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When Solomon first became king over Israel, the 
Lord God offered to Solomon whatever his heart 
desired.  He could have asked for more power, for 
great riches, for longer life, for anything.  Here is 
what Solomon said to God, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant David my 
father, because he walked before you in faithful-
ness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you.  And you have kept for him this great 
and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit 
on his throne this day.  And now, O LORD my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of 
David my father, although I am but a little child.  I 
do not know how to go out or come in.  And your 
servant is in the midst of your people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, too many to be num-
bered or counted for multitude.  Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, that I may discern between good and evil, 
for who is able to govern this your great peo-
ple?” (1 Kings 3:6–9). 
 

What motivated this request of Solomon?  He was 
not trying to trick God with false humility, think-
ing that God would reward him with what he truly 
wanted: riches and power.  What is seen here is 
still an element of David’s own heart and mind, 
what is true reverence for the Lord God Almighty.  
God granted Solomon’s request.  He made it so 
that Solomon was the wisest man ever to live.  No 
one who lived before Solomon was wiser than 
him, nor was anyone who came after him, includ-
ing today!  (1 Kings 3:12; 4:29–34) 
 

Even in that great wisdom, Solomon remained a 
sinner.  Yet, he shared that wisdom with his own 
children and all who would listen, as is recorded 
in his books, Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.  Here is 
how he begins the book of Proverbs:  “To know 
wisdom and instruction, to understand words of 
insight, to receive instruction in wise dealing, in 
righteousness, justice, and equity; to give pru-
dence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to 
the youth—Let the wise hear and increase in 
learning, and the one who understands obtain 
guidance, to understand a proverb and a saying, 
the words of the wise and their riddles.  The fear 

of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools 
despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:2–7). 

 
No amount of knowledge and understanding will 
gain for you eternal life and salvation, because 
none of what you can comprehend or accomplish 
can undo your sin.  Faith alone in the Christ who 
has atoned for all sin is what gives forgiveness, 
life, and salvation.  Fully believing that truth, and 
living in it, it is wise to seek more and more 
knowledge regarding our faith and the things of 
this world, which is God’s good creation, corrupt-
ed though it is. 
 

As Solomon says numerous times, it is the wise 
who love instruction, knowledge, and even correc-
tion, whereas the fool desires no challenge or 
growth, but is content to remain as he is.  Such 
wisdom is not limited to Christians, but is readily 
seen in the wise throughout the world and 
throughout history.  You may see pictures of mod-
ern-day orthodox Jews with small, leather boxes, 
called phylacteries, on their foreheads and on their 
hands.  Jesus never required this, but commented 
on this practice as a showy display by the Phari-
sees of their supposed righteousness.  In Matthew 
23:5, Jesus says, “They do all their deeds to be 
seen by others.  For they make their phylacteries 
broad and their fringes long…”  Exodus 13:9, 
Deuteronomy 6:8, and Deuteronomy 11:18 all in-
dicate this as a positive practice of God’s people 
in ancient days. 
 

It was important for God’s people to remember 
his word and to be trained up in the instruction of 
the Lord.  Wisdom and knowledge are never qual-
ities mocked by God’s Word, unless it stands in 
the way of the true Gospel.  Jesus spent many 
months, if not a couple of years, training his disci-
ples to lead the Church upon his ascension.  You 
can be sure that this instruction was a true theo-
logical training.  Jesus had much to unpack for his 
disciples regarding the promises of the Law and 
the Prophets and how Jesus fulfilled them all.  Af-
ter the Holy Spirit’s coming at Pentecost, those 
same disciples would then begin the catechizing 
of those newly baptized into the Christian faith.  

Summer of Study 
The Blessings of Knowledge and Education 



 
 

 

 

For Peace and Comfort: Starley and family at 
the death of son Philip 
 
For Healing and Recovery:  Lee , Tom, Linda, 
Jan, Deb -sister of Pam, Opal, Hendricks -
grandson of Dan & Joanie  Jim, Maria, Merv, 
Brett -cousin of the Kindts’,  
Jessica -granddaughter of Bob & Joan , Jacob 
-great grandson of Bob & Joan, Joan -mother 
of Bill, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of 
Anne, Dan -brother of Bonnie , Todd -
grandson of Harold  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Earl, Jayne , 
Linda, Roxy, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy  
 
 

For our Military:  Roberto, Adam, 
Joshua, Nick, Zachary , Taylor, Andy, 
Brandon Kovell, Ben Schmidt,  
Allyson  
 
For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randri-
anasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the  
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor  
Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran 
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the  
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

Acts 2:42 says of these new Christians, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  The disciples now had much to teach, and all Christians have much 
to learn. 

