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VBS Wrap Up
What to Take Home
As I write this, another great week of Vacation Bible School is nearing its end, and it has gone so well! All of our
stories this year revolved around the water as our theme was "Gangway to Galilee," a VBS program created by
Concordia Publishing House. Each day, children heard stories about Jesus that assured them that Jesus is in control of all things and that he does truly love them. Once again, our VBS utilized “Take Home Points” as well as
key memory verses for each day. These points and verses, I pray, will remain with each student and allow them to
remember the love of God that is theirs through Christ Jesus our Lord. Below is a brief recap
of each day.
Day 1—Take Home Point: Jesus calls me.
Memory Verse: "I have called you by name, you are Mine."Isaiah 43:1.
Our first day of VBS introduced the students to the story of Jesus calling some of his twelve
disciples. Many of the Twelve had occupations as fishermen. What is amazing about this story is that Jesus takes
the initiative and calls these men to follow him. They did not seek Jesus out, but he sought them. And not because
they were extra special among the Jews. Jesus desired to prepare them for the future. They would witness his
ministry, his suffering and death, his resurrection and ascension. With those evidences going with them, Jesus'
disciples would lead his Church by the power of his Gospel even up to our modern time! By that same Gospel in
the waters of Baptism, Jesus has called each of us to follow him.
Day 2—Take Home Point: Jesus teaches me.
Memory Verse: Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation. Psalm 25:5.
On day 2, we got to hear the story of Jesus teaching the crowds from a boat. What St. Luke also tells us is that this
was after some of the disciples had had a long night of unsuccessful fishing. Nevertheless, Jesus directed them to
try again. After informing Jesus of their fruitless venture the night before, Peter instructed his men to let down the
nets. And behold, they caught more fish than they could haul! Even with additional help, their boats were sinking.
Here, Jesus teaches his disciples, then us, that all things are possible with him and that he is truly God in the flesh.
Day 3—Take Home Point: Jesus keeps me safe.
Memory Verse: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Romans 1:7.
Day 3 of VBS gave us another illustration of Jesus' great power as the God-man. While traveling across the Sea of
Galilee, a frightening storm arose. The storm was so bad that the waves were crashing into the boat. Even worse
than that, Jesus grown-men disciples, many who had fished these same waters for years, were terrified by the
storm. Amazingly, Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat. Shaking him awake, the disciples scolded Jesus for
not caring that they were all going to die. Not disturbed at all, Jesus calmly stood up and rebuked the wind and the
waves, saying, "Peace! Be still!" And the creation listened. Peace and quiet followed. The disciples remained in
fear, though this time due to the powerful man dwelling in their midst. Who was he? they wondered. None other
than the Almighty God, who indeed can keep them and us safe in all things, no matter what!

Day 4—Take Home Point: Jesus saves me.
Memory Verse: Jesus said, "Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid." Matthew 14:27.
Day 4 of VBS is all about Jesus, once again, this time walking on the Sea of Galilee. Many Christians love this
story because St. Peter also gets out into the sea and actually walks on the water. And many Christians love to put
themselves in St. Peter's sandals and believe this story to be all about their lives as Christians. Yet, this story is not
about Peter or you or any other Christian. Once again, this story is about Jesus! He shows his power over all of
creation by walking on the water, as if it were stone. Peter gets to too, but only until he starts to doubt. Truly, we

have Christ always before us, and yet, like Peter, we fail to trust in the God who is always with us. Thankfully,
Jesus never lets us go and never will. He saves us from sin and death, and for life forever with him!
Day 5—Take Home Point: Jesus provides all I need.
Memory Verse: For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God. Ephesians 2:8.
Our last day of VBS is centered on our Lord Jesus Christ after his resurrection. Once more, Jesus appears to his
disciples at the Sea of Galilee. Similar to an earlier occasion, these disciples were fishing all night and caught
nothing. From the shore, Jesus told them to cast their nets one more time. And again, they pulled in a miraculous
catch of fish! This no doubt revealed for these disciples that this was the same Jesus as before, who performed the
miraculous catch of fish the first time. Jesus was there, in the flesh, eating and talking with them, only a fellow
human could do. Jesus provided these disciples with all the proof they needed to know for certain that Jesus was
truly alive. And those men have faithfully passed that truth down to us today. We rejoice in believing that Jesus is
the Christ and that we have life in his name!
Our offerings this year are going toward a program in our Synod call "Gospel Nets." For every $5 that is collected,
a Bible can be bought in another language. For every $25, Sunday School materials can be purchased in a foreign
language. And for $100, a bicycle can be obtained by a foreign missionary who can travel more swiftly from town
to town, where roads are poor and automobiles are not affordable. We pray our offerings can used to further the
reach of the Gospel to those who have ears to hear!
God has blessed us with great attendance yet again, with an average daily attendance of 120 students! I wish to
extend a huge thank you to all of our 60+ volunteers who dedicated so much of their time, talents, and energies to
make this VBS happen. It truly is a team effort and I enjoy every minute of it! To God alone be all the glory,
through Jesus Christ our Lord!
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Todd & Sara at the death of Sara’s father Otto
Undergoing Medical Procedures: Roger -father of Jay
Healing and Recovery: Jeff, Anna, Phyllis, Duane, Ellie, Judy -mother of Rochelle
Hospitalized: Walt, Fran
For Successful Treatment: Nancy, Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe’s daughter-in-law
Military: Ashley, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher,
Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

PTF Fall Fundraiser
Golf Outing
U of I Golf Course
18 holes, cart, food, prizes
Live and Silent Auction
Saturday, September 27th, 2014
12:30pm - ??
Start Gathering your foursome for a day of fun!

