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What did our first Vacation Bible School (VBS) af-
ter the pandemic look like?  It was almost exactly 
like before!  We had to limit our group sizes just a 
little, and we only had two preschool classes instead 
of four.  But, other than that, everything was pretty 
much like it has always been!  And praise the Lord 
for that! 

 

We started off each day in the gym with our opening 
event, which introduced the main theme for the day.  
Opening provided the singing of a few songs that 
included hand motions.  Our kids got to watch a 
short video about some science experiments and 
how there are always phenomena that science can-
not explain.  Each day highlighted one of Jesus’ 
many miracles and emphasized the amazing power 
that our God has over all things. 

 

From opening, students went with their class groups 
to one of the following sites: 

  

 Storytelling—Here, the students got to expe-
rience the Bible story for the day by acting out the 
parts.  They were able to dress in costumes and re-
live those memorable moments.   

 

 Bible Challenge—At this station, an object 
lesson was provided to help illustrate the main 
theme for the day.  The lesson revolved around a 
science demonstration that the students watched and 
connected with the Bible story. 

 

 Craft—Each day, the students got to put 
their creative skills to work.  They were able to cre-
ate crafts such as sand art and stained-glass win-
dows that matched the message of the day. 

 

 Games—Always seeking to keep the kids 
moving, different games each day were enjoyed.  
Students got to run through obstacle courses and 
work together to manipulate a huge parachute. 

 

 Snack—What is a good VBS without snack 
time?!  Held in the fellowship hall or outside, snack 
time was always a good time to cool off, settle 
down, and refuel for the remainder of the sites. 

 

At the end of the mornings, the students reconvened 
in the gym for a closing session.  More songs were 
sung, another video was watched, and a recap of the 
day was received. 

 

We were blessed this year to have about 80 students 
each day.  Well over thirty people volunteered their 
time and their talents and shared their love of Jesus 
with our students.  VBS is always an enjoyable time 
for all that truly flies by fast!  The Lord provides us 
with this great opportunity to have fun and fellow-
ship with brothers and sisters in Christ and to share 
the Good News of the Gospel with others who have 
never heard it before. 

 

We give a special thank you to all of our volunteers 
this year, especially Miss Sara McPike, our director.  
And we thank all of our members for their prayers 
and ongoing support.  We hope and pray that even 
more students can join us next year and more volun-
teers too!  VBS is truly an event to be experienced! 

 

The Lord continue to bless his holy work among us! 

 

In Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

VBS 2021 Wrap Up 

God’s Wonder Lab 

From the Evangelism Board—  
Saturday, August 21 we are hosting an Evangelism 

Training Seminar. The program was distributed 
through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod called 

Everyone His Witness. It discusses how to witness to 
those in our everyday circles. Watch bulletins and 

newsletters for more information. 

Trunk-or-Treat is returning this fall. More  
information is coming soon. 

Greeters are returning. If you would like to be a 

greeter before either service please sign-up. The 

sign-up is located in the overflow by the flower chart. 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
For Peace & Comfort: The family of Paul Kerkhoff fol-
lowing his death; The family of Opal Cameron  
following her death 
 

Hospitalized:  Rick  
 

Following Surgery: Sherry, Susan  
 

Upcoming Surgery:  Brian  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Cyntha, Leslie, Gilbert, 
Joyce, Larry, Teresa-godchild of Bob & Joan, Lilly, Bar-
bara-family friend of Bob & Joan, Mailynn-
granddaughter of Rick and Rita, Karla, Aidan, Whitney -
wife of Ellie grandson, Barbara-friend of the congrega-
tion, John, Tom, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie , 
Maria, Merv, Brett -cousin of the Kindts’, Judy-mother of  
Rochelle, Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, 
Roy -father of Anne, Dan -brother of Bonnie, Todd -
grandson of Harold  
 
 

For Successful Treatments:  Luke , Kendra 
(school parent), Cari (school parent), Nicole (school 
parent) Earl, Linda, Jeanette , Joan , Nancy  

 
 
 

 
For our Military:  Adam, Nick, Taylor, Andy, Zacha-
ry, Brandon  
 
For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo  
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar 
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot 
Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

October 16, 2021 
More information about  

reserving booth space and  
other details coming soon.  

Contact the school office with 
any questions. 

