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VBS — Mountaintop Experience in the Midwest! 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is fast approaching yet 
again!  As the school year comes to an end, the time 
for VBS draws near.  This year's VBS will give to each 
student a better understanding of God's great use of 
mountains in the Bible, tying both the Old and New 
Testaments together beautifully. 
 

This year's VBS will be June 17 through June 21.  
Each day at VBS will begin at 9:00am and end at 
11:30am.  Concordia Publishing House's VBS pro-
gram will be used and it is entitled "Tell It on the 
Mountain! Where Jesus Christ Is Lord."  A mountain-
ous atmosphere will transport the students to this 
themed area of learning.  Each grade level will be 
welcomed every day by a mountaineer guide who will 
keep the group on task and who will also provide ad-
ditional information to fill out the story for each day.  
The grade levels included in VBS are those that are 
three years old through those who have completed 
the fifth grade.  Those moving on to sixth grade and 
beyond who still want to be a part of VBS are cordially 
invited to serve as a VBS volunteer. 
 

Each day at VBS, the students will encounter a differ-
ent mountaintop story from the Bible.  Those stories 
include God's revelation to Moses on Mount Sinai, his 
display of power and authority on Mount Carmel, the 
revelation of Christ's divine glory on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, the Lord Jesus' suffering and death 
on Mount Calvary, and the commanding of his disci-
ples to go and tell the good news as he ascends from 
a mountaintop into heaven. 
 

Once again, students will be engaged in learning by 
singing songs, playing games, diving deeper into the 
story of the day, and making crafts connected to the 
day's theme.  Each of these events will be a "station" 
to which the students will be guided by their grade 
leaders.  Rounding them out will be the snack station, 
where the students will be able to enjoy refreshments 

and further strengthen their relationships with new 
and returning classmates. 
 

Vacation Bible School is hugely made possible by 
those who volunteer their time, talents, and energy to 
make VBS a success.  You are invited to check the 
volunteer assignment board in the hallway outside of 
the fellowship hall for any openings you might wish to 
fill.  VBS is also successful due to the behind-the-
scenes work that takes place, such as those who do-
nate funds and supplies for use at VBS.  Again this 
year, those donations are needed and greatly appre-
ciated.  Please pray about how best you can help! 
 

Also, please pray for the entirety of VBS.  Even with 
all of the nuts and bolts in place, VBS cannot thrive 
without God's blessing.  Pray that the Word that is 
spoken and heard at VBS is faithful to the Gospel of 
Christ so that each child hears the message of salva-
tion rooted in Christ and him crucified.  Pray that all 
volunteers and students are kept safe throughout the 
week.  Pray that each child who does not believe in 
Jesus comes to trust in him as Savior and is brought 
to the fount of Baptism.  Pray that each child who is 
baptized and believes has their faith strengthened 
unto life everlasting. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of VBS and your 
desire to help nurture each child of this congregation 
and that enters into our midst with the pure and life-
giving message of salvation found only in Christ Je-
sus.  If you have any questions or comments about 
VBS, please let me know.  The Lord bless us in this 
undertaking! 
 

In service to Christ and his Church, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 
217-649-8017 
revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org 

Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,  centered on 

Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  



Let Us Pray 

For Peace and Comfort:  Ron and Carol and family at the death of 
Carol’s brother Charles ; Connie , Gregg & Jeanette , T.J. and family 
at the death of husband, father and grandfather Jim ; Dan, Beth and 
Logan and family at the death of Beth’s mother Anita  
 

Following Surgery:  Rollin  
  
Hospitalized:  Karla  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Lorraine , Wendy , Lucille Finn, 
Harriet (Joan aunt), Kate , Jim , Jayne (Angie mother) 
 

For Successful Treatment:  Jenny (daughter-in-law of 
Bob & Joan ) 
 

With Thanksgiving:  Tom & Julie Finn for prayers and for Tom’s suc-
cessful recovery, Cindy Jones for  successful outcome of medical 
procedure 
 

Military:  Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, 
Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson 
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the  
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the  
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congre-
gation are invited the 
second Thursday of 
each month to Original 
Pancake House for pray-
ers, devotion, food and 
fellowship.  Please join 
us this month on Thurs-
day, June 13th, at 
6:30am. 

As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2013 offerings  
received through April 2013. 
 

