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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT:
Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy.
The Third Commandment like the First
Commandment is all about prioritizing life so that God
always has first place in our hearts and lives. While the
First Commandment commands us to put God above
everything and everyone else,
the Third
Commandment calls us to put a similar primacy on
hearing and using God’s Word in our lives. While
this commandment is not a command to worship the
Word, it is a command to worship God through the use
of God’s Word. Therefore we are to revere the Word,
to make time in our busy lives to pay attention to it, and
to embrace God’s Word revealed to us with our whole
heart.
This commandment confuses many Christians.
Christians wonder, “If we’re supposed to obey this
commandment, then why don’t we still observe the
original Sabbath Day which was Saturday?” Luther
explains in the Large Catechism how, “This
commandment [to observe the Sabbath] was given only
to the Jewish people.” In his explanation of the Third
Commandment Luther continues by saying: “This
commandment, therefore, in its literal sense does not
apply to us Christians. It is entirely an outward matter,
like other ordinances of the Old Testament. The
ordinances were attached to particular customs, persons,
times, and places, but now they have been made a matter
of freedom through Christ [Colossians 2:16-17].”
What Luther means is that the specifics of this law
to worship on the Sabbath strictly speaking was
demanded only of the Jews to whom this law was
originally given. And yet the spirit and intent of this
law – which is to regularly set aside time for the
worship of the Lord -- still applies to all people,
including Christians. The Jewish people in the Old
Testament were to keep the Sabbath on a specific day
which for them was Saturday. Once Christ came
however, those who believe in Christ have been set free
from the law, including the specificity of this law
concerning the Sabbath. Christians are no longer

strictly bound to the Sabbath. It no longer matters
what day or time we set aside to rest and to be
refreshed on God’s Word, just as long as we make
time.
As Luther says in the Large Catechism, for
Christians, “It does not have to be just on this or that
day… ” And yet God would still have us follow the
spirit of this commandment by finding a day or a time to
rest both physically and spiritually. In gospel freedom
the church from ancient times chose Sunday – the
day of our Lord’s resurrection – for the purpose of
coming together in the divine service to hear and be
strengthened in faith by God’s Word.
In Genesis we learn how God created the world in
six real and literal days, and then on the seventh day
rested from His labor. God did this to model what God
desires for our lives. By resting and reflecting on all
that He had created, God established or “sanctified”
a day of rest for His creation so that man would also
rest and reflect upon God as his Creator. The Lord
built into man’s weekly calendar the opportunity for
man to rest from his labor. God also wanted men to
have time to rest spiritually by reflecting upon their
relationship to God based upon the promised Christ.
Later the Jews lost the true meaning and purpose of the
Third Commandment. They worked so hard at doing
no work on the Sabbath that they turned the Sabbath
into a work they performed for God. And so what
began as a day of rest became a burdensome day to
sinners instead of a blessing.
The Jewish people began to act as though they were
fulfilling this commandment simply by doing no manual
work whatsoever. Remember how the Jewish religious
leaders of Jesus’ day criticized our Lord for helping
others and healing on the Sabbath. But we do not
sanctify the holy day -- or keep it holy -- simply by
doing no manual labor on a specific day of the week.
Instead we keep the day holy by occupying ourselves
on holy things; on higher things; on the things of
God. We keep the Sabbath by resting our whole

