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It is amazing at how fast the Vacation Bible School 

(VBS) week goes by!  Every year it never ceases to 

amaze me just how quickly we get to Friday and the 

week is over.  So much time and effort is put into 

making VBS so special every year by all of our volun-

teers that it is a relief of satisfaction that it is com-

plete.  At the same time, with all of that preparation 

and especially with the great experiences we all get to 

have with the students who attend, it is sad to see it all 

come to an end.  Still, there is always next summer’s 

VBS!!! 
 

This year our VBS was extremely blessed to see over 

135 students every day!  What that means, if you 

break it down, is that we had four full preschool class-

rooms, at 15 students per room at least.  That is 60 

students learning and growing and singing in our pre-

school levels alone!  That left about 75 students or 

more each day to fill six grade levels, from Kindergar-

ten through fifth grade.  We averaged over 12 students 

per grade, with the lowest of those grades being the 

fullest.  Needless to say, VBS was hopping all the way 

through, and it was quite the sight to behold, in a very 

good way! 
 

Our openings and closings each day was where all the 

students Kindergarten through 5th grade were all to-

gether at one time, along with each day at snack time 

in the Fellowship Hall.  Those were special moments 

where we really got to see all the kids interacting and 

enjoying themselves.  The rest of the morning was 

spent by each grade level moving to a new “site” eve-

ry twenty minutes.  Those sites included: Storytelling; 

Bible Challenge; Games; and Crafts.  A rotational sys-

tem like that certainly keeps the students interested 

and learning the entire morning. 
 

Of course, the meat and potatoes or bread and butter 

of our VBS every year is the quality content of the 

stories that are heard throughout the week.  We heard 

yet again this year, even more so than previously, how 

impressed parents were with what we actually taught 

their students from the Bible stories.  Other VBSes, 

they tell us, do not go into the depth that we do.  That 

is not to say our material is hard to understand.  It 

simply means that we give them more of the Gospel 

message, that salvation is in Jesus Christ alone.  Jesus 

is first and foremost our savior from sin and death, 

and by his suffering and death on the cross and his 

resurrection from the tomb, we have eternal life with 

him.  Other programs talk about Jesus, but mostly 

about him as a friend or “new Moses,” that is, a coach 

who is encouraging you to do good and better in your 

life.  Such a message is important for all to hear, but it 

can be heard just about anywhere.  That message is 

not the Gospel, and the faithful Christian Church is 

the only place the true Gospel can be heard.  That is 

what these parents were realizing! 
 

Throughout the week, the students heard these stories:  

Joshua and God’s victory at Jericho (Joshua 6:1–20); 

King Hezekiah and God’s victory over the Assyrians 

(2 Kings 18–19); King Josiah and God’s reforming of 

his people (2 Kings 22–23); Jesus’ triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (Luke 19:28–40); and 

Christ’s victorious resurrection from the dead (Luke 

23:1–24:12).  These stories worked to show forth the 

true power of God over sin and death and all of the 

tribulations we face in this life. 
 

As Christians firmly rooted in the Gospel and who 

know well the story of Jesus, we remain quite aware 

of our weaknesses and the struggles we face through-

out our lives.  We know that these are a result of sin-

fulness in a broken world and that we will face such 

suffering throughout our days.  The Lord Jesus uses 

these times to draw us ever closer to him, for “when I 

am weak then I am strong” as St. Paul said in 2 Corin-

thians 12:10, and “He must increase, but I must de-

crease” said John the Baptizer of our Lord Jesus in 

John 3:30.  While we must always remember this con-

dition of ours in this life, at the same time, we must 

remember the victory that Christ Jesus has already 

won for us!  Each of these stories from VBS and from 

other parts of the Bible serve as glimpses of Christ’s 

victory over sin and death.  They foreshad-
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For Peace and Comfort:  Paul and family at the death of  
brother Joe, Lyle & Jayne and family at the death of Lyle’s  
father Dale, Pat and family at the death of father Dick who passed away June 16 
 