 

It is wise to consider the Epistles in the New Testament as letters regarding the teaching of the Christian faith.  
Many of them are in response to the errors being made by churches and false teachings being believed by 
Christians.  You can find readily available the solid foundation for the major teachings of Christianity within 
the Epistles:  Sin and corruption (Romans 1–3); Justification and righteousness (Romans 4–6); Sanctification 
and the life of the Christian (Romans 7–13); Baptism (Acts 2:38–39; 8:26–38; Romans 6:1–14; Galatians 
3:23–29; Colossians 2:8–15; Titus 3:3–7); the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 10:16–17; 11:17–34); Christ’s 
resurrection and our own (1 Corinthians 15). 
 

Following the lead of Solomon, of Christ, and of the apostles, it is necessary for us to continue in the Word of 
God and the study of our Christian faith.  As we are in the summer months, which tend to promote more of a 
leisurely perspective, it is a great time to start or continue such studying.  We will be doing so early this 
month with our Vacation Bible School, though in a different way than we are used to.  We should all find en-
couragement to read the Bible daily.  I suggest picking a book of the Bible you have not read or are not famil-
iar with and working through it slowly and deliberately.  The Lutheran Study Bible is very helpful with this. 
 

Refresh your familiarity with the Small Catechism, even working to recommit the chief parts and their expla-
nations to memory!  Peruse the Lutheran Service Book, our great hymnal, as much that has been written by 
great theologians in poetical form is contained within its pages.  If you are even more adventurous, you can 
take a look at one or more of the documents contained within the Book of Concord, what we call the Lutheran 
Confessions.  Luther’s own writings, such as The Bondage of the Will and his commentary on the book of Ga-
latians, are well-worth your time. 
 

More recent, still theological, but not quite as academic, would be books like The Fire and the Staff by 
Klemet Preus, Echo by Jonathan Fisk, and Has American Christianity Failed? by Bryan Wolfmueller, just to 
name a few. 
 

Enjoy these summer months with some faith-building study of God’s Word and exposure to those whom God 
has blessed with his wisdom and understanding of the one, true faith that we are blessed to share. 
 

Growing together in faith and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and his teachings, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of 
stores and restaurants through Ram 

Rebate and a percentage will go 
 towards your tuition or a school or 

church account of your choice.   Stop by the school  
office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com or 

www.myscripwallet.com for details.   In Stock cards are 
available during school office hours.   Orders will be 

placed as needed over the summer. 

St. John Lutheran Church  
Vacation Bible School 2020 

 Rainforest Explorers: It’s easy to get lost. That’s 
why we need Jesus! 

To make it through this unknown world safely, kids 
need a guide who can keep them on the right path. 
At Rainforest Explorers, learn how Jesus is our ulti-
mate guide in the rainforest and our lives. He leads us 
to the treasure of eternal life, and He’ll never leave us! 

Vacation Bible School will be July 6-10 and will be 
online for this year.   We have created  “activity packs” 
for the kids.  Videos for each day will also be  
available.  If you have not registered, please email vbs
-at-stjohnls.com 

Offerings – As you have supported St. John with your 
tithes and offerings before, it is important to continue 
doing so, even now, as you are able.  Your offerings 
can still be brought directly to the church from 10-2 
each day.  An offering plate and box are located on the 
counter in front of you as you enter.  You can also 
mail your offerings to the church, though our treasurer 
reminds us not to send cash.  We are also now able to 
receive contributions to St. John electronically.  Pay-
Pal, Venmo, Google Pay, and Amazon Payments are 
all available.  You do need to have an account with the 
service you choose.  When asked, you can send your 
electronic contributions to this email address:  contri-
butions-at-stjohn-lcms.org 

 .  And of course you 
can still have your bank 
transfer funds directly to 
St. John for your  
offering purposes.   