1) Financial Report of Envelope giving for April 2013 
 

Unified Fund*   
Needed Each Month**:  $   115,480.98    Debt Retirement 
Total Received Apr 2013: $     93,401.41   - $  22,079.56  Received Apr 2013: $       2,036.00  
Env./Plate/S Svc Apr 2013: $     60,911.30    Received YTD:  $       8,819.50   
Tuition Apr 2013:  $     32,490.11 
Needed YTD:   $   461,923.91 
Received YTD:   $   410,020.56   - $  51,903.35 
 

  * Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for other purposes and school tuition.  
 

** NOTES:  Needed values are based on 2013 estimated budget figures, NOT actual  
expenditures. 
 

                                2013 Proposed Unified Budget:  $1,385,771.74 
 

2) Giving compared to 2012                               April                 April  
                                                                              2012                               2013    
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services  $    84,375.84  $    60,911.30 
Tuition      $    42,513.99  $    32,490.11 
Debt Retirement                                              $      4,954.00  $      2,036.00 
       ===========  =========== 
Respectfully Submitted,    $  131,843.83  $    95,437.41 
 
Robert       
Financial Secretary 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
APRIL 
 
 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 

May 5 220 185 168 124   
May 12 231 179 260 184 
May 19 (Pentecost) 217 165 n/a n/a 
May 26 (Holy Trinity) 208 167 166 125   

 

Wednesdays 7:15   Comm 
 May 1 26 18    
 May 15 35 27                         
 May 22 33 26 
 May 29 30 18 
 

Confirmation 2:00 Comm 
May 5 274 167 
 

Heartfelt thanks to the  
congregation for your prayers 
and please continue to keep me 
in your prayers.  Also thank you 
so much to the elders and all the  
members who helped us move to 
our new place.  God’s Blessings!  
Karla  



 

 Get ready for a  
 mountaintop experience! 

 June 17th-21st 
 

At VBS this summer, children will gather their gear and set out on an expedition to learn about our one 
true God.  Shout it from the peak’s summit – with Him, it’s possible to scale any mountain that’s ahead. 

 

Registration forms for children age 3 to completed 5
th
 grade are available on the Narthex table.  Volun-

teers are needed to make VBS a success. Youth who have completed 6
th
 –12

th
 grade may sign up for 

their preferred area.  Please see bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for more information. 
 

If you have any questions please contact: Susan ,  
or Kim  

 

Jr. High Servant Event      June 12-14, 2013 

 

Thursday, June 6– 6 to 7pm : Youth only / Youth Room 

Sunday, June 9– 8:00am service:  Commissioning of youth and leaders (wear t-shirts) 

Sunday, June 9– 9:30 am: Meeting with parents and youth in Grade 5 room 

Wednesday– June 12– 8:00am: Leave for Servant Event 

Friday, June 14– 5:00pm: Pick up time for the end of Servant Event 
 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers (and sisters) dwell in unity!  

Psalm 133:1 
 

We will be collecting the following items to bring to Unity Lutheran Christian Elementary School. 
Donations can be brought to the coat room and placed in the box. 

 

pencils,  glue sticks, rulers, spiral notebooks, black and blue ink pens, lined notebook paper, pencil 
boxes, scissors, pink erasers, pencil top erasers, plain white copier paper,  Crayola markers, Crayola 

crayon sets  —Thank you! 

  

National Youth Gathering      June 30– July 6 
 

Wednesday, June 5– 10am-11am: Youth only/ School Library 
Sunday, June 23– 10:45am: Commissioning Service (wear t-shirt) 
Sunday, June 23– 12pm: Lunch meeting with youth and parents 
Sunday, June 30– 6:15am:  Meet at church to leave for NYG 
Saturday, July 6: Return from NYG/ pick-up at church 
 
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son Into the world 
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 1 John 4: 9-10 

June Youth Events 



The St. John Trustees would 
like to remind everyone the 
exterior locks of the entire 
facility will be changed in 
June as part of our new  
security measures.  The new 
key fob system is now fully 
operational and we believe 
the system has been working 
well.  New entrance fobs are 
issued through the church 
office and require a $10  
deposit.  Exterior door keys 
must be turned in when you 
pick up your fob and those 
that require interior door 
access will be issued a new 
key.  Again, we thank the 
congregation and School for 
their support, cooperation 
and patience concerning the 
new access system. 

$$$THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS$$$ 

In my previous newsletter article I promised to give you an 

update regarding the Thrivent Choice Dollars that have been 

been donated to St. John by Thrivent Financial members. In 

2012 $3,312 was directed to St. John Lutheran Church and 

$8,998 was directed to St. John Lutheran School!!!   These 

funds were made available to Thrivent members based 

on the products that they owned.  So far, from January 

through April 2013, $429 has been designated to St. John 

Lutheran Church and $1,831 to St. John Lutheran School.  