hope on the Christ revealed to us in Scripture. Luther
says of this commandment: “Indeed, we Christians ought
always to keep such a holy day and be occupied with
nothing but holy things. This means we should daily
be engaged with God’s Word and carry it in our
hearts and upon our lips [Psalms 119:11-13]”.
This day that we set aside for God can be any day or
any time. God created every day and every day belongs
to God. Indeed, time and eternity are His. Therefore,
no day in or of itself is holier than another. And yet
God desires that we would sanctify a day, that is, make
it holy by taking time out of it to read, study, learn, and
commit God’s Word to memory. God desires that you
rest from all other activity, and put aside all earthly
distractions, so that you can spend time in God’s
Word. Every day is sanctified and becomes holy
when you live in God’s Word and allow God’s Word
time to live and work in you.
For the true purpose and power of this
commandment is not found in mere physical rest. We
find the true Sabbath rest that God intended by ceasing
from our attempts to appease God or to win God’s love
and approval by our own works and efforts. Instead,
this commandment – as well as all of the other
commandments -- are fulfilled only when we stop
trying to earn heaven ourselves and instead trust in
the promise of the gospel. Like beggars we simply
receive heaven through faith as a free gift through
Jesus Christ. For the true rest that God intends for
sinners is that we would simply rest in God’s amazing
grace shown to us in Christ. We enter the true Sabbath
rest when we rest from our own works as the way to
gain God’s favor, and instead rely only on the work that
Christ has already accomplished for us and for our
salvation by His cross and resurrection.
Luther had great spiritual insight to realize that
keeping this commandment depends upon our attitude
towards God’s Word. For if we lack the desire to
hear and learn God’s Word, then no day is holy,
and no time in our life is sacred. Luther says: “So
much depends upon God’s Word. Without it, no holy
day can be sanctified. Therefore, we must know that
God insists upon a strict observance of this
commandment and will punish all who despise His
Word and are not willing to hear and learn it, especially
at the time appointed for the purpose.” And it’s not
just those who don’t go to church or to Bible study;
or who neglect to send their children to Sunday
School who sin against this commandment. A person
may sit in the pew every Sunday, and yet fail to keep

the Third Commandment. This happens when he or
she only half-heartedly listens to the sermon without
learning or retaining God’s Word. This person hears
the Word outwardly and audibly, but his or her
hearing is not internally mixed with faith. Instead
this person finds the preaching tedious and dull. This
person pretends to be listening, but often tunes out the
sermon because he or she is bored with it. People who
have grown tired of God and of His Word coldly
mouth the words of the liturgy and their minds drift
during the prayers. Instead of reveling in this
moment as yet another gracious opportunity to
receive God’s gifts given to His people in His Word
and Sacrament, they despise it and wish they were
somewhere else.
“Do not think that this commandment is optional
for you or of no great importance”, says Luther.
“Think that it is God’s commandment, who will
require an account from you [Romans 14:12] about
how you heard, learned, and honored His Word.”
Luther rightly understood that the keeping of this
commandment only happens when we do not despise
preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly
hear and learn it. This goes beyond the sermon on
Sunday morning. Christians should desire and
delight in every opportunity they are given to be
taught God’s Word. This includes Sunday morning
adult Bible class. God has provided you with two
pastors with years of theological training to interpret
and explain God’s Word to you in a way that leads the
heart to trust in Jesus Christ. Life passes by fast, and
God has given you this important weekly
opportunity of adult Bible class to grow in your
faith in Christ and in your understanding of God’s
Word and will for your life. We often take for
granted that such opportunities will always be
available to us. And yet there are fewer and fewer
pastors who are Christ-centered in their teaching and
who still revere the Bible as being the infallible and
inspired Word of God; and who teach it in all of its
truth and purity. Who is to say that you will always
have access to faithful preachers and teachers?
Who is to say that you won’t become homebound and
unable to attend church and Bible study at some time
in the near future? And who is to say that you won’t
die before you get around to acting upon your good
intentions to study the Bible sometime in the
future? Today is the day to keep this commandment
by honoring God’s Word. Now is the time to attend
Bible study, to read the Bible daily, and to meditate
on God’s Word day and night.

