
St. John Lutheran Church 

           THE ST. JOHN NEWS 
            July 2015 

 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change.”  James 1:17 
 
 We have much to be thankful for.  God’s gifts 
are many and varied.  God so freely and generously 
provides His people with gifts -- great and small.  
Many of God’s gifts are obvious and well known 
among Christians.  We thank God for these daily.  
Others are more subtle and less noticeable.  We 
hardly notice and rarely acknowledge these as gifts 
that come down to us from the generous hand of 
God.    
 

 Part of the reason that we don’t always see 
God as the giver and source of these gifts is that God 
doesn’t appear in front of us as He brings these gifts 
into our lives.  Instead God works through the peo-
ple in our lives in order to give us His blessings.  
Hidden from view, God works much more indirectly 
in our lives through the human agency of others in 
our lives.  God works through our neighbor to serve 
our needs and to share His gifts. 
 

 When we’re young God cares for us through 
our parents who raise us and take are of us.  God 
uses Christian parents to provide their children 
with biblical instruction.  God then uses teachers to 
educate us, policemen and firemen to serve and 
protect us,  nurses, doctors, and surgeons to heal us.  
Farmers, truckers, and grocery store workers to 
bring food to our table.  Framers, roofers, dry-
wallers, painters, electricians, and plumbers to 
build the houses that we live in.  And the list goes 
on and on of the occupations that God uses to work 
to benefit and bless us. 
 

 In the spiritual realm,  God works in our 
lives through His Word and Sacraments as the 
means of grace by which God bestows His gifts of 
forgiveness, life, and salvation to us.  Through the 

Office of the Public Ministry, God works through 
our pastors who preach this Word and to adminis-
ter the sacraments so that we hear and receive 
Christ’s forgiveness regularly for our spiritual 
comfort and eternal assurance.  In a similar way 
God provides others within the congregation [the 
body of Christ] who provide gifts of encourage-
ment, hospitality, prayers on behalf of others, visits 
to the homebound, help for the poor, and financial 
support for the ministry and mission of the church. 
 

 Ever since evolution and secularism re-
moved God from the public discussion of causes in 
the cosmos, and attributed everything that hap-
pens to us in life to the laws of physics, and to the 
forces of nature; people have had a more difficult 
time of seeing God at work. Many of the things that 
secularized people have come to think of as hap-
pening according to natural causes, are really God 
at work behind the scenes.  But because we no 
longer attribute such things to God, we no longer 
thank God properly for them, or see these as gifts 
from God.  We forget that it’s not purely the medi-
cine that makes us well, but it’s God working to 
heal us through the gift of medicine.   We forget 
that when a storm misses us, it’s not simply due to 
a random shift in weather patterns, but that God is 
still to be thanked for diverting the storm. 
 

 A return to the Small Catechism of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther can help us identify and appreciate the 
manifold gifts of God’s grace.  For God blesses us 
with a myriad of gifts that Christians will want to 
properly credit to God.  In the Small Catechism; 
under the threefold topics of creation, redemp-
tion, and sanctification; we begin to see through 
Luther’s explanations, the comprehensive nature 
of God’s gifts, which God shares freely with us 
poor sinners.  These things that God daily pro-
vides to us are indeed gifts freely given instead of 
wages owed to us.  These gifts from above flow 
into our lives without being earned or deserved.  

 

God as the Giver of Every Good and Perfect Gift 



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

Luther  reminds us that God provides all of these 
gifts purely out of His Fatherly goodness and mer-
cy, without any merit or worthiness in you or in 
me. 

 

  Under the first creedal topic of Creation 
Christians acknowledge that body, mind, life, 
health, happiness, long life and good days, com-
bined with wife and children, house and home, 
along with all other personal possessions are all 
gifts from God.  God showers us with His gifts so 
essential to life -- such as rain and sun -- upon be-
liever and the unbeliever alike. [Matthew 5:45]  
God does makes Fatherly provision for both the 
believer and the unbeliever alike -- without dis-
tinction – for our God is incredibly generous even 
upon the most undeserving.  God would hope that 
by demonstrating His kindness to the unbeliever 
that he or she might acknowledge His existence 
and seek after God. 