E.A.T Nights 2021-2022 

E.A.T (Eat Around Town) Nights 
will resume in August . 

 

Join us at Culver’s on Monday, August 9. 
 

More information coming soon. 

WORKDAY 
 

On  Saturday, July 31 from 8 

until noon come and help com-

plete projects around the church 

and school. These are easy pro-

jects from cleaning to yardwork. 

The whole family can come out 

and help or just one or two of 

you.  There is a sign-up sheet on 

the bulletin board outside the 

fellowship hall. If you have 

questions, please contact Faith 

Little Lamb Garage Sale 

Friday & Saturday  

July 9-10 

8am -12pm in the Gym Lob-

by. Preschool furniture, toys, 

etc.  All proceeds go to Lit-

tle Lamb Preschool.  

Contact Katie for more in-

formation  

Dear members of St. John Lutheran Church and School, it has been a true blessing for us to partner with you in 

the ministry of our Lord.  We are very grateful for your prayers and support during our time among you.  Our 

God is an awesome God!  We pray God's richest blessings upon your ministry in this place. Together in Christ, 

Tim and Vicki Gabbert  

Thank You to everyone who was involved in making our 
VBS week a success. Thank you to those who volunteered 
their time as well as those who donated money, supplies, 
etc. We were able to raise a total of $761.97 which will go 
toward helping support Salt & Light Ministries.   

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants 

through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards your 

tuition or a church account of your choice.  In Stock cards are 

available during school office hours.  Orders will be placed the 

first of the month.  Pick-up on physical cards in 5-7 days. 
 

Discover your earning potential with  

new mobile app 

 *Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can order whenever 

and wherever it’s most convenient for you 

*Everything in one place: You can manage your eGift cards 

and reloads for simple redemption online and in stores.  Stop by 

the school office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


      July Music Notes      
 

Thanks be to God for the Lectionary!  Among our many blessings as Lutherans are the regularly assigned scripture 
readings, Introits, and collects which provide a theme for each Sunday and special day throughout the Church 
year.  At present we are in Year “B” of the three-year cycle, which is laid out to provide a wonderful and instruc-
tive array of Scripture each time we gather for worship. 
Because we know what our weekly theme will be, the choice of musical selections can be tailored to reinforce and 
illustrate the theme and readings, and provides the bedrock on which we build the structure of our worship to-
gether. Very often the Preludes, Postludes and other special music are based on the Hymns or Psalms of the day. 
 

Last month I discussed a hymn with an ancient text.  This month I want think about one of our significant modern 
hymn writers, Martin Franzman (1907-1976).  Franzman grew up in Minnesota, the son a Lutheran Pastor. He 
taught Greek, English, and Classics, ultimately serving as Professor of exegetical theology and Concordia Seminary 
in St. Louis. 
 

Franzman wrote original hymns throughout his life, and is represented in our LSB by several original texts (473 
Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free; 569 In Adam we have all been one; 578 Thy strong word did cleave the dark-
ness; 586 Preach you the Word and plant it home; 834 O God, O Lord of heaven and earth) as well as the transla-
tion of 483 With high delight let us unite. 
 

We sang “Preach you the Word” as  the Hymn of the Day for Proper 5 (June 13).  The Hymn of the Day is another 
part of our Lectionary – it is suggested as a hymn which most directly reflects the Word that is preached upon for 
that Sunday.  Franzman wrote some wonderful words regarding hymnody and our role in singing it (excerpted 
form his book “Ha! Ha! Among the Trumpets”: 
   Rather let the Word of Christ dwell in us richly, and then we shall inevitably find, sing, and produce the best in 
song.  We must produce.  The song of the church must be an unending song.  The church must cherish the best, 
but its song should not be a mere repetition of the song of the past.  Then shall we sing with grace, with all the 
emphasis on God and a most unsentimental subordination of ourselves.  With our song we shall guide one another 
continually to the center and fountain of the Christian’s life and thus really teach and admonish one another… We 
shall see then realized the ideal of all Christian song: the whole man with all his powers, with all the skills and gifts 
that God has bestowed upon him wholly bent on giving utterance to the peace that rules within him, wholly given 
to the purpose of letting the Word of Christ that dwells in him richly become articulate and audible through him to 
the upbuilding of the church and the glory of God.  Then shall our theology be doxology. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, Keith  