We are obligated to keep this commandment
because of its divine command to do so. But even
more than this, we devote ourselves to the Word
and make time for it because of the promises of
Christ that it offers us. Luther says, “The Word is so
effective that whenever it is seriously contemplated,
heard, and used, it is bound never to be without fruit
[Isaiah 55:11; Mark 4:20]. It [God’s Word] always
awakens new understanding, pleasure, and devoutness
and produces a pure heart and pure thoughts
[Philippians 4:8]. For these words [of God] are not
lazy or dead, but creative, living words [Hebrews
4:12]. And though no other interest or necessity
moves us, this truth ought to urge everyone to the
Word, because thereby the devil is put to flight and
driven away [James 4:7].”
What the third
commandment requires is that we do not grow
apathetic to God’s Word which results in our
becoming lukewarm in our faith. For residual sin in
us tires easily of hearing God’s Word so that we do
not listen to it seriously or carefully enough.
Because of this, once we know Christian
doctrine many of us don’t want to hear it, study it,
or learn it ever again. The good news quickly
becomes old news that does little to excite us
anymore. To this Luther says: “Let me tell you this,
even though you know God’s Word perfectly and are
already a master in all things: you are daily in the

devil’s kingdom [Colossians 1:13-14]. He ceases
neither day nor night to sneak up on you and to
kindle in your heart unbelief and wicked thoughts
against these three commandments and all the
commandments. Therefore you must always have
God’s Word in your heart, upon your lips, and in
your ears. But where the heart is idle and the Word
does not make a sound, the devil breaks in and has
done the damage before we are aware [Matthew 13:24
-30].”
The Third Commandment requires what the
heart filled with faith on its own eagerly desires. For
the sin remaining in us yawns at God’s Word. Sin
prevents us from hungering and thirsting for what
God’s Word offers. And yet by faith we love the
Word. For the Word is about our God who loves us in
Christ. Christians live in the Word about Christ and
the Word about Christ lives in Christians so that
not only one day, but every moment and minute of
our lives is sanctified and belongs to our God and
Savior. And so, only by faith in Christ do we keep this
commandment. For faith cannot get enough of
God’s Word. Faith craves the Word, and makes
time in in our busy life for God’s Word.

Encouraging your faith,

Pastor Mark Elliott

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Steve & Vanessa and family at the death of Steve’s grandmother Hazel , Lila and Dave & Karen at the death of husband and
father, Wilbert
Following Surgery: Pastor Elliott, Jim , Pam (daughter-in-law of John & Gladys
and sister-in-law of Paul and Letitia , Linda , Theresa (sister of Rochelle)
Healing and Recovery: Merv , Bob , Mary , Jean -mother of Bonnie
For Favorable Test Results and Healing: Larry
For Successful Treatment: Joan , Juleigh , Gene
Military: John , Jimmy , Brandon , Keidi , Christopher , Taylor ,
Suzzanna , Robert
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