 

  Under the second topic of Redemption we 
receive God’s greatest gifts of Christ’s forgiveness, 
His resurrected life, and eternal salvation that are 
ours only because of Him.  Since the wages of sin is 
death; all that we had earned by our disobedience 
was the prospect of everlasting condemnation, 
death, and hell.   This is why the gospel is so unex-
pected when we discover that we are receiving the 
free gift of God which is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord [Romans 6:23].  These redemptive gifts 
paid for by the blood of God’s Son rank so high that 
we will forever praise God for these into all eterni-
ty. 

 

  Under the third topic of God’s gifts discussed 
in the Creed is Sanctification.  Here we learn that 
even the faith that trusts in God’s grace in Christ, 
and believes these promises belong to us is also a 
gift given to us from God.  For no one can come to  
Jesus or believe in Him except the Father draw 
him.  For God’s authoritative Word says, “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and even 
this faith is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God” [Ephesians 2:8].   Additionally, any new de-
sire within  us to live our lives in thankfulness to 

God for Christ having lived His life from us is also a 
gift given by the Holy Spirit.  This spiritual renewal 
that takes place in the heart is a godliness that the 
Spirit produces in us after justifying us – by declar-
ing us godly through the blood that God’s Son Jesus 
offered up on the cross in payment for our sins as a 
gift of His grace. 

 

  In the same way, we are gifts from God to 
others.  God uses each one of us to provide one or 
some of His many gifts to others.  God empowers 
Christians to provide the gift of faith, encourage-
ment, hospitality, prayers on behalf of others, and 
support for those who are in need.  The Bible says, 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one an-
other as good stewards of God’s varied grace”. [1 
Peter 4:10]  God gifted the church with apostles and 
prophets.   Today in addition to the pastor who is 
given to led the flock, God gives those within each 
congregation who welcome the newcomer, who 
mentor new Christians, who show compassion to 
the poor, who have a zeal for world missions, who 
are eager to share Jesus and their congregation 
with their neighbor, who make a joyful noise 
through music, and who teach the young to walk by 
faith and equip them for humble Christ-like serv-
anthood. 

 

  Even though God as the giver of every good 
and perfect gift cannot be seen with the eye,  God’s 
gifts are to be acknowledged by faith and through 
the worship life of the faithful.  For we assemble as 
the church to receive God’s most profound gifts that 
enter our hearts through the preached Word,  
through the applied waters of Holy Baptism, and 
through the Lord’s Supper through which Christ is 
present in His body and blood in and along with the 
bread and the wine.   While you and I appreciate 
everything good that God gives us to enjoy,  it’s 
within the divine service where we receive the full 
assurance of a right and restored relationship with 
God through Christ our Lord. 

  
 Sharing God’s gifts with all,  
 

 Pastor Mark Elliott 
 



It is always a joy to see so many people involved with and 

participating in Vacation Bible School each year!  Our site 

leaders, group leaders, and youth volunteers put a lot of 

time and effort into preparing their roles for VBS.  And 

their diligence is greatly rewarded.  This year's VBS saw 

an average of 115 students each day.  While that number is 

down a few from previous years, it was a number that still 

filled each of the classes and classrooms with young ears, 

minds, and hearts ready to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ! 

 

This year's theme was from Concordia Publishing House 

(CPH) and was called Camp Discovery: Jesus Works 

through Us.  Once again, CPH provided us with songs that 

definitely grow on you and stay with you once you've 

learned them and long after you've heard them.  This VBS 

theme took us through three stories from the Old Testa-

ment and two from the New Testament.  From the Old 

Testament, we heard the stories of David and Goliath, 

Deborah and Barak, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-

go.  The Take-Home points (what the kids are to remem-

ber from each day) that went with these stories were "Jesus 

gives me courage," "Jesus gives me his wisdom," and 

"Jesus saves me," respectively. 