Regular Times for Small-Group Communion  
Services Have Ended 

Due to a lack of sign ups for our regularly scheduled 
small-group communion services, those regular  
services each week have been canceled.  However, you 
can still receive communion individually or in a small 
group by contacting Pastor directly to sign up.  Please 
email revcaithamer-at-stjohn-lcms.org or text.  We will 
work out a time that is convenient.  

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a 
list of members’ email addresses so he can communicate 
with the congregation.  If you are not receiving these 
email communications, please call the church office with 
your email address so we can add you to the list. 

Church Directory Photo Dates and Registration: 
 

Our registration site is open. Go to the church  
website, https://www.stjohn-lcms.org/, and click on the 
link. It will direct you to the registration site.  You can 
set the appointment. We will have stations 
set up after the church services starting in 
July to help with registration if needed. 
The dates of the photo sessions are August 
4, 5, 18, 19, 20, 31 and September 1. The 
session times are 2pm -9pm. If you have 
questions contact Faith. 

Tuesday/Wednesday Morning Adult Bible Classes 
have resumed.  We hope to see you there!    

Keys and Fobs:  Please turn your keys and fobs in to 
the church office if your serving time has concluded so 
we have enough to distribute to incoming offers.   

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the 
church office between the hours of 10am and 2pm, 
Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s  
services.  You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor (revcaithamer-at-stjohn-lcms.org).  Thank you 
to those who have been signing up.  It does make the 
task of  preparing for the Lord’s Supper easier and in 
allowing enough space for everyone in the sanctu-
ary.  We do know that circumstances do not always 
allow for everyone to sign up ahead of time, so we will 
still welcome those who may come otherwise unan-
nounced.  

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
http://www.myscripwallet.com/
https://www.stjohn-lcms.org/


Mission Statement:  
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

School office hours for the 
summer are  

9:00am -12:00pm. 

       July Music Notes      
 

During the month of June, and into July, Nicholas Liese has been playing for me at St. John.  I know 
that most of you have met Nicholas over the past few years, but I want to take this opportunity to share a 
bit about him. 
 
Nicholas is the son of Rev. Michael Liese, Pastor of St. Paul’s in Brimfield.  I first got to know him 
when he was in high school, and had recently begun studying organ.  His interests soon expanded to also 
include organ building, and Nicholas has worked with us at Buzard Pipe Organ Builders over the years, 
including several summers.  After two years of study at Concordia University in Mequon, Wisconsin, 
Nicholas transferred to the University of Illinois, where he has just completed a Bachelor of Music  
degree, majoring in Organ Performance.  
 
Nicholas has played for numerous services here at St. John over the past several years, and he will be 
departing for Kansas in mid-July to begin graduate study at the University of Kansas.  Nicholas’s last 
Sunday will be July 12 here. Please take a moment to wish him well! 
 
 
Soli Deo Gloria,  
 
Keith  

 

   St. John  
Golf Outing 

  

U of I Golf Course 

Sat., September 26th
 

  

 More information, including registration 

forms will be available in August. 

More information 
about reserving 
booth space and  

other details  
coming 

soon.   Contact 
the school  

office with any 
questions. 

 

Our annual church picnic  
will be on August 23.  



Many heartfelt thanks to all of you who 
brought in lids for the Little Lamb Buddy 
Bench project.  The response was over-
whelming and very very much appreciated!  
The lids have been picked up and we will let 
you know when the bench is delivered.   

E.A.T. Night Summary  
2019-2020 

E.A.T Nights will resume soon. 
Thank you to all who have participated and  

enjoyed a meal with other St. John families!  This 
year we have eaten at Jarlings, Oberwies & that 

burger joint, Portillo’s, Billy Barooz,  
Culver’s, Texas Roadhouse, Panera, 

Monical’s, and Chick-fil-A.  The 

school has earned over $2000! 

Summer Reading Programs 

 

 *CPH Reads has only one purpose: to point you to Jesus.  This reading program is offered by Concordia Publishing 

House.  It runs through August 7. Register at CPH.org/reads.  Create a family account and add individual readers.  Se-
lect reading lists.  Create avatars, earn badges, play games and log the books you have read. 
  