Heaven
What the Bible Says

H

eaven is a mystery. No one know s for sure w hat exactly heaven is like. You have no doubt been
taught something about heaven in your life as a Christian. What you have been taught and w hat
you believe about heaven has no doubt been impacted by your experiences and relationships in this
life. Many think of heaven as the ultimate paradise w here everything is as perfect and w onderful as
w e w ant it to be. Many think of heaven as that place in the clouds w here angels fly around and w e
w ill all sit around playing harps. Many Christians understand heaven to be the place w here they w ill
live forever w ith their loved ones. But w hat does the Bible say? Does it support these ideas? Does it
favor one over the other? Or does it present a different idea about heaven altogether? What does it
say about the saints in heaven? What does the Bible teach about us and heaven? Does our Lutheran
theology mesh w ell w ith the above ideas about heaven? This article w ill address the main ideas that
the Bible (English Standard Version) includes about heaven, looking only at the passages that mention
heaven specifically. Future articles w ill address the other questions posed.
To begin, the w ord heaven is first used in the Bible at the story of creation. It is used to describe the
space betw een the w aters, that is, the w aters on earth and the w aters that come dow n in precipitation. In other w ords, the w ord heaven is used to describe the sky. " Heavens" is most commonly used
in this case, but the singular and plural of heaven are used somew hat interchangeably. The reader of
the Bible then must be careful w hen they come across heaven in the text in understanding exactly
w hat is being referenced. Even in such aw areness, the answ er is not alw ays clear. For example,
Genesis 1:1 begins w ith " In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth." If w e understand
heaven to be God' s dw elling place, then w e w ould conclude here that his dw elling place is not w hat is
created in the beginning. Instead, the creation account goes on to state w hat those heavens w ere,
w hat w e have come to know as the sky.
Heaven as God' s dw elling place is not mentioned in the Bible until Deuteronomy 26:15, w hich says of
God, " Look dow n from your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless your people Israel..." 1 Kings
8:30 is one of the next earliest references to God' s dw elling place as heaven w here Solomon prays to
God, " And listen in heaven your dw elling place." There are many other passages in the Old Testament
that refer to heaven as God' s dw elling place (Psalm 33:13; 53:2; 73:25; Ecclesiastes 5:2; Isaiah
63:15; Lamentations 3:50). Many also refer to heaven as God' s throne. Jesus also talks about his
Father w ho is in heaven (Matthew 7:21; 8:11; 10:32 – 33; and 12:50 for starters). It is clear, then,
that heaven is first and foremost the holy dw elling place of God.
In the New Testament, Jesus refers to heaven as the holding place for treasures that w e can store up
(Matthew 5:12; Luke 6:23). He also says that, by his authority, sins that are bound on earth are
bound in heaven and those that are loosed on earth are loosed in heaven (Matthew 18:18). Follow ing
his ascension into heaven, heaven is now the place from w here Jesus reigns w hile seated at the right
hand of the Father (Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51).
What w e see from this is that heaven is certainly spoken of as a place, yet it is the dw elling place of
God. Because God is spirit and not a created being, he and his dw elling place exist outside of creation,
a type of existence totally unknow n to us. And yet, as Jesus teaches, there is a connection betw een
heaven and the creation, betw een heaven and earth. What is that connection? How does it influence
w ho w e are as Christians? How does it shape w hat w e think about heaven?
These questions w ill be addressed in next month' s article. Until then, study the Bible passages listed
above and read other Bible passages that talk about heaven. Examine w hat the text says and does not
say. And know that heaven is our God' s holy dw elling place and it is the place from w hich our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, reigns for all eternity.
In service to our God in heaven,
Pastor Caithamer

Big Jungle
Adventure
Wrap-UP

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat

We were so blessed
this year. We had over
110 children attend
VBS this year. On
Tuesday, we had 124 children. We had 42 youth helpers
and 24 adult volunteers. The children learned about
Jesus’ love for them each and every day. The children
also learned to share their blessings with children in
Africa. We collected over a $1000 for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative. We would like to thank the congregation for donating so many of the supplies needed to
have a wonderful VBS week. You helped keep down the
cost of our VBS program. We are excited that we are
able to share the decorations and some extra supplies
with Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, IL.

Junior High Servant Event

The 8th Grade Confirmation Class had the opportunity to travel to St. Louis to learn about
their church heritage. We visited the International Center. There we worshipped at their
chapel service and visited the Lutheran Historical Museum. There we saw how the Missouri
Synod was established. From there we traveled
to the Seminary. We took a tour of the campus,
climbed the Luther Tower and visited the Rare
Book room in the library. In the Rare Book
room we saw an original indulgence and original handwritten manuscripts from the twelfth
century. Our last stop was Concordia Publishing House. There we had a tour of their facility.

Retreat at Camp CILCA

The Junior High Servant Event
took place June 21-23. We took 19
junior high youth to Camp CILCA
to work on camp maintenance.
They also visited a nursing home in Sherman, IL to
sing for the residence. We will be presenting our
activities for the Sunday School children on August
7th and the Adult Bible class on August 14th. Thank
you for supporting our youth!

Prof. Dr. Charles Arand will discuss how does creation fit
within the Christian story. Where do humans fit within
creation? What is the Christian responsibility for the
care of God’s creation. These issues will be addressed
at Camp CILCA on Sat., Aug. 27, from 9-3:30. Lunch is
included. To register send your name and $17.50 by
Aug. 23 to Glenn O’Briant 321 Morton Dr., Quincy,
IL 62305. The retreat is sponsored by the LLL; everyone is welcome.