More funds are sure to be designated over the remainder of 

2013 by Thrivent members.  If you are a Thrivent member, 

please remember that you must call Thrivent each year to 

give direction as to where you would like for your Thrivent 

Choice Dollars to go.   The telephone number to call is:1-800-

236-3736. At the prompt say "Fraternal" and at the next 

prompt "Thrivent Choice Dollars".  A staff member will be 

happy to assist you. On the narthex table I have placed Di-

rect Thrivent Choice Dollars instruction cards that include this 

information.  Thank you to all of the Thrivent members who 

have participated in this program and have designated their 

dollars to our church and/or school or one of the many other 

great organizations that Lutherans have chosen to support. 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call Rick 

or I, at 359-9230.  Ronda Craig, Congregational Advocate 

                ***SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS*** 
It is nearly the end of the school year and  
borrowed books are coming back in. Kindergarten 
students did an awesome job of returning their 
books each week due to a marvelous idea that Mrs. 
Tappendorf started this year. She tied a piece of yarn 
that had the title of the book the child had checked 
out to each student. When the book was placed in 
their backpacks at home, the note could be removed. 
This great idea worked very well!   Mrs. Mihms' sec-
ond grade class had the privilege of having Special 
Guest Readers read to them in our library. Our Spe-
cial Guest Readers were Mr. Leffler, Pastor 
Caithamer, Joy Lou , Linda and Rick . We enjoyed 
the fine, fine books these caring friends shared with 
us. Thank you!   We also had book donations from 
St. John alumni, Andrea Wise, and a monetary dona-
tion from the American Legion Auxiliary.   Our 
school library is truly blessed by its supporters.  
Have you started planning for your summertime 

reading? A good book provides an 
inexpensive way to travel, to learn 
or to get your imagination working.  
Keep reading! 
             Ronda , librarian           

Another season of giving joyful service to the Lord with music has concluded!  Our 
singing choirs sang for the last time this Spring on Pentecost; our Alleluia Ringers 
rang for the final time on Trinity Sunday.  I hope that you are all as grateful to them 
as I am, and that you will let them know how much their service means to us all. 
 

Pick-up choir- I am happy to offer the opportunity for groups to show up early be-
fore any service and put something together to sing during the service.  I would like 
to have the Men’s Choir together for the 10:45 service on June 16, to sing “Rise up, 
O men of God” for Father’s Day.  Please let me know if you can join us. 
 

Soloists – We have many Sundays throughout the Summer where a solo instrumen-
talist or singer would be welcome.  Please contact me if you are interested.  I would 
be happy to help you find something to play or sing, or work with you on something 
you have already prepared. 
 

Hymn notes-  

 We will have the opportunity to sing a brand new hymn by our own Randy 
Torbeck, for the very first time, during the June 9 services! 

 Our hymns sing preludes in April were very popular, and we had far more 
requests that we could accommodate.  We will repeat this again in June – 
15 minutes of singing our favorite hymns as the Prelude: 

 Before the 8:00 service on June 9 
 Before the 10:45 service on June 16 



PTF News...         Parent Teacher Fellowship  
 

 Summer   

Sales 
   June:  Order due on Friday, June 14 by 11 pm 

            Pick up:  Wed. June 19 at 2:30-3:30 pm 

 

August:  Orders due on August 13 by 11 pm 

               Pick up:  Sat. August 17 at 9-10 am 

Please support our school and purchase Market Day!  Order 

forms will be on the Narthex table.  You may also call your or-

der to Diane .   

 

 

 

 

Ram Rebate 
 

Summer Order Dates:         
June 10 & 24 
July 8 & 22 

August 5, 19, 26 
 

Please have orders placed or in the school of-
fice by  11 am on the  above Mondays.   Or-
ders will be available for pick up in the 
school office the following Friday or you can 
contact Leah  

Save  

The  

Date 
 

PTF Fall Fundraiser 

Golf Outing 

U of I Golf Course 

18 holes, cart, food, prizes 

Live and Silent Auction 

Saturday, September 14, 2013 

12:30pm - ?? 