This summer, we don’t want more screen time. While 
screens and other technology can connect us to others 

worldwide, we’re ready for something different. We’re ready 
for an authentic togetherness.  Reading is a well-

documented and studied way to benefit yourself and your 
children. It can help connect to one another and grow to-

gether. When we spend time together learning about 
Christ, we find hope, joy, and peace no matter the circum-
stances. This summer, join CPH Reads, a program that will 

reward your family for reading together about the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 

Champaign Public Library 
Summer Reading Challenge 

May 15-August 31 
 

Summer is a great time to let your imagination soar! 
Sign up for the all-ages Imagine It! Summer Reading 
Challenge at champaign.org. Prizes include books, 

backpacks, and a whole lot more. 
 

* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for Kids 
* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for 

Teens 
* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for 

Adults 



1 Elijah, Joanie, Phyllis, Michelle  

2 Mindy, Jennifer, Colleen, Parker  

3 Andrew  

4 Jimmy, Haley, Karen  

5 Margaret, Phillip  

6 Elton, Corbin, Jarrett,  Lisa, Logan, Nicole 

7 Jennifer, Alexa, Ruby, Shelby, Seth, Sydney, 
Michelle, Sheryl, Andrew, Joel  

8 Ryan, Kai, Steve, Norma, Rachel  

9 Stephen, Steve, Anna, Noah  

10 Jake, Jay  

11 James, Tony, Mary, Staci  

12 Grace, Sara, Tyler, Jaidyn  

13 Monica, Roxy, Karen  

14 Satomi, Carmin, Maya, Jamie  

15 Nancy, Nicole, Ryan, Ella, Lexie, Izaiah  

16 Andy, John 

17 Avery, Emma  

18 Dorothy, Kylene, Pat, Duncan, William, Bonnie  

19 Donna, Abigail  

20 Alice, Ray, Holly, Isabelle  

21 Angel, Dave, Norma, Patty 

22 Shirley, Cynthia, Linda, Isla, Judith, Jeffrey 

23 Ron 

25 Pat 

26 Jessica, Kade, Ross, Deanna, Kaleb 

27 Sanna, Suzanne, Erin,  
Richard, Nathan 

28 Michael, David 

29 Lauren, David, Linda, 
Lisa, Connie 

30 Olivia, Emmelyn, Matt, 
Madelyn  

31 Jesse , Brandon , Chris  

JULY BIRHDAYS 

7    Jonathan & Elizabeth (9) 

8 John & Sherrie (49) 

10  Brent & Andrea (11) 

11 Mitch & Lindsey (12); Todd & Aimee (23) 

12 Dave & Linda (35); Chase & Nicki (7) 

13 Chuck & Jean (53) 

14 Zach & Brittney (14) 

15 Alex & Renee (26) 

17 Jim & Kim Lancaster (40); Jay & Stephanie 

(28) 

19  Evan & Allison (7) 

22 Justin & Jamie (15); Rod & Anne (16) 

23 Dan & Joyce (49) 

24 Brian & Pat (31); Douglas & Megan (17) 

25 Lyle & Jayne (34) 

27 Mark & Cheryl (30); Doug & Chris (47) 

28 Richard & Judy (53) 

30 Jay & Joy Lou (33); Nick & Alayna (5) 

31 Cole & Erin (10); Joe & Kate (17) 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 



2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      

 

 
Summer Hours: 

 

Church Office  
10:00am-2:00pm 

 

 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

1 2 3 
 

4 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 

5 
Church and School 

Offices closed 

 
 

6 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:15 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Trustees, 
           Evangelism 
  6:30 School Board 

7 
7:15 Holy Communion 

8 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
          Breakfast 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 7th Sunday after Pentecost   

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

 

12 
5:30 Finance Board 

13 
6:00 Elders 

14 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

15 16 
 
 

17 
 

18 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 

19 

 
 

20 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 
   

21 

7:15 Holy Communion 

22 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

23 
 

24 
 

25 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 Voter’s Meeting  
 

26 27 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 

28 
7:15 Holy Communion 

29 

 

30 31 

  8:00 Work Day  

The Lord has made known his 
salvation; he has revealed his 

righteousness in the sight of the 
nations. Psalm 98:2 

 8:00am-12:00pm Little Lamb Garage Sale 
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