Following Surgery:  Lingli -granddaughter of Bob & Joan , Robert  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Lois, Paul, Sue, Joyce -sister of Joan, Bruce, Stephen -son of 
Ken , Marta -granddaughter of Steve & Pam , Jan , Carol Ann , Glenn , Merv , John , Todd -
grandson of Harold , Tom  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Jennifer -sister in law of Ellie , Jeannette , Joan , Joe , 
Lea , Nancy , Maxine , Ken , Jason -grandson of Lois  
 

For our Military:  Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Jim ,  
Brandon , Christopher , Suzzanna , Ben , Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Mada-
gascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in 
Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

ow the ultimate triumph Christ will bring forth on the Last Day.  And they serve to give us comfort as we see 

God’s faithfulness and love for his people all throughout time.  He has that same love for you and me today! 
 

If you were a volunteer at VBS this year, then you know what I am talking about with all of the joys we experi-

ence at VBS.  I thank you for your dedication and willingness to serve our Lord in this way.  Your passion for the 

young in our midst is admirable.  If you did not volunteer this year but want to join the fun, there is always next 

year (so long as our Lord does not return first, which would be pretty okay too!).  Do not hesitate to sign up when 

the time comes next year to volunteer.  We need your help too and want to have you with us! 
 

A special thank you to all of those in the congregation who offered their prayers on behalf of our VBS and all 

who participated in it.  Thank you to all who offered donations of supplies and food for the benefit of our stu-

dents.  And thank you to all who gave financially to help cover our costs and especially to help us meet our goal 

of collecting $700.00 in offerings for our mission project of getting Bibles and Christian story books into the 

hands of children in the United States and around the world. 
 

Regarding that offering, we never really collect offering on the first day because we have not been able to talk 

about our project before then.  In essence, there are four days to reach our offering goal.  The first day the kids 

brought in about $70.  Their collections nearly doubled each day after that, to the conclusion that on Friday 

alone, the offerings collected were over $500.00!  That put us well over our goal of $700.00, with an ending total 

of over $1,100.00!  This congregation continues its great generosity and displays its heart of care for those in 

need.  For that, among other things, I am truly thankful! 
 

The Lord continue to bless all that you do each day in your vocations.  And the Lord bless all those who heard 

his Word at VBS this year, that his banquet hall would be filled to the brim with those who believe in Jesus 

Christ our Lord!  Keep on praying for them and us all! 
 

Joyfully, in Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

Save the Date and Return 
for the Reformation!!  

 In case you had not heard, 
this year marks the 500th anni-
versary of the Refor-
mation.  In celebration of this 
monumental occasion, we will 
be hosting a special Refor-
mation Vespers service on 
Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 
4pm.  At this service, you will 
be able to feast on fine music 
and instruction in the Word of 
God.  Following the service, 
you will be able to feast on 
fine German fare: bratwurst, 
sauerkraut, and more!  If you 
have been away from St. John 
for a while, this is the perfect 
opportunity to come home 
and get reacquainted.  You 
are always welcome and we 
look forward to seeing you all! 



VBS 2017 

Volunteer List 
 
 

 

 

Many thanks rightfully belong to all of those who helped in any way make VBS possible this year!   

Thanks be to God that you are willing to share your love of Christ  

with the youth of our church and community.   

God bless you all! 

 

Preschool Teacher (early 3s)—Stephanie  

 Adult Helper—Amy  

 Youth Helpers—Billy , Abby  

, Ali Jo , Jaclyn  
 

Preschool Teacher—Cindy  

 Adult Helper—Carol  

 Youth Helpers—Rachel , Tyler  

, Frances  

Preschool Teacher—Sara  

 Adult Helper—Joanie  

 Youth Helpers—Izzy , Jack  

,Jacob  
 

 

