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VBS Wrap Up
Take Home Point Revisit
Another week of Vacation Bible School (VBS) has come and gone. It is always amazing
how quickly the week goes by. As they say, “Time flies when you’re having fun!” And
not just fun, but building relationships and learning more about the Bible, most importantly, the message of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. VBS exists to bring our church’s
children together for fellowship and learning right alongside with many other children from
our community. It is always a great opportunity for our church and school to be experienced by many who might not otherwise enter through our doors. We give thanks to God
for that!
Each day of VBS studies a story from the Bible and has an easy-to-remember take-home point. This year’s VBS
title was Splash Canyon: God’s Promise on Life’s Wild Ride. Here is what the kids learned:
Day 1—Take Home Point: God is with us! Yes, He is!
Memory Verse: God said, “But I will be with you.” Exodus 3:12.
As indicated by the title, Splash Canyon, each story for the week revolved around water. The first day taught the
story of the baby Moses being saved from death in the Nile River. The Pharaoh had commanded that every son
born to the Hebrew people was to be thrown into the Nile River to drown and die. Moses’ mother put her
three-month-old son in a waterproofed basket and left him in the reeds by the river bank. Pharaoh’s own daughter
found the boy and raised him as her own. God spared Moses’ life in the midst of many deaths so that he could
grow to become God’s chosen rescuer of his people. In a very similar way, God spared his own son from death by
sending him into Egypt. Jesus would grow to become the rescuer of all mankind by his death on the cross and
resurrection from the grave.
Day 2—Take Home Point: God gives us life! Yes, He does!
Memory Verse: And this is the promise that He made to us—eternal life. 1 John 2:25.
VBS’s second day gave us the story of the Israelites entering into the promised land. While Moses was God’s
chosen instrument to rescue the Hebrews from the Egyptians, the privilege of ushering them into the promised land
was handed over to Moses’ aide, Joshua. This servant of God led the children of Israel into the promised land after
wandering in the wilderness for 40 years! Their entry point to the land of Canaan was the Jordan River. Not up
and over it. Not fording through it. But walking through the river on totally dry ground! As God had parted the
Red Sea, so he parted the Jordan River. God’s presence, as indicated by the Ark of the Covenant, remained in the
river until all had passed through. Jesus, too, entered the waters of the Jordan to fulfill all righteousness. His whole
life was lived to give us life. Jesus is the one who has rescued us from slavery to sin and gives us our entry to the
promised land of his kingdom. Jesus is both our Moses and our Joshua!
Day 3—Take Home Point: God is faithful! Yes, He is!
Memory Verse: Let us hold fast the confession of our hope…for He who promised is faithful.
Hebrew 10:23.
Our third day of VBS focused in on the story of Naaman and his healing from leprosy (2 Kings 5:1–14). As the
commander of the Syrian army, Naaman had a lot of authority and popularity. He also had the dreaded skin disease
known as leprosy. Its contagious nature was a life-changer, forcing those who have it to live lives of seclusion.
Having heard of a prophet in Israel who may be able to help, Naaman’s king offered great compensation to the
prophet for his help. Naaman went to Israel’s prophet, Elisha, but the prophet merely told him to wash seven times
in the Jordan River. After initially refusing this “remedy,” Naaman was cajoled with these words: “It is a great
word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?”
Naaman did as Elisha commanded and he was healed fully, his flesh was restored.
Baptism connections abound here as we too are called to wash and be clean. The simple Word of
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God is enough to make any water a baptismal flood. Jesus’ death and resurrection won our forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation, which he freely gives in Baptism.
Day 4—Take Home Point: God gives hope! Yes, He does!
Memory Verse: God promises: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.” Isaiah 43:2.
The fourth day of VBS gave us the miraculous story of God’s saving of Paul from a disastrous shipwreck (Acts
27:13–44). Not only did God save Paul, but he saved the lives of every single person on board the ship. The storm
they were in on their way to Rome was typhoon-like, as the Greek word is translated. For days they could not see
the sun at day or the stars at night. Yet, God revealed to Paul that he would live and all who were on board with
him. While we are never promised that we will be spared from dangerous situations, we certainly pray “Keep me
this day also from sin and every evil.” What we can see in this story is the grander scale of our entire lives. Our
whole life is fraught with struggle and danger, physically and spiritually. You and I have been promised that we
will live forever because of what Jesus has done. Death will not be eternal for us, but we will be raised to new life,
spared eternally from the shipwreck of sin, death, and hell!
Day 5—Take Home Point: Jesus is our Savior! Yes, He is!
Memory Verse: For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. 2 Corinthians 1:20.
Our VBS concluded with the story of Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River (Matthew 3:13–17). There we see in
complete certainty that Jesus is God’s answer to all of his promises. Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ,
the savior from sin. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all equally present at Jesus’ baptism. The Father’s
word, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well-pleased,” and the Spirit’s lighting on Jesus show the world that
Jesus is it! He is God’s chosen one and him alone. This is our comfort in every time of trouble. No matter what
comes our way, no matter what in this life that God spares us from or does not spare us from, God’s promises all
find their Yes in Jesus. “That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory” (2 Corinthians
1:20). Nothing changes that, no matter what this life brings, no matter how bad this world gets, we take heart for
Jesus has already overcome the world! (John 16:33).
Our VBS mission offerings this year went to help send Bibles and Christian books to children in Madagascar. By
God’s gracious help through many generous donations, the children of VBS were able to bring in over $1,200 for
this project! That means hundreds of Bibles and books can be sent to Madagascar to be shared by children and
their families there. Thank you to all of you who helped to make that possible!
We were truly blessed by God to have 167 children registered for our VBS, which resulted in an average daily
attendance of 130 students! That gave our 56 volunteers plenty to do, but they did their work exceptionally well.
Thank you for all who volunteered at our VBS and for all of you who helped by donating snacks, supplies, and
money, along with your prayers and words of encouragement. It surely does take all of us working together to
make VBS happen so well, and for that I am truly grateful to our Lord and Savior!
In thanksgiving for our family of Christ at St. John, and that all of God’s promises find their Yes in Jesus,
Pastor Caithamer