Stewardship Corner

Preparing for Our Future
A father and son went to a pet store to pick out a dog for the boy. After the son carefully looked over all the dogs, the
father asked him which one he wanted. The son pointed to one who constantly wagged his tail and said, “I want the
one with the happy ending.” Because Jesus was faithful and obedient, even to the cross, God’s people also have a
happy ending. Because Christ has been raised and exalted to the right hand of His Father, we, too, will live forever in
Heaven. While we wait here for the culmination of that happy ending, we have God’s promise to love us unconditionally and to provide for all our needs. God continues to invite us to respond to His goodness with love, obedience,
and service. Whether we stay here on earth just a short time or for many years, we are to keep busy doing what He
has left us here to accomplish. Through His Word and Sacraments, we receive faith that enables us to fulfill the purpose He has for our earthly lives. Jesus said that “each [has his] assigned task” (Mark 13:34). Out of love and gratitude for our Savior, we faithfully obey Him as we carry out those “assigned tasks.” In the Parable of the Ten Minas,
a nobleman (Jesus), who is going away on a journey, gives each of his ten servants (you and me) a mina with the following instruction: “Put the money to work...until I come back” (Luke 19:13). The nobleman praised those who
faithfully put their money to work, but he cursed the one who did nothing with his money. In the same way that the
nobleman expected a return from the money that he gave to his servants, Jesus expects us to prepare ourselves and to
use the gifts that He entrusts to us wisely. Unlike the nobleman who left his servants on their own, the Holy Spirit is
always with us through Word and Sacrament to equip us that we may be enabled to fulfill all He wants us to accomplish. This life is temporary. “Man is like a breath”, wrote David. “His days are like a fleeting shadow” (Psalm
144:4). We have but a brief span of time in which to do the work God has given us to do but an eternity to spend
with Him.

Lutheran Hour Ministries
For the seventeenth year, visitors to the 2011 Illinois State Fair will have an opportunity to
visit the Lutheran Hour Ministries booth organized by the Central Illinois District Lutheran
Laymen’s League. The dates of the Illinois State Fair are August 12-21 in Springfield, Illinois.
The booth is open each day from 9:00am to 9:00pm. The booth has a new location this year,
and will be located at the south side of the fair grounds at the corner of Main St. & Brian Raney Ave behind the Lt. Governors tent. Also, on both Sundays, August 14 and 21, there is a
Lutheran worship service led by a pastor of the LC-MS at 9:00am in the Illinois Building Auditorium. Please enter the building at the south entrance.

Lutherans For Life Convention
An Invitation from
St. John Lutheran Church &
School in New Berlin, Illinois
Bus transportation is being arranged for those in CID
who would be interested in traveling to the Lutherans for
Life Convention in Dallas, Texas this summer (August 56). Bus transportation costs are less than the cost of
flying or driving (unless you drive down with 3 or more in
the car), plus you have the benefit of making new prolife friends along the way and not having to drive.

Ron and Mary Ann Krohse have announced
their retirement from their positions as Principal/Teacher and Teacher effective June 30,
2011. A reception and celebration in the
Krohses’ honor will be held at the Sangamon
County Fair Grounds, New Berlin, from 3:00
to 5:00 with a short program at 4:00pm.
Light refreshments will be served.

See the pamphlet on the narthex table for more details.
Please contact Rev. Michael Mohr if you
have any questions.