Preschool Teacher—Karen  

 Adult Helper—Susan  

Youth Helpers—Charlie ,  

Elizabeth , Corbin , Emma  

Kindergarten—Tracy  

 Youth Helpers—Lexie , Noah  
 

1st Grade—Donnie , Vanessa  

 Youth Helpers—Nadia , Erin  
 

2nd Grade—Sierra  

 Youth Helpers—Ethan,  

Nicholas  
 

3rd Grade—Don  

 Youth Helpers—Margaret  
 

4th and 5th Grades—Marlene , Staci  
 

Snack—Donna  

 Youth Helpers—Jack , John Paul  
 

Games—Faith  

 Youth Helpers—Ben  
 

Bible Challenge—Elizabeth  

 Youth Helper—Emma  
 

Storytelling—Pam  

 Youth Helpers—Corbin , Zach  

Opening/Closing/Music—Pastor Caithamer 

 Youth Helper—Sara , Emma  

Wttig 
 

Crafts—Alice , Janet  
 

Registrar/Newsletter—Kim , Cindy  
 

Decorations—Faith  
 

VBS Director—Faith  

We had an amazing week filled with fun songs, 

crafts, snacks, games, Bible Challenges and most 

importantly God’s Word.  We had over 140 children 

preschool through 5th grade attend.  We had over 25 

adult helpers and over 25 youth helpers.  Thank you 

to the congregation for their 

prayer support as well as all 

donations of supplies, snacks, 

money and time. Working to-

gether we had a great week. We 

successfully raised over $1,000 

for the Sharing God’s Mighty 

Word Mission project that pur-

chases books and Bibles for 

those in need.  



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited 
the second Thursday of each month to 

Original Pancake House for food and 
fellowship, and devotion and prayers led 

by Pastor Caithamer.  Please join us this 
month on Thursday, July 13th, at 7:00am. 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
JUNE 
 
 

Sundays 8:00  Comm     10:45 Comm 
 Jun 4 (Pentecost)153 130    107     91 
 June 11 168 141   97 77 
 Jun 18 141 125 106 95 
 Jun 25 159 128   97 81 
                         

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Jun 7  24 17 
 Jun 14  22 18 
 Jun 21  23 20 
 Jun 28 30 25  

Volunteers Needed for  
Summer Sunday School!!   

We want to give our regular Sunday 
School teachers a break.  If you love chil-
dren and you love Jesus, we are looking 
for you!  Don’t want to teach by your-
self?  Grab a friend and team teach, or 
teach with your spouse.  Pick one Sun-
day or pick several.  All the material is 
provided.  For more information please 
contact Cindy .  Waiting to hear from 
you!!! 

Summer Hours – The School Office will be closed. 

Any school items can be dropped off in the Church Of-

fice. The Church Office will be open 10 am to 2 pm.  

Pastor Caithamer will be available in his office during 

regular office hours for all Pastoral needs. . He will not 

be available to let people in the building before 10 or 

after 2, so if you will need access to the building during 

that time, please contact the church office about obtain-

ing a key fob. 

Principal Search Update:  Mr. Brandenburger has 
declined the call to be our principal. Mrs. Faith Block 
will continue in the role of interim principal. The call 
committee will continue to work on finding a principal. 
Please give any names of possible candidates to the 
school office. 

Volunteers Needed – We are in need of people to 

be wedding coordinators for our church. Basic  

responsibilities would be to answer questions for the 

bride and groom regarding the use of our facilities, 

run through the rehearsal, and be here for the  

wedding. Our previous coordinators created a  

wonderful manual with all needed information in it. 

Having wedding coordinators takes much  

responsibility off of the Pastor and church office, so 

having this service is very much appreciated.   

Mary Martha will hold its annual 
picnic on Thursday, July 13 at 
12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
All ladies of the church are invit-

ed to come fellowship with us.  Meat will be fur-
nished.  Please bring a dish to share if you are able. 

Church Office & Building Closures 

The Church Office will be closed July 4th for  

Independence Day.  The entire building will be 

closed July 6th for maintenance.   

Church Picnic - Mark your calendars for Sunday, Au-
gust 27, for our annual Church Picnic.  More details 
and sign-up information to follow in coming weeks. 

Christmas Eve & Day Services 2017 
This year Christmas Eve falls on a  
Sunday.  Services for Dec 24th will be 
9:00am with no Sunday School or  
Bible Class, and then there will be 2 
Christmas Eve Services beginning at 
5:00pm and 10:00pm.  Christmas Day 
will have a 10:00am service with Holy 
Communion.   