Men's Prayer Breakfast

Music Notes
Sing the songs of summer!
Throughout the summer months we welcome instrumentalists and soloists to take part
on Sunday mornings, and Wednesday evenings as well. Please be in touch with Keith to
add yourself to the schedule! If you would like repertoire suggestions Keith is always
happy to oblige.
In what we sometimes refer to as the “teaching season” of the Lectionary (the Sundays
after Pentecost and Trinity Sundays), I am reminded again of our powerful heritage of
hymnody and its role in teaching the faith.
Do you sing hymns at home? To your children if they’re still growing up? Do you ever just
study the text of a hymn outside the pew? All spiritually beneficial things to do!
I bet if you’re an adult who grew up in the church you remember well at least a few
hymns from your youth. One of the things that draws me to the Lutheran church is the
remarkable legacy of Lutheran hymns which will we still sing and cherish here at St. John.
To that end, we will once again have a Hymn Sing at the start of Sunday services, at
which you may request your favorites:
Sunday, July 20 as Prelude to the 8:00 service
Sunday, August 3 as Prelude to the 10:45 service
Also, if you have a favorite hymn on which you might like me to play or improvise an organ setting during the Offering some Sunday, please let me know.
Do you every now and then just find the words and/or tune of a hymn bouncing around
in your brain? When a tune gets stuck in your head it’s called an “earworm,” and the
best way to get rid of it is supposed to be to share it with someone else. I’ve had one the
hymns of my youth buzzing around in my head, and so I will close by sharing with you
part of the text:
I sing a song of the saints of God, faithful and bold and true,
Who toiled and fought and lived and died for the Lord they loved and knew…
They loved the Lord so dear, so dear, and His love made them strong,
And they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake, the whole of their good lives long.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

The men of the congregation
are invited the second Thursday of each month to Original Pancake House for food
and fellowship, and devotion
and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please
join us this month
on Thursday, July
10th, at 7:00am.
A truly heartfelt and sincere thank
you to Faith and Susan for organizing and hosting, and to all who
came to my retirement open
house last Sunday, sent cards,
and/or wrote in the special
book. Words cannot express the
love, support,
and encouragement I felt that afternoon. It was a day I will always remember and cherish. While I will miss the day-today contact with the children in
the classroom, I am looking forward to what God has planned for
me in the next chapter of life. To
God be the Glory! Pam

Check out the youth
bulletin board this
summer for pictures from
our servant events.
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Elijah, Joanie, Phyllis, Michelle
Mindy, Jennifer, Colleen, Parker, Tory
Andrew
Jimmy, Liam, Floyd, Haley, Karen
Margaret, Phillip
Elton, Corbin, Jarrett, Lisa, Logan, Nicole
Jennifer, Shelby, Seth, Sydney, Sheryl, Andrew,
Joel
Ryan, Kai, Steve, Norma, Rachel
Stephen, Steve, Anna, Noah
Jake
James, Tony, Mary, Jennifer
Grace, Sara, Tyler, Jaidyn
Monica, Roxy, Karen
Satomi, Alyssa, Carmin, Brett, Mildred, Maya,
Jamie
Nicole, Ryan, Ella, Lexie
Andy, John, Phyllis, Jason
Emma
Dorothy, Pat, William
Donna
Alice, Ray, Holly, Isabelle
Angel, Dave, Norma
Shirley, Cynthia, Linda, Tom, Judith, Jeffrey
Ron
Pat
Jessica, Kade, Deanna, Kaleb

27 Sanna, Suzanne, Richard, Nathan
28 Michael, David, Jeffrey
29 Lauren, David , Linda,
Lisa, Connie
30 Olivia, Matt , Madelyn
31 Brandon, Chris

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
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Christian & Victoria (7)
John & Sherrie (42)
Brent & Andrea (4)
Mitch & Lindsey (5), Todd & Aimee (16)
Dave & Linda (28)
Chuck & Jean (46)
Zach & Brittney (7)
Matt & Christy (10)
Bruce & Eleanor (56)
Armen & Tiffany (2)
Justin & Jamie (8); Rod & Anne (9)
Dan & Joyce (42); Otis & Jessica (3)
Brian & Pat (24); Douglas & Megan (10)
Lyle & Jayne (27)
Mark & Cheryl (23); Doug & Chris (40); Bruce
& Annette (40); Bill & Karen (18)
28 Richard & Judy (46); Butch & Pam (41)
30 Jay & Joy Lou (26)

31 Joe & Kate (10)

2014
Sun

Mon

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen on the
13th & 27th
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

6

School Office
359-1714

7

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group

8

9

10

6:00 Elders

10:30 Adult Bible Class
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
12:30 Mary Martha
Picnic

14

15

16

17

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)

6:00 Finance Board

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

7:15 Holy Communion

3:45 Market Day Sale

20

21

22

23

24

10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:30 Youth Board

7:15 Holy Communion

29

30

10:30 Adult Bible Class

7:15 Holy Communion

27
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

28

4

Sat
5

Church/School Closed

13

8:00 Holy Communion
(Hymn Sing)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Fri

11

8:00 Handymen
Bushman/Johnson
Wedding
Market Day
orders due

18

19
4:30 Roberts/
Huckstadt Wedding

25

Newsletter Deadline

31

12

26