 

From the New Testament, we were given the stories of 

Jesus healing the blind man named Bartimaus and the con-

version of Saul.  The Take-Home points for these stories 

were "Jesus gives me faith," and "Jesus gives me his love 

to share."  CPH always does a great job of rooting their 

VBS programs in the Word of God, as a good "Bible" 

school program should do! 

 

What I liked about this program was it's rootedness in the 

Scriptures, it's focus on memorizing of Bible passages and 

key themes, and it's design to keep the flow of the day or-

ganized and fun for the students.  These standards now for 

our VBS make it easy to think through the week and pre-

pare for our interactions with students.   

 

Where I think this program stumbled a bit was in its theo-

logical approach.  With a sub-heading such as "Jesus 

Works through Us," we as Lutherans would be inclined to 

start thinking along the lines of vocations.  God certainly 

works through us and the vocations he gives us to provide 

for and care for the bodily needs and goods he lays out in 

the 1st article of the Creed (Creation) and for which we 

pray in the fourth petition of the Lord's Prayer ("Give us 

this day our daily bread").  Unfortunately, this program did 

not seek to make such a clear connection. 

 

And when our focus as Christians is on the Gospel of Je-

sus—who he is and what he has done for our salvation—

one might more likely expect a theme like "Jesus works in 

me," drawing ever closer attention to the Means of Grace.  

Jesus works in me faith and life and hope and forgiveness 

by the preaching of his Word and the giving out of his 

Sacraments. 

 

Thankfully, we have very faithful volunteers who help 

guide our students to these connections and who love to 

point out the Gospel of Jesus in all of the stories and activ-

ities that we do.  This VBS program certainly engages 

each child and gives them ample opportunity to hear God's 

Word, to think about that Word, and to learn about God's 

great love for them in Jesus Christ.  And I am thankful for 

this VBS program that gets us all going in the right direc-

tion! 

 

Each year at VBS, we have a special target for our offer-

ings that are collected every day, starting on Tuesday.  

This year, we decided to donate our offerings to Central 

Illinois's own Camp CILCA.  For every $5.00 that was 

brought in, the students saw another tree added to the for-

est on our "Offerings" board.  Camp CILCA has various 

wish list items that will enhance every camper's experi-

ence, and so our donations will go to help purchase those 

items.  We make it our goal to raise $1,000.00 for the 

week, and through many generous donations and the faith-

ful giving of our students, we met that goal!  Thanks be to 

God! 

 

This year's VBS also saw the return of the volunteer hospi-

tality room.  Several members from the congregation gra-

ciously provided "treats" for all of the volunteers each day.  

Thank you so much to all who donated to the hospitality 

room this year!  We all enjoyed it immensely! 

 

A concluding word of thanks goes out to all who volun-

teered at Vacation Bible School this year, adult and youth 

alike!  Once again, we had over 40 people giving their 

time and talents, making this gathering for learning, pray-

ing, praising, and fun possible.  Thank you to all of you 

and I look forward to working with you all again next 

year! 

 

And the final word of thanks goes to our God who gives us 

the hope and joy in the cross of Jesus that drives us to 

share his great love with others.  We pray that God would 

cause the seeds of faith that were planted to grow and de-

velop into those who cling to him alone for their salvation. 

 

In service to Christ and to you, his people, 

 

Pastor Caithamer 

VBS 2015 Wrap Up! 



Let Us Pray 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  The family of Keith  
at his death, Lon & Betty and family at the death 
of Lon’s mother Lucille , Larry & Gale and family 
at the death of Gale’s mother Dortha , Jim and Dee and 
family at the death of Dee’s brother-in-law Tadesse , The 
family of Dorothy at her death June 23rd 
 

Hospitalized:  Lindermann  
 

Following Surgery:  Patty  
 

For Healing and Recovery:   Donna , Cindy , Susan , Lu-
cille , Helen , Pat , Tom , Lingli , Jim -father of Jim  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Joe , Lea Bohlen, Nancy , 
Maxine , Jeff , Nancy -daughter of Dorothy , Judy -mother 
of Jim , Ken -son of Earl  
 

For our Military:  Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Luke , Jim , Bran-
don , Christopher , Suzzanna , Ben , Allyson Schmidt, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana 
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran  
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran 
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in 
Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the  
second Thursday of each month to Original Pan-

cake House for food and fellowship, and  
devotion and prayers led by  

Pastor Caithamer.  Please join 
us this month on Thursday, July 
9th, at 7:00am. 