* Champaign Public Library: Let’s get ready to read together all summer with the Explore More! Summer Reading Pro-
gram.  (now-August 31).  Everyone – kids, teens, and grown-ups – can win free books and prizes, while reading togeth-
er.  Sign up at Champaign.org 

  
* Barnes & Noble: Students in grades 1-6 can earn a free book.  Read a designated number of books – library books, 
borrowed books from friends, or purchased books from Barnes & Noble – write about your favorite part in the Reading 
Journal, and bring the completed journal to Barnes & Noble by August 31

st
 and redeem for a free book from the list on 

the Reading Journal. (Visit the Barnes & Noble website to download a journal.) 
 

**This year, Barnes & Noble has expanded the program to include teens and adults. 



 

1 Elijah, Joanie, Phyllis, Michelle  
2 Mindy, Jennifer, Colleen, Parker  
3 Andrew  
4 Jimmy, Haley, Karen  
5 Margaret, Phillip  
6 Elton, Corbin, Jarrett,  Lisa, Logan, Nicole  
7 Jennifer, Alexa, Ruby, Shelby, Seth , Sydney , 

Sheryl, Andrew, Joel 
8 Ryan, Kai, Steve, Norma, Rachel  
9 Stephen, Steve, Anna, Noah  
10 Jake, Jay  
11 James, Tony, Mary, Staci  
12 Grace, Sara, Tyler, Jaidyn  
13 Monica, Roxy, Karen  
14 Satomi, Carmin, Maya, Jamie  
15 Nancy, Nicole, Ryan, Ella, Lexie, Izaiah  
16 Andy, John  
17 Avery, Emma  
18 Dorothy, Kylene, Pat, Duncan, William, Bonnie  
19 Donna, Abigail  
20 Alice, Ray, Holly, Isabelle  
21 Angel, Dave, Norma, Patty  
22 Shirley, Cynthia, Linda, Isla, Judith, Jeffrey  
23 Ron  
25 Pat  
26 Jessica, Kade, Deanna, Kaleb  
27 Sanna, Suzanne, Erin,  Richard, Nathan  
28 Michael, David  

29 Lauren, David , Linda, 
Lisa, Connie  

30 Olivia, Emmelyn, Matt, 
Madelyn  

31 Jesse, Brandon, Chris 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

7    Jonathan & Elizabeth (8) 

8 John & Sherrie (48) 

10  Brent & Andrea (10) 

11 Mitch & Lindsey (11); Todd & Aimee (22) 

12 Dave & Linda (34); Chase & Nicki (6) 

13 Chuck & Jean (52) 

14 Zach & Brittney (13) 

15 Alex & Renee (25) 

17 Jim & Kim (39); Jay & Stephanie (27) 

19  Evan & Allison (6) 

22 Justin & Jamie (14); Rod & Anne (15) 

23 Dan & Joyce (48) 

24 Brian & Pat (30); Douglas & Megan (16) 

25 Lyle & Jayne (33) 

27 Mark & Cheryl (29); Doug & Chris (46) 

28 Richard & Judy (52); Butch & Pam (47) 

30 Jay & Joy Lou (32); Nick & Alayna (4) 

31 Cole & Erin (9); Joe & Kate (16) 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 



2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

Summer Hours: 
 

Church Office  
10:00am-2:00pm 

 

School Office  
9:00am-12:00pm 

1 
7:15  Holy Communion 

2 3 4 
 

5 5th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          Adult Bible Class tba 
10:45 Holy Communion 

6 
Church and School 

Offices closed 

 
 

 

7 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Fellowship Board, 
          Trustees, 
          Evangelism 
  6:30 School Board 
 

8 
7:15 Holy Communion 

9 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
          Breakfast 
 

10 11 

12 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          Adult Bible Class tba 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

 

13 
6:00 Finance Board 

14 
6:00 Elders 

15 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

16 17 
 
 

18 
 

19 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          Adult Bible Class tba 
10:45 Holy Communion 

20 

 
 

21 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 
   

22 

7:15 Holy Communion 

23 24 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

25 
 

26 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          Adult Bible Class tba           
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 
   

27 28 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 

29 
7:15 Holy Communion 

30 

 

31  

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

The fear of the LORD is the  
beginning of wisdom, and the 
knowledge of the Holy One is  

insight.  Proverbs 9:10 

V  a  c  a  t  i  o  n      B  i  b l  e       S  c  h  o  o  l       O  n  l  i  n  e 
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