As requested by the voters assembly, here is an update on 2011 offerings
received through May 2011.
Envelope Giving for May 2011
Unified Fund*
Needed Each Month**:
Total Received May 2011:
Env./Plate/S Svc May 2011:
Tuition May 2011:
Needed YTD:
Received YTD:

$
$
$
$
$
$

135,821.16
137,371.30
72,975.64
64,395.66
679,105.80
582,203.37

Debt Retirement
Needed Each Month**:
Received May 2011:
Needed YTD:
Received YTD:

$
$
$
$

5,000.00
10,050.00
25,000.00
35,462.27

$

1,550.14

-$ 96,902.43

$

5,050.00

$

10,462.27

* Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for
other purposes and school tuition.
** NOTES: Needed values are based on year 2011 estimated budget
figures NOT actual expenditures.
2011 Proposed Unified Budget:
$ 1,629,853.92
2011 Proposed Debt Retirement Budget: $
60,000.00

Giving compared to 2010
Jan-May
Jan-May
2010
2011
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services
$ 323,469.04
$ 335,740.20
Tuition
$ 241,408.74

$ 246,463.17

Debt Retirement
$ 41,943.48
===========
$ 606,821.26

$ 35,462.27
===========
$ 617,665.64

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Joanie, Phyllis
Mindy , Jennifer , Colleen
Parker , Tory
Andrew
Jimmy , Floyd, Haley,
Laurie
Phillip
Elton, Corbin , Jarrett , Lisa
Logan, Nicole
Jennifer , Sheryl, Jim
Andrew , Joel
Ryan, Kai, Steve,
Norma , Rachel
Steve, Sarah, Anna
Jake, Aron
James, Tony, Mary
Jennifer
Jaidyn, Grace, Sara ,
Tyler
Monica , Roxy , Karen
Alyssa , Carmin , Mildred,
Maya, Brett
Nicole , Ryan , Lexie
Andy, John, Phyllis

17 Emma
18 Dorothy, Pat
19 Abby
20 Alice , Ray, Holly,
Isabelle
21 Duane , Dave
Sophie, Norma
22 Shirley, Cynthia, Tom , Elden
Judith , Jeffrey ,
Linda
23 Ron
24 Christel
25 Pat
26 Jessica , Kade , Kaleb
27 Sanna , Suzanne , Richard
Nathan
28 Michael , David , Jeffrey
29 Lauren , David , Linda
Lisa, Connie
30 Eric, Matt , Madelyn
31 Brandon, Chris

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
3
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
20
22
23
24

Christian & Victoria (4)
John & Sherrie (39)
Brent & Andrea (1)
Mitch & Lindsey (2), Todd &
Aimee (13); Chris & Linda (19)
Dave & Linda (25)
Chuck & Jean (43)
Zach & Brittney (4)
Alex & Renee (16)
Jim & Kim (30); Matt & Christy
(7); Bob & Wendy (18)
Bruce & Eleanor (53)
Justin & Jamie (5); Rod & Anne
(6)
Dan & Joyce (39)
Brian & Pat (21); Douglas & Megan
(7)

25 Lyle & Jayne (24)
26 Daniel & Stacy (8)
27 Mark & Cheryl (20); Doug & Chris
(37); Bruce & Annette
(37); Bill & Karen (15)
28 Richard & Judy (43); Butch & Pam
(38)
30 Jay & Joy Lou (23)
31 Joe & Kate (7)

2011
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen at 2:30
on the 10th & 24th

Senior Youth Servant
Event to New York
July 8-16

Church Office Hours
10:00am—2:00pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastors’ Day Off:

School Office Hours
8:00am—10:00am

School Office
359-1714

3

4

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
10:45 Holy Communion

10

Church and School
closed

11

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate
orders due

6

7

6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees
7:00 Fellowship Board

7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group

12

13

14

6:00 Elders
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

7:15 Holy Communion

6:30 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
12:30 Mary Martha
Indoor Picnic

21

18

19

20

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
10:45 Holy Communion

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Council

7:15 Holy Communion

24

25

26

27

6:00 Evangelism
6:30 PTF

7:15 Holy Communion

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
10:45 Holy Communion

31
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Sunday School &
Adult Bible Class
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voters Meeting

Ram Rebate
orders due
Newsletter Deadline

Sat

1

2

8

9

Fridays

5

17

Fri

8:00 Handymen

15

16
Ram Rebate
pick-up

22

23
3:00 Boatright/Dani
Wedding

28

29

30
Ram Rebate
pick-up

4:00 Whittle/Yagow
Wedding