Start Gathering your foursome for a day of fun! 

For more information, please contact Suzanne  



1 Mike , Andy , Earl  
2 Dorothy , Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter  
3 Lisa , Clara , John  
4 Amy Jo , Marie , Justin , Lela , Beth  
5 Taylor , Letty  
6 Marilyn  
7 Karla , Audrina , Norman , Jill , Bob  
8 Gerald , Christina  
9 Mark , Ed  
10 Kailey , Ann , Mae  
11 Kevin , Jennifer , Diane  
12 Wayne  
13 Callie  
14 Shane , John , Mary , Nolan , Sherleen , Haley , Katie  
15 Neil , Kim  
16 Daniel , Ashleigh , Katie , Hannah , Hannah  
17 JoAnne , James  
18 Dale , Linda  
19 Erin , Natalie , Rick , Jodie , Abby  
20 Tony , Opal , Joe , Austin  
21 Charles  

22 Jane , Taylor , Louise  
23 Rob , Jacklyn , Pam , Lucas  
24 Bob , Carol , Jayne , Carol , Adel  
25 John , Earl  
26 Hannah , Evan , David , Elizabeth  
27 Lois , Pam , Jill , Timmie , Dorothy  
28 Lucille , Betty  
29 Shelli  
30 Tyler , Dick  

1 Steve & Pam (39) 
2 David & Carol (34); Blake & Nancy (35); Duane & 

Juleigh (23); Dan & Julie (29); Jay & Carol (23) 
3 Wayne & Wendy (35); Walt & Dorothy (13) 
4 Earl & Barb (58) 
5 Jason & Nicci (20) 
6 Dan & Faith (21); Kevin & Carmin (26); Wally & 

Lisa (26); Ron & Jean (49) 
7 Chris & Lisa (33); Seth & Melissa (19); Dan & Beth 

(16); Jim & Robin (22); Ron & Carol Olani (44) 
9 David & Cindy(23) 
10 Dan & Allison (7) 
13 Paul & Suzanne (48) 
14 Rex & Cynthia (16); Ed & Joyce (55) 
15 Richard & Shirley (56) 
17 Roger & Charlotte (46) 
18 Raymond and Debbie (25); Scott & Rebecca (2); Louis 

& JoAnne (47) 
19 Aziz & Amy (3); Paul & Tish (14); David & Karen 

(31) 
20 David & Monica (20)  
21 Mark & Sherry (22) 
22 John & Beth (11); Marty & Doris (67) 
23 Ralph & Renae (45) 

24 Fred & Geneice (52); Duane & Chris (41)  
25 Brian & Penny (25) 
27 Rick & Ronda (38); Rick & Ann (23) 
28 Wayne & Leona (44); Walt & Jill (27) 
29 Frank & Betty (66); Steve & Vanessa (17); Duane & 

Mae (55) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing at 

Amber Glen on the 9th & 

23rd at 2:30 

   National Youth  

Gathering 

June 30—July 6 

 1 

2 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

3 
5:30 Technology 

        Committee 
 

4 
7:00 Trustees 

7:00 Fellowship Board 

5 
10:00 NYG Youth  

          Meeting 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

6 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Jr. High Servant  

          Event Meeting 

7 8 
8:00 Handymen 

9 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

           Sunday School, 

           Jr. High Servant  

           Event Meeting   

10:45 Holy Communion 

10 
6:-00 Finance Board 

 

Ram Rebate  

orders due 

11 
6:00 Elders 

12 
7:15 Holy Communion 

13 
6:30 Men’s Prayer 

        Breakfast 

1:30 Mary Martha 

14 
 

Market Day  

orders due 

15 

16 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

17 18 
6:00 Council 

 
 

19 
2:30 Market Day Sale 

7:15 Holy Communion 

20 21 22 
Kuester/Ahearn 

Wedding 

23 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

12:00 NYG Lunch 

24 
 

Ram Rebate  

orders due 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

25 
3:45 Evangelism 

6:00 Parish Ed 

6:30 PTF 

7:30 Youth Board 

26 
7:15 Holy Communion 

27 28 29 

30 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

   Pastors’ day off:   
Fridays 

 

Church Office 
359-1123 

 

School Office 
359-1714 

  

2013 

V   A   C   A   T   I   O   N           B   I   B   L   E           S   C   H   O   O   L 

J r.   H i g h    Y o u t h    S e r v a n t    E v e n t 