Widow’s Group will not meet on Thursday, July 

2nd.  They are invited to attend the Mary Martha picnic on 
Thursday, July 16 at 11:30am at Lettie .  Chicken will be 
provided.  Please bring a dish to share.   

Looking for an opportunity to serve? St. John has 
a counting committee, which counts the weekly of-
fering and prepares it for deposit. We are searching 
for someone to join our committee, which meets one 
evening a week for about an hour at a time. You 
would join a rotating crew of counters, so you would 
serve two or three times a month. The job does not 
require physical exertion. Interested persons can 
contact  for more information about this opportunity. ATTENDANCE  

FIGURES FOR  
June 
 
  

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
Jun 7 187 129 126 107   
Jun 14 195 152 153   98 
Jun 21 144 114 110   83 
Jun 28 
  

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Jun 3 33 24 
 Jun 10 20 14 
 Jun 17 18 17 
 Jun 24 

New Member Class starts in August!   

If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran 
Church, then plan to attend.  Pastor Caithamer will 
teach this class in room 1A of the school, just across 
the hallway from the school office.  We will meet 
from 9:30 to 10:30 each Sunday morning from Au-
gust 23 through December 6.  This class is also avail-
able for any member who would like to attend. 

Daniel and the Book of Revelation!  Prophecy.  The 

end times.  The return of Christ.  World events.  Isra-

el then and now.  And at the center of it all: Jesus 

Christ and him crucified!  If any of this sounds even 

remotely interesting to you, and/or if you simply love 

studying the Bible, and/or if you thoroughly enjoy 

the company of fellow sisters and brothers in Christ, 

then join us as our next subject of study 

begins at the Tuesday morning Bible 

class on July 7, 2015 at 10:15am in 

Room 1A, just across the hall from the 

school office.  See you there! 



                Golf Outing       

Save the date! The 3rd annual PTF 
Golf outing will be held on Satur-
day, September 26 at the U of I 
Golf Course.  

 

Mark your calendars for July 16-20, 2016. 
 

Held every 3 years, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to 
come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their 
Lutheran identity. During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship, 
service and fellowship with others from across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in 
Saint Louis, MO. 

  Ram Rebate  
The Ram Rebate cards will be 
available during the week at  

Custom Flooring, 315 S. Neil St. 
or by contacting Leah. 

Stewardship Corner                       Giving Expresses Our Gratitude 

     An old legend tells of a man visiting Africa who was amazed to find boys playing marbles with diamonds.  
The boys, however, found nothing unusual in this; this was the only kind of stones they knew.  There is a dan-
ger that the familiar can lose its value.  What wonderful truths we hear each Sunday from our pulpit!  What gra-
cious gifts we regularly receive through the Sacraments!  What a treasure is the Word of God which we own and 
can read whenever we wish!  What value do we place on these things of God?  How long can God trust us as 
stewards of His Gospel if we treat it so lightly and neglect the opportunities to spread His Word?  In the New 
Testament, hardly any facet of the Christian life is discussed more often than that of giving.  The Bible teaches 
that it is the obligation of all, the rich and the poor, to give regularly, proportionately, and in the name of and for 
the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The Bible teaches that giving is an act of faith, of thanksgiving, and of grati-
tude for our God and for what He had done for us.  Scripture tells us that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corin-
thians 9:7) and that He wants us to excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7).  Thankfully, God tells us that 
He will make it possible for us to give, when He tells us “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so 
that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  
Let us pray, then, that we would once again comprehend the sacrifice that has won our eternal salvation.  Let us 
tell others of the wonderful hope and love that can be found in Jesus.  Let us place our gifts in the offering plates 
as though they were the nail-scarred hands of Jesus.   