Faith & Family Night - Please join us on Friday 
evening, July 28, for a night of fellowship with 
other church families.  Planned activities include 
a bike rodeo for kids, a light meal, a devotion 
with Pastor, and time to socialize.  We hope to 
give families a chance to get to know one anoth-
er, while having some fun, too.  Watch your July 
bulletins for further details.   



From the Finance Board 
 

In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed about the 
financial condition of the Church we are including information 
about our current financial situation.  The Collapsed Income and 
Expense report on the next page shows the amount of income and 
expenses for the year to date. Below is a report showing the quan-
tity of envelope giving for the month of May 2017. 
 

 
 

May God continue to bless all the members of St. John! 
 

Finance Board 

Quantity of  
Envelopes   
May 2017 

Monthly  
Dollar Amount 

145 0 

123 $1-$250 

42 $251-$500 

9 $501-$750 

12 $751-$1000 

5 $1001 and up 

Mr. Nicholas Liese, a student under 

the tutelage of Dr. Dana Robinson at 

the University of Illinois, and organist 

of St. John's Lutheran Church in 

Bloomington, IL, (and sub organist of 

St. John of Champaign) will present a 

recital on the1937 H.V. Willis/Wicks 

organ of the Cathedral of St. Mary in 

Peoria, IL.  Selected works include 

those of Jongen, Dupré, Guilain, Bon-

net, Franck, and Boëllman for an  

exhilarating and exclusively French 

program! 
 

Sunday, July 16, 2017 at 3:30pm. 

Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immacu-

late Conception 

607 NE Madison Ave., Peoria, IL 

*A free-will offering will be  

received following the Recital 

2017-2018 
OFFICERS SERVING THE CONGREGATION UPDATED 

 

President Matt  Secretary     Julia Schmidt 
 

Vice-President Norm  Treasurer     Jim Nelson 
 

Financial Secretary Robert  
 

Elders  Kurt  John  Dan  
 Dan  Bob  Steve  
 Jeff  John  Jeremy  
 Stephen  Herb  Larry * 
 Matthew  Terry    
 Larry  David  
 

School Board  Starley  Bill   
 Sara  Maxine   
 Tony   
 

Trustees  Neil  Steve  Jay  
 Mike  Jay  
 Don  Ron  

*approved by Council 

Evangelism Traci , Chair 
 

Stewardship Mark , Chair* 
 Mike , Vice-Chair 
 

Parish Education Karen , Chair 
 Marlene , Vice-Chair* 
Youth Board Vanessa , Chair 

 

Fellowship Board Cassandra , Chair 
 Hannah , Vice-Chair 
 

Finance Board Dean , Chair 
 Lynn , Vice-Chair* 



Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives  
that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

      Music Notes      
 

Our adult singers and ringers ended their season in fine style on Pentecost and Trinity Sundays 
respectively.  We thank all of them for their hard work and devotion throughout the year, and 
look forward to their return in the Fall. 
 
We have entered what is often referred to as the teaching season of the church year, the Sundays 
after Trinity Sunday.  In that spirit, I spent the week of June 19-23 on the campus of the University 
of Illinois, attending their first Bach Academy.  We studied and performed J.S. Bach’s magnificent 
St. John Passion. In addition to the details of the music itself, we thought and talked a lot about 
context – what would this magnificent work have meant to Lutherans in 18th-century Leipzig. 
What, for example,  would it have been like to experience this music as part of a Vesper service on 
Good Friday (including an hour-long sermon in the middle, after already having been in church for 
3-4 hours in the morning that day!)? 
 
For the congregation, the first recognizable tune and text would have come right after the open-
ing chorus, with the words “O amazing, wonderful love.”  This is bracketed by the last words of 
the final chorale – “For I will praise Him evermore!”  In between is an incredible depiction of 
Christ’s passion, suffering and death on the cross, and burial.  My heart is full from the experience, 
and I look forward to sharing more about it with you. 
 
