediately after Christmas- 
The Holy Name of Jesus is commemorated on January 1. 
The Epiphany of our Lord is observed on January 6.  This year we transfer that observance to Wednesday, January 4. 
We will commemorate the Baptism of our Lord on Sunday, January 8. 
 

Martin Luther spent considerable time and energy writing hymn texts as a way to help the faithful learn and comprehend 
the faith.  He wrote a total 37 of them including several designed to help teach the Catechism. Among the finest of these is 
“To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord (c.1540), which is subtitled “A spiritual song of our Holy Baptism, which is a fine  
summary of what it is, who established it, what its benefits are.”  The tune to which we now sing this comprehensive  
summary of this Sacrament is “Christ unser Herr.” This tune was originally paired with the text “May God bestow on us His 
grace.”  Robin Leaver has suggested that a connection between this two texts was in Luther’s mind when he wrote the 
Baptism hymn to the same meter.  The older text (a paraphrase on Psalm 67) is a general prayer for grace and blessing, 
and “Christ under Herr” is an exposition of the specific grace and blessing of baptism. 
 

I will be playing organ settings of this tune during the service on January 8. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria,   
Keith  

January  Music Notes  

January  E.A.T. Night – Hickory River on Monday,  January 9, 4-8pm!  

Bring in the flyer to make sure that 15% of the proceeds will be donated to St. 
John Lutheran School. 

Includes dine in, carry out and drive thru.  

Flyers are available on the narthex table and on the school 
website. 

*Hickory River on Fields South Dr., Champaign 

 

National Lutheran Schools Week  
 

National Lutheran Schools Week, January 22-28, provides our  

network of more than 1,800 LCMS preschools, elementary schools 

and high schools with the public opportunity to proclaim and 

 celebrate God’s work among us in Lutheran schools. 

We thank God for the opportunity to provide excellent academic 

preparation for the children we serve. We are most grateful for the 

opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing love with children and their 

families. 

National Lutheran Schools Week gives us an opportunity to proclaim 

these great blessings within the communities we serve. Our schools 

are amazing incubators for faithful witness of 

God’s love for us through Christ by teachers and 

students alike. 

Advent Dinners – Thank you to all 

who enjoyed the Advent dinners and 

donated items. The money raised 

will go toward the St. John 6th and 

7th grade class trip! We really  

appreciate your support and  

generosity! 

 

Boys Basketball—Home Games 

Monday, 1/9 HOME vs. Judah, 6p 

Monday, 1/23 HOME vs. Holy Cross, 6:30p 

Saturday, 1/28 HOME vs. Concordia, Peoria 

Girls Volleyball-Home Matches 

Friday, 1/6 HOME vs. St. John’s, Buckley, 
5:30p 

Tuesday, 1/17 HOME vs. Countryside, 6p 

 GO RAMS! 



PLEASE notify the church office 

(churchoffice —at—stjohn-lcms.church 

or 

 359-1123) if your birthday or anniversary 

Mission Statement:  

United in faith,  we serve the 
Kingdom of God by building lives 

that are rooted in the Word,  
centered on Christ,  and motivated 

by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love 
and share His Gospel with all.  

Pasta Dinner Fundraiser & PTF Talent Show 
Friday, January 27th, 5:30-7pm. 

Tickets will available later this month. 
There will be a Dessert Auction; please consider donating a  

dessert. A sign-up sheet will be posted by the fellowship hall. 
This is a fundraiser for Middle School class trip in 2023-2024.  

Immediately following will be the Talent Show. 
 
Do you have a special skill or talent?  Want to perform a silly 

skit with your friends? This is your opportunity! The  
possibilities are endless! Gather your friends, step out of your 
comfort zone and hit the stage! Acts should be no longer than 

3-4 minutes.  
Registration forms are available in the school office. 

Little Lamb Preschool &  
St. John Lutheran School Open 

House 
Tuesday, February 28, 5-7pm 
Invite friends, neighbors, family 

members, and anyone else to come 
meet our teachers, see our classrooms and ask 

questions about our school. Enrollment for 2023-
2024 begins March 1. 

8 Eric & Kristina (18) 
12 Matt & Kylene (22) 
13 Daniel & Linda (33) 
15  Jonathan & Amanda (12) 
18 Bill & Phyllis (54) 
19 David & Donna (60) 
28 Jim & Jeannine (62) 

1 Sina , Carson , Sherryl , Miranda  
2 Katie , Edna , Maria  
3 Sarah , Sherrie , Linda  
4 Stephen , Major , Kody, T.J.  
5 Jennifer , Jeanette  
6 Bennett , Donaven , Brad  
7 Ali , Mia , Brynn , Abby  
8 James , Hendricks  
9 Olivia , Dylan , Ken , Lou Ann , Donna , 

Kamryn  
10 Judah , George  
12 Meaghan , Jim  
13 Karen , Ryan , Allison  
14 Kaleb  
15 Carrie , Doug  
16 Dennis , Zoe  
17 Reagan  
18 Ben , Jill , Christian  
19 Van , Bret , Steve  
20 Tryston , Gary , Karen , Barb , Michael  
21 Mike , Larry , Kaitlin , Richele , Taylor  

22 John , B.J. , Jacelyn  
23 Donna , Juleigh , Lorraine  
24 Mila , Morgan , Mikayla  
25 Charlene  
26 Dawn  
27 Dick  
28 Joshua , Robin , Erin  
29 Kevin , Jennifer , Laura Wde, Joseph  
30 Tom , Daryl , James , Linda  
31 Lila , Myla , Christian , Sierra , Aiden  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 



2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  New Year’s Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

2 
Church and School 

Closed  

3  School Resumes 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Trustees 

   

4  Epiphany Obs. 

8:10 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
7:15 Holy Communion 

5 
 

6  Epiphany 

 

7   
9:00 Church  
         Undecorating  
 

 

8  Baptism of Our Lord 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
   

9 
4:00 E.A.T. Night  

         @ Hickory  

         River 

10   
6:00 Elders 

11    
  8:10 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

12  
7:00 Men’s Prayer 
        Breakfast @ 
        Sammy’s 
6:00 Mixed Choir &  

        Men’s Choir  

13  No School 

6:00 Young Adults 

         Group 

 
 

14 
 

15  2nd Sun after Epiphany 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

16  Martin Luther      

          King Day 
         
         No School  
 

          

17 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 
  6:30 LWML Soup  

          Supper 

 

18 
8:10 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
        Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

19 

9:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Mixed Choir &  

        Men’s Choir  

 

20 
 

 
 

21 
 
 

22  3rd Sun after Epiphany 

National Lutheran Schools Week  
            (January 23-29)    

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

23   
 

Newsletter Deadline 

24 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
 

 

 

25   
  8:10 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School, 
        Lifelight  
  6:00 Handbells 

26 
9:30 Lifelight  

6:00 Mixed Choir &  

        Men’s Choir  

 

27  
5:30 Pasta Dinner 
7:00 School Talent  
         Show 

28 
 

29  4th Sun after Epiphany  

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
           

 30 
 

31  
 

 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

 

 

Pastor’s Day off: 
 

Fridays 

 
  

  

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
 creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come.      
 2 Corinthians 5:17 
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