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Pastor Caithamer on Vacation! My family and I will be taking some vacation time in July as we travel to southern
Indiana and out to California. I am honored and pleased to inform you of those who have graciously agreed to lead
you in my stead while we are away:
Wednesday, July 18
Rev. Rick Milas from University Lutheran
Sunday, July 22
Rev. Joel Oschwald from Springfield
Wednesday, July 25
Rev. Rick Milas
Sunday, July 29
Rev. Dr. Jeff Oschwald from St. Louis
Wednesday, August 1
Rev. Don Ehlers, former pastor of St. John
Reverend Milas currently serves as pastor at University Lutheran Church on the campus of the University of Illinois.
He thoroughly enjoys his service to the college aged students whom God brings to him. Pastor Milas’s wife, Martha,
was a teacher at our school for many years until her retirement. She graciously served our school again this past year
in the junior high level.
Reverend Joel Oschwald was ordained in the summer of 2016 and currently lives in Springfield with his wife, Jeni,
and their daughters, Paige and Addy. Pastor Oschwald and his family were members at St. John before he began his
studies at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana.
Reverend Doctor Jeff Oschwald serves as the Chairman of the Department of Exegetical Theology and as Associate
Professor at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri. Rev. Dr. Oschwald is a son of St. John member Phyllis
Oschwald and is a son of this congregation. He and his wife, Jill, visit the Champaign area yearly from their home in
St. Louis.
Reverend Don Ehlers currently serves vacant congregations in our Champaign area. He served faithfully as pastor at
St. John for 29 years before retiring in 1997. Pastor Ehlers and his wife, Mar, continue to reside in Champaign and
remain active in the life of St. John.

Let Us Pray
Hospitalized: Michael -son of Karen , Tom
For Healing and Recovery: Norm, Chris, Jan, Judy, Cindy daughter in law of Bob & Joan, Lucille, Dan -father of Beth,
Judy-sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Bill-son in law of
Dave & Donna, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Cathy
-sister of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie , Stephen-son of
Ken, Merv, John, Todd-grandson of Harold, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Philip -son of Starley, Johnny
-son in law of Letty, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For our Military: Nick, Zachary, Mitchell,Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary,
Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in
Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited
the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food, fellowship, devotion and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, July 12th, at 7:00am.
From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John
informed about the financial condition of the Church we are
including information about our current financial situation.
The Collapsed Income and Expense report on the next page
shows the amount of income and expenses for the year to
date. In the printed version, is a report showing the quantity
of envelope giving for the month of May 2018.

May God continue to bless all the members of
St. John! Finance Board

Fellowship Board will not meet in

Music Notes
Songs – Old and New
This past week we were blessed with a large number of
children in attendance at our Vacation Bible School. For the
second year in a row, Concordia (our Synod’s publisher) has
commissioned new songs that are part of the VBS package. As
children register in advance for the program, they receive a CD
with the new songs on it, so they can hear and start to learn
them even before the week begins.
Hymnals, on the other hand (the Lutheran Service Book came
out in 2006) disseminate more slowly. Although an electronic
version of the LSB is available, St. John as a congregation
remains committed to being “People of the Book.” We have
been slowly adding some of the new hymns from the LSB to
our congregational repertoire, and I again commend you all for
your willingness to just read through a new hymn as part of our
Sunday worship together. Without any special preparation, we
sing new hymns together with remarkable ability. This doesn’t
mean that every new home will become a favorite here, but it
is important to remember that every hymn as once brand new!
Likewise, not every hymn stands the test of time, both on
musical and theological grounds. Hymns that were in former
hymnals are not inevitably included the next time around. This
past season, our choirs sang as anthems a couple of hymns that
were in The Lutheran Hymnal (TLH, first published in 1941) but
are not included in the LSB.
We will have a couple of “Hymn Sing Prelude Sundays” during
this Summer, on July 8 and again on August 12. In addition to
our usual format of simply calling out favorite hymn numbers
that morning, I invite you to submit in advance some old
favorites that are not in the LSB, and/or any new hymns you
might like to try or recommend (from the LSB or elsewhere.) I
will need these in advance both to make copies for the
congregation from the TLH, and to theologically review and get
permission for new hymns. I will also plan to improvise at the
organ on some of your selections as well. I hope you will enjoy
and take advantage of this opportunity.
Once again, I invite all you instrumentalists out there to bring
your instrument and play on Sunday (either prepare a solo
selection or just come play along on the hymns.) I’ll be happy
to provide parts is you desire.

Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams

July. Our next meeting is August 7th at
6:00. On July 15 we will have our
“Sundae” Sunday during the coffee
time. Come & enjoy!
Update on Rev. Walter DeMoss.
Many years ago, our congregation was
blessed to adopt Rev. Walter DeMoss
as a missionary in Ghana and Togo.
Pastor DeMoss served in those
countries for 25 years before going to
work for Lutheran Bible Translators.
Recent weeks have seen Pastor DeMoss
suffer through serious illness, but,
thanks be to God, he is now recovering
at an extended care facility in
Sycamore, Illinois. Please keep Pastor
DeMoss and his wife, Helena, in your
prayers during this time of recovery. If
you would like to send get-well wishes,
please do so to:
Rev. and Mrs. Walter DeMoss
717 Matena Drive
Oswego, IL 60543-4138
Thanks go to Roger and Char for
providing this information.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
JUNE
Sundays
Jun 3
Jun 10
Jun 17
Jun 24

8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm
168
160
185
170

148
140
157
143

114
106
115
98

Wednesdays

7:15 Comm

Jun 6
Jun 13
Jun 20

19
28
27

Church Office hours
will be 10:00am to
2:00pm.
School Office hours
will be 8:00am to
11:00am.

16
23
24

100
102
92
85

JULY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
26
27
28

Elijah , Joanie , Phyllis , Michelle
Mindy , Jennifer , Colleen , Parker , Tory
Andrew
Jimmy , Floyd , Haley , Karen
Margaret, Phillip
Elton, Corbin, Jarrett, Lisa, Logan, Nicole
Jennifer, Alexa, Ruby, Shelby, Seth, Sydney,
Sheryl, Andrew, Joel
Ryan, Kai, Steve, Norma, Rachel
Stephen , Steve, Anna, Noah
Jake, Jay
James, Tony, Mary, Staci
Grace, Sara, Tyler, Jaidyn
Monica, Roxy, Karen
Satomi, Alyssa, Carmin, Maya , Jamie
Amelia, Nancy, Nicole, Ryan, Ella, Lexie, Izaiah
Andy, John, Phyllis
Avery, Emma
Dorothy, Kylene, Pat, William, Bonnie
Donna, Abigail
Alice, Ray, Holly, Isabelle
Angel, Dave, Norma, Patty
Shirley, Cynthia, Linda, Isla, Judith , Jeffrey
Ron
Pat
Jessica, Kade, Deanna, Kaleb
Sanna, Suzanne, Erin, Richard, Nathan
Michael, David

29 Lauren, David, Linda,
Lisa, Connie
30 Olivia, Emmelyn, Matt,
Madelyn
31 Brandon, Chris

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
3
7
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
19
20
22
23
24
25
27

Christian & Victoria (11)
Jonathan & Elizabeth (6)
John & Sherrie (46)
Brent & Andrea (8)
Mitch & Lindsey (9); Todd & Aimee (20)
Dave & Linda (32); Chase & Nicki (4)
Chuck & Jean (50); Michael & Theresa (5)
Zach & Brittney (11)
Alex & Renee (23)
Jim & Kim (37); Jay & Stephanie (25)
Evan & Allison (4)
Bruce & Eleanor (60)
Justin & Jamie (12); Rod & Anne (13)
Dan & Joyce (46); Otis & Jessica (7)
Brian & Pat (28); Douglas & Megan (14)
Lyle & Jayne (31)
Mark & Cheryl (27); Doug & Chris (44); Bruce
& Annette (44)
28 Richard & Judy (50); Butch & Pam (45)
30 Jay & Joy Lou (30)

31 Cole & Erin (7); Joe & Kate (14)

2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

6:00 Trustees

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board

8

9

Illinois

15

District

16

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

22
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

29
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

4 Independence Day
Church & School
closed

Thu
5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

12:30 Widow’s Group

No Service this evening

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
Central

Wed

23
Newsletter Deadline

30

10

11

6:00 Elders,
Finance Board

10:00 Adult Bible Class
7:00 Men’s Prayer
6:00 Summer Book
Breakfast
Club
10:00 Evangelism
7:15 Holy Communion 12:30 Mary Martha
Picnic

Convention

17

18

6:00 Council

6:00 Summer Book
Club
7:15 Holy Communion

24

25

6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

6:00 Summer Book
Club
7:15 Holy Communion

31

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 8th & 22nd
at 2:30pm

10:00 Adult Bible Class

12

19

10:00 Summer Play
Date

26

27

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

28

Summer Hours:
Church Office
10:00am-2:00pm
School Office
8:00am-11:00am