Singing a setting of the Passion in June reminded me of the times I worked as a programmer for a 
classical radio station. We would be thinking and planning what to broadcast months in advance, 
so Christmas music would be on our minds in August, for example.   It is part of a church musi-
cian’s life as well to think and plan ahead, so herewith a word to all in the congregation including 
especially our singers and instrumentalists – Save the date of Reformation Sunday, October 29!  
We will both have festive celebrations in the morning, and a special service of Lutheran Vespers 
with guest musicians, which has been scheduled for 4:00 pm that afternoon. Choristers from all 
neighboring Lutheran churches have been invited to join us for the afternoon event, which will be 
followed by a celebration dinner. 
 
Soloists and instrumentalists are welcome to offer their talents on Sunday mornings throughout 
July and August –  let me know what you would like to play or sing and when! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 



 

1 Elijah  Joanie, Phyllis, Michelle  
2 Mindy, Jennifer, Colleen, Parker, Tory  
3 Andrew  
4 Jimmy, Liam, Floyd, Haley, Karen  
5 Margaret, Phillip  
6 Elton, Corbin, Jarrett,  Lisa, Logan , Nicole  
7 Jennifer, Shelby, Seth, Sydney, Sheryl, Andrew , 

Joel  
8 Ryan, Kai, Steve, Norma, Rachel  
9 Stephen, Steve, Anna, Noah  
10 Jake, Jay  
11 James, Tony, Mary, Staci  
12 Grace, Sara, Tyler, Jaidyn  
13 Monica, Roxy, Karen  
14 Satomi, Alyssa, Carmin, Mildred, Maya, Jamie  
15 Nancy, Nicole, Ryan, Ella, Lexie  
16 Andy, John, Phyllis  
17 Emma  
18 Dorothy, Kylene, Pat, William  
19 Donna, Abigail  
20 Alice, Ray, Holly, Isabelle  
21 Angel, Dave, Norma, Patty  
22 Shirley, Cynthia, Linda, Isla, Judith , Jeffrey  
23 Ron  
25 Pat  
26 Jessica, Kade, Deanna, Kaleb  
27 Sanna, Suzanne, Richard, Nathan  

28 Michael , David  
29 Lauren, David , Linda, 

Lisa, Connie  
30 Olivia, Emmelyn , Matt , 

Madelyn  
31 Brandon , Chris  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

3 Christian & Victoria (10) 
7    Jonathan & Elizabeth (5) 
8 John & Sherrie (45) 
10  Brent & Andrea (7) 
11 Mitch & Lindsey (8); Todd & Aimee (19) 
12 Chase & Nicki (3) 
13 Chuck & Jean (49); Michael & Theresa (4) 
14 Zach & Brittney (10) 
15 Alex & Renee (22) 
17 Jim & Kim (36); Jay & Stephanie (24) 
19  Evan & Allison (3) 
20 Bruce & Eleanor (59) 
22 Justin & Jamie (11); Rod & Anne (12) 
23 Dan & Joyce (45); Otis & Jessica (6) 
24 Brian & Pat (27); Douglas & Megan (13) 
25 Lyle & Jayne (30) 
27 Mark & Cheryl (26); Doug & Chris (43); Bruce 

& Annette (43) 
28 Richard & Judy (49); Butch & Pam (44) 

30 Jay & Joy Lou (29) 
31 Joe & Kate (13) 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 9th & 23rd 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

   1 

2  4th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

3 4   
Church  

office  

closed 

5 
5:45 Summer Book 

         Club 

7:15 Holy Communion 

6 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

 

Building closed for 

Maintenance 

7 8 

9  5th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

10 
6:00 Finance Board 

11 
6:00 Elders 

12 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Summer Book 

          Club 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

13 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer  

           Breakfast 

10:00 Evangelism 

 12:30 Mary Martha 

           Picnic 

14 15 

16  6th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

17 18 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Council 

19 
5:45 Summer Book 

         Club 

7:15 Holy Communion 

20 21 22 
11:00 Dick Matzdorff 

          Memorial  

          Service 

23  7th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

24 
Newsletter Deadline 

25 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

26 
5:45 Summer Book 

         Club 

7:15 Holy Communion 

27 28 
Faith & Family Night 

(Time TBA) 

29 

30  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

31      

2017 

F  C  A         V  o  l  l  e  y  b  a  l  l         C  a  m  p         i  n         G  y  m 