 
 
 

 

 
Important Announcement about Market Day 

 

“World’s Finest Chocolate”, a family-owned business offering high quality fundraising products and  
programs, has greed to acquire the Market Day brand.  As a result, Market Day’s monthly grocery and event 
fundraising programs are retiring as of June 2015.   A selection of Market Day products will continue to be 
sold at Gordon Food Service Store,  located at 502 West Town Center Blvd, Champaign, while supplies last.  
In the months of July and August our school will receive 10% profit on all Market Day products purchased at 
GFI, and our PTF has GFI Ram Rebate cards available.  Thanks to all who supported Market Day at St. John’s. 

http://www.lcms.org/youth


 

1 Elijah , Joanie , Rachel , Phyllis , Michelle  
2 Mindy , Jennifer , Colleen , Parker , Tory  
3 Andrew  
4 Jimmy , Liam , Floyd , Haley , Karen  
5 Margaret , Phillip  
6 Elton , Corbin , Jarrett ,  Lisa , Logan , Nicole  
7 Jennifer , Shelby , Seth , Sydney , Sheryl , 

Andrew , Joel  
8 Ryan , Kai , Steve , Norma , Rachel  
9 Stephen , Steve , Anna , Noah  
10 Jake , Jay  
11 James , Tony , Mary , Staci  
12 Grace , Sara , Tyler , Jaidyn  
13 Monica , Roxy , Karen  
14 Satomi , Alyssa , Carmin , Brett , Mildred , 

Maya , Jamie  
15 Nicole , Ryan , Ella , Lexie  
16 Andy , John , Phyllis  
17 Emma  
18 Dorothy , Pat , William  
19 Donna , Abigail  
20 Alice , Ray , Holly , Isabelle  
21 Angel , Dave , Norma  
22 Shirley , Cynthia , Linda , Judith , Jeffrey  
23 Ron Pat  
24 Jessica , Kade , Deanna , Kaleb  
25 Sanna , Suzanne , Richard , Nathan  
26 Michael , David  

27 Lauren , David , Linda , Lisa , Connie  
28 Olivia Boatright, Emmelyn 

Grim, Matt , Madelyn  
29 Brandon , Chris  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Christian & Victoria (8) 
5    Drew & Rachel (1) 
8 John & Sherrie (43) 
10  Brent & Andrea (5) 
11 Mitch & Lindsey (6); Todd & Aimee (17) 

12 Chase & Nicki (1) 
13 Chuck & Jean (47) 
14 Zach & Brittney (8) 
15 Alex & Renee (20) 
17 Jay & Stephanie (22); Matt & Christy (11) 
18 Jacob & Melanie (12) 
19 Evan & Allison (1) 
20 Bruce & Eleanor (57) 
22 Justin & Jamie (9); Rod & Anne (10) 
23 Dan & Joyce (43); Otis & Jessica (4) 
24 Brian & Pat (25); Douglas & Megan (11) 
25 Lyle & Jayne (28) 
26 Daniel & Stacy (12) 

27 Mark & Cheryl (24); Doug & Chris (41); Bruce 

& Annette (41); Bill & Karen (19) 
28 Richard & Judy (47); Butch & Pam (42) 
30 Jay & Joy Lou (27) 
31 Joe & Kate (11) 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

12th & 26th at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off:  

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off:  Fridays 

1 
7:15 Holy Communion 

2 
 

3 4  

5 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

6th Sunday of Pentecost 

6 

 
Church closed 

 
 

7 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  6:30 School Board 

  6:30 Fellowship Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

8 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

9 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 

          Breakfast 

12:30 Mary Martha 

          Picnic 

  5:00 Handymen 

10 11 

12 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

7th Sunday of Pentecost 

13 
6:00 Finance Board 

14 
6:00 Elders 

15 
7:15 Holy Communion 

16 17 18 

19 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

8th Sunday of Pentecost 

20 21 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Council 

 

 

22 
7:15 Holy Communion 

23 24 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

25 

26 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

9th Sunday of Pentecost 

27 28 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:00 Youth Board 

29 
7:15 Holy Communion 

30 31  

2015 


